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AVIN G received great — 
men from both Kingdoms ; and. 
wall H NS, eſpecially from this, to publiſh 4 
15 1 5 21 compleat and corre Edition in four 
A Cg Volumes, of the Woorks ſuppoſed. to 
be written by the Reverend Dr. S. D. S. P. D. we 
defire Leave to inform the Readers how we have 
proceeded in this Afair. We do not find, that the 
ſuppoſed Author did ever put his Name to above tuo 
Y Compoſitions, which were both writ in Proſe; the 
Former is 4 Letter to the Lord Treaſurer Oxford, 
upon # Propoſal for correcting and aſcertaining the 
. Engliſh Language; the other is a Letter upon 4 
different Subject to the Lord Chancellor Middleton, 
which was never printed before ; but we found the 
MMame ſubſcribed at Length in the original Manu- 
ſcript. This Way of proceeding in the Author, 
hath put us under the Neceſſity of complying with 
the general Opini on, which hath fixed certain 
Writings both in Verſe and Proſe upon him, whe- 
ther truly or no we ſhall not preſume to determine ; 
For, we are Aſared he never diretly owned to bis 
a... 
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| Meateſt Friends any Writings which generally palfid 
| for n; the unamvidable. Conſequence whereof 
| Was; th befpdes thoſe Poems or Treatiſes, which 
the judicious Part of the World agreed to have come 

| from his Pen; many others were vulgarly fixed on 
bim, which @ Writer milch inferior (at leaft if 


Printers and Bookſellers were to be the Judges) 
| might have juft Reaſon to complain ; and yet, we 

4d equally aſſured by thoſe Gentlemen in this King- 

dom, wwho ſeem to know the Author bet, that when 


| People of more Curio/tty than Taſte or Manners, of- 


| feted to charge him with ſome Trifles which he had 
not. writ, he would never give ben the leaft Satis- 
J ny" by owning or denying it. 5 
F we are truly informed, the ſuppoſet Aut bor 
Ny hath often proteſted, that he never did write three 
Copies of Verſes with the leaſt Intention to have 
'. them printed, although he was baſy enough-to ſhew | 
them to his Friends, and at their Defre was not 


very ſcrupulous in ſuffering them to tate Copies; from 


: | whence moſt of thoſe Poems were occa/jonally printed 5 


in both Kingdoms, either in Jngle * bf in 1 


Uliſcellanies. 


Sꝛͤeveral Applications hade . made 10 150 . 
ſuppoſed Author for two Tears paſt by moſt of bis 
Friends, that he would give us Leave to print thoſe 

Mritings in Verſe and Proſe, which are univerſally | 


imputed to him: The Arguments made uſe of were, 7 


' that ſuch. a Collection as we propoſed could not be 
| printed in London; becauſe ſeveral Copies, and ſome 
Whole 7 * were rbe Tay of different Book- 


Sellers, - 


4K. 


rA RAe 


ſulurs, who were not likely to agree in Partnerſhip; 
nor had the ſame Advantage with us of conſulting 
the ſuppoſed Author's Friends, who were pleaſed to 
corre many groſs Errors, and ſtrike out ſome very 
injudicious Interpolations ; particularly iu the Voya- 
ges of Captain Gulliver: Not to mention ſeveral. 
Things in Proſe as well as Verſe, which we pro- 


1 cured from ſame Gentlemen who were either connived 


at, or ſuffered to take Copies. We add, that if 
we did not undertake this Work, it would certainly 
be attempted by ſome Bookſeller, who probably might 
not be ſo ready to ſubmit to the Advice and Dires- 
> tion of the ſuppoſed Author's Friends. That we of- 
 fended againſt no Law in acting as we did; becauſe 

in this Kingdom, neither Authors, Bookſellers or 

Printers, pretended any Property in Copies ; which 
in London is fixed as certainly as any other legal 

* Poſſeſſion. 
© But our Arguments were of little Efe; fade 
than that the ſuppoſed Author was prevailed on to 
ſuffer ſome Friends to review and correct the Sheets 
after they were printed; and ſometimes he conde. 
ſcended, as we have heard, to give them his own 
Opinion. 

In printing the four 7 — we have Joes 44. 
viſed to obſerve the following Order: The frſt Vo- 
lume conſiſts of thoſe Miſcellanies, which were pul- 

* liſhed in London about thirty Years ago; that is to 

ſay, the Proſe Part of them ; but in - Impreſſion 
are. ſeveral conſiderable Additions, The ſecond Vo. 
| 8 4 ame 


PREFACE. 55 N 
— contains all the Poetical Writings, that we 5 
could collact, and which are generally aſcribed to 
#be ſame Aut bor; wherein we entirely ſubmitted to 
the Directions of bis Friends. The third Volume 


| makes up the four Parts of Captain Gulliver's Tra- 


| | tber; and may probably be uſeful upon many Occa- 


welt. The laſt Volume is a compleat Collect ion of all _ 0 
hoſe Trafs relating 70 Ireland, which are uniwver- 
Jally allowed to have been written by the ſame Au- 


Fons to this poor Kingdom in future Ages ; and even 
to England itſelf, where moſt of _ have been 5 
| printed, and well received. 

\ This is all we have been allowid to prefix a as a 
general Preface ; but before each of the three enſu- 15 
ing Volumes, there 1 nn be a . Adver- 5 

tiſement. | 

As the Works hove been delayed Hins Months | 
Jonger than was promiſed, it is to be hoped, that 
the Subſcribers will not take it ill, becauſe we were 
willing to give them all the Satisfaction in our 
Power, by collecting as many original Pieces as” 
were poſſible to be got of the ſuppoſed Author's 
from his Friends in England, which we found a 
great Difficulty in procuring. By this Delay the 
Works have ſwelled to many Pages more than was 

t firſt imagined, by which Means we bave "_ 
4 much more Expence. © 


DIS C OUR SE 
OF THE f 


Conteſts and Diſſention 


BETWEEN THE 


NoBLEs and the COMMONS 
in . Athens and Rome; with the 


4 Conſequences they had upon,both 
f thoſe TAT ES. 


r —— —— 


| — Si tibi vera cler, 
Dede manus; & f falſa * accingere contig. 


| Lucknt, 
— —— — 


Written in the Vear 1701. 
CHAP. I. | 
IT is agreed, that in all Government 
there is an abſolute unlimited Power, 
which naturally and originally | ſeems 
to be placed in the whole Body. 
wherever the executive Part of it lies. 
= This holds in the Body natural : For 
| wherever \ we place the Beginning of Motion, whether 
from the Head, or the Hh, or the animal Spirits 
Voi. B in 
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in genera] the Body moves, and a&s by a Conſent of 
all its Parts. This unlimited Power placed funda- 


' mentally in the Body of a People, is what the beſt Le- 
giſlators of all Ages have endeavoured, in their feveral 
Schemes, or Inſtitutions of Government, to depofite 
in fuch Hands as would preſerve the People from 
Rapine, and Oppreſſion within, as well as Violence 
from without. Moſt of them ſeem to agree in this; 
that · it was a Truſt too great to be committed to any 
one Man, or Aſſembly; and therefore they left the 
Right ſtill in the whole Body; but the Adminiſtra- 
tion, or executive Part, in the Hands of Oxe, the 
Few, or the Many: Into which three Powers, all in- 
dependent Bodies of Men ſeem naturally to divide. 
For by all I Have read of thoſe innumerable and petty 
Common-wealths in Italy, Greece, and Sicily, as well 
as che great ones of Carthage and Rome; it ſeems to 
me, that a free People met together, whether by Com- 
path or Family Government, as ſoon as they fall into 
any Acts of Civil Society, do, of themfelves, divide 
into three Powers. The firſt is, that of ſome one 
eminent Spirit, who having ſignalized his Valour, and 
Fortune in Defence of his Country, or by the Prac- | 
tice of. popular Arts at home, becomes to have great 
Influence on the People, to grow their Leader in 
Warlike Expeditions, and to preſide, after a fort, in 
| Their Civil Aſſemblies : And this is grounded upon 
the Principles of Nature and common Reaſon, Which 
in all Difficulties and Dangers, where Prudence or 
Courage is required, do rather incite us to fly for 
Council or Aſſiſtance to a ſingle Perſon than a Mul- 
' fitude,”/ The ſecond natural Diviſion of Power, is 
ef ſuch Men who have acquired large Poſſeſſions, 
ind conſequently Dependances, or deſcend from An- 
„ 5 „%% a 


7 


4 <a; 


, i | 0 „ * : 
. - $754 3M : 
in Artuns and Rows, . 3 


5 d p (Ha 3 
ceſtors, who have left them great Inheritances, toge · 
ther with an Hereditary Authority: Theſe eaſily 
uniting in Thoughts and Opinions, and acting in 
Concert, begin to enter upon Meaſures for ſecuring 
their Properties; which ate beſt upheld by preparing 
againſt Invaſions from Abroad, and maintaining Peace 
at Home. This commences a great Council, or Se- 
nate of Nobles for the weighty Affairs of the Nation. 
The laſt Diviſion is of the Maſs, or Body of the Peo- 
ple; whoſe Part of Power is great, and undiſputable, 
whenever they can unite either collectively, or by: 
Deputation to. exert it. Now the three Forms of 
Government, fo generally known in the Schools, dif- 
fer only by the Civil Adminiſttation being placed in 
the Hands of One, or ſometimes TWo, (as in Spar- 
ta) who were. called Kings; or in a Senate, who 
were called the, Nebles ; or in the Feople COLE 
or Repreſentative, who may be called the Commons:? 
Each of theſe had frequently the executive Power in 
Greece, and ſometimes in Rowe; But the Power in 
the laſt Reſort, was always meant by Legiſlators to be 
held in Ballance among all Three. And it will be 
an eternal Rule in Politicks, among every free Peo- 
ple, that there is a Ballance of Power to be carefully 
held by every State within it ſelf, as well as among 
ſeveral States with each other. 7 
Tun true Meaning of a Ballance of Power, either 
without, or within aState, is beſt conceived by con- 
- fidering what the Nature of a Ballance is. It ſup» 
poſes three Things. Firſt, the Part which is held, 
together with the Hand that holds it; and then the 
two Scales, with Whatever, is weighed therein. Now 
conſider ſeveral States in a Neighbourhood : In order 
to preſerve Peace between thele States, it is neceſſg- 
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whois to dealthe remaining Power with. the utmoſt 
| Exadtneſs into each Scale. Now it is not ne- 
cCeeſlary, that the Power ſhould be equally divided be- 
tween theſe three; for the Ballance may be held by 
the Weakeſt, who by his Addreſs and Conduct, re- 
moving from either Scale, and adding of his own, 


| the two Kings of Sparta; the Conſular Power in 


bf Cyrus, as repteſented by Xenophon ; and: that of 

the ſeveral limited States in the (7othick Inſtitutions, 
Wurm the Ballance is broke, whether by the Ne- 

pligence, Folly, or Weakneſs of the Hand that held 


between the two remaining Parties, but (until the 
| Ballance is fixed anew ) will run entirely into one. 
This gives the trueſt Account of what is uriderſtood - 
in the moſt ancient and approved Greek Authors, hy 
the Word Tyranny; which is not meant for the ſeiz- 
ing of the unconttouled, or abſolute Power into the 
Hands of a ſingle Perſon ; (as many ſuperficial Men 
have groſly miſtaken) but for the breaking of the 


Wy aState, are by no Means confined to any Number, 
e might cafily, appear from Examples enough; and, 


may keep the Scales duly poiſed, Suck was that oh. | 
Rome; that of the Kings of Media before the Reign © 


it, of by mighty Weights fallen into either Scale; the 


Power will never continue long in equal Diviſion 


Ballance by whatever Hand, and leaving the Power 
wholly in one Scale, For 7 yranny and Uſurpation in 
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becauſe the Point is material, I ſhall cite a few to 
SR... B 
THz Romans having ſent to Athens, Dome 
and the Greek Cities of Italy, for the Co- Nl l. tet 
pies of the beſt Laws, choſe ten Legiſla- 

tors.to put them into Form ; and during the Exerciſe 
of their Office, ſuſpended the Conſylar Power, lea- 
ving the Adminiſtration of Affairs in their Hands. 
Theſe very Men, although choſen for ſuch a Work, 
as the digeſting a Body of Laws for the Government 
of a free State, did immediately uſurp arbitrary Power, 
ran into. all the Forms of it, had their Guards and 
Spies, after the Practice of the Tyrants of thoſe 
Ages; affecked kingly State, deſtroyed the Nobles, 
and oppreſſed the - 4g one of them proceeding 
ſo far as to endeayour to force a Lady of great Virtue; 
the very Crime which gave Occaſion to the Expul- 
ſion of the Regal Power but ſixty Years before, as this 


4 


8 | Attempt did to that of the Degemviri, 


0 Trp Ephori in Sparta were, at firſt, only certain 
Perſons deputed by the King to judge in Civil Mat- 
ters, While They were employed in the Wars. Theſe 


Nen, at ſeveral Times, uſurped the abſolute Autho- 


rity,, and were as cruel Tyrants as any in their Age, 
Soo after the unfortunate Expedition ; 
into Sicily, the Athenians choſe four Hun- 2 
dred Men for Adminiſtration of Affairs, 
who became a Body of Tyrants, and were called in 
the Language of thoſe Ages, an Oligarchy, or Ty- 
ranny of the Few; under which hateful Denomina- 
tion, they were ſoon after depoſed in great Rage by 
the People. | ER 


Wr 


deln and Df 


ah Wurn Athens was ſubdued by Ly/ar: 
1 It. dier, he appointed Thirty Men for the Ad. 
Pc. la. — miniſtration of that City, who immediate- 
eb TO» fell into the rankeſt Tyranny: But this 
Was not all: For conceiving their Power, not found- 
ed on a Ba/is large enough, they admitted three 
 Thouſatid into a Share of the Government; and thus 
fortified, became the crueleſt Tyranny upon Record: 
They murdered, in cold Blood, great Numbers of the 
beſt Men, without any Provocation; from the meer 
Luft of Cruelty, like Nero, ot. Caligula. This was 
ſuch a Number of Tyrants together, as amounted to 
near a third Part of the whole City, For Xemophont 
"© tells us, that the City contained about ten 
m— Thouſand Houſes, and allowing one Man 
mY toevery Houſe, who could have any Share 
in the Government, (the reſt confilting of Women, 
Children, and Servants) and making other obvious 
Abatements ; theſe Tyrants, if they Pad been careful 
to adhere together, might have been a Majority even 
of the People collective. ”— 
Id the Time of the ſecond Punich 
War, the Ballance of Power in Carthage 
bl was got on the Side of the People, and 
this to a Degree, that ſome Authors reckon the Go- 
vernment to have been then among them a Domina- 
tio Plebis, or Tyranny of the Commons; Which, it 
ſeems, they were at all Times apt to fall into, and 
Was at laſt among the Cauſes that ruined their State: 
And the frequent Murders of their Gene- 
. 20. rals, which Diodorus tells us was grown 
do an eſtabliſhed Cuſtom among, them, 
may be another Inſtance, that Tyranny is not con- 
fined'to m1 TR: 2 


Polyb. Frag. 
4b. 6, 


? 
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ISuATI mention but one Example more, among 
a great Number that might be produced; it is related 
by the Author laſt cited, The Orators of 

the People at Argos, (whether you will 7. 13. 
ſtile them in modern Phraſe, Great Spea- + | 
bers in the Holiſe, or only in general, Repreſents» 
tives of the People Collective) ſtirred up the Com- 
MONS againſt the Noptzs; of whom 1600 were 
murdered at once; and, at laſt, the Orators them- 
 . felves, becauſe they left off their Accuſation; of to 

| ſpeak intelligibly, becauſe they withdrew their Im- 

peut heut; having, it ſeems, raiſed a Spirit they 
were not able to lay, And'this laſt Cireumſtance, ag 
Caſes have lately ſtood, may perhaps be worth 

_ noting, | „ 

From What hath been already advanced, ſeveral 
Concluſions may be drawn, „ 

nsr, That a mixt Government partaking of the 
known Forms received in the Schools, is, by no 
Means, of Gothick Inyention, but hath Place in Na- 
ture and Reaſon; ſeems very well to agree with the 

Sentiments of moſt Legiſlators, and to have been fol- 

lowed in moſt States, whether they have appeared 

under the Name of Monarchies, Ariſtocracies, or De- 
mocracies. For, not to mention the ſeveral Repub- 
licks of this Compoſition in Gaul and Germany, de- 
{ſcribed by Ceſar and Tacitus; Polybius tells us, the 
beſt Government is that which confiſts of 
three Forms, Regno, Optimatium, & Popu- Frag lib. 6, 
li Imperio : Which may be fairly tranſla- © 
ted, the Kings, Lords, and Commons. Such was that 
of Sparta, in its primitive Inſtitution by Lycurgus ; 
who obſerving the Corruptions, and Depravations to, 
which every of theſe was ſubje&, compounded his 


Scheme 


| y | Conteſts and Diſſentions 
Scheme out of all; fo that it was made up of Revs, 


that the Romans fell upon this Model purely by 
Chance, (which I take to have been Nature and com- 


mon Reaſon) but the Spartans by Thought, and De- 


ſign. And ſuch at Carthage was the Summa Reipub- 


lice, or Power in the laſt Reſort ; for they had 


7 6. their Kings called Sufetes,. and a Senate 


Which had the Power of Nob/es, and the = 


People had a Share eſtabliſhed roo, 


_ SkeondLy, It will follow, That thoſe Reaſoners, 


who employ ſo much of their Zeal, their Wir, and 


their Leiſure for the upholding the Ballance of Power 


in Chriſtendom, at the ſame 'Time that by their Pracy 

tices they are endeavouring to deſtroy it at home; are 
not ſuch mighty Patriots, or ſo much in the true In- 
tereſt of their Country, as they would affect to be 


thought ; but ſeem to be employed like a Man, who 


pulls down with his right Hand what he has been 


building with his left. 


; TarzvLy, This makes appear the Error of thoſe, 


who think it an uncontroulable Maxim, that Power is- 


always ſafer lodged in many Hands than in one. For, if 
theſe many Hands be made up, only from one of the 
three Diviſions before- mentioned; it is plain from thoſe 
Examples already produced, / and eaſy to be paralleled 
in other Ages and Countries, that they are as capable 
of enſlaving the Nation, and of acting all Manner of 
Tyranny and Oppręſſion, as it is poſſible for a fingle 
Perſon to be; although we ſhould ſuppoſe their 
Number not only to be of four or five Hundred, but 
aboye three Thouſand. 


AOAIN, 


Senjores, & Populus. Such alſo was the State of 
Rome, under its Conſuls: And the Author tells us, 


© „ A: ND gone — ang < an 
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AAIx, It is manifeſt from what hath been faid, ©. 
that in order to preſerve the Ballance in a mixed _ 
State, the Limits of Power depoſited with each Par- 

ty ought to be aſcertained, and generally known, 
The Defects of this is the Cauſe that introduces thoſe 
Strugglings in a State about Prerogative and Liberty, 
about Encroachments of the Few, upon the Rights 
of the Many, and of the Many upon the Privilegey 
of the Few; which ever did, and ever will conclude 
in a Tyranny ; Firſt, either of the Few, or the Aa- 


ky, but at laſt infallibly of a fingle Perſon, For, 


which ever of the three Diviſions in a State is upon 
the Scramble for more Power than its own, (as one 


or other of them generally is) unleſs due Care be 


taken by the other two; upon every new Queſtio 
that ariſes, they will be ſure to decide in Poli 


themſelves, talk much of inherent Right; they will 


nouriſh up a dormant Power, and reſerve Privileges 
in petto, to exert upon Occaſions, to ſerve Expe- 
dients, and to, urge upon Neceſſities. They will 
make large Demands, and ſcanty Conceſſions, ever 
coming off conſiderable Gainers : Thus at length the 
Ballance is broke, and Tyranny let in; from which 
Door of the three it matters not. F 5 

To pretend to a declarative Right upon any Oc- 


caſion whatſoever, is little leſs than to make uſe of 


the whole Power; That is, to declare an Opinion to 
be Law, which hath always been conteſted, or per- 
haps never ſtarted before ſuch an Incident brought it 
on the Stage. Not to conſent to the enacting of 
ſuch a Law, which has no View beſides the general 
Good, unleſs another Law ſhall at the ſame Time 


paſs with no other View, but that of advancing the 


Power of one Party alone; what is this, but to claim 
EL 
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fve Voice as well as a negative? ? To pretend 
rh great Changes and Alienations of Property have 
created new al great Dependences, and conſequent- 
Iy.new Additions of Power, as ſome Reaſoners have 
done, is a moſt dangerous enet: If Dominion muſt 
follow Property, let it follow in the ſame Pace: For 
Changes in Property through the Bulk of a Nation 
make flow Marches, and its due Power always attends 
it. To conclude, that whatever Attempt is begun 
by an Aſſembly, ought to be purſued to the End, 
without regard to the greateſt Incidents that may 
happen to alter the Caſe; to count it mean, and be- 


low the Dignity of a Houſe, to quit a Proſecution ; _ 


to refolve upon a Concluſion, before it is poſſible to 


be appriſed of the Premiſſes: To act thus, I ſay, is 


to affect not only abſolute Power, but Infallibility 

too. Yet ſuch unaccountable Proceedings as theſe 

have popular Aſſemblies engaged in, for want of fix- 
ing the due Limits of Power and Privilege. 


GREAT Changes may, indeed, be made in a Govern- 


ment, yet the Form continue, and the Ballance be 
Held; but large Intervals of 'Time muſt paſs between 


every ſuch Innovation, enough to melt down, and 


make it of a Piece with the Conſtitution. Such we 
are told were the Proceedings of Solon, when he mo- 


delled anew the Athenian Commonwealth. And 


what Convulſions in our own, as well as other States, 


have been bred by a Neglect of this Rule, is freſh 


and notorious enough: It is too ſoon, in all Con- 


ſcience, to repeat this Error again. 
Havinc ſhewn that there is a natural late « 


Power in all free States, and how it hath been divi- 


- ded ſometimes by the People themſelves, as in Rome; 
at others by the Inſtitutions of the Legiflarors, as in 
the 
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the ſeveral States of Greece and Sicily: The next. 
thing is to examine what Methods have been taken to 
break or overthrow this Ballance ; which every one 
of the three Parties hath continually endeavoured, as 
Opportunities have \ſerved ; as might appear from 
the Stories of moſt Ages and Countries. For, abſo- 
Jute Power in a particular State, is of the ſame Na- 
ture with univerſal Monarchy in ſeveral States ad- 
joining to each other. So endleſs and exorbitant are 
the Deſires of Men, whether confidered in their Pers 
ſons or their States, that they will graſp at all, and 
can form no Scheme of perfect Happineſs with leſs. 
Ever fince Men have been united into Governments, 


the Hopes and Endeavours after univerſal Monarchy 
have been bandied among them, from the Reign of 


Mulis, to this of the moſt Chriſtian King: In which- 
Purſuits; Commonwealths have had their Share, as 
well as Monarchs: So the Athenians, the Spartans, 
the Thebans, and the. Achaians, did ſeveral Times 
aim at the univerſal Monarchy of Greece: So the 
Commonwealths of Carthage and Rome, affected the 

univerſal Monarchy of the then known World. In 
like Manner hath abſolute Power been purſued by 
the ſeveral Parties of each particular State; wherein 


ſingle Perſons have met with moſt Succeſs, although 


the Endeavours of the Few and the Many have been 
frequent enough: Yet, being neither ſo uniform in 
their Defigns, nor ſo direct in their Views, they nei- 
ther could manage nor maintain the Power they had 


got; but were ever deceived by the Popularity, and 
Ambition of ſome fingle Perſon. So that it will be 


always a wrong Step in Policy, for the Nobles, or 
Commons to carry their Endeavours after Power fo far, 
as to overthrow the Ballance: And it would be 
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1 enough to damp their Warmth in ſuch Purſuits, if 
they could once reflect, that in ſuch a Courſe they 


will be ſure to run upon the very Rock that they 
meant to avoid; which I ſuppoſe they would havs 
us think, is the Tyranny c of a ſingle Perſon. 
Many Examples might be produced of the En- 
deavours from each of theſe three Rivals after abſo- 
lute Power : But I ſhall ſuit my Diſcourſe to the 
Time I am writing it; and relate only ſuch Diſſen- 


tions in Greece and Rinks: between the Nobles and 


Commons, with the — Rs of them, wherein 
the latter were the Aggreſſors 


I sua begin with Greece, where * Obſerva- 
tions ſhall be confined to Athens; although ſeveral 


Inſtances might | be brought from other States thereof. 
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CHAP. II. 


Of the Difſentions in Athens, between 
| the Few and the Many. 


Nee SHrseus is the firſt, who is recorded 


with any Appearance of Truth to have 
brought the Grecians from a barbarous 
Manner of Life, among ſcattered Vil- 


_ lages, into Cities; and to have eſta- 
bliſhed the popular State in Athens, aſſigning to him- 


ſelf the Guardianſhip of the Laws, and chief Com- 
mand in War. He was forced, after ſome Time, to 


leave the Athenians to their own Meaſures, upon 


Account of their ſeditious Temper, which ever con- 


- <inyed 


thors the Tyrant of Athens) could never 


1 Arnis and Rojv 13 
tinued with them till the final Diſſolution of their 
Government by the Romans. It ſeems, the Country 
about Attica was the moſt barren of any in Ereece; 
through which Means, it happened that the Natives 
were never expelled by the Fury of Invaders, (who 
thought it not worth a Conqueſt) but continued al- 
ways Aborigines; and therefore retained, through all 
Revolutions, a Tincture of that turbulent Spirit 
wherewith their Government began. This Inſtitu- 
tion of Theſeus appears to have been rather a Sort of 


mixed Monarchy than a popular State; and for ought 


we know, might continue ſo during the Series of 


Kings till the Death of Codrus. From this laſt 


Prince, Sblon was {aid to be deſcended; who findin 

the People engaged in two violent Factions, of the 
Pook and the Rich, and in great Confuſion there- 
upon; refuſing the Monarchy which was offered 
him, choſe rather to caſt the Government after ano- 
ther Model, wherein he made due Proviſion for ſet- 
tling the Ballance of Power, chuſing a Senate of 400, 
and diſpoſing the Magiſtracies, and Offices according 
to Mens Eſtates; leaving to the Multitude their Votes 
in Electing, and the Power of judging certain Pro- _ 
cefles by Appeal. This Council of 400 was choſen, 


100 out of each Tribe; and ſeems to have been a 


Body Repreſentative, of the People; although the 


People Collective reſerved a Share of Power to them. 
lelves. It is a Point of Hiſtory perplexed enough; 


but thus much is certain, that the Ballance of Power 


was provided for; elſe Py/fratis, (called by Au- 


g ; Herodot. 
have governed ſo peaccably as he did, Ib. 1. 
without changing any of Slons Laws. "Theſe ſeve- 
7 Powers, together with that of the Archon, or 
| . chief 


ö 


— 1 r S oe Tyre — 
- — — 4 —_ ws db 98 
5 


— 
— . 


— 


83 
— — 


— 


* — — 


— — EA Mg — ers — 8 = » 


! 
f 
. - 


14 1 and Diſoationl 1 


— Magiſtrate, made up the Form of Government 
as, at what Time it be to e u 
the Scene of Action and Story. "I. = 
Ihe firſt great Man bred up under this luste 
tion was Miltiades, who lived about Ninety Years 
after Solon; and is reckoned to have been the firſt 
great Captain not only of Athens, but of all Greece. 
From the Time of Miltiades to that of Phocion, 
who is looked upon as the laſt famous General of 
Athens, are about 130 Years : After which they were 
ſubdued and inſulted by Alexander's Captains, and 
continued under ſeveral Revolutions, a ſmall truck- 
ling State pf no Name, or Reputation, untill they fell 
with the reſt of Greece under the Power of the 
Romans. 
DuniIN this Period fk Mittides to Þhotion, I 
mall trace the Conduct of the Athenians, with re- 
lation to their Diſſentions between the PEOPLE and | 


ſome of their GENERALS; who, at that Time, by il 


their Power and Credit in the Army, in a warlike 
Commonwealth, and often ſupported by each other, 
were, with the Magiſtrates and other Civil Officers, 
a Sort of Counterpoiſe to the Power of the People, 
who fince the Death of Solon, had already made great 
Encroachments. What theſe Diſſentions were, . 
founded, and what the Conſequences of them, 1 ſhall 
briefly and impartially relate. 

I uus here premiſe, that the Nobles i in Athens 
were not at this Time a Corporate Aſſembly, that I 
can gather ; therefore the Reſentments of the Com- 
mons were uſually turned againſt particular Perſons, 
and by way of Articles of Impeachment. Whereas 
the Commons in Rome, and ſome other States, (as | 
wil — in * Place) although they _— 
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this Method upon Occafion, yet generally purſued 
the Enlargement of their Power, by more ſet Quar- 
rels of one entire Aﬀembly againſt another. How- 


ever, the Cuſtom of particular Impeachments being 


not limited to former Ages, any more than that of 
eneral Struggles, and Diſſentions betwixt fixed Af- 
femblies of Nobles and Commons; and the Ruin of 


| Greece having been owing to the former, as that of 


Rome was to the latter; I ſhall treat on both expreſſy; 
that thoſe States, who are concerned in either (if at 


leaſt there be any ſuch now in the World) may, by 


obſerving the Means and Iſſues of former Diſſenti- 
ons, learn whether the Cauſes are alike in theirs 3 
and if they find them to be ſo, may conſider whether 
they ought not juſtly to apprehend the ſame Effects. 

To Peak of every particular Perſon, impeached 


| by the Commons of Athens, within the Camp aſs de- 


Hank would introduce the Hiſtory of 1 every 


great Man they had among them. I ſhall therefore 


take Notice only of fix, who living in that Period of 


Time when Athens was at the Height of its Glory, 


(as indeed it could not be otherwiſe, while ſuch 
Hands were at the Helm) although impeached for 
high Crimes and Miſdemeanors, fuch as Bribery, ar- 
bitrary Proceedings, miſapplying, or imbexling publick 
Funds, ill Condu# at Sea, and the. like; were ho- 
noured and lamented by their Country, as the Pre- 


fervers of it, and have had the Veneration of 1 


Ages ſince juſtly paid to their Memories. 
MILTLADES was one of the Athenian Generals 


againſt the Perſian Power; and the famous Victory 
at Marathon was chiefly owing to his Valour and 
Conduct. Being ſent ſome time after to reduce the 
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and conſtant Intereſt of that Commonwealth ; and 
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Iand Paros „ he miſtook a great Fire at Diſtance fot 


the Fleet, and being no ways a Match for the Enemy, 


fer fail to Anbens. At his Arrival he was impeached 
by the Commons for Treachery, although not able to 
appear by reaſon of his Wounds; tined 3 oo 

Crowns, and died in Priſon, Although the Conſe- 
quences of this Proceeding upon the Affairs of Athens, 


were no more than the untimely Loſs of fo great 


and good a Man, yet I could not forbear relating 


Turin next great Man was Ariſtides: Beſides the 
mighty Service he had done his Country in the 
Wars; he was a Perſon of the ſtricteſt Juſtice, and 
beſt acquainted with the Laws, as well as Forms of 
their Government; ſo that he was in a Manner 
Chancellor of Athens. This Man, upon a flight and 


falſe Accuſation of favouring arbitrary Power, was 


| baniſhed by Oſtraciſin; which rendered into modern 


Engliſh, would ſignify, that they voted he ſpould be 
removed from their Preſence and Councils for ever; 
Bur, they had ſoon the Wit to recal him; and to that 
Action owed the Preſervation of their State by his 
future Services. For, it muſt be ſtill confeſſed in Be- 
half of the Athenian People, that they never con- 


' ceived themſelves perfectly infallible, nor arrived to 


the Heights of modern Aſſemblies, to make Obſtinacy 


confirm what ſudden Heat and Temerity began, 
They thought it not below the Dignity of an Aſſem- 
| bly to endeayour at correcting an ill Step; at leaſt to 


repent, although it often fell out too late. 
THEMISTOCLES was at firſt a Commoner him- 

ſelf. It was he who raiſed the Athenians to their 

Greatneſs at Sca, which he thought to be the true 


the 


Sr 

che famoiis Naval Victory over the Perfiaks t . 
iis, was owing to his Conduct. It ſeems, the Peg- 
ple obſerved ſomewhat of Haughtineſs in his Tem- 

per and Behaviour, and therefore baniſhed him for. 

five Years; but finding ſome flight Matter of Accu- 
ſation againſt him, they ſent to ſeize his Perſon, and 
he hardly eſcaped to the Perſſan Court; from 
whence, if the Love of his Country had hot ſur- 
mounted its baſe Ingratitude to him, he had many 
Invitations to return at, the Head of the Perfan 
Fleet, and take a terrible Revenge; but he rather 
Choſe à yolluamry Death. 00 
Tun People of Athens impeached Pericles for 
miſapplying the publick Revenues to his own, private 
Uſe. He had been a Perſon of great Deſervings 
from the Republick, was an admirable Speaker, and 
very popular; his Accounts were confuſed; and be 
wanted Time to adjuſt them; therefore, meerly to divert 
that Difficulty, and the Conſequences of it, he was 
forced to engage his Country in the Peloponhefian 
War, the longeſt that ever was known in Greece; 
and which ns, in the utter Ruin of Athens. 

Taz ſame People having reſolved to ſubdue Sici- 
ly, ſent a mighty Fleet under the Command of M. 
cias, Lamachus, and Alcibiades; the two former, 
Perſons of Age and Experience; the laſt, a young 
Man of noble Birth, excellent Education, and 4 
plentiful Fortune. A little before the Fleet ſet fail; 
it ſeems, one Night, the Stone Images of Mercury, 
placed in ſeveral Parts of the City, were all pared in 
the Face: This Action the Athenians interpreted for 
A Deſign of deſtrœying the popular State; and Ari 
biadgs, having been formerly noted for the like Fro- 
licks and Excurſions, was immediately accuſed of this, 
8 C | He 


« 4 
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He; whether conſcious of his Innocence, or aſſured 
of the Secrecy, offered to come to his Tryal before 
hs went to his Command: This the Athenians refu- 
| ſed: But as ſoon as he was got to Sicily, they {ent 
for him back, deſigning to take the Advantage, and 
proſecute him in the Abſence of his Friends, and of 
the Army, where he was very. powerful. It ſeems, 
he underſtood the Reſentments of a popular Aſſem- 
bly too well to truſt them; and therefore, inſtead of 
returning, eſcaped to Sparta; where his Deſire of 
Revenge prevailing over his Love to his Country, he 
became its greateſt Enemy. Mean while, the Athe- 
hians before Sicily, by the Death of one Comman- 
der, and the Superſtitiqn, Weakneſs, and perfect ill 
Conduct of the other, were utterly deſtroyed; the 


whole Fleet taken, a miſerable Slaughter made of the nl | 
Arniy, wheteof hardly one ever returned” Some MI * 
Time after this, Alcibiades was recalled upon his 1 
own Conditions, by the Neceſſities of the People, 4 
and made chief Commander at Sea and Land; but f 
His Lieutenant engaging againſt his poſitive Orders, ir 
and being beaten by Lyſander; Alcibiades was again WW 4. 
diſgraced and baniſhed. However, the Athenians th 
having loft all Strength and Heart finee their Misfor- N 
tune at Sicily, and now deprived of the only Perſon an 
that was able to recovet their Loſſes, repent of their ry 
ERaſhneſs, and endeavour, in vain, for his Reſtora- der 
tion ; the Perſian Lieutenant, to whoſe Protection he ne\ 
fled, making him a Sacrifice to the Reſentments of Hat 
Lyſander, the General of the Lacedemonians ; who Kin 
now reduceth all the Dominions of the Athenians, WM whc 
takes the City, razes their Walls, ruins their Works; WM 24s, 
and changes the Form of their Government; which, Dea 


although again reſtored for ſome Time by Thraſybu- 
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len (as their Walls were rebuile by Conon) yet here 
we muſt date the Fall of the Athenian Greatn $ 
| the Dominion and chief Power in Greece, from 1 
Period, to the Time of Alexander the Great, whi 
was about fifty Years, being divided between the & Pate 
tans and Thebans : Although Philip, Aecanſer 
Father, (the moſt Chriſtian King of that Age) 4 
indeed, ſome Time before, begun to break in u pon 
the Republicks of Greece, by Conqueſt or b 
particularly dealing large Money among ſome popular 
Orators; by which he brought many of them (48 
the Term of Art was then) to Philippize. i460 
In the Time of Alexander and his Captains, the 
© | Athenians were offered an Opportunity of recover- 
ing their Liberty, and being reſtored to their former 
W State ; but the wiſe Turn they thought to give the 
Matter, was by an Impeachment and Sacrifice, of the 
Author, ro hinder the Succeſs. For, after the De- 
ſtruction of Thebes by Alexander, this Prince deſign- 
ing the Conqueſt of Athens, was prevented by Pu- 
cion, the Athenian General, then Ambaſſador from 
that State ; who, by his grear Wiſdom arid Skill at 
Negociation, diverted Alexander from his Deſi ign, 
and reſtored the Athenians to his Favour. The ye. 
ry ſame Succeſs he had wich Antipater after Alexan- - 
ders Death; at which Time, the Government was 
new regulated by, Solon's Laws: But Polyperchon, in 
Hatred to Phocion, having, by Order of the young 
King, (whoſe Governor, he was) reſtored tho 
whom Phocion had baniſhed; the Plot ſucceeded, 
—— Was accuſed by popular Orators, and put to 
eath 
Tuus was the moſt powerful Commonwealth 6f 
all Greece, after great Degeneracies from the Inſtitu· 
C x Fog | 
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tion of Solon, utterly deſtroyed by that raſh, jealous 
and inconftant Humour of the People, which was 
never ſatisfied to ſee a General either vicforious, of 
tnfortunate ; Such ill Judges, as well as Rewarders, 
have popular Aſſemblies been, of thoſe who beſt de- 

Farid . them. 1 . 
Nov the Circumſtance, which makes theſe Ex- 
amples of more Importancè, is, that this very Power 
of the People in Athens, claimed ſo confidently for an 
in herent Right, and inſiſted on as the undoubted Pri- 
vilege of an Athenian born, was the rankeſt En- 
croachment imaginable, and rhe groſſeſt Degeneracy 
from the Form that Solon left them. In ſhort, their 
Government was grown into a Dominatio Plebis, ot 
Tyranny of the People ; who, by Degrees, had broke 
and overthrown the Ballance which that Legiſlator 
had very well fixed and provided for. This appears 
not only from what hath been already ſaid of that 
| Law-giver, but more manifeſtly from a2 
lib. 28. Paſſage in Diodorus; who tells us, That 
Antipater, one of Alexander's Captains, 
abrogated the popular Government, (in Athens) and 
reſtored the Power of Suffrages and Magiſtracy, to 
ſuch, only, as were worth two Theuſand Drachmas ; | 
by which Means, (ſays he) that Republick came to | 
be again adminiſtered by the Laws of Solon, By this | 
Quotation, it is maniteſt, that this great Author 
looked upon Ss Inſtitution, and a popular Goverr- | 
ment to be two different Things. And as for this | 
| Reſtoration by Antipater, it had neither Conſequence | 
hor Continuance worth obſerving, 8 ] 
1 11 2 eaſily produce many more Examples, but | 
] heſe are ſufficient: And it may be worth the Rew | 
der Time to reflect, a little, on the Merits of the 
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further, than by repeating, that Ariſtides was the 


moſt renowned by the People themſelves for his ex- 
act Fuftice, and Knowledge in the Law, That The. 


niſtocles was a moſt fortunate Admiral; and had'got 
a mighty Victory over the great King of Perſia's 


Fleet. That Pericles was an able Miniſter of State, 
an excellent Orator, and a Man of Letters: And 
laſtly, that Phocion, beſides the Succeſs of his Arms, 


was alſo renowned for his Negotiations abroad; ha- 
ving, in an Embaſſy, brought the greateſt Monarch 


of the World, at that Time, to the Terms of an bo, 


nourable Peace, by which his Country was preſerved. 


I $sHALL conclude my Remarks upon Athens, with 


the Character given us of that People by Polybius. 
About this Time, (ſays he) the Athenians were go- 
verned by two Men, quite ſunk in their Affairs - had 


little or #0 Commerce with the reſt of Greece; and 


were become great Revcrencers of crowned Heads. 


Fon, from the Time of Alexander's Captains, till 


Greec? was ſubdued by the Romans, (to the latter 
Part of which, this Deſcription of Polybins falls in) 


Athens never produced one famous Man, either for 


Councils or Arms, or hardly for Learning, And, in- 
deed, it was a dark inſipid Period thro f all Greece: 
For, except the Aebaian League 9 | | 
Aratus and Philop.emen ; and the Endea» Pohb, 
yours of Aris and Cleomenes, to reſtore 


the State of Sparta, ſo frequently haraſſed with Ty. 


rannies, occaſioned by the popular Practices of tha 


 Ephori; there was very little worth recording. A 


which Conſequences may, perhaps, be juſtly imput 
to this Negeneracy of Athens, = 
OY CHAR 
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| Cauſe, as well as of the Men who had heen thus 
dealt with by their Country. I ſhall dire& hint na 
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| have of it, was divided into ſeveral Kingdoms, o 


| their People, upon the Score of their arbitrary Pro- 


who came to the Siege of Troy, as Well as by ſeveral 


& 
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* 


the Conſequences they had upon that 
r 5 | 


Avins, in the foregoing Chapter, con- 
fined my ſelf to the Proceedings of the 
6 Commons, only by the Method of 
$ Inpeachments againſt particular Perſons, 
ad with the fatal Effects they had upon 
the State of Athens; I ſhall now treat of the Diſſen- 
$10ns at Rome, between the People and the Collective 
Body of the Patricians or Nobles. It is a large * 
ook but I ſhall draw it into as narrow a Compaſs as 
can. VVV 
As Greece, from, the moſt antient Accounts we 


wuas moſt Part of Italy into ſeveral petty 
Dim / Commonwealths. And, as thoſe Kings 
Hales. in Greece are ſaid to have been depoſed by. 


ceedinps; fo, on the contrary, the Commonwealths 
of [Italy were all ſwallowed up, and concluded in the 
Tyranny of the Roman Emperors. However, the 
Differences between thoſe Grecian Monarchies, and 
Italian Republicks, were not very great: For, by the 
Accounts Homer gives us of thoſe Grecian Princes, 


Fal⸗ 
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Paſſages in the Odyſſes; it is maniteſt, that the Pow: 
er of theſe Princes, in their ſeveral States, was much 

of a Size with that of the Kings in Sparta, the Ar» 
chon at Athens, the Suffetes at Carthage, and the 
Conſuls in Rowe: So that a limited and divided 
Power, ſeems to have been the moſt antient and in- 
herent Principles of both thoſe People, in Matters of 
Governmept. And ſuch did that of Rome continue 
from the Time of Romulus, although witÞ ſome In: 
terruptions, to Fulius Ceſar; when it ended in the 
Tyranny of a fingle Perſon. During which Period. 
(not many Years . than from the Norman Con- 
queſt to our Age) the Commons were growing, by 
egrees, into Power and Property, gaining Ground 
upon the Patricians, as it were Inch by Inch, till at 
laſt they quite overturned the Ballance; leaving all 
Doors open to the Practices of po ular and ambitioug 
Men, who deſtroyed the wileſt Republick, and en» 
ſlav:d the nobleſt People that ever entered upon the 
Stage of the World. By what Steps and Degrees 
this was brought to paſs, ſhall be the Subject of my 
preſent Enquiry” . „ 5 Ns 
W HiLE Rome was governed by Kings, the Mo- 
narchy was altogether ele&ive. Romulus himſelb; 
when he had built the City, was declared King by 
the univerſal Conſent of the People, and by Augury, 
which was then underſtood for Divine Appointment. 
Among other Divifions he made, of the People, one 
was into Patricians and Plebeians; The former 
were like the Barons of England, ſome time after 
the Conqueſt; and the latter are alſo deſcribed to be 
almoſt exa&ly what our Commons were then ; .For, 
they were Dependants upon the Patrictans, whom, 
_ they choſe for their Patrons and Protectors, to anfwer 
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for t eir A pearance, and defend them in any Pro- 
ceſs re alſo ſupplied their Patrons with i 
in Exchange for their Protection. This Cuſtom 00 
u it ſeems, was very ancient, and long prac- 


{ed among the Greeks. © | | 


Our of theſe Patricians, Romulus choſe an Hun- 


fred'to be a Senate, or Grand Council, for Advice an 
Aſſiſtance to him in the Adminiſtration. The Se- 
nate, therefore, originally conſiſted all of Nobles, 
and were, of themſelves, a fanding Council; the 
People being only convoked upon ſuch Occaſions, as 
by this Inſtitution of Romulus, fell into their Cogni- 
|  zance': "Theſe were to conſtitute Magiſtrates, to give 
their Votes'for making Laws, and to adviſe upon en- 
tering on a War. But the two former of theſe po- 
pular Privileges, were to be confirmed by Authority 
of the Senate; and the laſt was only permitted at 
the King's Pleaſure, This was the utmoſt Extent of 


Power pretended by the Commons in the Time of Ro- 


mulus; all the reſt being divided between the King 


| and the Senate; the whole agrecing very nearly with 


the Conſtitution of England, for ſome Centuries af- 
ter the Conqueſt. * OD | 


Arryr a Year's Interregnum from the Death of 


Romulus, the Senate, of their own Authority, choſe 
a Succeſſor, and a Stranger, meerly upon the Fame 
of his Virtue, without asking the Conſent of the 
Commons; which Cuſtom they likewiſe obſerved 
1 the two following Kings. But, in the Election of 


arquinius Priſcus, the fifth King, we firſt hear 


mentioned, that it was done, Populi impetrata vo- 
; Which, indeed, was but very reafonable for a 
free People to expect; although I cannot remember, 
in my little Reading, by what Incidents they were 
r brought 
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brought to advance ſo great a Step, However jt 
were, this Prince, in Gratitude to the People, by 
whoſe Conſent he was choſen, ele&ed a Hundred 
Senators out of the Commons; whoſe Number, with 
former Additions, was now amounted to three 
Hundred. | ws 
Tux People, having once diſcovered their ow 
Strength, did ſoon take Occaſion to exert it, and 
that by very great Degrees. For, at this King's 
Death, (who was murdered by the Sons of a former) 

being at a Loſs for a Succeſſor, Servins Tullius, a 
Stranger, and of mean Extraction, was choſen Pro- 


tector af the Kingdom, by the People, without the 


Conſent of the Senate; at which the Nobles bein 

diſpleaſed, he wholly applied himſelf to gratify the 

Commons; and was by them declared and confirmed 
no longer Protector, but King. | 


* ® * 


Tunis Prince firſt introduced the Cuſtom of gi- 
ving Freedom to Servants, ſo as to become Citizens 
of equal Privileges with the reſt; which very much 
contributed to encreaſe the Power of the People. 
Tus, in a very few Years, the Commons pro- 
ceeded ſo far as to wreſt even the Power of chuſin 
a King, entirely out of the Hands of the Nobles : 
Which was ſo great a Leap, and cauſed ſuch a Con- 
vulſion and Struggle in the State, that the Conſtitu- 
tion could not bear it; but Civil Piſſentions aroſe, 

which immediately were followed by the Tyranny 
of a ſingle Perſon, as this was by the utter Subverſion 
of the Regal Government, and by a Settlement upon 
a new Foundation. For, the Nobles, ſpighted at 
this Indignity done them by the Commons, firmly 
united in a Body, depoſed this Prince by plain Force, 
and choſe Tarquin the Proud; who, running into all. 
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the Forms and Methods of Tyranny; after a cruel 
Reign, was expelled by an univerſal Concurrence of 
. and People, whom the Miſeries of his Reign 
vad reconciled. 5 
Wu the Conſular Government began, the Bal- 
lance of Power between the Nobles and Plebeians 
| Was fixed a-new. The two firſt Conſuls were no- 
minated by the Nobles, and confirmed by the * 
mons; and a Law was enacted, That no Perſon 
mould bear any Magiſtracy in Rome, injuſſu FPopuli; 
that is, without Conſent of the Commons. | 
In ſuch turbulent Times as theſe, many of the 
poorer Citizens had contracted numerous Debts, either 
to the richer Sort among themſelves, or to Senators 
and other Nobles: And the Caſe of Debtors in 
i Rome, tor the firſt four“ Centuries, was, 
condits, | after the ſet Time for Payment, no Choice, 
| but either to pay, or be the Creditor's 
Slave. In this Juncture, the Commons leave the 
City in Mutiny and Diſcontent ; and will not re- 
turn, but upon Condition to be acquitted of all their 
Debts; and morcover, that certain Magiſtrates be 
choſen yearly, whoſe Buſineſs it ſhall be to defend 
the Commons from Injuries. Theſe are called, Trj- 
Junes of the People; their Perſons are held ſacred and 
inviolable, and the People bind themſelves, by Oath, 
never to abrogate the Office. By theſe Tribunes, 
in Proceſs of Time, the People were groſly impoſed 
on, to ſerve the Turns and Occaſions of revengeful 
or ambitious Men; and to commit ſuch Exorbitan- 


Government. | | | 

Tntsz Tribunes, a Year or two after their Inſti-__ 
tution, kindled great Diflentions between the Nobles 
and 


Q 


ces, as could nor end, but in the Diſſolution of the 


| 


and the commons; #n the Account of Coriolanus, a 


in Aries and Rows, | I 


Nobleman, whom the latter had impeac hed; and the 
Conſequences of whoſe Impeachment (if I had not 
confined my ſelf to Grecian Examples for that Part 


1 


of my Subject) had like to haye . o fatal to their 
State. And, from this Time, the Tribunes begun a 
Cuſtom of accuſing, to the People, Whatever Noble 
they pleaſed; ſeveral of whom were baniſhed, or 
put to Death, in every Age. 


Ar this Time, the Romans were very much en- 
gaged in Wars with their neighbouring States; but 
upon the leaſt Intervals of Peace, the Quarrels be- 
tween the Nobles and the Plebeians would revive; 


and one of the moſt frequent Subjects of their Diffe- 
rences, was the conquered Lands, which the Com- 


mons would fain have divided among the Publick ; 
but the Senate could not be brought to give their 
Conſent, For ſeveral of the wiſeſt among the No- 
bles, began to apprehend the growing Power of the 
People; and therefore, knowipg what an Acceſſion 
thereof would accrue to them, Þy ſuch an Addition 
of Property, uſed all Means to prevent it: For this, 
the 1000 Family was moſt noted; and, thereupon 
moſt hated by the Commons. One of them, havin 
made a Speech againſt this Diviſion of Lands, was 
impeached by the People of high Treaſon, and æ Day 
appointed for his Tryal; but, he diſdaining to make 
of killing himſelf: After whoſe Death, the Com- 
_ prevailed, and the Lands were divided among 
them. | ER 

_ . Tris Point was no ſooner gained, but new Diſ- 


his Defence, choſe rather the uſual Roman Remedy 


ſentions began: For the Plebeians would fain hav 


2 Law enacted, to lay all Mens Rights and Privi- * 
85 | leges 


as 
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es 1 the ſame Level ; and to enlarge the Power 
every Magiſtrate, within his own Juriſdiction, as 
much he of the Conſuls, The 'Tribunes 1110 
| obtained ta have their Number doubled, 
. which before was five; and the Author 
* tells us, that their inſdlence and Power 
encreaſed with their Number; and the Seditions 
were alſo doubled with it. 
By the Beginning of the fourth Century, from the 
Building of Rome, the Tribunes proceeded ſo far, in 
the Name of the Commons, as to accuſe and fine 
the Conſuls themſelves, who repreſented the kingly 
or al And the Senate obſerving, how, in all Con- 
entions, they were forced to yie d to the Tribunes 
and People, thought it their wiſeſt Courſe to give 
way. alſo to Time: Therefore a Decree was made to 
fend Ambaſſadors to Athens, and the other Grecian 
Commonwealths, planted in that Part of [taly called 
Grecia Major, to make a Collection of the beſt 
Laws; out of which, and ſome of their own, a new 
complete Body of Law was formed, afterwards 
known by the Name of the Laws of the Tale 
Tables. 
To digeſt theſe Laws into Order, ten Men were 
1 choſen, My the Adminiſtration of all A fairs left in 
Þ Fl Cet Hands: What Uſe they made of it, hath been 
iy already ſhewn. It was certainly a great Revolution, 
produced entirely by the many unjuſt Encroachments 
of the People; and might have wholly changed the 
Fate of Rome, if the Folly and Vice of chofe who 
were chiefly concerned, could have ſuffered it 
take Root. 
Am. Years after, the Commons mats farther 
Acfances on the Power of the N ole; demanding, 


among 


Alea. 


5 
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among the reſt, that the Conſulſhip, which hither- 
to had only been diſpoſed to the former, ſhould now 
lie in common to the Pretenſions of any Roman whatt- 
ſocver. This, although it failed at preſent, yet af- 
terwards obtained, and was a mighty Step to the 
Ruin of the Commonwealth @ 3 
Wu r I have hitherto ſaid of Rome, hath been 
chiefly collected out of that exact and diligent 


? Writer Dionyſus Halicarnaſſeus ; whoſe Hiſtory 
\ (through the Injury of Time) reacheth no farthet 
p than to the Beginning of the fourth Century, aftet 
V the Building of Rome: The reſt I'ſhall ſupply from 
* other Authors; although I do not think it neceſſary 

10 to deduce this Matter any further, ſo very particular- 
? ly as I have hitherto done. 3 
© To point at whar Time the Ballance of Powet 
4 | was moſt equally held between the Lords and Com- 
N mons in Rome, would, perhaps, admit a Controverſy. 
7 | Polybins tells ns, that in the ſecond Pu- * 

M nick War, the Carthaginians were declin- mn 

"a ing, becauſe the Ballance was got too- 

a much on the Side of the People; whereas the Ro- 
5 mans were in their greateſt Vigour, by the Power 
14 remaining in the Senate; yet this was between two 
= and three Hundred Years after the Period Dionyſius 
wg ends with; in which Time, the Commons had made 
itn RY feveral further Acquiſitions. This, however, muſt 
be be granted, that (untill about the Middle of the 
ho I fourth Century) when the Senate appeared reſolute 
o dat any Time upon exerting their Authority, and ad- 


hered cloſely together, they did often carry their 
Phint. Beſides, it js obſerved by the beſt Au- 
| | Tn thors. 
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who, by the Credit they had in their Armies, fell in- 
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from the Expulſion of the Kings; al- 

though the People frequently proceeded to 

rude contumelious Language, and ſome- 
| times ſo far as to pull and hale one another 
about the Forum; yet no Blood was ever drawn in a- 
ny popular Commotions, until the Time of the Grac- 
chi? However, I am of Opinion, that the Ballance 


Diony 
Hal. Plu- 
ta cb, &c. 


hid begun many Years before to lean to the popular | 


Side. But this Default was corre&ed, partly by the 
Principle juſt mentioned, of never Erase, Blood in 


a Tumult; partly by the warlike Genius of the Peo- 


ple, which, in thoſe Ages, was almoſt perpetually 
employed; and partly by their great Commanders, 


to the Scales as a farther Counterpoiſe to the growin 

Powet of the People. Beſides, Polybius, who lived 
in the Time of Scipio Africanus 0 Younger, had 
the ſame Apprehenſions of the continual Encroach- 
ments made by the Commons; and being a Perſon of 
as great Abilities, and as much Sagacity as any of his 
Age; from obſerving rhe Corruptions which, he 


ſaith, had already entered into the Roman Conſtitu- 


tion, did very neatly foretel what would be the Iſſue 
of them. His Words are very remarkable, and with 


little Addition may be rendered to this 


6.3. Purpoſe. That thoſe Abuſes and Corrup- 
tions, which in Time deſtroy à Government, 


ure ſown along with the very Seeds of it, and both 
grow up tog et her: And that, as Ruſt eats away 


tron, and Worms devour Wood ; and both are a Sort 
bf Plagues, born and bred along with the Subſtance 
they deſtroy ; ſo with every Form and Scheme of (0- 
wernment that Man can invent, ſome Vice, or Corrup- 


thors, that in all the Quarrels and Tumults at Romy 


tion 
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| tion crecps in with the very Inſtitution, which grows 
tp along with, and at laſt deſtroys it. The ſame 
Author, in another Place, ventures ſo far 46500 
as to gueſs at the particular Fate which 


It. 6. 
would attend the Roman Government. + 5 


He faith, its Ruin would ariſe from the popular Tu- 
mults, which would introduce a Dominatio Plebis, 


or Tyranny of the People: Wherein, it is certain, he 


had Reaſon; and therefore, _ have adventured 


to purſue his Conjectures ſo far, as to the Conſe 


quences of a popular Tyranny; which, as perpetual 


Experience teacheth, never fails to be followed by 


the arbitrary Government of a ſingle Perſon. 
| Azovur the Middle of the fourth Century, from 
the Building of Rome, it was declared lawful for 
Nobles and Plebeians to intermarry ; which Cuſtom, 
among many other States, hath proved the. moſt 
effectual Means to ruin the former, and raife the 
latter, 8 3 

Anv now, the greateſt Employments in the State 


were, one after another, by Laws forceably ena&ed 


by the Commons, made free to the People ; the Con- 
ſulſhip it ſelf, the Office of Cenſor, that of the One: 
ftors, or Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, the Office of 
Prætor, or Chief Fuſtice, the Priefthood, and even 
that of Difator ; The Senate, after long Oppoſi- 
non, yielding, meerly er. Quiet, to the conti- 
nual urging Clamours of the Commons, and of the 


Tiribunes their Advocates. A Law was likewiſe en. 
acted, that the Plebiſcita, or, a Vote of the Houſe of 


Commons, ſhould be of univerſal Obliga- ms 
tion : Nay, in Time, the Method of ena&- 22 


ing Laws was wholly inverted: For, 


whereas the Senate uſed, of old, to confirm the Ple- 
biſcita; 


/ 
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biſcita; the People did at laſt, as they pleaſed, con- 
firm, or diſannul the Senatuſconfults. 
APPIUS CLAUDIUS brought in a Cuſtom of 
admitting to the Senate, the Sons of freed Men, ot.- 
of ſuch who had once been Slaves; by which, and 
AP Alterations of the like Nature, that great 
incil degenerated into a moſt corrupt and factious 
Body of Men divided againſt it ſelf; and its Autho- 
tity became deſpiſed. 5 51 
Tux Century and half following, to the End of 
the third Punick War, by the Deſfrudion of Car- 
thage, was a very bufy Period at Rome: The Inter- 
vals between every War being fo ſhort, that the Tyi- 
bunes and People had hardly Leiſure, or Breath to en- 
ſage in domeſtick Diflentions: However, the little 


ime they could ſpare, was generally employed the 


ſame way. So Terentius Leo, a Tribune, is recorded 
to have baſely proſtituted the Privileges of a Roman 
Citizen, in perfect Spight to the Nebles. So the 
great African Scipio, and his Brother, after all theit 
mighty Services, were impeached by an ungrateful 
Commons. 


However, the warlike Genius of the People, and 


continual Employment they had for it, ſerved to di- 
vert this Humour from running into a Head, till the 
Age of the Gracchi, 1 
1 * Perſons entering the Scene, in the Time 
of a full Peace, fell violently upon advancing the 
Power of the People, by reducing into Practice all 
- thoſe Encroachments, which a, 
Years gaining. There were, at that Time, certain 
Conquered Lands to be divided; beſide a great private 


Eftato left by a King, Theſe, the Tribunes, by 


Procurement of the elder Gracehus, declared by their 
| legi- 


ad been ſo many 


3h Arnzns ah ROH! | 
ſegiltitive Authority, were not to be diſpoſed of By 
the Nobles ; but by the Commons only. The young* 
er Brother purſued the ſame Deſign; and beſides, 
obtained a Law, that all Italians ſhould vote at Elec- 
tions, as well as the Citizens of Rome? In ſhort, the 
* Whole Endeavours of them both, perpetually turned 
IE the Nobles Authority in all Thing: 


\ 
* 


but eſpecially in the Matter of Fudicathre. And, 
although they both loſt theit Lives in thoſe Purſuits; _ 
yet they traced out ſuch Ways; as wete afterwards fo 
towed by Marius, Sylla, Pompey, and Czſar, to the 
Ruin of the Roman Freedom and Greatneſs, 
Fon, in the Time of Marius; Saturnini, a Tris 
bune, procured a Law, that the Senate ſhould be 
bound, by Oath, to agree to whatever the People 
would ena& : And Marius himſelf, while he was in 
that Office of Tribune, is recorded to have, with 
great Induſtry, uſed all Endeavours for depreſſing the 
Nobles, and raiſing the People; particularly, for 
cramping the former in their Power of Faudicature ; 
which was their moſt amtient inherent Right. 

SYLL A, by the ſame Meaſures, became abſolute 
Tyrant of Rome: He added three Hundred Com- 
mons to the Senate, which perplexed the Power of 
the whole Order, and rendered it ineffe&ual ; then, 
flinging off the Mask, he aboliſhed the Office of 
Tribune, as being only a Scaffold to "Tyranny ; 
Whereof he had no further UW lee. 

As to Pompey and Ceſar ; Plutarch tells us, that 
their Union tor pulling down the Nobles, (by their 
Credit with the People) was the Cauſe of the Civil 

War, which ended in the Tyranny of the latter; 
both of them, in their Conſulſhips, having uſed all 
tndeavours and Occaſions tor ſinking the Authority 

Vol. I. ; 2 | of 
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of the Patricians, and giving Way to all Enctoachs 
ments of the People, wherein they expected beſt to 
find their owh Account. Sift. = 
From this Deduction of popular Encroachments | . 
in Rome, the Reader will eaſil judge how much the | 
Ballance was fallen upon that Side: Indeed, by this 
'Time the very Foundation was removed, and it was 
a moral Impoffibility, that the Republick could ſub- 
fiſt any longer. For, the Commons having uſurped 
the Offices of the State, and trampled on the Senate. 
there wis no Government left, but a Dominatio Ple- 
- bis: Let us, therefore, examine how they proceeded 
in this Conjuncture. 
THINK it is an univerſal Truth, that the People 
dre much more dextrous at pulling down, and ſetting 
up, than at preſerving what is fixed: And they are 
not fonder of ſeizing more than their own, than 
they are of delivering it up again to the wort Bid. 
der, with their own into.the Bargain. For, although 
in their cottupt Notions of Divine Worſhip, they 
are apt to multiply their Gods ; yet their earthly De- 
votion is ſeldom paid to above one Idol at a Time, 
of their own Cteation; whoſe Oar they pull with 
leſs Murmuring, and much more Skill, than when 
they ſbare the Lading, or even hold the Helm. 

Tux ſeveral Provinces of the Roman Empire, 
were now governed by the great Men of their State; 
thoſe upon the Frontiers with powerful Armies, ei- 
ther for Conqueſt, or Defence. [Theſe Governors, 
upon any Defigns of Revenge, of Ambition, were 
ſure to meet with a divided Power at home; and 
therefore bent all their Thoughts, and Applications, 
to cloſe in with the People; who were now, by ma- 


ny Degrees, the ſtronger Party. Two of the _ 
2 : 
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eſt Spirits that Rome ever produced, happened to live 
at the Tame Time, and to be engaged in the ſame 


Purſuit; and this at a, Jun&ure the moſt ds eroui 


for ſuch a Conteſt. Theſe were Pompey and Cz/ar j 


two Stars of ſuch a Magnitude; that their Conjun&io 
was as likely to be fatal, as their Oppoſition. , ._ 
Tun Tribunes ind People, having now fubdued 


all Competitors, began the laſt, Gaine of a prevalent 


Populace, which is that of chufing themſelves a Ma- 


fer ; while the Nobles foreſaw, ind uſed all Endea- 
vours left them, to prevent it. The People, at firſt; 
made Pompey their Admiral, with full Power over all 
the Mediterranean; ſoon after, Captain-General of 
all the Roman Forces, and Governor of Mu. Pom- 
pey, on the other Side, reſtored the Office of Tribune; 


which S/ had put down; and, in his Conſulſhip, 
procured a Law for examining into the Miſcarriages 
of Men in Office, or Command, for Twenty Nears paſt, 


any other Examples of Pompey's Popularity, are left 
us on Record; who was a perfect Favourite of the 
People, and deſigned to he more; but his Pretenfiond 
grew ſtale; for want of a timely Opportunity to in- 
troduce them upon the Stage. For Cæſar, with his 


| Legions in Gaul, was a perpetual Check upon his 


Defigns ; and in the Arts of pleaſing the People, did 
ſoon after get many Lengths beyond him. He tells 
us himſelf, that the Senate, by a bold Effort, having 


made ſome ſevere Decrets againſt his Proceedings, 
and againſt the Tribunes; theſe all left the City, and 


went over to his Patty, and conſequently along with 
them the Affections and Intereſts of the People; 
which is further manifeſt, from the Accounts he gives 
us of the Citizens, in ſeveral Towns, mutinyi 
againſt their * and delivering both —_ 
| | 23 $3 1 2 
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Devotion. Befides, Cæſars publick and avowt 
Pretenſions for beginning the Civil War, were to re: 
ſore the Tribünes and the People, oppreſſed (as he 
ptetended) by the Nobles. 


t 


Tus forced Pompey, againſt his Inclinations, up- 
on the Neceſſity of changing Sides, fot fear of being 
forſaken by both; ind of clofing in with the Senate 
and chief Magiſtrates; 
neral againſt Ceſar: 


Tfvs, at length, the Senate (at leaſt the primitive 
Part of them, the Nobles) under Pompey, and the 


Common vitider Ceſar, came to a final Deciſion of 
the long Quarrels between them. For, I think, the 
Ambition of private Men, did, by no Means, begin, 
ot occafion this War; although Civil Diſſentions ne- 


ver fail of introducing; and ſpiriting the Ambition of 


| ous Men; who thus became, indeed, - the great 


nſtruments fot deciding of ſuch Quarrels, and at laſt 


are ſure to feize on the Prize. But no Man, who 
ſees 4 Flock of Vultures hovering over two Armies 
ready to engage, can juſtly charge the Blood drawn 
in the Battle to them, although the Carcaſſes fall to 
their Share. For, while the Ballance of Power- is 
equally held, the Ambition of private Men, whether 
Orators or great Commandets, gives neither Danger 
nor Fear, nor can poſſibly enflave their Country; 
but, That once broken, the divided Parties are forced 


to Unite each to its Head; under whoſe Conduct. ot 


Fortune, ofie Side is, at firſt, victorious. and, at laſt, 


both are Slaves. And, to put it paſt Diſpute, that 
this entire Subverſion of the Raman Liberty and Con- 


to thoſe Meafures 


ſtitution, was altogether owin 


which had broke the Ballance/berween the Patri- 
6ians and Plebeians; whereof the Ambition of parti 
| 1 1 cular 
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cular Men, was but an Effect and Conſequence; We 
need only conſider, that when the uncorrupted Part 
of the Senate! had, by the Death of Cæſar, made 
one great Effort to reſtore their former State and Li- 
berty, the Succeſs did not anſwer their Hopes; but 
that whole Aſſembly was ſo ſunk in its Authority, py 
that rhoſe Patriots were forced to fly, and give way to 
the Madneſsof the People ; who, by their own Diſpo- 
ſitions, ſtirred up with the Harangues of their Ora- 
tors, were now wholly bent upon ſingle and deſpo- 
tick Slavery. Elſe, how could ſuch a Profligate as 
Antony, or a Boy of Eighteen, like Ofaviaus, ever 
dare to dream of giving the Law to ſuch an Empire 
ö and People? Wherein the latter ſucceeded, and en- 
aiiled the vileſt Tyranny that Heaven, in its Anger, 
ever inflicted on a corrupt and poiſoned People: 
And this, with fo little Appearance, at Cæſar's Death, 
that when Cicero wrote to Brutus, how he had pres 
vailed by his Credit with Ocfavius, to promiſe him 
(Brutus) Pardon and Security for his Perſon ; that 
Great Roman received the Notice with the utmoſt 
Indignity, and returned Cicero an Anſwer (yet upon 
Record) full of. the higheſt Reſentment and Con- 
tempt for ſuch an Offer, and from ſuch a Hand. © 
 Hekx ended all Shew, or Shadow, of Liberty in 
Rome: Here was the Repoſitory of all the wiſe Con- 
tentions and Struggles for Power, berween the No- 
bles and Commons, lapped up ſafely in the Boſom of 
a Nero and a Caligula, a Tiberius, and a Domitian. 
Lr us now ſee from this Deductioſ of particular 
Impeachments, and general Diſſentions in Greece and 
Rome, What Concluſions may naturally be formed for 
Inſtruction of any other State, that may haply, upon 
any Points, labour under the like Circumſtances. 


CHAP: 


— as 3 
— — 

2 — — 

822 — — 3 

* N 
r we N p 

8 ht — . 

— — — 5 - 


8 0 
kd C 5 ae = 
o 2 


* 

- —_— 
. —————— 
— = — ry 6. * 1 

— um 


101. 
( Fi 
Ll bo 
N With 
U 
„ 
14 76 
A „ 
H uf * 
' 
© i y * 
40 5 
8 ”" 
1. 
1 N. 
þ o 


— — — of 
Io 
* — OT 


a. and Diſentions 


CHAP. 


o the Subje& 4 — we 
may obſerve, that the Cuſtom of ac- 
F is cufing the Nobles to the People, either 

by themſelves, or their Grators, (now 

OE IC © Riled, An Impeachment in the Name 
of the Commons) hath been very antient, both in 
Greece and Rome, as well as Carthage; a therefore 


may ſeem to be the inherent Right of a free People; 


nay, perhaps it is really ſo: But then, it is to be con- 
fidered, Firſt, that this Cuſtom was peculiar to Re- 
ublicks ; or ſuch States where the Adminiſtration 
lay principally 3 in the Hands of the Commons; and 
ever raped niore, or leſs, according to their 3 
ments upon abſolute Power; having been always 
looked upon, by the wiſeſt Men, and beſt Auth 
of thoſe Times, as an Effect of Licentiouſneſs, — 
not of Liberty; a Diſtinction which no Multitude, 
either repreſented or colleltive, hath been, at any 
Time, very nice in obſerving. However, perhaps 
this Cuſtom, in a popular State, of impeaching par- 
ticular Men, may ſeem to be nothing elſe but the 
People's chufing, upon Occaſion, to exerciſe their 
own Juriſdiction in Perſon; as if a King of England 
ſhould fir as Chief Juſtice in his Court of King s- 
Bench; which, they ſay, in former Times he ſome- 
tinies did. But, in Sparta, which was called a king- 
ly Government, although the People were perfe&ly 


free; pet, becauſe the Adminiſtration Was in the two 


King 
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Kings, and the Ephori, (with the Aſſiſtance of the _ 
Senate) we read of no Impeachments by the People; 
nor was the Proceſs againſt great Men, either upon 
Account of Ambition, or ill Conduct, although ig 
reached ſometimes to Kings themſelves, ever formed 
that way, as I can recollect; but only paſſed through 
thoſe Hands where the Adminiſtration lay. So like- 
wiſe, during the Regal Government in Rome, al- 
though it were inſtituted a mixt Monarchy, and the 
People made great Advances in Power; yet I do nog 
remember to have read of one Impeachment from the 
Commons againſt a Patrician, until the Conſulay 
State began, and the People had made great Encroach» 
ments upon the Adminiſtration, | | 


ANo THERA Thing to be conſidered is; that allow- - 
ing this Right of Impeachment to be as inherent ag 
= they pleaſe; yet, if the Commons have been perpe- 
tually miſtaken in the Merits of the Cauſes and the 
Perſons, as well as in the Conſequences of ſuch Im- 
peachments upon the Peace of the State ; we cannot 
conclude leſs, than that the Commons in Greece and 
Rome, (whatever they may be in other States) were, 
by no Means, qualified either as Proſecutors, or 
E ſuch Matters; and therefore, that it would 
ave been prudent, to reſerve theſe Privileges 
dormant, never to be produced but upon very great 
and urging Occaſions, where the State is in apparent 
Danger, the univerſal Body of the People in Clas 
mours againſt the Adminiſtration, and no other Re- 
medy in View. But for a few popular Orators, or 
Tribunes, upon the Score of perſonal Piques ; or ta 
employ the Pride they conceive in ſeeing themſelves at 
the Head of a Party; or as a Method for Advances 
ment; or moved by certain powerful Arguments, "a 


40 Caureſis aud Niſſant uns i 
Sl nale Demaſthenes Philippize: For fuch Men, 
I fay, when the State would, of it ſelf, gladly be 

quiet, and hath beſides Affairs of the laſt Importance, 
upon the Anvil; to impeach Milkiades after a great 


Naval Victory, for not purſuing the Perſian Fleet: 


To impeach Ariſtides, the Perſon moſt yerſed among 
them in the Knowledge and Practice of their Laws, 
for a blind Suſpicion of his acting in an arbitrary 
Way, that is, as they expound it, net in Concert 
dit h the People:) To impeach Pericles, after all his 
Services, for à few inconſiderable Accgunts; or to im- 
Nach Phocion, who had been guilty of no other 


| Crime, but negotiating a Treaty for the Peace and Se- 


curity of his Country: What could the Continuance 


of ſuch Proceedings end in, put the utter Diſcou- 
ragement of all virtuous Actions and Perſons, and 


conſequently in the Ruin of a State? Therefore, the 
Hiſtorians of thoſe Ages, ſeldom fail to ſet this 
Matter in all irs Lights; leaying us the higheſt and 
moſt honourable Ideas of thoſe Perſons, who ſuffe- 
xed by the Perſecution of the People, rogether with 
the fatal Conſequences they had; and how the Proſe- 
cutors ſeldom failed to repent when it was too late. 


Tursx Impeachments perpetually falling upon 


many of che. beſt Men, both in Greece and Rome, are 
2 Cloud of Witneſſes, and Examples enough to diſ- 
courage Men of Virtue and Abilities from engagin; 


in the Service of the Publick; and help, on-tother 
Side, to introduce the Ambitious, the Covetous, the 
Superlicial, and the Ill-deſiguing; who are as apt to be 
bold and forward, and medling, ag the former are to 
be cautious and modeſt, and reſerved. This was fo 
ell known in Greece, that an Eagerneſs after Em- 
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loyments in the State, was looked upon dy wiſe 5. 
Men, as the worſt Title a Man could ſet up; 'and 
made Plato lay, That if all Men were as good as they 
ought ; the Duarrel in a Commonwealth would be,” 
not as it is now, 20% ſhould be Miniſters of State, 
but who ſhould not be ſu. And | Socrates is introduced 
by Xenophon, ſeverely chiding a Friend 
of his for not entering into the publick - lib. lum : 
Service, When he was every way quali- 
fied for it. Such a — 8 there was at an 
Time among good Men to engage with an uſurping | 
People, and a Set of pragmatical ambi- 

tions Qrators. And Diodorus tells us, b. 11. 
that when the Eeraliſin was erected at 
Hracuſe, in Imitation of the Offraciſin at Athens, 
| it was ſo notoriouſly levelled againſt all who kad 
either Birth and Merit to recommend them, that who- 
ever poſſeſſed either, withdrew for Fear, and would 
have no Concern in publick Affairs. So that the 
People themſelves were forced to abrogate it for fear 
of bringing all things into Confuſion. _ 

P xx is one Thing more to be obſerved, 4 
in all the Popular Impeachments in Greece and 
Rome ſeem to have, agreed; and that was, a Notion 
they had of being concerned in Point of Honour 
to condemn whatever Perſon they Impeached, how- 
ever frivolous the Articles were upon which they 
began; or however weak the Surmiſes, whereon 
they Were to PI oceed in their Proofs. For, to 
conceive, that che Body of the People could be 
nuſtaken, was an Indignity not to be imagined, rill 
the Conſequences had convinced them when it Was 
Faſt Remedy, Aud I look upon this as 4 Fate to 
| Which all Popular Accuſations are ſubje& ; although 
| h x” I 
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1 ſhould think that the Saying, Yox Populi, Fox 
Dei, ought to be underſtood of the Univerſal Bent 
and Current of a People; not the bare Majority 
of a few Repreſentatives ; which is often procured 
by hitie Arts, and great Induſtry and Application; 
Wherein thoſe, who engage in the Purſuits of Ma- 
lice and Revenge, are much more ſedulous than ſuch 
as would prevent them. BET 
Fon what hath been deduced of the Diſſentions 
in Rome, between the two Bodies of Patricians and 
| Plebeians, ſeveral Reflections may be made. 
Firft, 'That when the Ballance of Power is duly 
fixed in a State, nothing is more dangerous and un- 
wile than to give way to the fir/t” Steps of Popular 
Encroachments.; which is uſually done either in 
hopes of procuring Eaſe and Quiet from ſome vexa- 
nous Clamour; or elſe made Merchangize, and 
merely bought and ſold. This is breaking into a 
Conſtitution to ſerve a preſent Expedient, or ſupply | 
a preſent Exigency : The Remedy of an Empirick, 
to ſtifle the preſent Pain, but with certain Proſpec Þ| 
of ſudden and terrible Returns. When a Child 
grows eaſy and content by being humoured, an 
when a Lover becomes ſatisfied by ſmall Compli- 
ances, without further Purſuits; then expe& to find 
Popular Aſſemblies content with ſmall Conceſſions. 
If there could one fingle Example be brought from the 
whole Compaſs of Hiſtory, of any one popular Aſ- 
ſembly, who after beginning to contend for Power, 
ever fat down quietly with a certain Share: Or if 
one Inſtance could be produced of a popular Aſſem- 
bly, that ever knew, or propoſed, or declared what 
Share of Power was their due; then might there be 
ſome Hopes that it were a Matter to be adjuſted by 
+ 28 : Reaſon- 


FRET TIN 


_ 2 =y 
Io», C4 
LISTS. I 28 


> br 1 2222 — —> & 
7... e 
— 2 * 7 "=_ LET AA —_ > 
— ery . . r : —_— 
2 3 ST vb. ie 1 — = s = > þ* Pigs = Þ —_—_ CO * * bY — — 


- 
— 


N OS IE OE On 3 — r a a CE 1 
r ... 
Wh \ "ny « 22 — e * — — — — — 9 . — — 4 2 2 
— I . og >x57 + 5 2 go ah Ws... =” Kg, 7 4 1 
— - 32 — — a 6 = — — — 2 2 — 
2828ͤßÜʃi (&—9àũ—0!˙-u ! —ß½ 2 FI ——— — — : 
— 2 — p : . —— 8 i — Ws, — 
— * — , _—— l 2 


1 
fl 


1 
ny TH 
I * 4 
1 j q v7 } 
1 
* 14 
At. i 

Fi 
| 1 
1 7 
i 
ik : 
6 j 
5 
1 0 

: WF" 

; | 


in ArauNs and Rows, 1 43 


Reaſonings, by Conferences, or Debates : But ſinco 
all that is manifeſtly otherwiſe, I ſee no other Courſe 
to be taken in a ſettled State, than a ſteady conſtant 
Reſolution in thoſe to whom the - reſt of the 
| Ballance is entruſted, never to give Way ſo far to 
popular Clamours, as to make the leaſt Breach in 
the Conſtitution ; through which a Million of Abuleg 
and Encroachments wil certainly in Time force 
their Way. ets nr i 2 
| Acain, From this Dedu&ion, it will not be diffi- 
cult to gather and aſſign certain Marks of popular 
Encroachments ; by obſerving of which, thoſe wha 
hold the Ballance in a State, may judge of the De- 
grees, and by early Remedies and Application, put 
a Stop to the fatal Conſequences that would other- 
= wiſe enſue, What thoſe Marks are, hath been at 
large deduced, and need not be here repeated. | 
* _ Anorrzs Conſequence is this, That (with all 
Raipe& for popular Aſſemblies he it ſpoke) it is 
har, to recolle& one Folly, Infirmity--or Vice, to 
which a fingle Man is ſubje&ed, and from which a 
Body of Commons either collective ot repreſented 
can be wholly exempt. For, beſides that they are 
compoſed of Men with all their Infirmities about 
them; they have alſo the ill Fortune to be general. 
ly led and influenced by the very worſt among 
themſelves; I mean, Popular Orators, Tribunes, or, 
as they are now ftiled, Great Speakers, Leading 


Men, and the like. From whence it comes to 


paſs, that in their Reſults we have ſometimes 
found the ſame Spirit of Cruelty and Revenge, of 
Malice and Pride; the ſame Blindneſs and Obſti- 
nacy, and Unſteadineſs; the ſame ungovernable 
Rage and Anger; the ſame Injuſtice, * 


} 
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Individual. 
Acain, In all Free States thi Evil to be avoided 
is Tyranny, that is to ſay, the Summa Imperii, or 


unlimitted Power ſolely in the Hands of the One, 


the Few, or the Many. Nou, we have ſhewn, 
that although moſt a of Government in 
| Greece 1 Rome began with the Tyranny of the 
People, yet they generally concluded in that of a 
ſingle Perſon. So that an uſurping Populace is its 
own Dupe ; a meer Underworker, and a Purchaſer 
in Truſt for ſome ſingle Tyrant ; M whole State and 
Power they advance to their own Ruin, with as 
blind an Inſtinct, as thoſe Worms that die with 


weaving magnificent Habits for . a a fuperior 
Nature t to their own. 


CHAP. v. 


— 7 g OME RefleQions upon the late _ 


lick Proceedings among us, and that 
Variety of Factions, into which we 


Occaſion to this Diſcourſe. am not 


conſcious that I have forced one mas; Wh or pur it 


Into any other Light than it appeared to me, long 
before I had Thoughts of producing it. 


I canxor conclude without adding ſome particu- 


lar Remarks upon the preſent Poſture ot Affairs, ang 
Kc e in this — 5 
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Tas Fate of Empire is grown a common Place + Be 


That all Forms of Govetnment having been entf. 
tured by Men, muſt be mortal like their Authors, 
and have their Periods of Duration limited, as well 
as thoſe of private Perſons; this is a Truth of vul- 
par Knowledge arid Obſervation. But there are few 
who turn their Thoughts to examine. how theſe 


Diſcaſes in a State are bred, that haſten its End; : 


= which would, however; be a very uſeful Enquiry. 
For, although we cannot prolong the Period of 4 
Commonwealth beyond the Decree of Heaven, or 
the Date of its Nature, any more than human Life, 
beyond the Strength of the Seminal Virtue; yet we 
may manage a ſickly Conſtitution, and preſerve x 
ſtrong one; we may watch and prevent Accidents ; 
we may turn off a great Blow from without, and 
purge away an ill Humour that is Iutking within: 
And by theſe and other ſuch Methods, render x 
State long-lived, although not immortal. Vet fits 
Phyſicians have thought, that if it were practicable 
to keep the ſeveral Humours of the Body in an ex- 
act equal Ballance of each with its Oppoſite; it 
might be immortal; and ſo perhaps would a politi- 
tical Body, if the Ballance of Power could be always 
held exattly even. But I doubr, this is as Umno 
impoſſible in the Practice as the other. 

Ir hath an Appearance of Fatality, ala a 
the Period of a State approacheth, when a Concur- 
rence of many Circumſtances, both within and 
without, unite towards its Ruin; while the whole 
Body of the People are either ſtupidly negligent; 
or elſe giving in with all their Might, to thoſe very 
Practices that are workirig their Deſtruction. To 
ſee whole Bodies of Men breaking a Conſtitution 
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by che very ſame Errors that ſo many have hee 
broke before: To obſerve oppoſite Parties, who 
: * e in nothing elſe, yet firmly united in ſuch 


ures as muſt certainly ruin their Country: In 


- thort, to be encompaſſed with the greateſt Dangers | 
from without; to be totn by many virulent Factions 
within; then to be ſecure and ſenſeleſs under all 


chis, and to make it the very leaſt of our Concern: 
Theſe ind ſome others that might be named, appear 


to me to be the moſt likely Symptoms in a State of 
a Sickneſs unto Death 


|  {Owod protul à nobis flectat Fortuna gubernans: 
Et ratio potius, quam res perſuadeat ipſa, Luct. 


Tux are ſome Conjunctures wherein the Death 
dr Diſſolution of Government is more lamentable in 
its Conſequences than it would be in othets; And, 
f think, a State can tiever arrive to its Period in a 
more deplorable Criſis, then at a Time when ſome 
Printe in the Neighbourhood, of vaſt Power and 
Ambition, lies hovering like a Vulture to devour, 


or at leaſt diſmember its dying Carcaſe ; by which 


Means, it becomes only a Province of Acquiſition 
to ſome mighty Monarchy, without Hopes of a 
Reſurrection. | „ 
I Know very well, there is a Set of fanguine 
Tempers, who deride and ridicule in the Number of 
Fopperies all 


ſuch Apprehenfions as thefe. They 
have it ready in their Mouths, that the People of 


England are of a Genius and Temper, never to ad- 
mit Slavery among them; and they are furniſhed 


with a great many Common-Places upon that Sub- 
je&. But it feems to me, that ſuch Diſcourſers do 


zeaſon 
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reaſon upon ſhort Views, and a very moderate Com- 
paſs of Thought. For, I think it a great Error to 
count upon the Genius of a Nation as a ſtanding Ar- 
gument in all Ages; fince there is hardly a Spot of 
Ground in Europe, where the Inhabitants have not 
frequently and entirely changed their Temper and 
Genius. Neither can I ſee any Reaſon, why the 
Genius of a Nation ſhould be more- fixed in the 
Point of Government, than in their Morals, their 
Learning, their Religion, their common Humour 
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which do all notoriouſly vary, almoſt in every Age; 
and may every one of them have great Effects upon 
Men's Notions of Government. 4 = 

Since the Norman Conqueſt, the Ballance of 
Power in England hath often varied, and ſometimes 


| been wholly overturned : The Part which the Com- 


mons had in it, that moſt diſputed Point in its Ori- 


Zinal, Progreſs, and Extent, was by their own Con- 


feſſions, but a very inconfiderable Share. Generally 


| ſpeaking, they have been gaining . ever fince, ak 


though with frequent Interruptions, and flow Pro- 
greſs. The aboliſhing of Villanage, together with 
the Cuſtom introduced (or permitted) among the 

Nobles of ſelling their Lands in the Reign of Henry 
the Seventh, was a mighty Addition to the Power 


of the Commons; yet I think a much greater hap- 


pened in the Time of his Succeflor, at the Diſlo- 
lution of the Abbeys: For this turned the Clergy 
wholly out of the Scale, who had ſo long filled it; 


and placed the Commons in th&r Stead; who in a 


few Years became poſſeſſed of vaſt Quantities of 
thoſe and other Lands, by Grant or Purchaſe. A- 
bout the Middle of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, I 


; 
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Kke the Power between the Nobles and the Cot” 


at laſt overthrow the Conſtitution ; and; : | 
to the uſual Courſe of ſuch Revolutions, did intro- 


| Ointeſts and Diſſentions © 


Mons, to have been in more equal Ballance thai it 
was ever before or fince. But then, or ſoon after; 


arbſe a FaQion in Euglan; which, under the Name 
row popular, by molding up 
their new Schethes of Religion with Republican 
Principles in Government; who gaining upon the 


of Puritan, began to 


Preropative, as well as the Nobles, under ſeveral De- 
nominations, for the Space of about —_— Years; did 
3 acco rding 


duce a Tyranny, firſt of the People, and then of a 
fingle Perfor: A 

In a ſhort Time after, the old Government was 
revived. But the Progreſs of Affairs, for almoſt 


is a Subje& of a very different Nature; when the 


11 5 under the Reignò of twb weak Princes, 


Ballance was in Danger to be overturned by the 


Hinds that held it; which was, at laſt, very ſeaſona- 
bly prevented by the late Revolution. However, as 
It is the Talent of Human Nature to run from one 
Extream to another; ſo, in a very few Years, we 


| Have made mighty Leaps from Prerogative Heights 


into the Depths of Populatity ; and, I doubt, to the 
very laſt Degree that our Conſtitution will bear: It 
were to be wiſhed, that the moſt auguſt Aſſembly of 
the Commons, would pleaſe to form a Pandet# of 
their own Power and Privileges, to be confirmed by 


the entire legiſlative Authority; and that in as ſolemn 


a Manner (if they pleaſe) as the Magna Charta. 


But to fix one Foot of their Compaſs wherever they 
think fit, and extend the other to ſuch terrible 


Lengths, withour deſcribing any Circumference at all; 


is to leave us, and themſelves, in a very uncertain 


State; 


State, Fn in a Sort of Rotation, that the Author of 
me Oceana never dreamt on. I believe the moſt 
hardy Tribune will not venture to affirm, at preſent, 
that any juſt Fears of Enctoachment are given us from 
the Regal Power, or the Few: And, is it then im- 
poſſible to err on the other Side? How far mult we 
1 or where ſhall we ſtop? The Raging the 
Sea, and the Madneſs o of the People, are put together 
in Holy Writ; and it is God, alone, who can ſay to 
either, Hitherto ſhalt thou paſs, and no farther. 
THz Ballance of Power, in a limited State, is © 
ſiuch abſolute Neceſſity, t 4 Cromwell himſelf, be- 

| fore he had perfectly confirmed his Tyranny ; having 
ſome Occaſions for the Appearance of a Parliament, 
was forced to create and erect an entire new Houſe 


Commons. And, indeed, confidering the Vileneſs 
| of the Clay, I have ſometimes wondered, that no 
Tribune of that Age, durſt ever venture to ask the 
| Potter, What doſt thou make But it was then about 
the laſt Act of a popular U ſurpation; and Fate, or 
Cromwell, had already * Ga” tor that of a 
fingle Perſon. 


ard miſtaken Reſults, which have, at certain Times, 
fallen from great Aſſemblies, both antient and mo- 
dern; and of other Countries as well as our own; 
This gave me the Opinion I mentioned a while ago; 
that publick Conventions are liable to all the Infirmi- 
ties, Follies, and Vices of private Men. To which, 
if chere be any Exception, it muſt be of ſuch Aſſem- 
blies, who a& by aniverſal Concert, upon publick 
Principles, and for public Ends; ſuch as proceed 
| upon Debares without #nbecoming TRY or In- 


— — 


Vol I. E Nuence 


is Arwexs and Rob „ 


of Lords, (ſuch as it was) for a Counterpoiſe to the . 
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tions, to which particular Men are ſubjected. But! 


in Matters debated by publick Aſſemblies, ariſetb 


Honeſty, as uſually Aſſemblies are; and let us ſup- 


do allow, that Abundance of indigeſted and abortive, 


38 Contes and Diſſentionn 
Fuente f/om particular Leaders and Inflamers; ſuch 
whoſe Members, inſtead of canvaſſing to procure 
Majorities for their private Opinions, are ready to 
tomply with general ſober Reſults, although contrary 
tb their own Sentiments. Whatever Aſſemblies ad 
by. theſe, and other Methods of the like Nature, 
muſt be allowed to be exempt from ſeveral Impertec- 


think, the Source of moſt Miſtakes and Milſcarriages, 


from the Influence of private Perſons upon great 
Numbers; ſtiled in common Phraſe, leading Men 
and Parties. And therefore, when we ſornetimes 
meet a few Words put together, which is called the 
Vote, or Reſolution of an Aſſembly, and which we 
cannot poſſibly reconcile to Prudence, or publich 
Good; it is moſt eharitable to conjecture, that ſuch 
a Vote hath been conceived, and born, and bred in: 
private Brain; afterwards raiſed and ſupported by an 
obſequious Party; and then, with uſual Methods con- 
firmed by au artificial Majority. For, let us ſuppoſe 
five Hundred Men, mixed, in Point of Senſe and 


poſe theſe Men propoſing, debating, reſolving, vo- 
ting, according to the meer natural Motions of their 
own little, or much Reaſon and Underſtanding; | 


many pernicious and fooliſh Overtures would ariſe, 
and float a few Minutes; but then they would die; 
and diſappear. Becauſe, this mult be ſaid in Behalf 
of human Kind; that common Senſe, and plain Res 
ſon, while Men are diſengaged from acquired Opr 
nions, will ever . have ſome general Influence upon 
their Minds: Whereas, the Species of Folly and Vice 
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are infihite, and ſo different in every Individual, that 
they could never procure a Majority, if other Cor- 
ruptions did not enter to. pervert Mens Underſtand- 
s, and miſguide their Wills. 
* deſcribe how Parties are bred-in an Aﬀeinbly; 
would be a Work too difficult at preſent, and pet- 
haps not altogether | ſafe. Periculoſ# plenum opus 
aleæ. Whether thoſe who are Leaders, uſually at- 
rive at that Station; more by a Sort of Inſtinct, or 
ſecret Compoſition of their Nature, or Influence of 
the Stars, than by the Poſſeſſion of any great Abili- 
ties; may be a Point of much Diſpute : But when 
the. Leader | is once fixed, there will never fail to be 
Followers. And Man is ſo apt to imitate, ſo much 
of the Nature of Sheep, (Imitatores, ſeroum Perus) 
that whoever is ſo bold to give the firſt great Leap 
over the Heads of thoſe about him, (although he be 
the worſt. of the Flock) ſhall be quickly followed 
by the reſt. Beſides; when Partics are once formed, 
the Stragglers look 15 ridiculous, ard become ſo in- 
fignificant, that they have no other way, but to run 
into the Herd; which, at leaſt, will hide and prote& 
them; and where to be much confideted, requires 
only to be very violent. | 
Bur there is one Circumſtance, with relation to 
Parties, which I take to be, of all others, moſt perni- 
cious in a State; and I would be glad any Partizan 
would help me to a tolerable Reaſon, that becauſe 
Clodius and Curio happen to agtee with me in a few 
fingular Notions, I muſt ry 5 blindly follow them 
in all: Or; to ſtate it at beſt; that becauſe Bibulus, 
the Party-man, is perſuaded that Clodius and Curio, 
do really propoſe the Good of their Country, as their 
Chief End; therefore Bibulus ſhall be wholly guided 
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and governed by them, in the Means and Meaſutes 


towards it. Is it enough for Bibulus, and the reſt of 
the Herd to ſay, without further examing, I am of the 
Side with Clodius, or I vote with Curio? Are theſe 
proper Methods to form and make up what they 


think fit to call the united Wiſdom of the Nation? 


Is it not poſſible, that, upon ſome Occaſions, Clodius 
may be bold and infolent, born away by his Paſſion, 


malicious and revengeful ; that Curio may be corrupt, 


and expoſe to Sale his Tongue, or his Pen. I con- 
ceive it far below the Dignity, both of human Na- 
ture, and human Reaſon, to be engaged in any Party, 
the moſt plauſible ſoever, upon ſuch ſervile Con- 
ditions. _ 8 niet 


Tris Influence of One upon Many, which ſeems | 


to be as great in a People repreſented, as it was of old 
in the Commons collective, together with the Con- 
ſequences it has had upon the Legiſlature ; hath gi- 
ven me frequent Occaſion to reflect upon what Dio- 
dorus tells us of one Charondas, a Lawgiver to the 
Eybarites, an antient People of Italy; who was ſo 


averſe from all Innovation, eſpecially when it was to 
proceed from particular Perſons; and, I ſuppoſe that 


he might put it out of the Power of Men, fond of 
their own Notions, to diſturb the Conſtitution at 

| their Pleaſures, by advancing private Schemes; as to 
provide a Statute, that whoever propoſed any Altera- 


| tion to be made, ſhould ſtep out, and do it with a 
Rope about his Neck: If the Matter propoſed were 


generally approved, then it ſhould paſs into a Law; 
if ; > in the Negative, the Propoſer to be im- 
mediately hanged. Great Miniſters may talk of what 


p 4Foje&ts they pleaſe; but I am deceived, if a more 
£effeQual one could ever be found, for taking off (as 
i = the 
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diſturb : Aſſemblies, and obſtruct publick Affairs, by 
gratifying their Pride, their Malice, their Ambition, 
their Vanity, or their Avarice. 

Tnosk who, in a late Reign, began the Diſtinc- 
tion between the perſonal and political Capacity, ſeem 
to have had Reaſon, if they judged of Princes by 
themſelves: For, I think, there is hardly to be found. 
through all Nature, a greater Difference between two 
Things, than there is between a repreſenting Com- 
moner, in the Function of his publick Calling, and 
the ſame Perſon, when he acts in the common Offi- 
ces of Life. Here, he allows himſelf to be upon a 
Level with the reſt of Mortals: Here, he follows 
his own Reaſon, and his own Way; and rather af- 


ſervilely to copy either from the wiſeſt of his Neigh- 
hours. In ſhort, here his Folly, and his Wiſdom, 
his Reaſon, and his Paſſions, are all of his own 
Growth ; not the Eccho, or Infufion of other Men. 


he aſſumes, and affects an entire Set of very different 
Airs; he conceives himſelf a Being of a ſuperior Na- 
ture to thoſe without, and acting in a Sphere where 
the vulgar Methods for the Conduct of human Life, 
can be of no Uſe. He is liſted in a Party, where he 
neither knows the Temper, nor Deſigns, nor perhaps 
the Perſon of his Leader; but whoſe Opinions he fol- 
lows and maintains, with a Zeal and FAith as violent, 

as a young Scholar does thoſe of a Philoſopher, whoſe 
Sect he is taught to profeſs. He hath neither Opi- 
nions, nor Thoughts, nor Actions, nor Talk, that 
can call his own; but all conveyed to him by 


Leader, as Wind is through an VIP The Nou- 
riſhment 


a preſent Phraſe is) thoſe hot unquiet Spirits, who 
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fects a Singularity in his Actions and Thou hes, than 


Bur when he is got near the Walls of his Aſſembly, 
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tiſhment he receives hath not been only chewed, but 
digeſted, before it comes into his Mouth. Thus in 


ſtructed, he followeth his Party, right or wrong, 
through all its Sentiments; and acquires a Courage, 


gud Stiffneſs of Opinion, not at all congenial with 


him. 


Turs encourages me to hope, that during rhe 
reſent lycid Interval, the Members retired to theix 
21 may ſuſpend a while their acquired Com: 


plexions; and, taught by the Calmneſs of the Scene, 
d the Seaſon, ut, the Sedateneſ of their Tem- = 
per, If this ſhould be ſo, it would be wiſe in them, 


as individual and private Mortals, to look back a little 


upon the Storms they have raiſed, as well as thoſe | 


they have eſcaped: To refle&, that they have been 


Authors of a new and wonderful Thing in England ; 
which is, for a Houſe of Commons to loſe the. uni: 


verſal Favour of the Numbers chey repreſent: To 


obſerve, how thoſe whom they thought fit to perſe- 


Cute Gor Righteouſneſs Sake, have been openly ca- 
reſſed by the People; and to remember, how them- 
ſelves ſat in fear of their Perſons from popular Rage. 


Now, if they would know the Secret of all this un- 


preſidented Proceeding in their Maſters; they muſſ 


| not impute it to their Freedom in Debate, or declar- 


ing their Opinions; but to that unparliamentary A- 
buſe of ſetting Individuals upon their Shoulders, who 
were hated by God and Man. For, it ſeems, the 


Maſs of the People, in ſuch Conjunckures as this, | 
have opened their Eyes, and will not endure to be 
governed by Clodius and Curio, at the Head of their 


Myrmidons ; although theſe be ever ſo numerous, 
and compoled of their own Repreſentatives. WD” 
M .- 3s 
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Tris Averſion of the People againſt the late Pro- 


ceedings of the Commons, is an Accident, that if it 


laſt a while, might be improved to good Vſes for -ſet> 


ting the Ballance of Power a little more upon an E- 


quality, than their late Meaſures ſeem to promiſe or 
admit. This Accident may be imputed to two Cau- 


ſes. The firſt is, an univerſal Fear and Apprehen- 
ſion of the Greatneſs and Power of France, whereof 
the People, in general, ſeem to be very much, and 


jaſtly poſſeſſed ; and therefore cannot but reſent to 
ſee it, in ſo critical a Juncture, wholly laid aſide by 
their Miniſters, the Commons. The other Cauſe is, 


a great Love, and Senſe of Gratitude in the People, 


towards their preſent King; grounded upon a long 
Opinion and Experience of his Merit, as well as Con- 
ceſſions to all their reaſonable Deſires; ſo that it is 
for ſome Time they have begun to ſay, and to fetch 
Inſtances where he hath, in many Things, been hard- 
ly uſed. How long theſe Humours may laſt, (for 
Paſſions are momentary, and eſpecially thoſe of a 
Multitude) or what Conſequences they may produce, 
a little Time will diſcover. But, whenever it comes 
to paſs, that a popular Aſſembly, free from ſuch Ob- 
ſtructions, and already poſſeſſed of more Power, than 
an equal Ballance will allow, ſhall continue to think 
they haye not enough; but by cramping the Hand 
that holds the Ballance, and by Een =: 
Diſſentions with the Nobles, endeavour ſtill for more; 

I cannot poſſibly ſee, in the common Courſe of 
Things, how the ſame Cauſes can produce different 
Effe&s and Conſequences among us, from what they 
did in Greece and Rome. | 
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SE N TIME N T 8 
OF A 

| Church-of England Man, 
With Reſpe to : 
RELIGION and GOVERNMENT; 


9 


8 


in he YEAR 1708. 


as. 


LE SE aun hath examined the Conduct 
end proceedings of both Parties fot 
170 Fl ſome Years paſt, Whether in or out 


Nes poſſible to go far Wannsee the Ex- 
W treams of either, without offering 
555 Violence to his Integrity or Underſtanding, 
A wiſe and a good Man may indeed be ſometimes in- 
duced to comply with a Number, whoſe Opinion 
he generally approves, although it be perhaps againſt 
as own, But this Liberty ſhould. be made uſe of 
won 


upon very few Occafions, and thoſe of ſmall Impro- 
rance, and then only with a View of bringing over 
his own Side another 'Time to ſomething of greater 
and more publick Moment, But to facrifice the 
Innocency,of a Friend, the Good of our Country, 
or our own Conſcience, to the Humour, or Paſſion, 
or Intereſt, of a Party; plainly ſhews that either our 
Heads or our Hearts are not as they ſhould be : Yet 


this very Practice is the fundamental Law of each 


Faction among us; as may be obvious to any who 
will impartially, and without Engagement, be at 
the Pains to examine their Actions; which, how- 
ever, is not ſo eaſy a Task: For it ſeems a Principle 


in human Nature, to incline one Way more than 


another, even in Matters where we are wholly un- 
concerned. And it is a common Obſezvation, that in 
reading a Hiſtory of Facts done a Thouſand Years 
ago; or ſtanding by a Play among thoſe who are 
perfe& Strangers to us; we are apt to find our Hopeg 
and Wiſhes engaged on a ſudden in favour of one 
Side more than another, No Wonder then, that we 
are all fo ready to intereſt our ſelves in the Courſe 


of publick Affairs; where the moſt inconſiderable 


have ſome real Share, and by the wonderful Impor- 
tance which every Man is of to himſelf, a very great 
imaginary one. | 8 
Axp indeed when the two Parties that divide the 
whole Commonwealth, come once to a Rupture, 
without any Hopes left of forming a Third with bet- 
ter Principles, to ballance the others; it ſeems every 
Man's Duty to chuſe one of the two Sides, although 
he cannot entirely approve of either ; and all Pre- 


tences to Neutrality are juſtly exploded by both; be- 


ing too ſtale and obvious; only intending the Safe- 


7 
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and Eaſe of a few Individuals, while the Pub- 
lick is embroiled, -'This was the Opinion and Prac- 
tice of the latter Cato, whom I eſteem to haye been 
the wiſeſt and beſt of all the Romans. But before 
Things proceed to open Violence, the trueſt Sex- 
vice a private Man may hope to do his Coun- 
try, is by unbiaſſing his Mind as much as poſſible, 


and, then endeayouring to moderate between the 
Rival Powers; which muſt needs be owned a fair 


Proceeding with the World; Becauſe, it is of all 
others the leaſt conſiſtent with the common Defign 
of making a Fortune by the Merit of an Opinion. 

IAV gone as far as I am able in qualifying my 
ſelf to he ſuch a Moderator: I believe, I am no Bivot 
in Religion; and I am ſure, I am none in Govern- 
ment. I conyerſe in full Freedom with many con- 
ſiderable Men of both Parties; and if not in equal 
Number, it is purely accidental and perſonal, as hap- 
pening to be near the Court, and to have made Ac- 
quaintance there, more under one Miniſtry than 


another. Then, I am not under the Neceſſity of 


declaring my ſelf by the Proſpe& of an Employ- 
ment. And laſtly, if all this be not ſufficient, I in- 
duſtriouſly conceal my Name; which wholly exempt; 
me from any Hopes and Fears in delivering my 


Opinion. | 
In conſequence of this free Uſe of my Reaſon, 
T cannot poſſibly think ſo well or fo ill of either 
Party, as they would endeavour to perſuade the 
World of each other, and of themſelves. For In- 
ſtance ; I do not charge it upon the Body of the 
Whigs, or the 'Torjes, that their ſeveral Principles 
lead them to introduce Presbytery, and the Reli- 
gion of the Church of Rome, or a Commonwealth 
| . and 


and arbitrary Power. For, why ſhould any Party 
þe accuſed of a Principle which they ſolemnly 
diſown and proteſt againſt? But, to this they have 


dilown their Principles out of Fear; which are ma- 
W Side, either of avowed Presbyterians, or Perſons of 


W Intereſt of the abdicated Family. Now, it is very 


: tion, the Presbyterians, Anabaptiſts, Independants, 


Y DiſtinQions, treated them all as equal Adverſaries. 


clare they abhor all Thoughts of Perſecution, and 
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a mutual Anſwer ready ; they both aſſure us, that 
their Adverſaries are not to be believed; that they 


vifeſt enough when we examine their Practices 
To prove this, they will produce Inſtances, on one 


libertine and athieſtical Tenets; and pn the other 
of profeſled Papiſts, or ſuch as are openly in the 


natural for all ſubordinate Se&s and Denominations 
jn a State, to ſide with ſome general Party, and ta 
chuſe that which they find to agree with themſelves 


in ſome general Principle, Thus at the Reftora- 


and others Se&s, did all with very good Reaſon 
unite and ſolder up their ſeveral Schemes to join 
againſt the Church; who, without regard to their 


Thus our preſent Diſſenters do very naturally cloſe 
in with the Whigs, who profeſs Moderation, de- 


think it hard, that thoſe who differ only in a few 
Ceremonies and Spgculations, ſhould be denied the 
Privilege and Profit of Serving their Country in the 
higheſt Employments of State, Thus, the Atheiſts, 
Libertines, Deſpiſers of Religion and Revelation in 
general; that js to ſay, all thoſe who uſually paſs 
under the Name of Free-Thinkers, do properly joyn 
with the ſame Body; becauſe they likewiſe preach 
up Moderation, and are not ſo over nice to diſtin- 
211th between an unlimited Liberty of "— \ 
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and an unlimited Freedom of Opinion. Then, on 


I 
the other Side, the profeſt Firmneſs of the Toric: Ml thou 
for Epiſcoppcy, as an Apoſtolical Inſtitution: Their Wl {crib 
Averfion from thoſe Sects who lie under the Re. WI with 
proach of having once deſtroyed theig Conſtitution, WM ſhall 
and who they imagine, by too indiſcreet a Zeal for WF 1iabl: 
Reformation, have defaced the primitive Model of Wl whi, 

the Church: Next their Veneration for Monarchi. Nun 
cal Government in the common Courſe, of Succel- WW mu 
fion, and their Hatred to Republican Schemes, wou 
'Theſe, I fay, are Principles which not only the 
nonjuring Zealots profeſs, but even Papiſts them. 4 
ſelves fall readily in with. And every Extreme it is 
here mentioned, flings a general Scandal upon the {elf ; 
whole Body it pretends to adhere to. belie 
Bur ſurely no Man whatſoever ought in Juſtice WM reve; 

or good Manners to be charged with Principles he beſicd 
actually diſowns, unleſs his Practices do openly, Phra 
and without the leaſt Room for Doubt, contradict i the 
his Profeſſion: Not upon ſmall Surmiſes, or be- Nun 
cauſe he has the Misfortune to have ill Men fome- Wh direc 
times agree with him in a few general Sentiment WF it: 
However, although the Extreams of Whig and Torj Nati 
ſeem with little Juſtice to have drawn Religion WM is hi 
into their Controverſies, wherein they have ſmall WW bert) 
Concern ; yet they both have borrowed one lead- 1 
ing Principle from the Abuſe of it; which is, to Aa, 
have built their ſeveral Syſtems of political Faith, WM bliſh 
not upon Enquiries after Truth, but upon Oppoti- WW altho 


tion to each other, upon injurious Appellations, ¶ be of 
charging their Adverſaries with horrid Opinions, to pr 
and then reproaching them for the want of Chari WU ſervi 
fy 3 Er neuter falſo. 1 I 
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In order to remove theſe Prejudices, T have 
thought nothing could be more effectual than to de- 
{cribe the Sentiments of a Church-of-England Man 
with reſpe& to Religion and Government. This 1 
ſhall endeavour to do in ſuch a Manner as may be 


liable to the leaſt Objection from either Party; and 


which I am confident would be aſſented to by great 
Numbers in both, if they were not miſled to thoſe 


mutual Miſrepreſentations, by ſuch Motives as they 


would be aſhamed to own. 
I SHALL begin with Religion. a 
Axp here, although it makes an odd Sound, yet 
it is neceſſary to ſay, that whoever profeſſeth him- 
ſelf a Member of the Church of England, ought to 


believe a God, and his Providence, together with 


revealed Religion, and the Divinity of Chrif. F „ 
eſide thoſe many Thouſands, who (to ſpeak in the 


I Phraſe of Divines) do practically deny all this by 


the Immorality of their Lives; there is no ſmall 
Number, who in their Converſation and Writings 
directly or by conſequence endeavour to overthrow 
it: Yet all theſe place themſelves in the Liſt of the 
National Church; although at the ſame Time (as it 
i highly reaſonable) they are great Sticklers for Li- 
berty of Conſcience. Y Hen 
To enter upon Particulars: A Church-of-England 
Man hath a true Veneration for the Scheme eſta- 
bliſhed among us of Eccleſiaſtical Government; and 
although he will not determine whether Epiſcopacy 
be of Divine Right, he is ſure it is moſt agreeable 
to primitive Inſtitution ; fitteſt, of all others for pre- 
{erving Order and Purity, and under its preſent Re- 
gulations, beſt calculated for our Civil State: He 
lhould therefore think the Abohſhment of that Order 


among 


A 
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among us, would prove a mighty Scandal, and Cor. 
kuption to our Faith, and manifeſtly dangerous to out 
Monarchy; nay, he would defend it by Arms againſt 
all the Powers on Earth, except our own Legiflature; 
in which Caſe, he would ſubmit as to a general Ca- 
lamity, a Dearth, or a Peſtilence. at dd; 
As toRites and Cetemonies, and F orms of Prayer 
he allows there might be ſome uſeful Alterations; 
and more, which in the Proſpe& of uniting Chr. 
ſtians might be very ſupportable, as Things declare 
in their own Nature indifferent; to which he there. 
fore would readily comply,. if the Clergy, or, (al 
though this be not fo fair a Method) if the Legiſſa 
ture ſhould direct: Yet, at the ſame Time, he can: 
not altogether blame the former for their Unwilling- 
neſs to conſent to any Alteration ; which, befide the 
Trouble, and perhaps Diſgrace, would certainly ne- 
ver produce the good Effects intended by it. The 
only Condition that could make it prudent, and juſt 
for the Clergy to comply in altering the Ceremonid, 
or any other indifferent Part, would be a firm Reſo. 
| lution in the Legiſlarure, to intetpoſe by ſome ſtrid 
and effe&ual Laws, to ptevent the rifing and ſpread: 
ing of new Se&s; how plaufible ſoever, for the fi- 
ture; elſe there muſt never be an End: And it would 
be to a& like a Man, who fhould pull down and 
change the Ornaments of his Houſe, in Compliance 
to every one Who was diſpoſed to find fault as h: 
paſſed by; which, befides the perpetual Trouble and 
Expence, would very much damage, and perhaps in 
Time deſtroy the Building. Sects, in a State, feen 
only tolerated, with any Reaſon, becauſe they are al 
ready ſpread; and becauſe it would not be agreeable 


with ſo mild a Government, or ſo pure a Religion 
| | | a 


mitted; but, by no Means, for leaving 
Power of thoſe who are tolerated, to advance their 
own Models upon the Ruin of what is already efta- 
bliſhed; which it is natural for all Se&s to deſire, and 


| Charch-of England Mart 5 
as outs, to uſe violent Methods agaifiſt great Num- 


bers of miſtaken People, while they do not manifeſt- 
ly endanger the Conſtitution of either. But the 


greateſt Advocates for general Liberty of Conſcience, 


will allow that they ought to be cheeked in their Be- 


ginnings, if they will allow them to be an Evil at 
all; or, which is the ſame Thing, if they will only 
grant, it were better for the Peace of the State, that 


there ſhould be none. But, while the Clergy conſi- 
der the natural 'Temper of Mankind 'in general, or 
of our own Country in particular; what Aſſurances 


can they have, that any Compliances they ſhall make, 


will remove the Evil of Diſſention, while the Liber- 
ty ſtill continues of profeſſing whatever new Opini- 


ons we pleaſe? Or, how can it be imagined, that the - 


Body of Diſſenting Teachers, who muſt be all un- 
done by {ſuch a Revolution, will not caſt about ſome 
new Objections to with-hold their Flocks, and draw 


in freſh Protelytes by ſome further Innovations or Re- 


| t 
Uron theſe Reaſons, He is for tolerating ſuch dif- 


ferent Forms in religious Worſhip, as are already ad- 


which they cannot juſtify by any conſiſtent Princi- 


ples, if they do not endeayour; and yet, which they 


cannot ſucceed in, without the urmoſt Danger to the 
publick Peace. 

To prevent theſe Inconveniencies, He thinks ir 
highly juſt, chat all Rewards of Truſt, Profit, or 


Dignity, which the State leaves in the Diſpoſal of the 
Adminiſtration, ſhould be given only to thoſe, whole 
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principles direct them to preſerve the Conſtitution iii 
All its Parts. In the late Affair of Occaſional Confor- 
mity. che general Argument of thoſe who were 
againſt it, was not, to deny it an, Evil in it ſelf, but 


that the Remedy propoſed was vivlent, untimely, and 
improper ; which is the Biſhop of * S$a/:sbury's Opi- 


nion, in the Speech he made and publiſhed againſt 
the Bill: But, however juſt their Fears, or Complaints 
might have been upon that Score, he thinks it a lit- 
tle too groſs, and precipitate to employ their Writers 


already, in Arguments for repealing the Sacramental 


Teft, upon no wiſer a Maxim, than that no Man 
Mould, on the Account of Conſcience, be deprived 
che Liberty of ſerving his Country; a Topick, which 


may be equally applied to admit Papiſts, Atheiſts, 


Mahometans, Heat heus, and eus. If the Church 
wants Members of its own, to employ in the Service 
of the Publick; or be ſo unhappily contrived, as to 
exclude from its Communion, ſuch Perſons who are 
likelieſt to have great Abilities; it is time it ſhould be 


altered, and reduced into {ſome more perfect, or, at 
Jeaſt, more popular Form: But, in the mean while; 


it is not altogether improbable, that when thoſe, who 


diſlike the Conſtitution, are ſo very zealous in their 
Offers for the Service of their Country, they are not 


wholly unmindful of rheir Party, or of themſelves. 

Tux Dutch, whole Practice is ſo often quoted to 

prove and celebrate the great Adyantages of a genera} 
= T9 Laber- 


Liberty of Conſcience, have yet a National Religion, 


Property and Conſcience, without proje&ing any 
Share in that Government which gives them Protec- 
tion; or calling it Perſecution, if it be denied them. 
But I ſpeak it Br the Honour of our Adminiſtration ; 
that although our Sects are not ſo numerous as thoſe 
in Holland; which I preſume is not our Faalt; and I 
wiſh may not be our Misfortuns; we much excel them. 
and all Chriftexdom beſides, in our Indulgence to ten- 33 
der Conſciences. One fingle Compliance with the IM f 
Vorl.! „ x Nas = 
* I ben this was uritien, there was no Lacy againſt Oren 
final Conformity, 


profeſſed by all who bear Office amorig them: But 

| why ſhould they be a Precedent for us, either in 

2 Religion or Government ? Our Country differs from 

t theirs, as well in Situation, Soil, and Productions of 

d Nature, as in the Genius and Complexion of Inlabis 

i tants. They are a Commonwealth, founded on 4 

ſt ſudden, by a deſperate Attempt in a deſperate Condi- 

ts | tion, not formed or digeſted into a regular Syſtem, | 
t- by mature Thought and Reaſon, but huddled up un- g 
rs der the Preſſure of ſudden Exigences; calculated fot | 
al no long Duration, and hitherto ſubfiſting by Acci- 1 
in dent in the Midſt of contending Powers, who can- . 
ed not yet agree about ſharing it amongſt them. Theſe | 
: Difficulties do, indeed, preſerve them from any great 1! 
tr, Corruptions, which their crazy Conſtitution would 1 
ch extreamly ſubject them to in a long Peace. That A 
CE Confluence of People, in a perſecuting Age, to 4 1 
to Place of Refuge neareſt at Hand, put them upon the i 
are Neceſſity of Trade, to which they wiſely gave all ay 
be Eaſe and Encouragement : And, if we could think fit 5 
as - to imitate them in this laſt Particular, there would 1 
ile need no more to invite Foreigners among us; whe 1 
ho | ſeem to think no farther, than how to Le their iN 
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National Form of receiving the Sacrament, is Al we 
require to qualify any Sectary among us for the great- 
eſt Employments in the State; after which, he is at 
Liberty to rejoin his own Aſſemblies for the reſt of 
his Life. Beſides, I will ſuppoſe any of the numerous 
 Se& in Holland, to have ſo far prevailed as to have 
raiſed a Civil War, deſtroyed their Government and 


Religion, and put their Adminiftrators to Death; 
Ech, I will ſuppoſe the People to have reco- 


after w 
vered all again, and to have ſettled on their old Foun- 
dation: Then I would put a Query; whether that 
Sec, which was the unhappy Inſtrument of all this 
Confuſion, could reaſonably expect to be entruſted 
for the future with the greateſt Employments; or, 
indeed, to be hardly tolerated among them? 
| To go on with the Sentiments of a Church-f- 
England Man: He. does not ſee how that mighty 
Paſſion for the Church, which ſome Men pretend, 
can well conſiſt with thoſe Indignities, and that Con- 
tempt they beſtow on the Perſons of the Clergy. 
It is a ſtrange Mark whereby to diſtinguiſh High. 
Church Men, that they are ſuch, who imagine the 
Clergy can never be too /ow. He thinks the Maxim 
theſe Gentlemen are ſo fond of; that they are for an 
bumble Clergy, is a very good one: And ſo is He; 
and for an humble Laity too; ſince Humilty is a Vir- 
tue that perhaps equally befits and adorns every Sta- 
tion of Life. . | Mw 
Bur then, if the Scribblers on the other Side free. 
ly ſpeak the Sentiments of their Party; a Divine of 
the Church of England cannot look for much better 
Quarter from thence. You ſhall obſerve nothing 
more frequent in their weekly Papers, than a way of 
aff-&ing to confound the 'Terms of Clergy and High- 
Church; of applying both indifferently, and — 


Definition. After the like Manner, they inſult the 
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| loading the latter with all the Calumny they can in- 
vent. They will tell you they honour a Clergyman 
bur talk, at the ſame Time, as if there were not 
Three in the Kingdom, who could fall in with their 
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Univerſities, as poiſoned Fountains, and Corrupters 
of Your ( EE Os | 

Now, it ſeems clear to me, that the Whigs might 
eaſily have procured, and maintained a Majority a- 
mong the Clergy, and perhaps in the Univerſities, if 
they had not too much encouraged, or connived at 
this Intemperance of Speech, and Virulence of Pen, 
in the worſt and moſt proſtitute of their Party: 
Among whom there hath been, for ſome Years paſt, 
' ſuch a perpetual Clamour againſt the Ambition, che 
implacable Temper, and the Covetouſneſs of the 
| Priefthood: Such a Cant of High. Church, and Per- 
ſecution, and being Prieft-ridden; ſo many Re- 
proaches about narrow Principles, or Terms of Com- 
munion + Then ſuch ſcandalous Reflections on the 
Univerſities, for infecting the Youth of the Nation 
with arbitrary and Facobite Principles; that it wag 
natural for thoſe, who had the Care of Religion and 
Education, to apprehend ſome general Defign of al- 
_ tering the Conſtitution of both. Ani all this was 
the more extraordinary, becauſe it could not eafily be 
forgot, that whatever Oppoſition was made to the 
Ulurpations of King Fames, proceeded altogether 
from the Church of England, and chiefly from the 
Clergy, and one of the Univerſities. For, if it were 
of any Uſe to recall Matters of Fa&, what is more 
notorious than that Prince's applying himſelf firſt to 
the Church of England; and upon their Refuſal to 
fall in with his Meaſures, making the like Advances 
7 1 | to 
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to the Diſſenters of all Kinds, who readily and al- 


moſt univerſally complied with him; affecting, in 
their numerous Addreſſes and Pamphlets, the Style of 
Our Brethren the Roman Catholicks ; whole Intereſts 
they put on the ſame Foot with their own: And 
ſome of Cromwells Officers took Poſts in the Army 


taiſed againſt the Prince of Orange. Theſe Proceed- 


ings of theirs, they can only extenuate by urging the 
Provocations they had met from the Church in King 
Charles's Reign; which, although perhaps excuſe- 
able upon the Score of human Infirmity ; are not, by 
any Means, a Plea of Merit, equal to the Conftancy 


and Sufferings of the Biſhops and Clergy ; or of the 


Head and Fellows of Magdalen College; that furni- 
ſhed the Prince of Orange's Declaration with ſuch 
powerful Arguments, to juſtify and promote the Re- 
volution. 


TuRRETORRE a Churth-of-England Man abhors the 


Humour of the Age, in delighring to fling Scandals 
upon the Clergy in generat; which, beſides the Diſ- 


grace to the Reformation, and to Religion it ſelf, 


caſts an Ignominy upon the Kingdom, that it doth 


not deſerve. We have no better Materials to com- 


pound the Prieſthood of, than the Maſs of Mankind, 
which, corrupted as it is, thoſe who receive Orders, 
muſt have ſome Vices to leave behind them, when 
they enter into the Church ; and if a few do ſtill ad- 
here, it is no wonder, but rather a great one rhat 
they are no worſe. Therefore He cannot think Am- 
Bition, or Love of Power, more juftly laid to their 
Charge, than to other Men; becauſe, that would be 


to make Religion it ſelf, or at leaſt the beſt Conſtitu- 
tion of Church-Government, anſwerable for the Er- 


Wir- 
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W:rrtHIN theſe laſt two Hundred Years, all Sorts 
of Temporal Power have been wreſted from the Cler- 
| gy, and much of their Eccleſiaſtick: The Reaſon, or 
| Juſtice of which Proceeding, I ſhall not examine; 
but that the Remedies were a little too violent, with 
reſpe& to their Poſſeſſious, the Legiſlature hath latel 
confeſſed, by der . e of K* firſt 5 of 
Neither do the common Libellers deny this; who in 
their Invectives only tax the Church with an unſatia- 
ble Deſire of Power and Wealth, (equally common 
E to all Bodies of Men as well as Individuals) but thank 
= God, that the Laws have deprived them of both. 
However, it is worth obſerving the Juſtice of Par- 
| ties: The Sects among us are apt to complain, and 
8 think ir hard Uſage to be reproached now, after Fifty 
Years, for overturning the State, for the Murder of a 
King, and the Indignity of an Uſurpation ; yet theſe 
very Men, and their Partiſans, are continually re- 
proaching the Clergy, and laying to their Charge the 
Pride, the Avarice, the Luxury, the Ignorance, and 
| Superſtition of Popiſb Times, for a Thouſand Years 
paſt. | „„ | 
| Hz thinks it a Scandal to Government, that ſuch 
an unlimited Liberty ſhould be allowed of publiſhing 
Books againſt thoſe Doctrines in Religion, wherein 
all Chriſtians have agreed; much more to connive 
at ſuch Tracts as reject all Revelation, and, by their 
Conſequences, often deny the very Being of a God. 
| Surely it is not a ſufficient Atonement for the Wri- 
| ters, that they profeſs much Loyalty to the preſent 
Government, and ſprinkle, up and down, ſome Ar- 
guments in Favour of the Diſſenters; that they diſ- 
pute, as ſtrenuouſly as they can, for Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, and inveigh largely againſt all Eccleſiaſticks, 
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under the Name of Higb- Church; and, in ſhort, un- 
der the Shelter of ſome popular Principles in Politicks 
and Religion, undermine the Foundations of all Pie- 


ty and Virtue. 


As He doth not reckon every Schiſm of that dam- 


nable Nature, which ſome would repreſent; ſo He 


is very far from cloſing with the new Opinion of 
thoſe, who would make it no Crime at all; and ar- 
gue at a wild Rate, that God Almighty is delighted 
with the Variety of Faith and Worſhip, as he is with 
the Varieties of Nature. 
Men carried by the Affectation of Free-thinking, 
and removing the Prejudices of Education; under 
which Head, they have, for ſome Time, begun to 
lift Morality and Religion. It is certain, that before 
the Rebellion in 1642, although the Number of Pa- 
ritans (as they were then called) were as great as it 
is with us; and although they affe&ed to follow Pa- 
ſtors of that Denomination, yet thoſe Paſtors had 
Epiſcopal Ordination, poſſeſſed Preferments in the 
Church, and were ſometimes promoted to Biſhop- 
ricks themſelves. But a Breach, in the general Form 
of Worſhip, was, in thoſe Days, reckoned ſo dange 
rous and ſinful in ir ſelf, and ſo offenfive to Roman 
Catholicks at home and abroad; that it was too unpo- 
ular to be atrempted : Neither, I þelieve, was the 
eden then found out, of maintaining ſeparate 
Paſtors out of private Purſes. 1 


Wu a Schiſm is once ſpread in a Nation, there 
grows, at length, a Diſpute which are the Schiſma- 
ticks. Without entering on the Arguments, uſed by 
both Sides among us, to fix the Guilt on each other; 
It is certain, that in the Senſe of the Law, the Schiſm 
lies on that Side which oppoſeth it ſelf to the Religi- 


on 


To ſuch Abſurdities are 
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on of the State. I leave it among Divines to di- | 
late upon the Danger of Schiſin, as a Spiritual Evil; 


but I would confider it only as a Temporal one, And 
T chink it clear, that any great Separation from the 
eſtabliſhed Worſhip, although to a new one that is 
more pure and perfe&, may be an Occafion of en- 
= dangering the publick Peace; becauſe, it will com- 
poſe a Body always in Reſerve, prepared to follow 
any diſcontented Heads, upon the plauſible Pretexts 
ot advancing true Religion, and oppoſing Error, Su- 
perſtition, or Idolatry. For this Reaſon, Plato lays 
it down as a Maxim, that Men ought to worſhip the 
G, according to the Laws of the Country; and he 


introduceth Socrates, in his laſt Diſcourſe, utterly 


diſowning the Crime laid to his Charge, of teaching 
new Divinities, or Methods of Worſhip. Thus the 
poor Hugonots of France, were engaged in a Civil 
War, by the ſpecious Pretences of ſome who, under 
the Guile of Religion, ſacrificed ſo many Thouſand 


Lives to their own Ambition, and Revenge. Thun 
was the whole Body of Puritans in England, drawn 


to be the Inſtruments, or Abettors of all Manner of 
Villany, by the Artifices of a few Men, 

whoſe * Deſigns, from the firſt, were le- g Lord 
velled to deſtroy the Conſtitution, both CY 
of Religion and Government. And thus, 

even in Holland it ſelf, where it is pretended that 
the Variety of Sects live ſo amicably together, and in 
ſuch perfect Obedience to the Magiſtrate; it is noto- 
rious, how a turbulent Party joining with the Armi- 
nians, did, in the Memory of our Fathers, attempt 
to deſtroy the Liberty of that Republick. So that, 
upon the whole, where Sechs are tolerated in a State, 
it is fit they ſhould enjoy a full Liberty of Conſcience, 


and 
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and every ater Privilege of free-born Subjects, #9 
which no Power is annexed. And to preſerve their, 
Obedience upon all Emergencies, a Government can- 
not give them too much Eaſe, nor truſt them with 


too little Power. 


Taz Clergy are uſually charged with a perſecuting 
Siri. which they are ſaid to diſcover by an impla- 

cable Hatred againſt all Diſſenters; and this appears 
to be more unreaſonable, becauſe they ſuffer leſs in 
their Intereſts by a Toleration, than any of the Cor. 
forming Laity: For while the Church remains in its 
preſent Form, no Diſſenter can poſſibly have any 
Share in its Digniries, Revenues, or Power ; where- 
as, by once receiving the Sacrament, he 1s renilered 
Capable of the higheſt Employments in the State, 
And it is very poſſible, that a narrow Education, to- 
gether with a Mixture of human Infirmity, may help 
to beget, among ſome of the Clergy in Poſſeſſion, ſuch 
an Averſion and Contempt for Ky Innovators, as Phy- 
#eians are apt to have for Empiricks, or Lawyers for 
Pettifoggers, or Merchants for Pedlars. But fince 


the Number of Sectaries doth not concern the Cler- 
BY, either in Point of Intereſt, or Conſcience, (it be- 


ing an Evil not in their Power to remedy) it is more 
fair and reaſonable to ſuppoſe, their Diflike proceed 
from the Dangers they apprehend to the Peace of the 


Commonwealth; in the Ruin whereof, they muſt 


expect to be the firſt and greate ſt Sufferers. 

To conclude this Section, it muſt be obſerved; 
chat there is a very good Word, which hath of late 
ſuffered much by both Parties; I mean Moptra- 
TION; Which the one Side very juſtly diſowns, and 
che other as unjuſtly pretends to. Beſide what paſſeth 
every Day in Converſation; any Man who reads the 


Pa- 
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Papers publiſhed by Mr. Leſiy, and others of his 
Stamp, muſt needs conclude, that if this Author 

could make the Nation {ee his Adverſaries, under 
the Colours he paints them in; we had nothing elſe 
to do, but rife as one Man, and deſtroy ſuch Wret- 


ches from the Face of the Earth. On the other 
Side, how ſhall we excuſe the Advocates for Mode- 


ration; among whom, I could appeal to an Hundred 
Papers of univerſal Approbation, by the Cauſe they 
were writ for, which lay ſuch Principles to the whole 


Body of the Tories, as, if they were true, and be- 
lieved ; our next Buſineſs ſhould, in Prudence, be to 
ere& Gibbets in every Pariſh, and hang them out of 


the Way. But, I ſuppoſe it is preſumed, the com- 


mon People underſtand Razlery, or at leaſt Rhetorick; 
and will not take Hyperboles in too literal a Senſe ; 
which, however, in ſome Junctures might prove a 
deſperate Experiment. And this is Moderation, in 
the modern Senſe of the Word; to which, ſpeaking 
impartially, the Bigots of both Parties are equally en» 
tuuled. | „ 
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The Sentiments of a Church-of-Eng- 
land Man, with 'reſpef} to Govern- 
q ment, TRE | | | 


lock upon it as a very juſt Reproach, 
54 although we cannot agree where to 
fix it; that there ſhould be ſo much 
ASS Violence and Hatred in religious Mat» 
wen ters, among Men who agree in all Fun- 
damentals, and only Kiſſer in ſome Ceremonies; or, 
at moſt, meer ſpeculative Points. Yet is not this 


frequently the Caſe between contending Parties in a 


State? For Inſtance; do not the Generality of Whigs 
and Tories among us, profeſs to agree in the ſame 
Fundamentals; their Loyalty to the Queen, their Ab- 


juration of the Pretender, the Settlement of the 


Crown in the Proteflant Line; and a Revolution 
Principle? Their Affection to the Church Eſtabliſh- 
ed, with Toleration of Diſſenters? Nay, ſometimes 
they go farther, and paſs over into each other's Princt- 
ples; the Whigs become great Aſſerters of the Pre- 
rogative; and the Tories, of the People's Liberty; 
theſe crying down almoſt the whole Set of Biſhops, 
and thoſe re them; ſo that the Differences 
fairly ſtated, would be much of a Sort with thoſe in 


Keli- 
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Religion among us; and amount to little more than, 
who ſhould take Place, or go in and out firſt, or kiſs 
the Queens Hand; and what are theſe but a few 
| Court Ceremonies 9 or who ſhould be in the Miniſtry ? 
And what is that to the y of the Nation, but a 
meer ſpeculative Point? Yet I think it muſt be al- 
lowed, that no religious Sects ever carried their mu- 
_ tual A verſions to greater Heights, than our State Par- 
ties have done; who, the more to enflame their Paſ- 
ſions, have mixed Religious and Civil Animoſities 
together; borrowing one of their Appellations from 
the Church, with the Addition of High and Low ; 
how little ſoeyer their Diſputes relate to the Term, 
| as jt is generally underſtood, a 
I now proceed to deliver the Sentiments of a 
Cburch-of-England Man, with reſpe& to Govern- 
ment. | | | 
Hs doth not think the Church of England ſo nar- 
rowly calculated, that it cannot fall in with any re- 
gular Species of Government; nor does he think any 
one regular Species of Government, more acceptable 
to God than another. The three generally received 
in the Schools, have all of them their ſeveral Perfec- 
tions, and are ſubje& to their ſeveral Depravations: 
However, few States are ruined by any Defect in 
their Inſtitution, but generally by the Corruption of 
Manners ; againſt which, the beſt Inſtitution is no 
long Security, and without which, a very ill one may 
ſubſiſt and flouriſh : Whereof there are two preg- 
nant Inſtances now in Europe. The firſt is the Ari- 
ſtocracy of Venice; which, founded upon the wiſeſt 
Maxims, and digeſted by a great Length of Time, 
hath, in our Age, admitted ſo many Abuſes, through 
the Degeneracy of the Nobles, that the Period of its 
= „ Dura» 
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Duration ſeems to approach. The other is the Uni. 


ted Republicks of the States General; where a Vein 
of Temperance, Induſtry, Parſimony, and a publick 


SBpixit, 1 through the whole Body of the Peo- 


ple, hath preſerved an infant Commonwealth of an 
untimely Birth and fickly Conſtitution, for above an 
Hundred Years, through ſo many Dangers and Diff. 
culties, as a much more healthy one could neyer have 
ſtruggled againſt, without thoſe Advantages. 
WuxXI Security of Perſon and Property are pre- 
ſerved by Laws, which none but the Whole can re- 
peal, there the great Ends of Government are pro- 


vided for, whether the Adminiſtration be in the - 


Hands of One, or of Many, Where any one Per. 
fon, or Body of Men, who do not repreſent the 
Whole, ſeize into their Hands the Power in the laſt 
Reſort; there is properly no longer a Government, 
but what Arifotle, and his Followers, call the Abu/c 
and Corruptions of one. This Diſtinction excludes 


arbitrary Power, in whatever Numbers; which, not- 


withſtanding all that Hobbes, Filmer, and others have 
ſaid to its Advantage, I look upon as a greater Evil 
than Anarchy it ſelf; as much as a Savage is in a 
happier State of Life, than a $/ave at the Oar. 

Ir is reckoned ill Manners, as well as unreafona- 
ble, for Men to quarrel upon Difference in Opinion; 
becauſe, that is uſually ſuppoſed to be a Thing, which 
no Man can help in himſelf : But this I do not con- 
ceive to be an univerſal infallible Maxim, except in 


thoſe Caſes where the Queſtion is pretty equally diſ- 


puted among the Learned and the Wile: Where it 


is otherwiſe, a Man of tolerable Reaſon, ſome Expe- 
rience, and willing to be inſtru&ed, may apprehend 
be is got into a wrong Opinion, although the whole 
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Courſe of his Mind, and Inclination, would perſuade 


'ni- him to believe it true: He may be convinced that he 
ein is in an Error, although he doth not ſee where it lies; 
ick by the bad Effects of it in the common Conduſt of 
o- WM his Life; and by obſerving thoſe Perſons, for whoſe 
an WW Wiſdom, and 8 hath the greateſt Defe- 
an 


rence, to be of a/ contrary Sentiment. According 


to Hobbes's Compariſon of Reaſoning with caſting up 
ave Account; whoever finds a Miſtake in the Sum total, 

muſt allow himſelf out; although, after repeated 
pre. Tryals, he may not ſee in which Article he hath 
re. mitreckoned. I will inſtance, in one Opinion, 
- which I look upon every Man obliged in Con- 
the. 


ſcience to quit, or in Prudence to conceal; I mean. 
that whoe ver argues in Defence of abſolute Power 


the in a ſingle Perſon, although he offers the old plauſi- 
laſt dle Plea, that it is his Opinion, which he cannot 
nent, 


belp, unleſs he be convinced, ought, in all free States, 
o be treated as the common Ehemy of Mankind. 
let this is laid as a heavy Charge upon the Clergy of 
the two Reigns before the Revolution; who, under 
the Terms of Paſſrove Obedience, and Non-Reſiſtance, 
are ſaid to have preached up the unlimited Power of 
he Prince, becauſe they found it a Do&rine that 
leaſed the Court, and made Way for their Prefer- 


fona- nent. And I believe, there may be Truth enough 
nion; n this Accuſation, to convince us, that human Frail- 


will too often interpoſe it ſelf among Perſons of the 
olieſt Function. However, it may be offered in Ex- 
ule for the Clergy, that in the beſt Societies there 
e ſome ill Members, which a corrupted Court and 
liniſtry will induſtriouſly find out, and introduce. 
geſides, it is manifeſt that the greater Number of 
ole, who held and preached this Doctine, _ 
: miſ- 
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miſguided by equivocal Terms, and by perfect Ig. v 
Rorance in the Principles of Government, which 
they had not made any Part of their Study. The n 
Queſtion originally put, and as I remember to have tl 
heard it diſputed in publick Schools, was this; Whe- d 
ther under any Pretence whatſoever, it may be lau- | 
ful to refsft the ſupreme Magiſtrate, which was held 
in the Negative; and this is certainly the right O. 
1 But many of the Clergy and other leatned 
en, deceived by a dubious 11 miſtook 
the Object to which Paſſive Obediente was due 
By the Supreme Magiftrate is properly underſtood 
the Legiſlative Power, which in all Government 
muſt be abſolute and unlimited. But the Word 
Magiſtrate ſeeming to denote a ſingle Perſon, and 
to expreſs the Executive Power; it came to pals, 
that the Obedience due to the Legiſſlature was, for 
want of knowing or conſidering this eaſy Diſtinc- 
tion, miſapplied to the Adminiſtration, Neither 
is it any Wonder, that the Clergy, or other well 
meaning People ſhould often fall into this Error 
which deceived Hobbes himſelf ſo far, as to be the 
Foundation of all the political Miſtakes in his Book: 
where he perperually confounds the Executive with 
the Legiſlative Power ; though all well-inſtituted 
States. have ever placed them in different Hands; 
as may be obvious to thoſe who know any thing 
of Athens, Sparta, Thebes, and other Republick 
of Greece; as well as the greater ones of Carthayt 
and Rome. 33 
Brsipzs, it is to be conſidered, that when theſe 
Doctrines began to be preached among us, the 
Kingdom bed not quite worn out the Memory d 
that horrid Rebellion, under the er tae” f 
— M hic 
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lo. which it had groaned almoſt twenty Years. And 4 
00 weak Prince, in Conjun&ion with a Succeſſion of 
"he WW moſt proſtitute Miniſters, began again to diſpoſe 
ave the People to new Attempts; which it was, no 
7 doubt, the Clergy's Duty to endeavour to prevent; 
4. f ſome of them Fad not for want of Knowledge in 
neld Temporal Affairs; and others perhaps from a worſe 
O. Principle, proceeded upon a Topick, that ſtrictly 
tried followed, would enſlave all Mankind. 


took AmonG other Theological Arguments made uſe 
due. of in thoſe Times, in praiſe of Monarchy, and Ju- 
Food ſtification of abſolute Obedience to a Prince, there 
ment ſeemed to be one of a ſingular Nature: It was urged, 
Nord chat Heaven was governed by a Monarch, who had 
and none to controul his Power, but was abſolutely 
pals, WI obeyed : Then it followed, That earthly Govern- 
s, for ments were the more perfect, the nearer they imi- 
Ninc- {WE tated the Government in Heaven. All which I look 


upon as the ſtrongeſt Argument againſt de/potick 
Power that ever was offered ; fince no Reaſon can 


either 
- well 


Error, poſſibly be aſſigned, why it is beſt for the World 
be the that God Almighty hath ſuch a Power, which doth 
Book: MW not directly prove that no Mortal Man ſhould ever 
„ win have the like. | 


Fituted Bur although a Churab- r- England Man thinks 
Jands; every Species of Governipen equally lawful ; he 
y thing i doth not think them equally expedient ; or for 
ublick every Country indifferently. There may be ſome- 
art hagt thing in the Climate, naturally diſpoſing Men to- 
wards one Sort of Obedience; as it is manifeſt all 
en theſe over Aſia, where we never read of any Common- 
us, the wealth, except ſome ſmall ones on the Weſtern 
mory d Coaſts, eſtabliſhed by the Greeks, There may be 
nces d great deal in the Situation of a Country, and in 
whit 5 | Eo the 
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the preſent Genius of the People. It hath: beeti/ ob. 
ferved, that the temperate Climates uſually run 
into moderue Governments, and the Extreames 
into deſpotick Power. It is a Remark of Hobbes, 


that the Youth of England are corrupted in their 


Principles of Government, nag the Author: 
of Greece and Rome, who wri ; Common- 
wealths. But it might have been more fairly offered 


for the Honour of Liberty, that while the reſt of the 


known World was over-run with the Arbitrary 
Government of fingle Perſons; Arts and Sciences 
took their Riſe, and flouriſhed only in thoſe few 


| ſmall Territories where the People were free. And 


although Learning may continue after Liberty is loſt, 
as it did in Rome, for a while upon the F oundations 
laid -under the Commonwealth, and the particular 
Patronage of _ Emperors ; yet it hardly ever 
began under a Tyranny in any Nation : Becauſe 
ak is of all Thy the greateſt Clog and Obſta- 


| Dr to Speculation. And indeed, Arbitrary Power 
5 - — the firſt natural Step from Anarchy or the 


e Life; the adjuſting Power and Freedom be- 


And this is no where ſo duly regulated as in 


: y 8 yay Monarchy : Becauſe I believe it may pals 


for a Maxim in State, that the Adminiftration can- 
not be placed in too few Hands, nor the Legi/lature 
in too many. Now in this material Point, the Con- 
ſtitution of the Engliſh Government far exceeds all 


Others at this 'Time on the Earth; to which the pre- 


ſent Eſtabliſhment of the Church doth fo happily 
„chat I think, whoever is an Enemy to either, 
mult of neceſſity be ſo to both, 


Hs 


ec and Conſequence of maturer Think. 


ough 


lidera 
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. He thinks, as our Moparchy is conſtituted, all 


wo Hereditary Right is much to be preferted befots 
bs Election. Becauſe, the Government here, eſpecial⸗ 
i h by ſome late Amendments, is ſo regilatly diſpo- 
W {ed in all its Parts, that it almoſt executes it ſelf, 
7 And therefore, upon the Death of a Prince among 
bu is, the Adminiſtration goes on without any Rub, of 
he Interruption. For the ſame Reaſons, we have leſs 
by to apprehend from the Weakneſs, or Fury of out 
xi Monarchs, who have ſuch wiſe Councils to guide 
5 the firſt, and Laws to reſtrain the other. And 
* therefore, this Hereditary Right ſhould be kept ſo 
ot ſacred, as never to break the Succeſſion, unleſs 


where the preſerving it may eridinger the Conſtitu- 
tion; which is not from any intrinfick Merit, of 
unalienable Right in a particular Family; but t6 
avoid the ', +" ia that uſually attend the An- 
bition of Competitors, to which elective Kingdoms 
are expoſed; and which is the only Obſtacle to hin- 
der them from arriving at the greateſt Perfection 
that Government can poſſibly reach. Hence ap- 
pears the Abſurdity of that Diſtinction between a 
King de facto, and one de jure, with reſpect to us: 
For every limited Monarch is a King de jure, be- 
cauſe he governs by the Conſent of the Whole; 
which is Authority ſufficient to aboliſh all prece- 
dent Right. If a King come in by Conqueſt, he is 
no longer a limited Monarch: If he afterwards con- 
ſent to Limitations, he becomes immediately King 
de jure, for the ſame Reaſon, — 
Tux great Advocates for Sucreſſion, who affirm ic 
ought not to be violated upon any Regard, or Con- 
lderation whatſoever, do inſiſt much upon orig 
Us argument, that ſeems to catry little Weight, They 
Vor. I. G would 
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would have it, that a Crows is a Prince's Birth-righe, 
and ought, at leaſt, to be as well ſecured to him, 
and his Poſterity, as the Inheritance of any private 


Man: In ſhort, that he has the fame Title to his 


Kingdom, which every Individual hath to his Pro- 
perty. Now the Conſequence of this Doctrine 
muſt be, that as a Man may find ſeveral Ways to 
waſte, miſpend, or abuſe his Patrimony, without 
18 to the Laws; ſo a King may, in 
like Manner, do what he will with His own ; that 
is, he may ſquander and miſapply his Revenues, 
and even alienate the Crown, without being called 
to an Account by his Subjects. They allow ſuch a 
Prince to be guilty, indeed, of much Folly and 
Wickedneſs; but for theſe he is anſwerable to God, 
as every ptivate Man muſt be, who is guilty of Mil- 
management in his own Concerns, Now the Fol. 
ly of this Reaſoning will beſt appear, by applying it 
in a parallel Caſe : Should any Man argue, that 


Phyſician is ſuppoſed: to underſtand his own Art 
> beſt; that the Law proteAs and encourages his Pro- 


feflion : And therefore, although he ſhould mani- 
feſtly preſcribe Poiſon to all his Patients, whereof 
they muſt immediately die ; he cannot be juſtly pu 
niſhed, but is anſwerable only to God. Or ſhould 
the ſame be offeted in Behalf of a Divine, who 
Would preach againſt Religion, and moral Duties! 
In either df thete two Caſes, every Body would find 

out the Sophiſtry ; and preſently anſwer, that al 

though common Men are not exactly skilled in the 

. Compoſition, or Application of Medicines, or in 
preſcribing the Limits of Duty; yet the Difference 

between Poiſons and Remedies, is eaſily known by 
| their Effects, and common Reaſon ſoon diſtin: 
1 N guiſhes 
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| buiſhes between Virtue and Vice: And it miſt be 

neceſſary to forbid both theſe the further Practice of 
their Profeſſions; becauſe, their Crimes are not 
purely perſonal to the Phyſician, or the Divine, buf 
deſtructive to the Publick. All which is infinitely 
ſtronger, in reſpect to a Prince; in whoſe good, of 
ill Conduct, the Happineſs, or Miſery of a whole 
Nation is included; whereas, it is of ſmall Conſe: 
quence to the Publick, farther than Example; how 
any private Perſon manageth his Property. 

Bur, granting that the Right of a lineal Sueceſa 
ſor to a Crown, were upon the ſame Foot with the 
Property of a Subject; ſtill it may, at any Time, be 
transferred by the legiſlative Power, as other Pros 
perties frequently are. The ſupreme Power in 4 
State can do no Wrong; becauſe, whatever that doth, 
is the Action of all: And when the Lawyers apply 
this Maxim to the King, they muſt . — it 
only in that Senſe, as he is Adminiſttator of the 
ſupreme Power; otherwiſe, it is not univerſally 

true, but may be controuled in feveral Inſtances eas 
ly to produce. | | LE. 
 Anb theſe ate the 'Topicks we muſt proceed up- 
on, to juſtify our 3 the young Pretender 
in France: That of his ſuſpected Birth, being meer- 
ly popular, and therefore not made uſe of, as I re- 
member, ſince the Revolution, in any Speech, Vote 
or Proclamation, where there was Occaſion to men- 
ton him, * 2 DP 
As to the Audication of King James, which the 
Advocates on that Side look upon to have been for- 
cible and unjuſt, and conſequently void in it ſelf; 1 
think a Man may obſerve every Article of the Eng- 
oviſhes % Church, without being in much Pain about it 
8 It is not unlikely that all Doors were laid open fot 
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his Departure, and perhaps not without the Privity 
of the Prince of Orange; as reaſonably concluding, 
that the Kingdom might better be ſettled in his Ab- 
fence: But to affirm, bo had any Cauſe to apprehend 
the ſame Treatment with his Father, is an improba- 
ble Scandal flung upon the Nation by a few biggot- 
ted French Scribblers, or the invidious Aſſertion of 
a ruined Party at home, in the Bitterneſs of their 
Souls : Not one material Circumſtance agreeing 
with thoſe in 1648; and the greateſt Part of the 
Nation having preſerved the utmoſt Horror for that 
ignominious Murder. But whether his Removal 
were Cauſed by his own Fears, or other Mens Arti. 
Aces, it is manifeſt to me, that fuppoſing the Throne 
to be yacant, which was the Foot the Nation went 
upon ; the Body of the People was thereupon left at 
Liberty, to chuſe what Form of Government they 

pleaſed, by themſelves, or their Repreſentatives, 
Tux only Difficulty of any Weight againſt the 
Proceedings at the Revolution, is an obvious Ob- 
je&ion, to which the Writers upon that Subje& 
have not yet given a direct, or ſufficient Anſwer; 
as if they were in Pain at ſome Conſequences, which 
they apprehended thoſe of the contrary Opinion 
might draw from it. I will repeat this Objection, 
as it was offered me ſome Time ago, with all its Ad. 
vantages, by a very pious, learned, and worthy * 
Gentleman of the Non-juring Party. 

Tux Force of his Argument turned upon this; 
that the Laws made by the ſupreme Power, cannot 
other wiſe than by the ſupreme Power be annulled: 


=: That 


AL. 
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7; * Ar. Nelſon, Author of the Feaſts and Faſts, c. 


That this conſiſting in England of a King, Lords, 
and Commons, whereof each have a negative Voice, 
no Two of them can repeal, or enact a Law with-' 
out Conſent of the Third; much leſs, may any one 
of them be entirely excluded from its Part of the' 
Legiſlature, by a Vote of the other Two. That all 
theſe Maxims were openly violated at the Revolu- 
tion; where an Aſſembly of the Nobles and People, 
not ſummoned by the King's Writ, (which was 
an eſſential Part of the Conſtitution,) and con- 
ſequently no lawful Meeting; did, meerly upon their 
own Authority, declare the King to have abdicated, 
the Throne vacant; and gave the Crown, by a Vote, 
to a Nephew, when there were three Children to 
inherit; although by the fundamental Laws of the 
Realm, the next Heir is immediately to ſucceed, 
Neither doth it appear, how a Prince's Abdication 
can make any other Sort of Vacancy in the Throne, 
than would be cauſed by his Death ; fince he can- 
not abdicate for his Children, (who claim their 
Right of Succeſſion by Act of Parliament,) other. 
wif, than by his own Conſent, in Form, to a Bill 
from the two Houſes, 

Axp this is the Difficulty that ſeems chiefly to 
ſtick with the moſt reaſonable of thoſe, who, from 
a meer Scruple of Conſcience, refuſe to join with us 
| upon the Revolution Principle; but for the reſt, 
| are, I believe, as far from loving arbitrary Govern. 
ment, as any others can be, who are born under a 
free Conſtitution, and are allowed to have the leaſt 
Share of common good Senſe, 

Ix this Objection, there are two Queſtions in- 
cluded: Firſt, Whether upon the Foot of our Con- 
ſtitution, as it ſtood in the Reign of the late King 

5 James. 
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yened by their own Authory after the King had 
withdrawn himſelf in the {ow he did, had 
Po wer to alter the Succeſſion ? | 
IA for the firſt; it is 4 Point I ſhall not preſume 
fa determine; and ſhall therefore only ſay, that 
to any Man who holds the Negative, I would de- 
nd the Liberty of putting the Caſe as ſtrongly 
as I pleaſe, 1 will ſuppoſe a Prince limited by 
Lawz like ours, yet running into a Thouſand Ca- 
prices of Cruelty, like Nero or Caligula. I will 
ſuppoſe him to murder his Mother id his Wife, 
fo commit Inceſt, to raviſh Matrons, to blow up 
che Senate, and burn his Metropolis; openly to re- 
ounce God and Chriſt, and worſhip the Devil: 
Theſe, and the like Exorbitances are in the Power 
of a fingle Perſon to commit without the Advice 
of a Miniſtry, or Aſſiſtance of an Army. And if 
ſach a King, as I have deſcribed, cannot be de- 
{ed but by his own Conſent in Parliament, I do 
| Per well ſee how he can be reſiſted; or what can 
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aws, if the Perfon who adminiſters hath no TI 
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+ God. I deſire no ſtronger Proof that an Opinion 
5 muſt be falſe, than to find very great Abſurditięs 
annexed to it; and there cannot be greater than in 

the preſent Caſe: For it is not a bare Speculation, 

__ that Kings may run into ſuch Enormities as are 
above-mentioned ; the Practice may be proved by 
Examples, not 'only drawn from the firſt Ceſar, 
or ep Emperors, but my modern Princes of 
Europe : 
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ames: *Ring of Exg England may be depoſed ? The 
econd is, Whether the People of England, con- 


be meant by a limited Monarchy; or what ſignifies A 
> People's s Conſent, in making and ang 


of Conſcience, and is anfwerable to none but 
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Europe ; ſuch as Peter the Cruel, Philip the Second 
of Spain,» Fohn Ba/zlovits of Muſcovy; and in our 
own Nation, King John, Richard the Third, and 
Henry the Eighth. But there cannot be equal Ab- 
| ſurdities ſuppoſed in maintaining the contrary Opi- 
nion; becauſe it is certain, that Princes have it in 
their Power to keep a Majority on their Side by any 
tolerable Adminiſtration ; till provoked by conti- 
nual Oppreſſions, no Man indeed can then anſwer - 
where the Madneſs of the People will ſtop. 
As to the ſecond Part of the Objection; whether 
the People of England convened by their own Au- 
thority, upon King Fames's precipitate Departure, 
had Power to alter the Succeſſion * ññ 5 
I x anſwer to this, I think it is manifeſt from the 
Practice of the wiſeſt Nations, and who ſeem to 
have had the trueſt Notions of Freedom; that 
When a Prince was laid aſide for Male-Admini- 
| ſtration, the Nobles and People, if they thought it 
neceſſary for the Publick Weal, did reſume the 
| Adminiſtration of the ſupreme Power, (the Power 
it ſelf having been always in them) and did not 
only alter the Succeſſion, but often the very Form 
of Government too; becauſe they believed there 
was no natural Right in one Man to govern ano- 
ther; but that all was by Inſtitution, Force, or 
Conſent. 'Thus, 'the Cities of Greece, when they 
drove out their tyrannical Kings, either choſe o- 
thers from a new Family, or aboliſhed the kingly 
Government, and became free States, 'Thus the 
Romans, upon the Expulſion of Tarquin, found it 
inconvenient for them to be ſubje& any long- 
er to the Pride, the Luſt, the Cruelty, and arbi- 
trary Will of ſingle Perſons; and therefore by ge: 
| J ns 
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peral Conſent, entirely altered the whole Frame of 
* Government. Nor do I find the Proceedings 
of either, in this Point, to have been condemned 
by any Hiſtorian of the ſucceeding Ages. | 


Bor a great deal hath been already ſaid by other 
Writers, upon this invidious and beaten Subje&; 
therefore I ſhal] let it fall; although the Point be 
-" commonly miſtaken, eſpecially by the Lawyers; 
who of all other Profeſſions ſeem leaſt to underſtand 
the Nature of Government in general; like Under: 
orkmen, who are expert enough at making a fingle 
heel in a Clock, but are utterly ignorant how to 
_ adjuſt the ſeveral Parts, or to regulate the Movement. 
To return therefore from this Digreſſion: Ir is 
a Churgh-of-England Man's Opinion, that the Free- 
dom of a Nation conſiſts in an abſolute unlimited 
legiſlative Power, wherein the whole Bady of the 
People are fairly repreſented ; and in an executive 
duly limited: Becauſe on this Side likewiſe, there 
may be dangerqus Degrees, and a very ill Extream, 
For when two Parties in a State are pretty equal 
in Power, Pret en ſions, Merit, and Virtue, (for theſe 
two laſt are, with relation to Parties and a Court, fl 
quite different Things,) it hath been the Opinion T 
of the beſt Writers upon Government, that a Prince th 
ought not in any ſort to be under the Guidance, or w. 
ee of either; becauſe he declines, by this 10 
Means, from his Office of preſiding over the Whole, N 
to be the Head of a Party; which, beſides the In- 2": 
| dignity, renders him anſwerable for all publick MW a 
liſmanagements, and the Conſequences of them: an. 
And in Whatever State this happens, there muſt ei- 
ther be 4 Weakneſs in the Prince or Miniſtry, or an 


. 


elle the formet is too much reſtrained by the No les, be 
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or thofe who repreſent the People. To 
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To conclude : A Church- f England Man may 


88 with Prudence and a good Conſcience approve the 
ed profeſſed Principles of one Party more than the 
other, according as he thinks they beſt promote 
ner the Good of Church and State; but he will never 
&; be ſwayed by Paſſion or Intereſt to advance an Q- 
be pinion meerly becauſe it is That of the Party he 
16; moſt approves; which one fingle Principle he 
and looks upon as the Root of all our civil Animoſities. 
der- To enter into a Party as iuto an Order of Fryars, 
gle with ſo reſigned an Obedience to Superiors, is 
7 to very unſuitable both with the civil and religious 
ent, Liberties, we ſo zealouſly aſſert. Thus the Under- 
It i ſtandings of a whole Senate are often enſlaved = 
ree- three or four Leaders on each Side; who inſtead 
ited of intending the publick Weal, have their Hearts 
the wholly ſer upon Ways and Means how to get, or 
itive to keep Employments. But to ſpeak more at 
here large; how has this Spirit of Faction mingled it 
eam. ſelf with the Maſs of the People, changed their 
equal Nature and Manners, and the very Genius of the 
theſe . Nation ? Broke all the Laws of Charity, Neigh- 
outt, bourhood, Alliance and Hoſpitality ; deſtroyed all 
inion Il Ties of F riendſhip, and divided Families againſt 
bine themſelves? And no Wonder it ſhould be ſo, 
e, ot when in order to find out the Character of a Per- 
y this lon; inſtead of enquiring whether he be a Man of 
Vhole, Virtue, Honour, Piety, Wit, good Senſe, or Learn. 
\e In- ing; the modern Queſtion is only, Whether he be 
ublick 2 Hg or a Tory; under which Terms all good 
hem: and ill Qualitjes are included. 7 
aſt ei- Now, becauſe it is 2 Point of Difficulty to chuſe 
ry, of an exact Middle between two ill Extreams; it may 
foples, be worth enquiring in the preſent Cafe, which of 
'To D Eo theſe 


90 The Sentiment, Sc. | 
theſe a wiſe and good Man would rather ſeem to 
avoid: Taking therefore their own good and ill 
Characters with due Abatements and Allowances 
for Partiality and Paſſion ; I ſhould think that, in or- 
der to preſerve the Conſtitution entire in the Charch 
and State ; whoever hath a trueValue for both, would 
be ſure to avoid the Extreams of Whig for the Sake 
of the former, and the Extreams of Tory on Account 
of the latter, _ 
IAR now faid all that IT could think conve- 
nient upon ſo nice a Subject; and find, I have the 
Ambition common with other Reaſoners, to with. 
at leaſt, that both Parties may think me in the right, 
which wauld be of ſome Uſe ro thoſe who have 
any Virtue left, but are blindly drawn into the Ex- 
travagancies of either, upon falſe Repreſentations, 
to ſerve the Ambition or Malice of deſigning Men, 
without any Proſpect of their own. But if that 
may not be hoped for; my next Wiſh ſhould be, 
that both might think me in the wrong; which I 
would underſtand, as an ample: Juſtification of my 
ſelf, and a ſure Ground to believe, that I have pro- 
ded at leaſt with Impartiality, and perhaps with 
— PD 5 
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May, as Things now ſtand, be aty 
tended with ſome Inconyeniencies, 
and perhaps, not produce thoſe 
many good Effects * a 


W 


Written in the Year 1708. 


ELSE) AM very ſenüble what a Weak» 
A) GER nels and Preſumption it is, to rea - 
SH x {on againſt the general Humour and 
9 Diſpoſition of the World. I re- 
member it was with great Juſtice, 
and a due Regard to the Freedom 

boch of the Publick and the Preſs, forbidden upon 
levere Penalties to write or diſcourſe, or lay Wa- 


gers 
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gers againſt the Unzoy, even before it was confirmed 
by Parliament: Becauſe that was looked upon as. a 
_  Defign to oppoſe the Current of the People; which 
| befides the Folly of it, is a manifeſt Breach of the 
Fundamental Law, that makes this Majority of O- 
Pinion the Voice of God. In like Manner, and for 
the very fame Reaſons, it may perhaps be neither 
ſafe nor prudent to argue againſt the Aboliſhing of 
| Chriſtianity, at a Jun&ure when all Parties appear 
fo unanimouſly determined upon the Point ; as we 
cannot but allow from their Actions, their Diſ- 
"courſes, and their Writings. However, I know 
not how, whether from the Affectation of Singu- 
larity, or the Perverſeneſs of human Nature; but 
ſo it unhappily falls out, that I cannot be entirely 
of this Opinion. Nay, although I were ſure an 
Order were iſſued out tor my immediate Proſecution 
by the Attorney-General ; I ſhquld (till confeſs, that 
in the preſent Poſture of our Affairs at home or a. 
broad, I do not yet ſee the abſolute Neceſlity of ex- 
ppg the Chriſtian Religion from among us. 
HIS perhaps may appear too great a Paradox, 
even for our wiſe and paradoxical Age to endure: 
Therefore I ſhall handle it with all Tenderneſs, and 
with the utmoſt Deference to that great and pro- 
found Majority, which is of another Sentiment, 
And yet the Curious may pleaſe to obſerve, how 
much the Genius of a Nation is liable to alter in 


half an Age: I have heard ir affirmed for certain 


by ſome very old People, that the contrary Opi- 


nion was even in their Memories as much in Vogue 


as the other is now; and that a Proje& for the A- 


O boliſhing Chriſtianity would then have appeared 


as ſingular, and been thought as abſurd, as it would 


by 


Aboliſhing Chriftianity. = © 
be at this Time to Write or diſcourſe in its De- 
fence. | | Mie 

 Tarxerors I freely own, that all Appearances 
are againſt me. The Syſtem of the Goſpel, after 
the Fate of other Syſtems is generally antiquated 
and exploded ; nd the Maſs or Body of the com- 
mon People, among whom it ſeems to have had 
its lateſt Credit, are now grown as much aſhamed 
of it as their Betters : Opinions, like Faſhions al- 
ways deſcending from thoſe of Quality to the middle 
Sort, and thence to the Vulgar, where at length 
they are dropt and vaniſh. 1 
Bur here I would not be miſtaken ; and muſt 

therefore be ſo bold as to borrow a Diſtin&ion 
from the Writers on the other Side, when they 
make a Difference between nominal and real Trini- 
tarians, I hope, no Reader imagines me ſo weak 


to ſtand up in the Defence of real Chriſtianity ; 


ſuch as uſed in primitive Times (if we may believe 
the Authors of thoſe Ages) to have an Influence. 
upon Mens Belief and Actions: To offer at the 
Reſtoring of that, would indeed be a wild Project; 
it would be to dig, up Foundations; to deſtroy at 
one Blow all the, Wit, and haf the Learning of 
the Kingdom; to break the entire Frame and Con- 
ſtitution of Things; to ruin Trade, extinguiſh Arts 
and Sciences with the, Profeſſors of them; in ſhort, 
to turn our Courts, Exchanges and Shops into De- 
farts: And would be full as abſurd as the Propoſal 
of Horace, where he adviſes the Romans, all in a 
Body, to leave their City, and ſeek a new Seat in 
ſome remote Part of the World, by Way of Cure 
tor the Corruption of their Manners. 


. TukRE- 
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. 'Taxezzrons, I think this Caution was in it ſelf 
altogether unneceſſary, (which I have inſerted only 
to prevent all Poſſibility of cavilling) fince every 
candid Reader will eafily underſtand my Diſcourſe 
to be intended only in Defence of nominal Chri- 
ſtianity; the other having been for ſome Time 
wholly laid afide by general Conſent; as utterly in- 
conſiſtent with our preſent Schemes of Wealth and 
Power. 55 Lo = 

Bur why we ſhould thetefore caſt off the Name 
und Title of Chriſtians, although the general Opi- 
nion and Reſolution be ſo violent for it; I conſeſs 
I cannot (with Submiſſion ) apprehend the Con- 
ſequence neceſſary. However, ſince the Under- 
takers propoſe ſuch wonderful Advantages to the 
Nation by this Project; and advance many plauſi- 
ble Obje&ions againſt the Syſtem of Chriſtianity ; 


I ſhall briefly conſider the Strength of both; fairly 
allow them their 2 Weight, and offer ſuch 


Anſwers as I think moſt reaſonable. After which 
J will beg leave to ſhew what Inconveniencies may 
Mbly happen by ſuch an Innovation, in the pre- 
ent Poſture of our Affairs. En 

Firſt, Ons great Advantage propoſed by the 
Aboliſhing of Chriſtianity is, That it would very 
much enlarge and eſtabliſh Liberty of Conſcience, 
that great Bulwark of our Nation, and of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, which is ſtill roo much limited by 
Prieft-Craft, notwithſtanding all the good Intenti- 
ons of the Legiſlature ; as we have lately found by 
a ſevere Inſtance. For it is confidently reported, 
that two young Gentlemen of great Hopes, bright 
Wit, and profound Judgment, who upon a tho- 
rough Examination of Cauſes and Effects, and by 
= tms 


very, that there was no God, and generouſly com- 


Man alive knows how far it may reach, or where 
it will end. ws 


Judgments ; I think this rather ſhews the Neceſſi- 
ty of a nominal Religion among us. Great Wits 


Cuſtom of the Country to believe a God. But 7 
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the meer Force of natural Abilities, without the 
leaſt Tincture of Learning; having made a Diſco« 


municating their Thoughts for the Good of the 
Publick; were ſome Time ago, by an unparalleled 
Severity, and upon I know not what ob/olete Law, 
broke only for Blaſphemy. And as it hath been 
wiſely obſerved, it Perſecution once begins, no 


In Anſwer to all which, with Deference to wiſet 


love to be free with the higheſt Objects; and if 
they cannot be allowed a G to revile or renounce ; 
they will ſpeak Evil of Dignities, abuſe the Go- 
vernment, and reflect upon the Miniſtry ; which 
I am ſure, few will deny to be of much more per- 
nicious Conſequence ; according to the Saying of 
Tiberitis, Deorum offenſa Diis cure. As to the 
particular Fact related; I think it is not fair to argue 
from one Inſtance ; perhaps another cannot be pro- 
duced ; yet (to the Comfort of all thoſe, who may 
be apprehenſive of Perſecution) Blaſphemy we 

know is freely ſpoke a Million of Times in every 
Coffee-Houle and Tavern, or where-ever elſe good. 
Company meet. It muſt be allowed indeed, that 
to break an Engliſh Free-born Officer only for Blaſ-- 
phemy, was, to ſpeak the gentleſt of fuch an Ac- 
tion, a very high Strain of abſolute Power. Little 
can be faid in Excuſe for the General; perhaps 
he was afraid it might give Offence to the Allies, 
among whom, for ought I know, it may be the 


he 
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þ& An Argument again, 
he argued, as ſome have done, upon 4 miſtake 
Principle, that an Officer who is guilty of ſpeaking 
Blaſphemy, 5 ſome Time or other, proceed 10 
far as to raiſe a Mutiny; the Conſequence is, by no 
Means, to be admitted : For, ſurely the Commander 
of an Engliſh Army is like to be but ill obeyed, 
whoſe Soldiers fear and reverence him as little as 
they do a Deity. „„ „ 
Ir is further objected againſt the Goſpel Syſtem, 
that it obliges Men to the Belief of Things too dif- 
ficult for Free-Thinkers, and ſuch who have ſha- 
ken off the Prejudices that uſually cling to a con- 
fined Education. To which I anſwer, that Men 
ſhould be cautious how they raiſe Objections, 
which reflect upon the Wiſdom of the Nation. Is 
not every Body freely allowed to believe whatever 
he pleaſeth ; and to publiſh his Belief to the World 
whenever he thinks fit; eſpecially if it ſerve to 
ſtrengthen the Party which is in the Right? Would 
any indifferent Foreigner, who ſhould read the 
Trumpery lately written by A/z11l, Tindall, Toland, 
Coward, and Forty mote, imagine the Goſpel to 
be out Rule of Faith, and corifirmed by Patlia-- 
ments? Does any Man either believe, or ſay he be- 
lieves, or defire to have it thought that he ſays he 
believes one Syllable of the Matter? And is any 
| Man worſe received upon that Score; or does he 
find his Want of Nominal Faith a Diſadvantage to 
him, in the Purſuit of any Civil, or Military Em- 
ployment? What if there be an old dotmant Sta- 
tute or two againſt him? Ate they not now obſo- 
lete, to a Degree, that Empſon and Dudley them- 
ſelves, if they were now alive, would find it im- 
poſſible to put them in Execution? 


Ir 
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Ir is likewiſe urged, that there are, by Compu- 


tation, in this Kingdom, above ten Thouſand Par- 
ſons; whoſe Revenues added to thoſe of my Lords 
the Biſhops, would ſuffice to maintain, at leaſt, two 
Hundred young Gentlemen of Wit atid Pleaſure; 
and Free-thinking ; Enemies to Prieſt-craft, narrow 
Principles, Pedantry, and Prejudices; who might be 
an Ornament to the Court and Town: And then 
again, ſo great a Number of able (bodied) Divines 
might be a Recruit to our Fleet and Armies. This, 
indeed, appears to be a Confideration of ſome 
Weight: But then, on the other Side, ſeveral 


Whether it may not be thought neceſſary, that in 
certain Tracts of Country, like what we call Pa- 


tles to read and write. Then, it ſeems a wrong 
Computation, that the Revenues of the Church 
throughout this Iſland, would be large enough to 
maintain two Hundred young Gentlemen, or even 
Half that Number, after the preſent refined Way of 
Living; that is, to allow each of them ſuch a Rent, 
3s, in the modern Form of Speech, would make 
hem eaſp; But till, there is in this Project a great- 
r Miſchief behind; and we ought to beware of 
he Woman's Folly, who killed the Hen, that eve- 


Y Morning laid her a Golden Egg. For, pray, 


hat would become of the Race of Men in the 
ext Age, if we had nothing to truſt to, beſides the 
crophulous conſumptive Productions furniſhed by 
ur Men of Wit and Pleaſure; when having ſquan- 
red away their Vigour, Health, and Eſtates; they 
e forced, by ſore diſagreeable Marriage, to piece 
p their broken Fortunes, and entail Rottenneſs and 
Vox. I H Polite- 
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Things deſerve to be conſidered likewiſe : As, Firſt; | 


nſhes, there ſhould be one Man at leaſt, of Abili- . 


* 


a 
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Politeneſs on their Poſterity ? Now, here are ten 
Thouſahd Perſons reduced by the wiſe Regulations 
of Henry the Eighth, to the Neceſſity of a low Diet, 
and modetate Exerciſe, who are the only great Re- 
ſtorers of our Breed; without which, the Nation 
would, in an Age ot two, become but one great ﬀl | 
Hoſpital. IE KT 


ANOTHER Advantage ptopofed by the aboliſhing f 

of Chriſtianity, is, the clear Gain of one Day in Se- 

| yen, which is now entirely loſt, and conſequently u 
the Kingdom one Seventh leſs conſiderable in Trade, a 
Buſineſs, and Pleaſure; befide the Loſs to the Pub- ar 
tick of ſo many ſtately Structures now in the Hand br 
of the Clergy ; which might be converted into po 
Theatres, Exchanges, Marker-houſes, common Dot. pr 
mitoties, and other publick Edifices. Int 

I Hops I ſhall be forgiven a hard Word, if I call 4 
this a perfect Cavil. I readily own there hath been (il 77 
an old Cuſtom, Time out of Mind, for People to "W 
aſſemble in the Churches every Sunday, and tha i Ma 
Shops are ſtill frequently ſhut ; in order, as it is con. C 
ceived, to preſerve the Memory of that antient _- 


Practice; but how this can prove a Hindrance toM tion: 
Buſineſs, or Pleafure, is hard to imagine. What 1 andt 
the Men of Pleaſure are forced, one Day in the Is + 
Week, to game at home, inſtead of the Chocolat: ¶ wou 
Houſe f Are not the Taverns and Coffee-HouſoM Rb, 


open? Can there be a more convenient Seaſon tot 


taking a Dofe of Phyfick ? Are fewer Claps got up ſelves 
on Sundays than other Days? Is not that the chil Heart 
Day for Traders to ſum up the Accounts of tit gion; 


Week; and for Lawyers to prepare their Briefs? But 
I would fain know how it can be pretended, that the 
Churches are miſapplied, Where are more Ap. 
| | point: 


"TW 
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pointthents and Rendezvouzes of Gallantty? Where 


MH 

hs more Care to appear in the foremoſt Box with great- 
et, et Advantage of Dreſs? Where more Meetings for 
Ne- Buſineſs? Where more Bargains driven of all Sorts? 
ion . And where ſo many Conveniences, or Incitements 


reat to ſleep? EY ug | . | | 
þ Tuxze is one Advantage, greater than any of the 
hung | foregoing, propoſed by the aboliſhing of Chriſtia- 


\ Se- nity ; that it will utterly extinguiſh Parties among 
ntly us, by removing thoſe factious Diſtinctions of High | 
rade, and Low Church, of Whig and Tory, Presbyterian 
Pub- and Church-of-England; which are now fo many 
lands grie vous Clogs upon publick Proceedings, and diſ- 
into poſe Men to prefer the gratifying themſelves, or de- 
Dot. prefiing their Adverſaries, before the moſt important 


Intereſt of the State. 

I cor Ess, if it were certain that ſo great an Ad- 
vantage would redound to the Nation by this Expe- 
dient, I would ſubmit and be filent : But, will any 
Man fay, that if the Words Whoring, Drinking, 
is con. Cheating, Lying, Stealing, were, by Act of Parlia- 
antien ment, ejected out of the Engliſh Tongue and Dic- 
ance 0 tionaries; we ſhould all awake next Morning chaſte 
W hat i and temperate, honeſt and juſt, and Lovers of Truth. 
in ti 15 chis a fair Conſequence ? Or if the Phyſicians 
hocolatr ¶ would forbid us to pronounce the Words Pox, Gout, 
e- Houſe Rheumatiſin, and Stone; would that Expedient ſerve 
aſon il like ſo many Taliſmans to deſtroy the Diſeaſes them- 
s got UP ſelves? Are Party and Faction rooted in Mens 
he cha Hearts no deeper than Phraſes borrowed from Reli- 
s of i} gion; or founded upon no firmer Principles? And 
W is our Language fo poor, that we cannot find other 
Terms to expreſs them? Are Envy, Pride, Avarice 
and Ambition, ſuch ill Nomenclators, that they 
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cannot furniſh Appellations for their Owners? Will 


not Heydukes and Mamalukes, Mandarins, and 
Potſhaws, or any other Words formed at Pleaſure, 
ſerve to diſtinguiſh thoſe who are in the Miniftry. 
from others, who would be in it if they could? 


What, for Inſtance, is eafier than to vary the Form 


of Speech; and inſtead of the Word Church, make 
it a Queſtion in Politicks, Whether the Monument 
be in Danger? Becauſe Religion was neareſt at 
Hand to futniſh a few convenient Phraſes ; is our 
Invention ſo barren, we can find no other ? Sup- 


poſe, for Argument Sake, that the Tories favoured. 


J Margarita, the Whigs Mrs. Tofts, and the Trim- 
mers Valentini; would not Margaritians, Toftians, 
and Valentinians, be very tolerable Marks of Di- 
ſtinction? The Praſini and Veneti, two moſt viru- 


lent Factions in [taly, began (if I remember right) 
lia Diſtinction of Colours in Ribbonds; which we 


"might do, with as good a Grace, about the Dignity 
of the Blue and the Green; and would ſerve as pro- 
perly to divide the Court, the Parliament, and the 
Kingdom between them, as any Terms of Art 


whatſoever 5 borr O wed from Religion. Therefore, 


I think there 1s little Force in this Obje&ion againſt 
Chriftianity ; or Proſpe& of fo great an Advantage 
as is propoſed in the Aboliſhing of it. 85 

II is again objected, as a very abſurd, ridiculous 
Cuſtom, that a Set of Men ſhould be ſuffered, much 
leſs employed, and hired to bawl one Day in Seven, 
againſt the Lawfulneſs of thoſe Methods moſt in 
Uſe towards the Purſuit of Greatneſs, Riches, and 
„55 
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J Halian Singers they in Vogue. 
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I think, a little unworthy ſo refined an Age as ours. 


Let us argue this Matter calmly. I appeal to the 


Breaſt of any polite Free-Thinker, whether jn the 


- Purſuit of gratifying a predominant Paſſion, he hath 


not always felt a wonderfyl Incitement, by refle&ing 
it was a Thing forbidden : And therefore we ſee, in 
order to cultivate this Taſte, the Wiſdom of the 
Nation hath taken ſpecial Care, that the Ladies 
ſhould be furniſhed with prohibited Silks, and the 
Men with prohibited Wine : And, indeed, it were 
to be wiſhed, that ſome other Prohibitions were 


promoted, in order to improve the Pleaſures of the 


Town; which, for want of ſuch Expedients, beg 
already, as I am told, to flag and grow * 


* 


giving way daily to cruel Inroads from the Spleen, - 


I is likewiſe propoſed, as a great Advantag N 
the Publick, that if we once diſcard the Syſtem of 


the Goſpel, all Religion will, of Courſe, be baniſhed 


for ever; and conſequently along with it, thoſe 


grievous Prejudices of Education; which, under the 
Names of Virtue, Conſcience, Honour, Juſtice, 


and the like, are ſo apt to diſturb the Peace of hu- 
man Minds; and the Notions whereof are ſo hard 
to be eradicated by right Reaſon, or Free-thinking, 
ſometimes during the whole Courſe of our Lives. 
Hrxe, firſt, I obſerve how difficult it is to get 
rid of a Phraſe, which the World is once grown 
fond of, although the Occaſion that firſt produced 
It, be entirely taken away. For ſeveral Years paſt, if a 
Man had but an ill- favoured Noſe, the Deep- Think, 
ers of the Age would, ſome way or other, coptrive 
to impute the Cauſe to the Prejudice of his Educa: 


ELON 


1 Abolifoing Chriftianity. 707 
Pleaſure; which are the conſtant Practice of all 
Men alive on the other Six. But this Objection is, 
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102 4s Argument againſs 
tion. From this Fountain are ſaid to be deri ved 
all our fooliſh Notions of Juſtice, Piety, Love of 
our Country; all our Opinions of God, or a future 
State, Heaven, Hell, and the like: And chere 
might formerly, perhaps, have been ſome Pretence 
for this Charge. But ſo effectual Care hath been 
ſince taken, to remove thoſe Prejudices by an entire 
Change in the Methods of Education; that (with 
Honour I mention 1t to our polite Innovators) the 
young Gentlemen, who are now on the Scene, 
ſeem to have not the leaſt Tincture left of thoſe 
Infufions, or String of thoſe Weeds; and, by Con- 
| ſequence, the Reaſon for aboliſhing Nominal Chri- 
ſtianity upon that Pretext, is wholly ceaſed. 
Fon the reſt, it may perhaps admit a Controver- 
fy, whether the Baniſhing all Notions of Religion 
whatſoever, would be convenient for the Vulgar. 
Not that I am, in the leaſt of Opinion with thoſe, 
who hold Religion to have been the Invention of 
Politicians, to keep the lower Part of the World in 
Awe, by the Fear of inviſible Powers; unleſs Man- 
kind were then very different from what i it is now: 
For J look upon the Maſs, or Body of our People 
here in England, to be as Free-Thinkers, that is to 
ſay, as ſtanch Unbelie vers, as any of the higheſt 
Rank. But I conceive ſome ſcattered Notion 
about a ſuperior Power to be of ſingular Uſe for the 
common People, as furniſhing excellent Material 
to keep Children quiet, when they grow peeviſh; 
and providing Topicks of Amuſement in a rediou 
Winter Night. | 
LASI Lr, It is propoſed as a Goguler Advantage 
that the Aboliſhing of Chriſtianity, will very much 
contribute to the — of Proteſtants, by enlarg- 
o | << ing 
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Fart of Mankind ? Yet, if Chriſtianity did not 
| lend its Name, to ſtand in the Gap, and to employ 


Aboliſhing Chriftianity. : 193 
ing the Terms of Communion, ſo as to take in all 
Sorts of Diſſenters ; who are now ſhut out of the 
Pale upon Account of a few Ceremonies, which all 
Sides confeſs to be Things indifferent: That this 


alone will effectually anſwer the great Ends of 3 


Scheme for Comprehenſion, by opening a large no- 
ble Gate, at which all Bodies may enter; whereas 
the-chaffering with Diſſenters, and dodging about 
this or the other Ceremony, is but like opening a 

few Wickets, and leaving them at jar, by which no 
more than one can get in at a Time, and that not 
without ſtooping and fideling, and ſqueezing his 
Body. 1 | 

To all this I 3 That there is one darling 
Inclination of Mankind, which uſually affects to 
be a Retainer to Religion, although ſhe be neither 
its Parent, its Godmother, or its Friend; I mean the 
Spirit of Oppoſition, that lived long before Chri- 
ſtianity, and can eafily ſubſiſt without it. Let 
us, for Inſtance, examine wherein the Qppoſi- 
tion of Sectaries among us conſiſts ; we ſhall 
find Chriſtianity to have no Share in it at all, 
Does the Goſpel any where preſcribe a ſtarched 
ſqueezed Countenance, a {tiff formal Gait, a Sin- 
gularity of Manners. and Habit, or any affected 
Modes of Speech, different from the reaſonable 


or divert theſe Humours, they muſt of Neceſſity 
be ſpent in Contraventions to the Laws of the 
Land, and Diſturbance of the publick Peace, 
There is a Portion of Enthuſiaſm aſſigned to every 
Nation, which if it hath not proper Objects to work 
on, will burſt out, and ſet all in a Flame, If the 
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Quiet of a State can be bought by only Alnging 
ale 


An Argument againſt 


Men a few Ceremonies to de vour, it is a Putc 
no wiſe Man would refuſe. ' Let the Maſtiffs amuſe 
themſelves about a Sheep-skin ſtuffed with Hay, 


provided it will keep them from worrying the 
Flock, The Inſtitution of Convents abroad, ſeems 
in one Point a Strain of great Wiſdom; there be- 
ing few Irregulatities in human Paſſions, that may 


not have recourſe to vent themſelves in {ome of 
thoſe Orders; which are ſo many Retreats for the 
Speculative, the Melancholy, the Proud, the Si- 


Ient, the Politick and the Moroſe, to ſpend them- 
ſelves, and evaporate the noxious Particles; for 


each of whom, we in this Iſland are forced to pro- 


vide a ſeveral Sect of Religion, to keep them quiet. 
And whenever Chriſtianity ſhall be aboliſhed, the 
Legiſlature muſt find. ſome other Expedient to 


_ employ and entertain them. For what imports it, 


how large a Gate you open, if there will be always 


left a Number, who place a Pride and a Merit in 


refuſing to enter? 


o 
0 * 


© HayinG thus conſidered the moſt important Ob- 
jections againſt Chriſtianity, and the chief Advan- 
tages propoſed by the Aboliſhing thereof; I ſhall 
now with equal Deference and Submiſſion to wiſer 


| Judgments as before, proceed to mention a few In 
conveniences that may happen, if the Goſpel ſhould 


be repealed ; which perhaps the Projectors may not 


have ſufficiently conſidered. 
Anp firſt, J am very ſenſible how much the 


Gentlemen of Wit and Pleaſure, are apt to mur 


mur, and be choqued at the Sight of ſo many dag: 


| gled-tail Parſons, who happen to fall in their mY 


and offend their Eyes: But at the ſame Time theſe 
ad 4 * * « : , . 
: | wile 


prod 
niſh 


of tl 


the 
theſe 


wou 


Obli 


wiſe Reformers do not conſider what an Advan- 
tage and Felicity it is, for great Wits to be always 
provided with Objects of Scorn and Contempt, in 
order to exerciſe and improve their Talents, and 
divert their Spleen from falling on each other, or 
on themſelves; eſpecially when all this may be 


Perſons. | A | 

Axp to urge another Argument of a parallel 
Nature : If Chriſtianity were once aboliſhed, how 
could the Free-Thinkers, the ſtrong Reaſoners, 
and the Men of profound Learning be able to find 
another Subject ſo calculated in all Points whereon 
to diſplay their Abilities What wonderful Pro- 
ductions of Wit ſhould we be deprived of, from 
thoſe whoſe Genius, by continual Pra&ice hath 
been wholly turned upon Raillery and Inve&ives 
zgainſt Religion; and would therefore never be 
able to ſhine or diſtinguiſh themſelves upon any 
other Subject. We are daily complaining of the 
great Decline of Wit among us; and would we 
take away the greateſt, perhaps the only 'Topick 
we have left? Who would ever have ſuſpe&ed 
Aſzill tor a Wit, or Toland for a Philoſopher, if the 


at hand to provide them with Materials? What 
other Subje& through all Art or Nature could have 
produced Tindal for a profound Author, or fur- 
niſned him with Readers? It is the wiſe Choice 
of the Subje& that alone adorns and diſtinguiſhes 


7 O 


the Writer. For had an hundred ſuch Pens as 


* 


would have immediately ſunk into Silence and 
Obiriew 8 | 


No 
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done without the leaſt imaginable Danger to their 


inexhauſtible Stock of Chriſtianity had not been 


theſe been employed on the Side of Religion, they 
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106 A Argument againſt. 
Non do I think it wholly groundleſs, or my 
Fears altogether imaginary; that the Aboliſhing of 
Chriſtianity may perhaps bring the Church in Dan- 
ger; or at leaſt put the Senate to the Trouble 
of another Securing Vote. I deſire, I may not be 
miſtaken ; I am far from preſuming to affirm or 
think, that the Church is in Danger at preſent, or 
as Things now ſtand; but we know not how ſoou 
it may be ſo, when the Chriſtian Religion is re- 
pealed. As plaufible as this Project ſeems, there 
may a dangerous Defign lurk under it. Nothing 
can be more notorious, than that the Atheifts, De. 
'ifts, Socinians, Anti-Trinitarians, and other Sub- 
diviſions of Free-Thinkers, are Perſons of little Zeal 
for the preſent Ecclefiaſtical Eſtabliſhment : Their 
declared Opinion is for repealing the Sacramental 
Teſt; they are very indifferent with regard to Ce- 
remonies; nor do they hold the Tus Divinum of 
Epiſcopacy. Therefore this may be intended as 
one politick Step towards altering the Conſtitution 
of the Church Eſtabliſhed, and ſetting up Presby- 
tery in the ſtead ; which I leave to be further con- 
fidered by thoſe at the Helm. 155 

In the laſt Place, I think nothing can be more 
plain, than that by this Expedient, we ſhall run 

into the Evil we chiefly pretend to avoid; and that 
the Aboliſhment of the Chriſtian Religion, will be 
the readieſt Courſe we can take to introduce Po- 
pery. And Iam the more inclined to this Opr 
nion, becauſe we know it hath been the conſtant 
Practice of the Feſuits to ſend over Emiſlaries, 
with Inſtructions to perſonate themſelves Members 
of the ſeveral prevailing Se&s amongſt us. So it 


is recorded, that they have at ſundry Times ap. 
peared 
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peared it1 the Guiſe of Presbyterians, Anabaptifts, 
Independents, and Quakers, according as any of 
theſe were moſt in Credit: So, ſince the Fafhian 
hath been taken up of exploding Religion, the Po- 
ib Miſſionaries have not been wanting to mix with 
the Free-Thinkers; among whom, Toland, the 
creat Oracle of the Anti-Chriſtians, is an Irifo 
Prieſt, the Son of an Iriſþ Prieſt ; and the maſt 


learned and ingenious Author of a Book, called the - 


Rights of the Chriftian Church, was, in a proper 
juncture, reconciled to the Romiſh F aith ; whoſe 
tue Son, as appears by an Hundred Paſlages in his 
Treatiſe, he ſtill continues. Perhaps I could add 
ſome others to the Number; but the Fact is beyond 
Diſpute ; and the Reaſoning they proceed by, is 
nght : For, ſuppoſing Chriſtianity to be extinguiſh- 
ed, the People will never be at Eaſe, till they find 
out ſome other Method of Worſhip; which will as 
infallibly produce Superſtition, as this will end in 
Popery. ; | f R 5 f = 
| And therefore, if, notwithſtanding all I have 
lad, it ſhall {till be thought neceſſary to have a Bill 
brought in for repealing Chriſtianity ; I would hum- 


Ubriſtianity, may be put Religion in general; which 
| conceive, will much better anſwer all the good 
Ends propoſed by the Proje&ors of it. For, as long 
3s we leave in Being a God, and his Providence, 
with all the neceſſary Conſequences, which curious 
and inquiſitive Men will be apt to draw from ſuch 
Premiſes; we do not ſtrike at the Root of the Evil, 
although we ſhould ever ſo effectually annihilate 
the preſent Scheme of the Goſpel. For, of what 
Vie is Freedom of Thought, if it will not produce 


Free · 


bly offer an Amendment, that inſtead of the Word 
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4, Argument agaluft Bb 
Freedom of Action; which is the ſole End, how 


remote ſoe ver, in Appearance, of all ObjeRioj, 
againſt Chriſtianity? And therefore, the Fre. 
"Thinkers conſider it as a Sort of Edifice, wherein 
all the Parts have ſuch a mutual Dependance on each 


other, that if you happen to pull out one ſingle Nail 
the whole Fabrick muſt fall to the Ground, Thi 
was happily expreſſed by him, who had heard of 


Text brought for Proof of the Trinity, which in 
anuſcript was differently read; he theie. 
upon immediately took the Hint, and by a ſudden 
Dedu&ion of a long Sorites, moſt logically conclud- 


ed; Why, if it be as you ſay, I may ſafely whore 
and drink on, and defy the Parſon. Frqm which, 


and many the like Inſtances eaſy to be produced, [ 
think nothing can be more manifeſt, than that the 


Quarrel is not againſt any particular Points of hard 


Digeſtion in the Chriſtian Syſtem ; but againſt Re- 
ligion in general; which, by laying Reſtraints on 


human Nature, is ſuppoſed the great Enemy to the 


Freedom of Thought and Action. \ 
- Uyon the whole; if it ſhall ſtill be thought fo 
the Benefit of Church and State, that Chriſtianity be 
aboliſhed; I conceive, however, it may be more 
convenient to defer the Execution to a Time ot 
Peace; and not venture in this Conjuncture to dit 
oblige our Allies; who, as it falls out, are all Chri 
ſtians; and many of them, by the Prejudices of their 
Education, ſo bigotted, as to place a Sort of Pride 
in the Appellation. If, upon being reje&ed by 
them, we are to truſt to an Alliance with the Turk 
we ſhall find our ſelves much deceived: For, as he 
is too remote, and generally engaged in War with 
the Perſian Emperor; ſo his People would be — 
cau- 
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Aboliſbing Chriftianity. 10 9. 
ſcandalized at our Infidelity, than our Chriſtian 


Neighbours. Becaule, the Turks are not only ſirick 5 


Oblervers of religious Worſhip ; but, what is worſe, 
believe a Godz Which is more than is required of us, 
eren While we preſerve the Name of Chriſtians, 
To conclude : Whatever ſome may think of the 
great Advantages to Trade, by this favourite. 
Scheme ; I do very much apprehend, that in fix 

Months Time, after the A& is paſt for the Extirpa- 

ion of the Goſpel, the Bank and Ka/t-India Stock 

may fall, at leaſt, One per Cent. And, ſince that is. 
Fity Times more than ever the Wiſdom of our 

Age thought fit to venture for the Preſervation of 
Chriſtianity, there is no Reaſon we ſhould be at fo 

great a Loſs, meerly for the Sake of deſtroying it. 
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FOR THE | 
Advancement of RELIGION; 
ind ThE 
Reformation of MANN ERS 


Written in the Tear 1709. 


1 TG 
Counteſs of B ERK L ET. 


A Intention in prefixing your Lady. 
5 ſhip's Name, is not after the common 
Form, to defire your Protection ot 
the following Papers; which I take 
| co be a very unreaſonable Requeſt; 
ſince by being inſcribed to your Ladyſhip, although 
without your Knowledge, and from a concealed 
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Hand, you cannot recommend them without ſome 
Suſpicion of Partiality, My real Deſign is, I con- 
fels, the very ſame 1 have often deteſted in moſt 


Dedications; That of publiſhing your Praiſes to the 


World. Not upon the Subje& of your noble Birth, 
for I know others as noble; or of the Greatneſs of 


your Fortune, for I know others far greater; or of 


that beautiful Race (the Images of their Parents) 


which calls you Mother: For even this may, per- 


haps, have been equalled in ſome other Ape, of 
Country. Befides, none of theſe Advantages do 
derive any Accompliſhments to the Owners ; but 
ſerve, at beſt only to adorn what they really poſ- 


ſels. What I intend, is your Piety, Truth, good 
Senſe, and good Nature, Affability and Charity; 5 


wherein I wiſh your Ladyſhip had many Equals, or 


any Superiors; and I wiſh I could ſay, I knew them 


too; for then your Ladyſhip might have had a 


Chance to eſcape this Addreſs. In the mean Time, 


[ think it highly neceſſary for the Intereſt of Vir- 
tue and Religion, that the whole Kingdom ſhould 


be informed in ſome Parts of your Character: For 


Inſtance : That the eafieſt and politeſt Converſation, 
joined with the trueſt Piety, may Þe obſerved in 


your Ladyſhip, in as great Perfection, as they were 
ever ſeen apart in any other Perſons. That by your 
Prudence and Management under ſeveral Diſadvan- 
tages, you have preſerved the Luſtre of that moſt- 


noble Family, into which you are grafted, and 
which the unmeaſurable Profufion of Anceſtors, for 


many Generations, had too much eclipſed. Then, 


how happily you perform every Office of Life, to 
which Providence hath called you : In the Educa- 
tion of thoſe two incomparable Daughters, whoſe 
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Conduct is ſo univerſally admired; in every Dug Ml 5 


of a prudent, complying, affectionate Wife; in that ly « 
Care which defcends to the meaneſt of your Do- þ 
meſticks; and laſtly, in that endleſs Bounty to the fore 
Poor, and Diſcretion where to diſtribute it. I in- * 


ſiſt on my Opinion, that it is of Importance for the the 
Publick to know this, and a great deal more of your rupt 
Ladyſhip ; yet whoever goes about to inform them, offe 
ſhall, inſtead of finding Credit, perhaps be cenſu- 4 
red for a Flatterer. To avoid ſo uſual a Reproach, or 
I declare this to be no Dedication ; but meerly an els 
Introduction to a Propoſal for the Advancement of Con 
Religion and Morals; by tracing, however, imper- vou 
fectly, ſome few Lineaments in the Character of a F 
Lady, who hath ſpent all her Life in the Practice Ml Faq 
and Promotion of both. 1 


Mons all the Schemes offered to the Publick i& K 
in this projecting Age, I have obſerved, with dere 
_ lome Diſpleaſure, that there have never been any on 
for the Improvement of Religion and Morals: Wl pig. 
Which, befides the Piety of the Deſign from the Vulg 
Conſequences of ſuch a Reformation in a futute WW phan 
Life, would be the beſt natural Means for advancing Trad 
the publick Felicity of the State, as well as the pre- y h 
ſent Happineſs of every Individual. For, as much fave 
as Faith and Morality arexdeclined among us, I am de J 
altogether confident, they might, in a ſhort 'Time, 
and with no very great Trouble, be raiſed to as high Of 
a Perfection, as Numbers are capable of receiving. 
Indeed, the Method is ſo eaſy and obvious, and Hof th. 
ſome preſent Opportunities ſo good; that, in order 
to have this Project feduced to Practice, there ſeems baſt 
to want nothing more than to put thoſe in * N 
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Advancimint of Ren ion, &c. THF 
who by their Honour, Duty, and Intereſt ate chiefs | 


ly concerned. | 
Bur, becauſe it is idle to propoſe Reede bes 
fore we are aſſured of the Diſeaſe, or to be in Fear; 
until we are convinced of the Danger ;, ; I ſhall rſt 
ſhew.in general, that the Nation 1s extreamly cor- 
rupted in Religion and Morals; and then, I will 
offer a ſhort Scheme for the Reformation of both. 
As to the firſt; I know it is reckoned but a Forni 
of Speech, when Divines complain of the Wicked- 
neſs of the Age: However, I believe, upon a fair 
Compariſon with other Times and Countries, it 
would be found an undoubted Truth. 
Fox firſt, to deliver nothing but plain Matter of 
Fact, without Exaggeration or Satyr: I ſuppole it 
will be granted, that hardly One in a Hundred a= 
mong our People of Quality, or Gentry, appears to 
it by any Principle of ＋ (ry That great Num- 
bers of them do entirely diſcard it, and are ready to 
own their Disbelief of all Revelation in ordinary 
Diſcourſe. Nor is the Caſe much better among the 
Vulgar, eſpecially in great Towns; where the Pro- 
phaneneſs and Ignorance of Handicrafiſmen, {mall 
WW Traders, Servants; and the like, ate to a Degree ve- 
pre- WW ty hard to be imagined. greater. Then, it is ob- 
much I ferved abroad, that no Race of Mortals hath ſo lit- 
1 am e Senſe of Reli ion as the Engliſh Soldiers: To 
Lime, confirm which, ? have been alen told by great 
$ high WW Officers in the Army, that in the whole Compaſs of 
| their Acquaintance, they could not — three 
„ and Mot their Profeſſion, who ſeemed to regard, or be- 
order lere one Syllable of the Goſpel: And the ſame, at 
leems | laſt, may be affirmed of the Fleet. The Conſe- 
| Wquences of all which, upon the Actions of Men, 
N, 1 are 


mp ©: af Projetf for tos | 
ate equally manifeſt. They never go about, as in 


former Times, to hide or palliate their. Vices; but 


expoſe them freely to View, like any other common 

Occurrences of Life, without the leaſt Reproach 
from the World, or themſelves. For Inſtance, any 
Man will tell you, he intends to be drunk this 
Evening, or was ſo laſt Night, with as little Cere- 
mony or Scruple, as he would tell you the Time of 

the Day. He will let you know he is goitig to a 
Wench, or that he has got a Clap; 1 much 
Indifferency as he would a Piece of publick News. 
He will ſwear, curſe, or blaſpheme, without the 
leaſt Paſſion or Provocation. And, although all 
| Regard for Reputation be not quite laid aſide in the 
other Sex; it is, however, at ſo low an Ebb, that 
very few among them, ſeem to think Virtue and 
Conduct of any Neceſſity for preſerving it. If 
this be not ſo; how comes it to paſs, that Women 
of tainted Reputations find the ſame Countenance 
and Reception in all publick Places, with thoſe of 
the niceſt Virtue, who pay, and receive Vifits from 
them, without any Manner of Scruple? Which Pro- 
ceeding, as it is not very old among us, fo I take it 
to, be of moſt pernicious Conſequence. It looks 
like a Sort of compounding between Virtue and 
Vice; as if a Woman were allowed to be vicious, 
provided ſhe be not profligate: As if there were a 
certain Point where Gallantry ends, and Infamy be- 
gins; or that an Hundred criminal Amours were 
not as pardonable as Half a Score. 

- Bxs1Ds thoſe Corruptions already mentioned, it 
would be endleſs to ennumerate ſuch as ariſe from 
the Exceſs of Play, or Gaming: The Cheats, the 
Quarrcls, the Oaths and Blaſphemies, among ths 


Men 
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hold Affairs, the unlimited Freedoms, the unde 
cent Paſſion; and laſtly the known Inlet to all 
Lewdneſs, when after an ill Run, the Perſon muſt 


uod non habet in Crumena, luat in Corport. . , + 

Bur all theſe are Trifles in Compariſon, if we 
ſtep into other Scenes, and conſider the Fraud and 
Coꝛenage of trading Men and Shop-Keepers; that 
inſatiable Gulph of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion: The 
Law. The open Traffick of all Civil and Mili- 
tary Employments (I wiſh it reſted there) with- 
out the leaſt Regard to Merit or Qualifications : 
The corrupt Management of Men in Office: 'The 
many deteſtable Abuſes in chuſing thoſe; who re- 
preſent the People ; with the Managemient of In- 
tereſt and Factions among the Repreſentatives 4 
To which I muſt be bold to add the Ignorance a- 
mong ſome of the lower Clergy ; the mean ſervile 
Temper of others ; the pert. pragmatical Demean- 


their firſt producing themſelves into the World. 
With many other Circumſtances needleſs; or ra- 
ther invidious to. mention ; which falling in with 
the Corruptions already related, have, however un- 
juſtly, almoſt rendered the whole Order contemp- 
tiblte. | | | 


. 


Turs is a ſhort View of the general Depravities 
among us, without entering into Particulars, which 
would be an endleſs Labour. Now, as univerſal 
and deep-rooted as theſe Corruptions appear to be; 
Jam utterly deceived, if an effe&uil Remedy might 
hot be applied to moſt of them; neither am I at 

I + preſent 


Men : Among the Women, the Negle& of Houſe⸗ | 
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inſwer the Defe&s of the Purſe: The Rule on ſuch 
Occafions holding true in Play, as it doth in Daw j 


our of ſeveral young Stagers in Divinity, upon 
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116 A Projet# for the 
- preſent upon a wild ſpeculative Project, but ſuch 4 
one, as may be eaſily put in Execution. 
Fon, while the Prerogative of giving all Em- 
ployments continues in the Crown, either imme- 


diately or by Subordination; it is in the Power of 


the Prince to make Piety and Virtue become the 
Faſhion of the Age; if at the ſame Time he would 
make them neceſſary Qualifications for Favout and 
Preferment. 5 


I is clear from preſent Experience, that the bare 


Example of the beſt Prince, will not have any 
mighty Influence where the Age is very corrupt. 
For, when was there ever a better Prince on the 
Throne than the preſent Queen ? I do not talk 
of her Talent for Government, her Love of the 
People, or any other Qualities that are purely regal; 
but her Piety, Charity, Temperance, conjugal 
Love, aud whatever other Virtues do beſt adorn 
a private Life ; wherein without Queſtion or Flat- 
tery, ſhe hath no Superior : Yet neither will it be 
Satyt or peeviſh Invective to affirm, that Infidelity 
and Vice are not much diminiſhed fince her comin 
to the Crown ; nor will, in Probability, till more 5 
ſectual Remedies be provided. 
Tuns human Nature ſeems to lie under this 
| Diſadvantage, that the Example alone of a vicious 
Prince, will in 'Time corrupt an Ape ; but the Ex- 
ample of a good one will not be ſufcient to reform 
it without further Endeavours. Princes muſt there- 
fore ſupply this Defe& by a vigorous Exerciſe of 
that Authority, which the Law — left them, by 
making it every Man's Intereſt and Honour to cul- 
tivate Religion and Virtue; by rendering Vice a 
- Dilſgrace, and the certain Ruin to — of 
re- 
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Pretenſions: All which they ſhould firſt attempt 
in their own Courts and Families. For Inſtance, 


ight not the Queen's Domeſticks of the middle 
7 lower Sort, be obliged upon Penalty of Suſpen- 
fion, or Loſs of their Imployments, to a conſtant 
weekly Attendance on the Service of the Church; 
to a decent Behaviour in it ; to receive the Sacra- 


ment four times a Year ; to avoid Swearing and ir- 


religious profane Diſcourſes; and to the Appear- 
ance at leaſt, of 'Temperance and Chaſtity ? Might 


not the Care of all this be committed to the ſtric 
Inſpe&ion of proper Officers? Might not thoſe of 


higher Rank, and nearer Acceſs to Her Majeſty, 
receive her own Commands to the ſame Purpoſe, 
and be countenanced or disfavoured according as 
they obey ? Might not the Queen lay her Injunc- 
tions on the Biſhops and other great Men of un- 
doubted Piety, to make diligent 1 and give 
Her Notice, whether any Perſon about Her ſhould 
happen to be of Libertine Principles or Morals ? 


Might not all thoſe who enter upon any Office in 


Her Majeſty's Family, be obliged to take an Oath 
parallel with that againſt .Symony, which is admini- 
ſtred to the Clergy ? It is not to be doubted, but 
that if theſe or the like Proceedings were duly ob- 
lerved, Morality and Religion would ſoon become 
faſhionable Court-Virtues ; and be taken up as the 
only Methods to get or keep Employments there ; 
which alone would have a mighty Influence upon 
many of the Nobility, and principal Gentry. | 
Bur, if the like Methods were purſued as far ay 


poſſible, with Regard to thoſe who are in the great 


Employments of the State; it is hard to conceive 
how general a Reformation they might in Time pro- 
; 5 | \ ö : duce 
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118 A Prajeli for the 
duce among us. For if Piety and Virtue were once 


ualifications neceſſary to Preferment ; 
every Man thus endowed, when put into great Sta- 

tions, would readily imitate the — Ruatgle 
in the Diſtribution of all Offices in his Diſpoſal; 
eſpecially, if any apparent Tranſgreſſion through 
Favour or Partiality, would be imputed to him for 
a Miſdemeanour, by which he muſt certainly for- 
feit his Favour and Station : And there being ſuch 
great Numbers in Employment, ſcattered through 
every Town and County in this Kingdom ; if all 
heſe were exemplary in the Conduct of their Lives, 
Things would ſoon take a new Face, and Reli- 
ion receive a mighty Encouragement; Nor would 


teckoned 


the publick Weal be leſs advanced; ſince of nine 


Offices in ten that are ill executed, the Defect is 
not in Capacity or Underſtanding, but in common 
Haneſty. I know no Employment, for which 
Piety diſqualifies any Man; and if it did, I doubt, 


the Objection would not be very ſeaſonably offered 


at preſent : Becauſe, it is perhaps too juſt a Re- 
fle&ion; that in the Diſpoſal of Places, the Que- 


ſtion whether a Perſon be jt for what he is recom- 


mended to, is generally the laſt that is thought on, 
or regardec. „ 
I nav often imagined, that ſomething parallel 
to the Office of Cenſors antiently in Rome, would 
be of mighty Uſe among us; and could be eaſily 
limited ED running irito any Exorbitances. The 


Romans underſtood Liberty at leaſt ag well as we; 


were as jealous of it, and upon every Occaſion as 
bold Aſſertors: Jet I do not remember to have 
ſead any great Complaicle of the Abuſes in that 


Advancement of Religion, &c. 119 
Office among them; but many admirable Effects 


of it are left upon Record. There are ſeveral per- 
4 nicious Vices frequent and notorious among us, 
. that eſcape or elude the Puniſhment of any Law 
; we have yet invented, or have had no Law at all 
h | againſt them; ſuch as Atheiſm, Drunkenneſs, 
x. Fraud, Avarice, and ſeveral others; which by 
Fl this Inſtitution wiſely regulated, might be much 
h reformed. Suppoſe for , 17 wk that itinerary 
h Commiſſioners were appointed to inſpect every 
all where throughout the Kingdom, into the Condu&- 
es, (at leaſt) of Men in Office, with reſpect to their 
I. Morals and Religion, as well as their Abilities; 
1d to receive the Complaints and Informations that 


ne mould be offered againſt them; and make their 
1 Report here upon Oath, to the Court or the Mi- 
5 niſtry; who ſhould reward or puniſh accordingly. 
ih | avoid entering into the Particulars of this or any 
FR other Scheme, which coming from a private Hand, 
red might be liable to many Defects, but would ſoon 
Re- be digeſted by the Wiſdom of the Nation : And 
Jue- ſurely, fix thouſand Pounds a Year would not be 
om- ill laid out among as many Commiſſioners dul 
on, qualified; who in three Drvifions ſhould be per- 
bonally obliged to take their yearly Circuits for that 
Furpoſe, 12 55 
Bur this is beſide my preſent Deſign, which 
was only to ſhew what Degree of Reformation is in 
the Power of the Queen, without Interpoſition of 
the Legiſlature; and which Her Majeſty is with - 
our Queſtion obliged in Conſcience to endea vour 
by Her Authority, as much as as She doth by her 
Practice, 2 F. 
Ur 


© 
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I will be eaſily granted, that the Example 
his great Town _ mighty Influence over. Fa 
auth Kingdom; and it 1s as manifeſt, that the 
Town is equally influenced by the Court and the 
Miniſtry, and thoſe, who by their Employments 
or their Hopes, depend upon them. Now, if under 
fo excellent a Princeſs, as the preſent Queen, we 
would ſuppoſe a Family ſtrictly regulated as I have 
ab6ve propoſed ;/ a Miniſtry, where eyery ſingle 
Perſon- was of r Piety; if we ſhould 
ſuppoſe all great Offices of State and Law filled 
after the ſame Manner, and with ſuch as were 
equally diligent in chufing Perſons, who in their 
ſeveral Subordinations would be obliged to follow 
the Examples of their Superiors, under the Penalty 
of Loſs of Favour and Place ; will not eyery Body 
grant, that the Empire of Vice and Irreligion would 
be ſoon deſtroyed in this great Metropolis, and 
receive a terrible Blow through the whole Ifland, 
which hath ſo 
ſo much affe&s to follow its Faſhions ? * 
Fon, if Religion were once underſtood to be 
the neceſſary Step to Favour and Preferment ; can 
it be imagined, that any Man would openly offetd 
kgainſt it, who had the leaſt Regard for his Re- 
putation or his Fortune? There is no Quality {0 
| Contrary to any Nature, which Men cannot affect, 
and put on upon Occaſion, in order to ſerve an In- 
tereſt, or gratify à proving Paſſion * The proud. 
eſt Man will perſonate | Humility, the moroſeſt 
learn to flatter, - the lazieſt will be ſedulous and 
active, where he is in purſuit of what he hath 
much at Heart : How ready therefore would moſt 
Men be to ſtep into the Paths of Vieos an 
oo ien 


ED 


great an Intercourſe with it, and 
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Piety, if they infallibly led to Favour and For- i 4 | | 
rune 3 5 5 1 } 43 
| Is Swearing and Prophaneneſs, ſcandalous and es 
yowed Lewdneſs, exceſſive Gaming and Intem- i Bu | 
| perance Were a little diſcountenanced in the Army, n 
I cannot readily ſee what ill Conſequences could | I! $i 
be apprehended : If Gentlemen of that Profeſſion Bk, 
were at leaſt obliged to ſome external Decorum in | i ot 
heir Conduct; or even if a profligate Life and & WW 
Character were not a Means of Adyancement, l 
and the Appearance of Piety a moſt infallible Hin- 1 
berance; it is impoſſible the Corruptions there Fw 
ſhould be ſo univerſal and exorbitant. I haye been 
aſſured by ſeveral great Officers, that na Troops UI 
abroad are ſo ill diſciplined as the Exgliſp; which Ih 


cannot well be otherwiſe, while the common Sol- 
ters have perpetually before their Eyes the vicious 
Example of their Leaders : And it is hardly poſ- 
ible for thoſe to commit any Crime, whereof theſe 
are not infinitely more guilty, and with leſs Temp- 
tation. : 
o be Ixr is commonly charged upon the Gentlemen of 
can Wl the Army, that the beaſtly Vice of Drinking to 
fend WM Exceſs, hath been lately from their Example re- 
WH fored among us; which for ſome Years before 
was almoſt dropt in England. But whoever the 
Introducers were, they have ſucceeded to a Mira- 
cle; many of the young Nobility and Gentry are 
already become great Proticients, and are under no 
manner of Concern to hide their Talent; but are 
got beyond all Senſe of Shame, or Fear of Re- 
proach, L 3 
THis might ſoon be remedied, if the Queen 
would think fit to declare, that no young —_ 


4 


= 


of Quality whatſoever, who was natoriouſly ad- 

dicted to that or any other Vice ſhould be capable 
of Her Favour, or even admitted into her Pre. 
ſence; with poſſitive Command to Her Miniſters 


and others in great Office, to treat them in the 
fame Manner ; after which, all Men, who had 
any Regard for their Reputation, or any Proſped 
of Preferment, would avoid their Commerce. This 
would quickly make that Vice ſo ſcandalous, that 
| thoſe, who could not ſubdue, would at leaſt en- 
deavour to diſguiſe it. ; 115 
By the like Methods, a Stop might be put to 
that ruinous Practice of deep Gaming: And the 
Reaſon why it prevails ſo much, is becauſe a Treat 
ment directly oppoſite in every Point is made uſe of 
to promote it; by which Means the Laws enaQed 
againſt this Abuſe are wholly eluded. 
II cannot be denied, that the want of ſtrict Di- 
ſcipline ; in the Univerfities, hath been of pernici- 
ous Conſequence to the Youth of this Nation, who 
are there almoſt left entirely to their own Manage- 
ment; eſpecially thoſe among them of better Qua- 
lity and Fortune; who, becauſe they are not unde 
a Neceſſity of making Learning their Maintenance, 
are eafily allowed to paſs their Time, and take 
their Degrees with little or no Improvement: 
Than which there cannot well be a greater Abſur- 
dity. For if no Advancement of Knowledge can 
be had from thoſe Places, the Time there ſpent is 
at beſt utterly loſt, becauſe every ornamental Pan 
of Education is better taught elſewhere: And as 


for keeping Youths out of Harm's Way, I doubt. 


where ſo many of them are got together, at full 
Liberty of doing what they pleaſe, it will not an- 


ſwer 
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nd as 
doubt, 
at full 
ot an- 

{wet 


, 


b Advancement of Religion, &c. 123 
{ver the End. But, whatever Abuſes, Corrup- 

tions, or Deviations from Statutes have crept in- 
to the Univerſities, through Negle&, or Length 
of Time ; they might in a great Degree be re- 
formed by ſtrict Injun&ions from Court, (upon 
each Particular, to the Viſitors and Heads of 
Honſes; ) beſides the peculiar Authority the Queen 
may have in ſeveral Colleges, whereof her Prede- 
ceſſors were the Founders, And among other Re- 
culations, it would be yery convenient to prevent 
the Exceſs of Drinking, with that ſcurvy Cuſtom 
among the Lads, and Parent of the former Vice, 
the taking of 'Tobacco, where it is nat abſolutely 
neceſſary in point of Health. 1 


From the Univerſities, the yon Nobility, and 
0 


others of great Fortunes are ſent for early up to 
Town, for fear of contra&ing any Airs of Pedantry 
by a College - Education. Many of the younger 
Gentry retire to the Inns of Court, where they 
are wholly left to their own Diſcretion, And the 
Conſequence of this Remiſneſs in Education ap- 
pears by obſerving that nine in ten of thoſe, who 
riſe in the Church or the Court, the Law or the 
Army, are younger Brothers, or new Men, whoſe 
arrow Fortunes have forced them upon Induſtry 
and Application. 1 

As for the Inns of Court; unleſs we ſuppoſe 
them to be much degenerated, they muſt needs bg 
the worſt inſtituted Seminaries in any Chriſtian 
Country ; but whether they may be corre&ed with- 
out Interpoſition of the Legiſlature, I have not 
Skill enough to determine. However it is certain, 
that all wife Nations have agreed in the Neceſſity 


of a ſtrict Education; which confiſted among other 


things, 


„ Noe fe u. 

Things, in the Obſervance of moral Duties, eſpe- 

cially Juſtice, 'Temperance, and Chaſtity, as well 

as the Knowledge of Arts, and bodily Exerciſes; 

But all theſe, among vs, are laughed out of Doors, 
Wirnovr the leaſt Intention to offend the Cler. 

y; I cannot but think, that through a miſtaken 


otion and Practice, they prevent themſelves from 
doing much Service, which otherwiſe might lie in 
their Power, to Religion and Virtue : I mean, by 
affecting ſo much to converſe with each other, and 
. caring {o little to mingle with the Laity. They 
'| have their particular Clubs, and particular Coffee. 
Houſes, where they generally appear in Cluſters: 
A fingle Divine dares hardly ſhew his Perſon among 
Numbers of fine Gentlemen ; or if he happen to 
fall into ſuch Company, he is filent and ſuſpicious; 
in continual Apprehenſion, that ſome pert Man of 
Pleaſure ſhould break an unmannerly Jeſt, and ren- 
der him ridiculous. Now, I take this Behaviour of 
the Clergy, to be juſt as reaſonable, as if the Phyſi- 
cians ſhould agree to ſpend their Time in viſiting 
one another, or their ſeveral Apothecaries, and leave 
their Patients to ſhift for themſelves. In my humble 
Opinion, the Clergy's Bufineſs lies entirely among 
the Laity ; neither is there, perhaps, a more effec- 
tual Way to forward the Salvation of Mens Souls, 
than for ſpiritual Perſons to make themſelves 16 

reeable as they can, in the Converſations of the 
W orld; for which a learned Education gives them 
great Advantage, if they would pleaſe to improve 
and apply it. It ſo happens, that the Men of Plea- 
ſure, Who never go to Church, nor amuſe them- 
ſelves to read Books of Devotion, form their Ideas 


of the Clergy, from a few poor Strolers they = 
| O . 
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Advancement of Religion, c-. "tay 
obſerve in the Streets, or ſneaking out of ſome Per- 
{on of Quality's Houſe, where they are hired by the 
Lady at Ten Shillings a Month; while thoſe of 
better Figure and Parts do ſeldom appear to correct 
theſe Notions. And let ſome Reaſoners think what 
they pleaſe ; it is certain, that Men muſt be brought 
to eſteem and love the Clergy, before they can be 
perſuaded to be in love with Religion. No Man 
values the beſt Medicine, if adminiſtered by a Phy- 
ſcian, whoſe Perſon. he hates or deſpiſes. If the 
Clergy were as forward to appear in all Companies 
s other Gentlemen, and would a little ſtudy the 
Arts of Converſation, to make themſelves agreeable, 
they might be welcome at every Party, where there 
was the leaſt Regard for Politeneſs, or good Senſe; 
and conſequently prevent a Thouſand vicious of 
prophane Diſcourſes, as well as Actions: Neither 
would Men of Underſtanding complain, that a 
Clergyman was a Conſtraint upon the Company; 
becauſe they could not ſpeak Blaſphemy, or obſcene 
ſeſts before him. While the People are ſo jealous 
of the Clergy's Ambition, as to abhor all Thoughts 
of the Return of Eccleſiaſtick Diſcipline among 
them ; I do not ſee any other Method left for Men 
of that Function to take, in order to reform the 
World, than by uſing all honeſt Arts to make them- 
elves acceptable to the Laity. This, no doubt, is 
Part of that Wiſdom of the Serpent, which the 


thod uled by St. Paul, who became all Things to 
all Men, to the Jews a Jew, and a Greek to the 

Greeks, „ 
How to remedy theſe Inconveniences, may be a 
Matter of ſome Difficulty ; fince the Clergy ſeem 
to 


Author of Chriſtianity directs; and is the very Me- 
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| t be of an Opinion, that this Humour of (eqiic: il f 
firing themſelves is a Patt of their Duty; nay, as 1 MW t© be 
remember, they have been told ſo by ſome of their Ml Ren 


Biſhops in their Paſtotal Letters, particularly by * MW Gent 


one among them; who yet, in his own Practice, Wl Fort: 
hath all his Life-time taken a Courſe directly con- her 
trary. But I am deceived, if an awkard Shame, ber Pi 
and fear of ill Uſage from the Laity, have not 1 there 
ater Share in this miſtaken Conduct, than their WM blower 
own Inclinations : However, if the outward Pro. ferme 
feſſion of Religion and Virtue, were once in Prac. WW Fortu 
tice and Countenance at Court, as well as among al! T: 
Men in Office, or who have any Hopes or Depen- Ml crful 
dance for Preferment ; a good Treatment of the uch! 
Clergy would be the neceſſary Conſequerice of ſuch I Face, 
22 and they would ſoon be wiſe enough WM "iterly 

to ſee their own Duty and Intereſt, in qualifying leaf 
_ themſelves for Lay-Converſation, when once they best In 
were out of Fear of being choqued by Ribaldry, of WM 4" 
Prophaneneſs. SH. from t 
Turkx is one further Circumſtance upon this I ſtead 
Occaſion, which I know not whether it will be {W/ult rw 
very orthodox to mention: The Cletgy are the on- "thou 


ly Set of Men among us, who conſtantly wear a N 'rced 
diſtin Habit from others: The Conſequence of Nuſwer 
which (not in Reaſon, but in Fa&) is this, that as lupport 
long as any ſcandalous Perſons appear in that Dreſs; Nhe Ga 
it will continue, in ſome Degree, a general Mark of lilcharg 
Contempt. Whoever happens to fee a Scoundri o& Fo 

Miniſtr 


in a Gown, reeling home at Midnight, (a Sight nei. 

ther frequent nor miraculens) is apt to entertain an #nce ; 
iu beace; 
Principl 

a 3 & 5 . Op ' 1 2 3 : _ 8 lid 

= | | 8 88 derable 


* Suppoſed to be Dr. nnn. of Salisbury. 
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Advancement of Renxion, & 137 
l Idea of the whole Order; and; at the ſame Time, 
to be extreumly comforted in his own Vices. Some 
Remedy might be put to this, if thofe ſtraggling 
Gentlemen, who come up to Town to ſeek their 
Fortunes, were fairly diſmiſſed to the Weft- Indies z 
where there is Work enough, and where {ome bet; 
ter Proviſion ſhould be — for them, than I doubt 
there is at preſent. Or, what if no Perſon were al- 


bowed to wear the Habit, who had hot ſome Pre- 


ferment in the Church; or, at leaſt, ſome temporal 
Fortune ſufficient to keep him out of Contempt? 

Turn is one Abuſe in this Town, which won- 
ertully contributes to the Promotion df Vice; when 
ſuch Men are often put into the Commiſſion of the 
Peace, whoſe Intereſt it is, that Virtue ſhould be 
uterly baniſhed from among us; who maintain, or 
i leaſt enrich themſelves by encouraging the groſ- 
ſeſt Immoralities; to whom all the Bawas of the 
Hard pay Contribution for Shelter and Protection 
tom the Laws. Thus theſe worthy Magiſtrates, 
nſtead of leſſening Enormities, are the Occaſion of 
Jult twice as much Debauchery as there would be 
without them. For thoſe infamous Women are 
forced upon doubling their Work and Induſtry, to 
anſwer double Charges, of paying the Juſtice, and 
lupporting themſelves : Like Thieves who eſcape 
the Gallows, and are let out to ſteal, in order to 
liſcharge the Goaler's Fees. 5 . 

Ir is not to be queſtioned, but the Queen and 
Miniſtry might eaſily redreſs this abominable Grie- 
nance; by enlarging the Number of Juſtices of the 
beace; by endeavouring to chuſe Men of virtuous 
'rinciples; by admitting none, who have not con- 
ſderable Fortunes; . [ug by receiving into the 

| Num- 
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120 
Number ſome of the moſt eminent Clergy't Then, 
by- forcing all of them, upon ſevere Penalties, to 
| a when there is Occaſion; and tiot permitting 
any, who ate offered, to refuſe the Commiſſion. 
But in theſe two laſt Caſes, which are very ma- 
terial, I doubt there would be need of the Legi“ 


Tun Reformation of the Stage is entirely in the 
Power of the Queen; and in the Conſequences it 
hath upon the Minds of younger People, doth very 
well deſerve the ſtricteſt Care, Beſide the unde- 
cent and prophane Paſlages; beſide the perpetual 
turning into Ridicule the very Function of the 
Prieſthood ; with other Irregularities in moſt mo- 
dern Cometlies, which have been often obje&ed to 
them; it is worth obſerving the diſtributive Juſtice 

of the Authors, which is conſtantly applied to the 
Puniſhment of Virtue, and the Reward of Vice; 
directly oppoſite to the Rules of their beſt Criticks, 
as well as to the Practice of Dramatick Poets in all 
| other Ages and Countries. For Example; a Coun- 
try 'Squire, who is repreſented with no other Vice 
but that of being a Clown, and having the provin- 
cial Accent upon his Tongue, which is neither 
Fault, nor in his Power to remedy, muſt be con- 
demned to marry a caſt Wench, or a cracked Cham 
ber Maid. On the other Side, a Rakehell of the 
Town, whole Character is ſet off with no othet 
Accompliſhments but exceſſive Prodigality, Pro. 
phaneneſs, Intemperance, and Luſt; is rewarded 


with the Lady of great Fortune, to repair his own, 
which his Vices had almoſt ruined. And as in 4 
Tragedy, the Hero is repreſented to have obtained 
many Victories, in order to raiſe his Character . 
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; Advancement of” Religion, &c. 129 
lhe Minds of the Spectators; ſo the Hero of a Co. 
medy is repreſented to have been victorious in al 
his Intrigues for the ſame Reaſon. 1 do not re- 
member that our Engliſh Poets ever ſuffered a eri · 
minal Amour to ſucceed 4. the Stage, until the 
Reign of King Charles the Second. Ever fince that 
Time, the Alderman is made a Cuckold, the delu- 


l; 


he 4d Virgin is debauched; and Adultery and Fornica- 
ii WM tion are up ſed to be commitred behind the Scenes, 
ery Part of the Action. "Theſe and many more Cot- 
de- ruptions of the Theatre, peculiar to our Age and 
ual WM Nation, need continue no longer than while the 
the Court is content to connive at, or negle& them. 
no- Wl Surely a Penfion would not be ill employed on ſome 
| ro Ml Men of Wit, Learning, and Virtue, who might 
tics have Power to ftrike out every offenſive, or unbe- 


comi g Pallage from Plays already written, as well 
thoſe that may be offered to the Stage for the fu- 
ks; ure. By which, and other wiſe Regulations, the 
n all Theatre might become a very innocent and uſeful 
oun- IM Diverfion, inſtead of being a Scandal and Reproach 
Vice af our Religion and Country. 5 
in- THz Propoſals I have hitherto made, for the Ad- 
zer a uncement of Religion and Morality, are ſuch, as 
con- ¶ ome within the Reach of the Adminiſtration; ſuch 
ham s a pious active Prince, with a ſteddy Reſolution, 
f the night ſoon bring to Effect. Neither am I aware 
other Nef any Objections to be raiſed againſt what I have 
Pro- N advanced; unleſs it ſhould be thought, that the 
arded making Religion a neceſſary Step to Intereſt and Fa- 
own, our, might encreaſe Hypocriſy among us: And I 
s in 4 M'cadily believe it would. But if One in Twenty 
tained Iſnould be brought over to true Piety by this, or th 
yer in ike Methods, and the other Nineteen be only Hy- 
the Vol. I. i poerites, 


mY 


110 OA Prqell for ibo 
pocrltes, the Advantage would till be great, Be. 
des, Hypocriſy is much more eligible than open 
Infidelity and Vice: It wears the Livery of Reli 
gion, it = ee. g her Authority, and is cauti- 7 
ous of giving Scandal. Nay, a long continued Dif- * 
guiſe is too great a Conſtraint upon human Nature, Aﬀﬀa 
eſpecially an Engliſh Diſpoſition. Men would leave 
off their Vices out of meer Wearineſs, rather than 
undergo the Toil and Hazard, and perhaps Expence 
of practiſing them perpetually in private. And, ! 
believe, it is often with Religion as it is with Love; 
which, by much Diſſembling, at laſt grows real. 
Arr other Projects to this great End, have pro. 


WPcal 
ther ti 


ved hitherto ineffectual. Laws againſt Immorality 1 
have not been executed; and Proclamations occafi-M 
onally iſſued out to enforce them, are wholly unre- ("al 
garded as Things of Form. Religious Societies, al . lo 
though begun with excellent Intention, and by Per- * 
ſons of true Piety, are ſaid, I know not whether 1 11 
truly or no, to have dwindled into factious Clubs, * a 
and grown a Trade to enrich little knaviſh Inform. " = 
ers of the meaneſt Rank, ſuch as common Conſta- E the 
bles, and broken Shop-keepers, ju = 
And that ſome effe&ual Attempt ſhould be made Apa 


towards ſuch a Reformation, is perhaps more neceſ 
ſary, than People commonly apprehend ; becauſ 
the Ruin of a State is generally preceded by an uni 
verſal Degeneracy of Manners, and Contempt o 
Religion; which is entirely our Caſe at preſent, 
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Nzithen is this a Matter to be defetred till 15 * 


more convenient Time of Peace and Leiſure 
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A Reformation in Mens B 
5 beſt natural, as well as rel argv Morals, is the 
” War t | gious Means 
uti- to a good Concluſion, Becauſe, if M 


. Truſt performed their Duty for Conf: 
— Affairs would not ſuffer — en Conſcience Sake, 


eave ind N eglect, a8 they now p 
chan I bey believed a God and his Providence, an 


Non could the Majeſt 
ove; * Helty of the Engliſh Ct 
wpcar any O ; wt" 
al. he 3 upon any Occaſion, in a greater has ei- 


{0 Foreigners, or Subjects, than b ini 
tal _ which producing ſuch good Eft:ets, — 


5 And P b 
7 Appetite of Princes; a — 
s, d. o well gratify it in any Point, as a ſtrict E . 
cution of the Laws, ö Tas 
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8 many Corruptions, at 
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anch of Buſineſs, are almoſt inconceivable. 7 
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der is applied to the proper Uſe. This is an acci- 7 
dental ill Effect of our Freedom: And while ſuch 
Men are in Truſt, who have no Check from with- 
in, nor any Views but towards their Intereſt; there 
is no other Fence againſt them, but the Certainty 
of being hanged upon the firſt Diſcovery, by the 
arbitrary Will of an unlimited Monarch, or his Vi. 
#ier., Among Us, the only Danger to be appre- 
hended, is the Loſs of an Employment; and that 
Danger is to be eluded a Thouſand Ways. Beſides, 
when Fraud is great, it furniſheth Weapons to defend 
it ſelf: And, at worſt, if the Crimes be ſo flagrant, 
that a Man is laid aſide out of perfect Shame, (which 
rarely happens) he retires loaded with the Spoils of 
the Nation; Et fruitur Diis iratis. I could name 
a Commiſſion, where ſeveral Perſons out of a Salla 
ry of Five Hundred Pounds, without other viſible 
Revenues, have always lived at the Rate of Ty 
Thouſand, and laid out Forty or Fifty Thouſand 
upon Purchaſes of Land, or Annuities An Hu 
dred other Inſtances of the ſame Kind might eafi 
be produced. What Remedy, therefore, can 
found againſt ſuch Grievances in a Conſtitution lik 
ours, but to bring Religion into Countenance, an 
encourage thoſe who, from the Hope of future Ro 
ward, and Dread of future Puniſhment, will be me 

ved to act with Juſtice and Integrity! RE 
This is not to be accompliſhed any other Wa 
than by introducing Religion, as much as poſlbl 
to be the Turn and Faſhion of the Age ; whicho 
ly lies in the Power of the Adminiſtration; . 
Prince with utmoſt Stri&tneſs regulating the Col 
the Miniſtry, and other Perſons in great Empl 
| Men 
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ment ; and theſe, by their Example and Authority, 


reforming all who have Dependance on them. 


Ir is certain, that a Reformation, ſucceſsfully 


carried on in this great Town, would, in Time, 
ſpread it ſelf over the whole Kingdom; fince moſt 


of the confiderable Youth paſs here that Seaſon of 


their Lives, wherein the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions are 
made, in order to improve their Education, or ad- 
vance their Fortune: And thoſe among them who 
eturn into their feyeral Countries, are ſure to be fol- 
lowed and imitated, as the greateſt Patterns of Wit 


and good Breeding, 


Arp if Things were once in this Train; that is, 


if Virtue and Religion were eſtabliſhed as the ne- 


ceſſary Titles to Reputation and Preferment ; and if 


Vice and Infidelity were not only loaden with Infa- 


my, but made the infallible Ruin of all Mens Pre- 


tenſions; our Duty, by becoming our Intereſt, would 
take Root in our Natures, "a mix with the very 
Genius of our People; ſo that it would not be eaſy 
for the Example of one wicked Prince, to bring us 
back to our former Corruptions, 5 

I Hays confined my ſelf (as it is before obſerved) 
to thoſe Methods for the Advancement of Piety, 
which are in the Power of a Prince limited like ours, 
by a ſtrict Execution of the Laws already in Force, 
And this is enough for a Proje& that comes without 
any Name, or Recommendation : I doubt, a great 
deal more than will ſuddenly be reduced into Prac- 
tice, Although, if any Diſpoſition ſhould appear 
towards ſo good g Work, it is certain, that the In, 
ſtance of 12 legiſlative Power would be neceſſary 
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o make it more compleat. I will inſtance only in 


IN 


r 
r 


— 
* 


_ a © man I" 
— RY 


—_ PW 


ore: — 
* * 
* 2 To w 


— 
a 
6 


_ 


134 A Project for tb. 

Ix order to reform the Vices of this Town, 
' which, as we have ſaid, hath fo mighty an Influ- 
ence on the whole Kingdom; it would be very in- 
ſtrumental, to have a Law made, that all Taverns, 
or Ale-houſes ſhould be obliged to diſmiſs their 
Company by Twelve at Night, and ſhut up their 
Doors; and that no Woman ſhould be ſuffered to 
enter any Tavern, or Ale-houſe upon any Pretence 
whatſoever. It is eaſy to conceive, what a Number 
ok ill Conſequences ſuch a Law would prevent; the 
Miſchiefs of Quarrels and Lewdneſs, and Theft, 
and Midnight Brawls, the Diſeaſes of Intemperance 
and Venery ; and a Thouſand other Eyils needleſs 
to mention. Nor would it be amiſs, if the Maſters 
of thoſe publick Houſes were obliged, upon the ſe- 
vereſt Penalties, to give only a proportioned Quan- 
tity of Drink to every Company; and when he 
found his Gueſts diſordered with Exceſs, to refuſe 
them any more. 


I 681.16 vs there is hardly a Nation in Chriften- 
dom, where all Kind of Fraud is practiſed in ſo un- 


' meaſurable a Degree as with us. The Lawyer, the 
Tradeſman, the Mechanick, have found ſo many 
Arts to deceive in their ſeveral Callings, that they 
far outgrow the common Prudence of Mankind, 
which is in no Sort able to fence againſt them. 


Neither could the Legiſlature, in any Thing, more 


conſult the publick Good, than by providing ſome 
effe&ual Remedy againſt this Evil; which, in ſe- 


veral Caſes, deſerves greater Puniſhment than many 


Crimes that are capital among us. The Vintner, 
who, by mixing Poiſon with his Wines, deſtroys 
more Lives, than any malignant Diſeaſe : 'The Law- 
| yer, who perſuades you to a Purchaſe, which he 

„ knows 


mort 
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knows is mortgaged for more than the Worth, to 
the Ruin of you and your Family: The Banquier 
or Scrivener, who takes all your Fortune to diſpoſe 
of, when he hath beforehand reſolved to break the 
following Day; do ſurely deſerve the Gallows 
much better than the Wretch, who is carried thi- 
ther for ſtealing a Horſe. 
Ir cannot eafily be anſwered to God or Man, 
why a Law is not made for limiting the Preſs ; 
at leaſt ſo far as to prevent the publiſhing of ſuch 
pernicious Books, as under Pretence of Free-Think- 
ing, endeayour to overthrow thoſe Tenets in Reli- 
gion, which have been held inviolable almoſt in 
all Ages by every Sect that pretends to be Chri- 
ſtian; and cannot therefore with any Colour of 
Reaſon be called Points in Controverſy, or Matters 
if Speculation, as ſome would — The Doc- 
tine of the Trinity, the Divinity of Chrift, the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, and even the Truth of all 
Revelation are daily exploded, and denied in Books 
openly printed; although it is to be ſuppoſed, that 
neither Party avow ſuch Principles, or own the 
lupporting of them to be any way neceſſary to their 
Service, 5 
Ir would be endleſs to ſet down every Corrup- 
tion or Defeck, which requires a money from the 
legiſlatiye Power, Senates are like to have little 
Regard for any Propoſals that come from without 
Doors: Although under a due Senſe of my own 
Inabilities, I am fully convinced that the unbiaſſed 
Thoughts of an honeſt and wiſe Man, employed 
on the Good of his Country, may be better dige- 
ſted, than the Reſults of a Multirude, where Fac- 


ion and Intgreſt too often prevail: As a fingle 
N Fo Guide 
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| Guide may direct the Way, better than five Hun- 
dred who have contrary Views, or look aſquint, or 
ſout their Eyes. 

I SHALL mention but one more Particular 
which I think a Parliament ought to take un- 
der Confideration : Whether it be not a Shame 
to our Country, and a Scandal to Chriſtianity, 
that in many Towns, where there is a prodigi- 
ous Increaſe in the Number of Houſes and Inhabi- 
tants, ſo little Care ſhould be taken for the Build- 
Ing of Churches, that five Parts in ſix. of the People 
are abſolutely hindered from hearing Divine Service? 
Particularly here in * London, where a fingle Mi 
niſter with dne or two ſorry Curates, hath the 
Care ſometimes of above twenty thouſand Souls i in. 
, cumbent on him. A Negle& of Religion ſo | igno- 
* minious in my Opinion, . it can hardly be equal 
led! in any civilized Age or Country. 

Bur, to leave ch. e airy Imaginations of intro- 
ducing new Laws for the Amendment of Man- 
kind i What I principally inſiſt on is the due Execu- 
tion of the old, which lies wholly in the Crown, 
and in the Authority derived from thence : I retum 
therefore to my former Aſſertion; that, if Su. 
tions of Power, Truſt, Profit, and Honour were 
conſtantly made the Rewards of Virtue and Piety; 
ſuch an Adminiſtration muſt needs have a might 
Influence on the Faith and Morals of the whole 
Kingdom : And Men of _ Abilities would then 


——— 
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* This Ss is known to have given the fof Hint to cer- 
tain Biſbops, particularly to that moſt excellent Prelate Biſbop At 

terbury, ip the Earl of Oxford's Miniſtry, to procure a Fund 
= building #fy new Churches in London. 
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endeavour to excel in the Duties of a religious 
Life, in order to qualify themſelves for publick 
Service. I may poſſibly be wrong in ſome of the 
Means I preſcribe towards this End ; but that is 
no material Obje&ion againſt the Defign it ſelf. 
Let thoſe, who are at the Helm contrive it bet- 
ter, which perhaps they may ealſiy do. Every 
Body will agree, that the Diſeaſe is manifeſt, as 
well as dangerous ; that ſome Remedy is neceſlary, 
and that none yet applied hath been effectual; 
which is a ſufficient Excuſe for any Man who 
wiſhes well to his Country, to offer his 'Thonghes, 
when he can have no other End in View but the 
publick Good. The preſent Queen is a Prince of 
as many and great Virtues as ever filled a Throne: 
How would it brighten Her Character to the pre- 
ſent and after Ages, if ſhe would exert Her utmoſt | 
Authority to inſtil ſome Shure of thoſe Virtues into 
Her People, which they are too degenerate to learn 
only from Her Example. And, be it ſpoke with 
all the Veneration poſſible for ſo excellent a So- 
vereign ; Her beſt Endeavours in this weighty Af. 
fair, are a moſt important Part of Her Duty, as well 
as of Her Intereſt, and Her Honour, 
Bur, it muſt be confeſſed, That as Things are 
row, every Man thinks he hath laid in a fufficient 
Stock of Merit, and may pretend to any Employ- 
ment, provided he hath been loud and frequent in 
declaring himſelf hearty for the Government. It 
is true he is a Man of Pleaſure, and a Free- 
Thinker ; that is, in other Words, he is profligate 
in his Morals, and a deſpiſer of Religion ; but in 
Point of Party, he is one to be confided in; he is 
an Aſſerter of Liberty and Property; he rattles it 


out 


138 A Proje for tb 


out againft Popery, and Arbitrary Power, and 


Prieſ Craft, and High-Church. It is enough: He 


is a Perſon fully qualified for any Employment in 


the Court, or the Navy, the Law, or the Reve- 
nue; where he will be ſure to leave no Arts un- 
tied of Bribery, Fraud, Inju ſtice, Oppreſſion, that 
he can practice with any Hope of Impunity. No 
Wonder ſuch Men are true to a Government, 
where Liberty runs high, where Property, howe- 
ver attained, is ſo well ſecured, and where the 
Adminiſtration is at leaſt ſo gentle: It is impoſſible 
they could chuſe any other Conſtitution, without 
changing to their Loſs. ne ape 
FipeLity, to a preſent Eſtaþliſhment, is indeed 
one principal Means to defend it from a foreign E- 
nemy; but without other Qualifications will not 
prevent Corruptions from within : And States are 
more often ruined by theſe than the other. 
To conclude: Whether the Propoſals I have 
offered towards a Reformation, be ſuch as are 


moſt prudent and convenient, may probably be a | 


Queſtion ; but it is none at all, whether ſome Re- 


formation be abſolutely neceſſary; becauſe the Na- 


ture of Things is ſuch, that if Abuſes be not reme- 
died, they will certainly encreaſe, nor ever ſtop 
till they end in the Subverſion of a Common 
Wealth. As there muſt always of Neceſſity be 
| {ome Corruptions ; ſo in a well-inſtituted State, 
the executive Power will be always contending 
inſt them, by reducing Things (as Machiavel 


buſes grow inveterate, or multiply fo far that it will 
be hard to find Remedies, and perhaps impoſſible 


to apply them. As he that would keep his Houle 
A 


Ipeaks) to their firft Principles; never letting A- 
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in Repair, muſt attend every little Breach-or Fl, 


ind fupply it immediately, elſe Time alone wil 


bring all to Ruin; how much more the common 
| Accidents of Storms and Rain? He muſt live in 


perpetual Danger of his Houſe falling about his 


Ears; and will find it cheaper to throw it quite 


down, and build it again from the Ground, per- 


haps upo: a new Foundation, or at leaſt in a new 


Form, which may neither be ſo ſafe nor ſa conve- 
ment as the old. * 
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TRITICAL ESSAY 
1 WK VPON THE... 

FACULTIES of the MIND. 


—. 8 


= BEING ſo great a Lover of Antiqui- 
ties, it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe yu 
= Wh 011d be very much obliged with any 
p WE 8 Thing that was new. I have been if 
late offended with many Writers g 
Eſſays and moral Diſcourſes, for running into ſtalt 

opicks and thread-bare rv and not hand- 
ling their Subject fully and cloſely : All which Et. 
rors I have carefully avoided in the following Eſſa) 
which I have propoſed as a Pattern for young Wr- 
ters to imitate. The Thoughts and Obſervationi 
being entirely new, the ©uctations untouched by 
others, the Subje of mighty Importance, and treat- 
ed with much Order and Perſpicuity : It hath of 
me a great deal of Time; and I defire you will a- 
cept and conſider it gs the utmoſt Effort of my Gt 
_ | , 
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1 775 HitrosophERs fay, that Man is 3 
( Microcoſm or little World, reſemb- 
pig in Miniature every Part of the 
+”. wo great: And, in my Opinion, the 
TK. of, Body Natural may be compared to 
18 the Body Politick : And if this be 
ſo, how can the Epicureans Opinion be true, that 
the Univerſe was formed by a fortuitous Concourſe 
of Atoms; which I will no more believe, than 
that the accidental Jumbling of the Letters in the 
Alphabet, could fall by Chance into a moſt in- 
genious and learned Treatiſe of Philoſophy, Riſum 
tencatis Amici, Hor. This falſe Opinion muſt 
needs create many more; it is like an Error in the 


ſirſt Concoction, which cannot be corrected in the 


ſecond; the Foundation is weak, and whatever 


| Superſtru&ure you raiſe upon it, muſt of Neceſſity 


fall to the Ground. Thus Men are led from one 
Error to another, till with [xion they embrace a 
Cloud inſtead of ano; or, like the Dog in the 
able, loſe the Subſtance in gaping at the Shadow. 
For ſuch Opinions cannot cohere ; but like the 
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minal, the Accuſer and Executioner. 
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Iron and Clay in the Toes of Nebuchadhtestar' 
Image, Muit ſeparate and break in Pieces. I have 
read in a certain Author, that Mexiander wept be- 
cauſe he had no more Worlds to conquer; Which 
he need not have done, if the fortuitous Concourf: 
of Atoms could create one: But this is an Opinion 
fitter for that many-headed Beaſt, the Vulgar, to en- 
tertain, than for ſo wiſe a Man as Epicurus; the 
corrupt Part of his Se& only borrowed his Name, as 
the Monkey did the Cat's Claw, to draw the Cheſ- 
nut out of the Fire. . 4 

How v RR, the firſt Step to the Cure is to know 
the Diſeaſe; and although Truth may be difficult 
to find, becauſe, as the Philoſopher obſerves, ſhe 
lives in the Bottom of a Well; yet we need not, 

like blind Men, grope in open Day-light. I hope, 
I may be . among ſo many far more learned 
Men, to offer my Mite, ſince a Stander-by may 
ſometimes, perhaps, ſee more of the Game than he 
that plays it. But I do not think a Philoſopher 
obliged to account for every Phænomenon in Na- 
ture; or drown himſelf with Ariſtotle, for not be- 
ing able to ſolve the Ebbing and Flowing of the 
Tide, in that fatal Sentence he paſſed upon himſelf, 
Dia te non capio, tu capies me. 

Wurd he was at once the Judge and the Cri- 
| Socrates, on 
the other Hand, who ſaid he knew nothing; was 
pronounced by the Oracle to be the wiſeſt Man in 
the World. 

Bur to return from this Digreſſion; I think it as 
clear as any Nemonſtration in Euelid, that Nature 
does nothing in vain; if we were able to dive into 
her ſecret Receſſes, we ſhould find that the ſmalleſt 
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Blade of Graſs, or moſt contemptible Weed, has 
its particular Uſe; but ſhe is chiefly. admirable in 

her minuteſt Compoſitions, the leaſt and moſt cons 
temptible Inſe& moſt diſcovers the Art of Nature; 
if I may ſo call it; although Nature, which delights 
in Variety, will always triumph over Art : And as 
the Poet obſerves, Wis 5 | 


Naturam expellas furca licet, uſque recurret. Hor. 


Bur the various Opinions of Philoſophers, have 
ſcattered through the World as many Plagues of the 
Mind, as Pandora's Box did thoſe of the Body; on- 
ly with this Difference, that they have not left 
Hope at the Bottom, And if 'Truth be not fled 
with Aftrea, ſhe is certainly as hidden as the Source 
of Nile, and can be found only in Uzopia. Not 
that I would refle& on thoſe wiſe Sages, which 
would be a Sort of Ingratitude ; and he that calls a 
Man ungrateful, ſums up all the Evil that a Man 
can be guilty of. | 


Ingratum fs dixeris, omnia dicis. 


Bur what I blame the Philofophers for, (al- 
though ſome may think it a Paradox) is chiefly their 
Pride; nothing leſs than an ipſe dixit, and you muſt 
pin your Faith on their Sleeve. And, although Dio- 
genes lived in a Tub, there might be, for ought T 
know, as much Pride under — as in the ſine 
{pun Garment of the Divine Plato. It is reported 
of this Diogenes, that when Alexander came to ſee 
him, and promiſed to give him whatever he would 
ask; the Cynick only anſwered, Take not from me, 

what 
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. what thou'canſt not give me; but ſtund fram between 


_ 


me and the Light; which was almoſt as extrava- 
gant as the Philoſopher that flung his Money into 
the Sea, with this remarkable Saying, ——— 


Ho different was this Man from the Uſuter, 
who being told his Son would ſpend all he had got, 
replied, He cannot take more Pleaſure in ſpending, 
tban ] did in getting it. Theſe Men could fee the 

| Faults of each other, but not their own; thoſe they 
flung into the Bag behind; Non videmus id manti- 

c quod in tergo eft. I may, perhaps, be cenſured 
for my free Opinions, by thoſe carping. Momus's, 
whom Authors worſhip as the Indians do the Devil, 
for fear, They will endeavour to give my Reputa- 
tion as many Wounds as the Man in'the Almanack; 
but J value it not; and perhaps, like Flies, they may 
buz ſo often about the Candle, till they burn their 
Wings. They muſt pardon me, if I venture to 
give them this Advice, not to rail at what they can- 
not underſtand; it does but diſcover that ſelt-tor- 


menting Paſſion of Envy; than which, the greateſt 


Tyrant never intended a mote cruel Torment. 


Invidia Siculi non invenere Tyranni 
Tormentum majus.— 


Mm, 
Paton, 
lterefo1 
be is alc 


Juven. 


I uus be ſo bold, to tell my Criticks and Wi- 
lings, that they ate no more Judges of this, than 3 
Man that is born blind can have any true Idea of 
Colours. I have always obſerved; that your empty 
Veſlels ſound loudeſt : I value their Laſhes as little, 


as the Sea did when Xerxes whipped it. The of | 
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devour him the laſt : They think to ſubdue a Wris 


| confeſs, I value the Opinion of the judicious Few, 
aR , a D,, or a W——-— ; but 
for the reſt, to-give my Judgment at once; I think 
the long Diſpute among the Philoſophers about a 


tis to be found in a Critick's Head. 'They are, at 
teſt, but the Drones of the learned World, who 


ada Writer need no more regard them, than the 
Moon does the Barking of a little ſenſleſs Cur. For, 
n ſpight of their terrible Roaring, you may with 
Kin. 

being asked, what was the firſt Part of an Orator, 


replied, Action: What was the Second, Action: 
What was the Third, Action: And ſo on ad infini- 


pation, in other Things, exceeds Action. And, 
lterefore, a wiſe Man is never leſs alone, than when 
le is alone: ny 


Nunquam minus ſolus, quam cum ſolus. 


Axp Archimedes, the famous Mathematician; 
s ſo intent upon his Problems, that he never 
inded the Soldier who came to kill him. There- 


ngs to Orators; they ought to confider that Na- 
re, which gave us two Eyes to ſee, and two Ears 


Vor. I, L — 


0 5 7 T, 


# Wl noſt Favour a Man can expect from them, is that 
which Polypbemus promiſed Ulyſſes, that he would 


ter, as Ceſar did his Enemy, with a Veni, vidi, viri. 
Vacuum, may be determined in the Affirmative, that 
lerour the Honey, and will not work themſelves ; 


halt an Eye diſcover the A under the Lyon's 


Bur to return to our Diſcourſe : Demoſthenes 
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un. This may be true in Oratory ; but Contem- 


re, not to detract from the juſt Praiſe which be- 
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146 A Tritical Eſſay upon the 


| to hear, hath given us but one Tongue to ſpeak; 
wherein, however, ſome do ſo abound ; that the 
Virtue, who have been ſo long in Search for the 
perpetual Motion, may infallibly find it there. 
Some Men admire Republicks; becauſe, Orator, 
flouriſh there moſt, and are the great Enemies of 


Tyranny : But my Opinion is, that one Tyrant is Ar 
better than an Hundred. Beſides, theſe Orators in- it. 3 
flame the People, whoſe Anger is really but a ſhon Wl conſic 
Fit of Madneſs. woulc 
1: | Grape 
Ira furor brevis et.. Horat. ent C 
a CY ſtant, 
Arx which, Laws are like Cobwebs, which WE Virtu: 
may catch ſmall Flies, but let Waſps and Hornets Ml tive L 
break through, But in Oratory, the greateſt Art vB But n 
to hte Art. Men 
ES 3 ye if he 
Artis eſt celare Artem. it wer 
„ | For M 
Bor this muſt be the Work of Time; we muſt not th 
Hy hold on all Opportunities, and ler ſlip no Occa- ]] 
fion, elſe we ſhall be forced to weave Penelogrsll Do 
Web; unravel in the Night what we ſpun in the, 
Day. And, therefore, I have obſerved that Time Th 
is painted with a Lock before, and bald behind: ventur 
f ignifying thereby, that we muſt take Time (as wei tical A 
fay) by the Forelock; for when it is once paſi ect, n 
there is no recalling it. 5 WH Reade 
Tun Mind of Man is, at firſt, (if you will pu temptit 
don the Expreſſion) like a Tabula raſa; or like Wa ble Pe 


which while it is ſoft, is capable of any Imprefſion 
until Time hath hardened it. And at length Death 
that grim Tyrant, ſtops us in the Midſt of our G 
| 3 : reel 


Flirulties of the Mind. 14 
fer. The greateſt Conquerors have at laſt been 
conquered by Death, which ſpares norie from the 
Sceptre to the Spade. Re 


Mors omnibus communis. 


Arr Rivers go to the Sea, but none retutn from 
it. Xerxes wept when he beheld his Army; to 
conſider that in leſs than an Hundred Years they 
would be all dead. Anacreon was choqued with a 
Grape-ſtone ; and violent Joy kills as well as vio- 
lent Grief. There is nothing in this World con- 
ſtant, but Inconſtancy; yet Plato thought, that if 
Virtue would appear to the World in her own na- 
tive Dreſs, all Men would be enamoured with her; 
But now, fince Intereſt governs the World, and 
Men negle& the Golden Mean, Fupiter himſelf, 
if he came on the Earth, would be deſpiſed, unleſs 
It were as he did to Danaæ, in a golden Shower. 
For Men, now-a-days, worſhip the riſing Sun, and 
not the ſetting. 


Doner eris fælix, multos numerabis amitos. 


Tuuvs have I, in Obedience to your Commands; 
ventured to expoſe my ſelf to Cenſure in this Cri- 
ical Age; Whether I have done Right to my Sub- 
ect, muſt be left to the Judgment of the learned 
Reader: However, I cannot but hope, that my at- 
tempting of it may be an Encouragement for ſome 
able Pen to perform it with more Succeſs, 


E 2 


Wherein the Month, and Day of the Month, 
are ſet down, the Perſons named, and the 
great Actions and Events of next V ear par | 
ticularly related as they will come to paſs. 


Written to prevent the People of England from being 
farther impoſed on by vulgar Almanack-Makers. 


22 


By IsaAc BicxRRSTAEF, Eſq; 


* FCC . . 2 Rm ret NENT = CS 


I is ſaid, that the Author, wheh he had writ the | 
following Paper, and being at a Loſs what Nane 


to prefix to it; paſſing through Long Acre, obſer- 
ved a Sign over a Houſe where a Lockſmith dwelt, 


and found the Name Bickerſtaff written under it: | 


Which being a Name ſomewhat uncommon, he 
choſe to call himſelf T{aac Bickerſtaff. This Name 


was ſometime afterward made Uſe of by Sir Ri-] 


Chard Steele, and Mr. Addiſon, in the TATL FIS; 
in which Papers, as well as many of the Sexc- 


TATORS, it is well known, that the Author had 


” 
— 


Oe 


— 


a conſiderable Part. 


N GAs bating the Matter with my felf, I could 
IN< 1 not poſſibly lay the Fault upon the 
Art, but upon thoſe groſs Impoſtors, 


who Gor up to be the Artifts, I know, ſeveral _ 
e 


WIA vinG long conſidered the groſs Abuſe 
WEE ENS of Aſtrology in this Kingdom; upon de. 


greate 


11 
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ed Men have contended, that the whole is a Cheat; 

that it is abſurd and ridiculous to imagine, the Stars 

can have any Influence at all upon human Actions, 
Thoughts, or Inclinations: And whoever hath not 

bent his Studies that Way, may be excuſed for think - 
ing ſo, when he ſees in how wretched a Manner 
1 noble Art is treated, by a few mean illiterate 
Traders between us and the Stars; who import a 
yearly Stock of Nonſenſe, Lies, Folly, and Imperti- 
nence, Which they offer to the World as genuine 
from the Planets; although they deſcend from no 
greater a Height than their own Brains. 

LIN TEN D, in a ſhort Time, to publiſh a large 
and rational Defence of this Art; and, therefore, 
ſhall ſay no more in its Juſtification at preſent, than 
that it hath been in all Ages defended by many 
learned Men; and among the reſt, by Socrates him- 
elf; who wy look upon as undoubtedly the wiſeſt 
of uninſpired More: : To which if we add, that 
thole who have condemned this Art, — 
otherwiſe learned, having been ſuch as either did 
wt apply their Studies this Way; or at leaſt did not 
ſueceed in their Applications; their Teſtimony will 
not be of much Weight to its Diſadvantage, ſince 
they are liable to the common Obje&ion of con- 
demning what they did not underſtand. 

Nor am I at all offended, or think it an Injury 
— Io the Arr, when I fee the common Dealers in it, 
le Hadents in Aſtrology, the Philomaths, and the 
Ibole MW reſt of that Tribe, treated by wiſe Men with the 
pn de- ¶ umoſt Scorn and Contempt : Bur I rather wonder, 
could I ven I obſerve Gentlemen in the Country, rich 

the enough to ſerve the Nation in Parliament, porin 

8 n Partrige's Almanack, to find out the Events of 
m— the Year at Home and Abroad; not daring to pa 

polo 
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poſe a Hunting-Match, until Gadbury, or he, hath 
fixed the Weather. 


I wilL allow either of 3 Two I have menti- 


oned, or any other of the Fraternity, to be not only 
Aftrologers, but Conjurers too; if I do not produce 
an Hundred Inſtances in all their Almanacks, to 
convince any reaſonable Man, that they do not ſo 
much as underſtand Grammar and Syntax; that 
they are not able to ſpell any Word out of the uſu- 


al Road; nor even in their Prefaces to write com- 
mon Senſe, or intelligible Engliſh. Then, for their 
Obſervations and Predictions, they are ſuch as will 


equally ſuit any Age, or Country in the W orld. 


This Month a certain great Perſon will be threatned | 


with Death, or Sickneſs. This the News-Paper 


will tell them; for there we find at the End of the 
Year, that no Month paſſes without the Death of 
ſome Perſon of Note; 1 it would be hard, if it 
ſhould be otherwiſe, when there ane” ah leaſt two | 
Thouſand Perſons of Note in this Kingdom, many | 
of them old; and the Almanack-maker has the Li- 
berty of chuſing the ficklieſt Seaſon of the Year, | 
Again, This | 
Month an eminent Clergyman will be E of 

alf of them 


where he may fix his Prediction. 


which there may be ſome Hundreds, 


with one Foot in the Grave. Then, Such a Pla- 


net in ſuch a Houſe ſhews great Machinations, Plots 
and Conſpiracies, that may in Time be brought to 
Light : After which, if we hear of any Diſcovery, 
the Aſtrologer gets the Honour; if not, his Predic- | 
tion ſtill ſtands good. And at laſt, God preſers| 


King William from all his open and ſecret nemies, 
Amen. 


go: 


When if the King ſhould happen to have 
died, the lager plainly foretold it; otherwiſe, 
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it paſſeth but for the pious Ejaculation of a loyal Sub 
je& : Although it unluckily happened in ſome of 
their Almanacks, that poor King William was pray- 
ed for many Months after he was dead; becauſe, it 


unluckily fell out that he died about the Beginning 


of the Year. ; 


To mention no more of their impertinent Pre- 


ditions: What have we to do with their Adver- 
alements about Pills, and Drink for the Venereat 
Diſeaſe, or their mutual Quarrels in Verſe and 
Proſe of Whig and Tory? wherewith the Stars have 
lttle to do. 

Having long obſerved and lamented theſe, and 
a hundred other Abuſes of this Art, too tedious to 
repeat; I refolved to proceed in a new Way; 
which I doubt not will be to the general Satisfac- 


ion of the Kingdom. I can this Year produce 


but a Specimen of what I deſign for the future; 
having employed moſt Part of my Time in ad- 
ſting and corre&ing the Calculations I made for 
lome Years paſt; becauſe I would offer nothing to 
the World of which I am not as fully fatisfied, 
3 that I am now alive. For theſe two laſt Years I 
have not failed in above one or two Particulars, and 
thoſe of no very great Moment. I exactly foretold 
the Miſcarriage at Toulon, with all its Particulars ; 
and the Loſs of Admiral Shove}; although I wag 
miſtaken as to the Day, placing that Accident about 
thirty ſix Hours ſooner than it happened; but upon 
reviewing my Schemes, I quickly found the Cauſe 


of that Error. I likewiſe forerold the Battle at A. 
nanza to the very Day and Hour, with the Loſs 
on both Sides, and the Conſequences thereof. All 


which I ſhewed to ſome Friends many Months 
before 
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Conjectures will as much appear from theſe as the o- 


dom 1 


8 before they happened; that 1 1s, 1 ©. them Papers 
| up, to open at ſuch a Time, after which I thin 
they were at liberty to read them ; and there they make 
found my Predi&ions true in every Article, except I defir 
one or two, very minute. Paper: 
As for the few following Predi&ions I now of- MW tion. 
fer the World, I forbore to publiſh them, till I had IM 
| peruſed the ſeveral Almanacks for the Year we are WW the C 
| now entered upon : I found them all in the uſual well 
| Strain, and I beg the Reader will compare their WW the St 
Manner with mine : And here I make bold to tell or W 
the World, that I lay the whole Credit of my An proce 
| upon the Truth of theſe Predi&ions ; and I will be WM ſo cor 
| content that Partrige, and the reſt of his Clan, Wl ily 
may hoot me for a Cheat and Impoſtor, if I fail in WM 1 + 
| any fingle Particular of Moment. I believe any WM tion, 
; Man, who reads this Paper, will look upon me to For | 
be at leaſt a Perſon of as much Honeſty and Un- WM an 01 
L derſtanding, as a common Maker of Almanacks. MW Luſt, 
| I do not lurk in the Dark; I am not wholly un- Reaſc 
known in the World : 1 have ſet my Name at the C 
length, to be a Mark of Infamy to Mankind, if WW Wor! 
te ſhall find I deceive them. it car 
; I one Point I muſt defire to be forgiven; Fl MW their 
i 1 talk more ſparingly of Home- Affairs. As it would W wher 
0 be Imprudence to diſcover Secrets of State, ſo it fluen 
might be dangerous to my Perſon : But in ſmaller Even 
| Matters, and ſuch as are not of publick Conſe. Reaf 
| quence, I ſhall be very free: And the Truth of my W non] 


ther, As for the moſt ſignal Events abroad in Bi 
France, Flanders, Italy and Spain, I ſhall make no MW dictic 
Scruple to predicct them in plain Terms: Some MW Tim 
of them are of Importance, and I hope, I n. take 
om 


an over-ruling Planet, be diſpoſed or inclined to 
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dom miſtake the Day they will happen : 'Therefore, 
| think good to inform the Reader, that I all along 
make uſe of theO17 Stile obſerved in England; which 
| defire he will compare with that of the News- 
Papers, at the Time they relate the Actions I men- 
tion. | . 

Ius add one Word more: I know it hath been 
the Opinion of ſeveral learned Perſons, who think 
well enough of the true Art of Aſtrology, That 
the Stars do only incline, and not force the Actions 
or Wills of Men: And therefore, however I may 
proceed by right Rules, yet I cannot in Prudence 
ſo confidently aſſure that the Events will follow ex- 
atly as I predict them. t 9 
I Hops, I have maturely conſidered this Qbjec - 
tion, which in ſome Caſes is of no little Weight. 
For Example: A Man may, by the Influence of 


Luſt, Rage, or Avarice ; and yet by the Force of 
Reaſon overcome that evil Influence, And this was 
the Caſe of Socrates : But the great Events of the 
World uſually depending upon Numbers of Men, 
it cannot be expected they ſhould all unite to croſs 
their Inclinations, from purſuing a general Deſign, 
wherein they unanimouſly agree. Befides, the In- 
fluence of the Stars reacheth to many Actions and 
Events, Which are not any way in the Power of 
Reafon ; as Sickneſs, Death, and what we com- 
monly call Accidents; with many more needleſs 
to repeat. | 

Bor now it is Time to proceed to my Pre. 
ditions; which I have begun to calculate from the 
Time that the Sun enters into Aries. And this I 
take to be properly the Beginning of the natural 

| | has — 
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Year. I purſue them to the Time that he enters | 


Libra, or ſomewhat more, which is the buſy Pe- 80 
riod of the Year. The Remainder I have not yet ma 
adjuſted upon Account of ſeveral Impediments har 
needleſs here to mention. Beſides, I muſt remind 

"the Reader again, that this is but a Specimen of oh 
what I defign in ſucceeding Years to treat more | by 
at large, if I may have Liberty and Encourage. fan 
ment. 


Mr firſt Prediction is but a Trifle ; yet I will | 


mention it, to ſhew how ignorant thoſe ſottiſh | 2 
Pretenders to Aſtrology are in their own Concerns: on! 

It relates to Partrige the Almanack - Maker; I |} ous 

| have conſulted the Star of his Nativity by my own MW me 
Rules; and find he will infallibly die upon the 29th WM ( 
of March next, about eleven at Night, of a raging bis 
Fever: Therefore I adviſe him to conſider of it, able 

and ſettle his Affairs in Time. = c 


Tur Month of APRIL will be obſervable tor „hi. 
the Death of many great Perſons. On the 4th will | 


die the Cardinal de Noailles, Archbiſhop of Paris: wo 
On the 11th the young Prince of Afturias, Son to | þ x 


the Duke of Anjou: On the 14th a great Peer of br! 


this Realm will die at his Country-Houſe : On the WF << 
9th an old Layman of great Fame for Learning: ri 
And on the 23d an eminent Goldſmith in Lom- Tunes 
ard Street. I could mention others, both at home 1 0 
and abroad, if I did not conſider ſuch Events of ve- MW 1, 8 
ry little Uſe or Inſtruction to the Reader, or to the MW ; = th 
World. | 116 


As to publick Affairs: On the 7th of this WW 14, a 
Month, there will be an Inſurrection in Dauphine, 8 
occaſioned by the Oppreſſions of the People; which 7 


Os 


will not be quieted ſome Months. 


Predictions for the Year 1728. * 


Ox the 15th will be a violent Storm on the 
South-Eaſt Coaſt of France; which will deſtroy 
many of their Ships, and ſome in the very Har- 
bour. | 
Tas 19th will be famous for the Revolt of a 
whole Province or Kingdom, excepting one City; 
by which the Affairs of a certain Prince in the Al- 
lance will rake a better Face. 5 

1 AY, Againſt common Conje&ures, will be 
no very buſy Month in Europe; but very ſignal for 
the Neath of the Dauphine, which will happen 
on the 7th, after a ſhort Fit of Sickneſs, and griev- 
ous Torments with the Strangury. He dies leſs la- 
mented by the Court than the Kingdom. 

ON the gth a Mareſchal of France will break 
his Leg by a Fall from his Horſe. I have not been 
able to diſcover whether he will then die or not. 
Ox the 11th will begin a moſt important Siege, 
which the Eyes of all Europe will be upon : I can- 
not be more particular; for in relating Affairs that 
lo nearly concern the Confedarates, and conſequent- 
ly this Kingdom; I am forced to confine my ſelf, 
for ſeveral Reaſons very obvious to the Reader. 

On the 15th News will arrive of a very ſur- 
prizing Event, than which nothing could be more 
unexpe&ed. | 
On the 19th, three Noble Ladies of this King- 
dom, will, againſt all Expectation, prove with Child, 
to the great Joy of their Husbands. 

On the 23d, a famous Buffoon of the Play- 
Houſe will die a ridiculous Death, ſuitable to his 
Vocation, . 7 

JUNE. This Month will be diſtinguiſhed at 
nome, by the utter diſperſing of thoſe ridiculous 

Z 8 . deluded 
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156 Predictions for the Year 1708. 
deluded Enthuſiaſts, commonly called the Prophets, 


; occafioned chiefly by ſeeing the Time come, when 


many of their Prophecies were to be fulfilled; and 
then finding themſelves deceived by contrary E. 
vents. It is indeed to be admired how any Decei- 
Ver can be ſo weak to forete] Things near at hand; 


when a very few Months muſt of Neceſſity diſco- 


ver the Impoſture to all the World : In this Point 
leſs prudent than common Almanack-Makers, who 
are ſo wiſe to wander in Generals, talk dubiouſ. 
ly, and leave to the Reader the Buſineſs of inter- 
preting. 
' Ox the 1ſt of this Month a French General will 
be killed by a random Shot of a Cannon-Ball. 
On the 6th a Fire will break out in the Suburbs of 
Paris, which will deſtroy above a thouſand Houſes; 
and ſeems to be the Foreboding of what will hap- 
pen, to the Surprize of all Europe, about the End 


of the following Month. 


O the 10th a great Battle will be fought, which 


will begin at four of the Clock in the Afternoon, 


and laſt till nine at Night with great Obſtinacy, 
but no very decifive Event. I ſhall not name the 
Place, for the Reaſons aforeſaid ; but the Com- 
manders on each left Wing will be killed. 1 
ſee Bonfires and hear the Noiſe of Guns for a 
Victory. | 

On - 14th there will be a falſe Report of the 
French King's s Death. 

On the 20th Cardinal Portocarero will die of a 
Diſſentery, with great Suſpicion of Poiſon ; but the 
Report of his Intention to revolt to King Charles 
will prove falſe. 


FULY 
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FULY. The 6th of this Month a certain Ge- 
veral will, by a glorious Action, recover the Repu- 
tation he loſt by 3 Misforrunes. 4 

Ox the 12th a great Commander will die a Pri- 


ſoner in the Hands of his Enemies. 55 


On the 14th a ſhameful Diſcovery will be made 


of a French Jeſuit giving Poiſon to a great Foreign - 


General; and when he is put to the Torture, will 
make wonderful Diſcoveries. | | 

Is ſhort, this will prove a Month o 
culars. 1 : 

Ar home, the Death of an old famous Senator 
will happen on the 15th at his Country-Houſe, 
worn with Age and Diſeaſes. 1 

Bur that which will make this Month memora- 
ble to all Poſterity, is the Death of the French King 
Lewis the Fourteenth, after a Week's Sickneſs at 
Marli ; which will happen on the 29th, about ſix 
Clock in the Evening. It ſeems to be an Effect 
of the Gout in his Stomach, followed by a Flux. 
And in three Days after Monſieur Chamillard will 
follow his Maſter, dying ſuddenly of an Apoplexy. 

Is this Month like wiſe an Ambaſſador will die in 
London ; but I cannot aſſign the Day. | 

AUGUST. The Affairs of France will ſeem 
to ſuffer no Change for a while under the Duke 
of Burgundy's Adminiſtration, But the Genius that 
animated the whole Machine being gone, will be 
the Cauſe of mighty Turns and Revolutions in the 
following Year. The new King makes yet little 
Change either in the Army or the Miniſtry ; but 
the Libels againſt his Grandfather, that fly about his 
very Court, give him Uneaſineſs. 


great Ac- | 
tion, if I might have Liberty to relate the Parti- 
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I ex an Expreſs in mighty Haſte, with Joy and cauſ 
Wonder in his Looks, arriving by the Break of hom 
Day, on the 26th of this Month, having travelled I 
in three Days a prodigious Journey by Land and Sea, ink 

In the Evening I hear Bells and Guns, and ſee the Ver 

Blazing of a 'Thouſand Bonfires, | 

A vou Admiral, of noble Birth, does likewiſc 
this Month gain immortal Honour, by a great At- / 
chievement. 1 I 
Tar Affairs of Poland are this Month entirely 

ſettled: Auguſtus reſigns his Pretenſions, which he 

had again taken up for ſome Time: Staniſlaus i; U 

peaceably poſſeſſed of the Throne; and the King ing 

of Sweden declares for the Emperor. _ 8% 
I cannot omit one particular Accident here at. 1 

home; that near the End of this Month, much culat 

Miſchief will be done at Bartholomew Fair, by the WI that 

Fall of a Booth pen 1 

SEPTEMBER. This Month begins with : WW will 
very ſurprizing Fit of froſty Weather, which will be of 

Jaſt near twelve Days. hee of A 

THz Pope having long languiſhed laſt Month; mies 
the Swellings in his Legs e and the Fleſh have 
mortifying, will die on the 11th Inſtant: And in coura 

three Weeks Time, after a mighty Conteſt, be ſuc- WM and I 

ceeded by a Cardinal of the Imperial Faction, bu Offer 

Native of Tuſcany, who is now about Sixty-One WW be a 

Years old. | ug. 
Tux French Army acts now wholly on the De. W their 

fenſive, ſtrongly fortified in their Trenches; and Quee 

the young French King ſends Overtures for a Tre W ty: / 

ty of Peace, by the Duke of Mantua; which, be- the c 
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cauſe it is a Matter of State that concerns us here at 
home, I ſhall ſpeak no farther of it, 

I s#ALt add but one Prediction more, and that 


in myſtical Terms, which ſhall be included in a 
Verle out of Virgil. 


Alter erit jam Tethys, altera que ve bat Argo, 
Delectos Heroas. 


Upo the 25th Day of this Month, the fulfil- 
ing of this Prediction will be manifeſt to every 
Body. | 

THis is the fartheſt J have proceeded in my Cal- 
culations for the preſent Year. I do not pretend, 
that theſe are all the great Events which will hap- 
pen in this Period; but that thoſe I have ſet down 
will infallibly come to paſs. It may, perhaps, ſtill 
be objected, why I have not ſpoke more particularly 
of Affairs at home; or of the Succeſs of our Ar- 
mies abroad, which I might, and could very largely 
have done. But thoſe in Power have wiſely diſ- 
couraged Men from meddling in publick Concerns ; 
and I was reſolved, by no Means, to give the leaſt 
Offence. This I will venture to ſay; that it will 
be a glorious Campaign for the Allies; wherein the 
Engliſh Forces, both by Sea and Land, will have 
their full Share of Honour: That Her Majeſty 
Queen Anxz will continue in Health and Proſperi- 
y: And that no ill Accident will arrive to any in 
the chief Miniſtry. 

As to the particular Events J have mentioned, 
the Readers may judge by the fulfiling of them, 

whe- 
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whether I am of the Level with common A ſtrolo- 


54 


my Opinion, too long been ſuffered to abuſe the 


rs; who. with an old paultry Cant, and à few 
ot-hooks for Planets to amuſe the Vulgar, have, in 


World. But an honeſt Phyſician ought not to be 


| deſpiſed, becauſe there are ſuch Things as Mounte- 
banks. I hope, I have ſome Share of Reputation, 
Which I would not willingly forfeit for a Frolick, 


or Humour: And I believe no Gentleman; who 
reads this Paper, will look upon it to be of the 


| fame Caſt, or Mold, with the common Scribbles 
that are every Day hawked about. My Fortune hath 


placed me above the little Regard of writing for a 
few Pence, which I neither value nor want: 


'Therefore, let not wiſe Men too haſtily. condemn | 


this Eflay, intended for a good Defign, to cultivate 


and improve an antient Art, long in Diſgrace by 


having fallen into mean unskilful Hands. A little 
Time will determine whether I have deceived o- 


thers, or my ſelf; and I think it is no very unrea- 


ſonable Requeſt, that Men would pleaſe to ſuſpend 
their Judgments till then. I was once of the Opi- 


nion with thoſe who deſpiſe all Predi&ions from - 
the Stars, till in the Year 1686, a Man of Quality 


ſhewed me, written in his Album, that the moſt 
learned Aſtronomer Captain Hally, aſſured him, he 
would never, believe any thing of the Stars Influ- 


ence, if there were not a great Revolution in Eng- 
Ian in the Year 1688, Since that Time I began 


to have other Thoughts; and after Eighteen Years 


| diligent Study and Application, I think I have no 


Reaſon to repent of my Pains. I ſhall detain the 
Reader no longer than to let him know, that the 
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5 every 
O F 'T H ä Healt 
Word 
SL of Mr. . P artr ge 7 the Alms- Upon 
naek- maker, upon the 29th loſt lim; 
partly 

808 8 f 
: Is a Letter to a ; Perſon 7 Eee. 5 he 
4 © Written in the Year 1708. Condi 
* - — he ha 
law hi 
ay has, [ kney 
MRIGPREN Obedience to your Lotdſhip's Cont WM ſeemir 
RE3 mands, as well as to ſatisfy my own Cu- told hi 
WA riofity, I have for ſome Days paſt er cholly 
þ quired conſtantly after Partrige che ties, fi 
Almanack maker; of whom it WW me fre 
Foterold in Mr. Bickerſtaff's Predictions, publiſhed] Mr. B, 

about a Month ago, that he ſhould die the 29th 


Inſtant, about Eleven at Night, of a raging Fever 


I ha * 7h 


PEP 
An Account of Partrige's Death. 1s; 


employed in the Revenue; becauſe he uſed every 
Year to pteſent me with his Almanack, as he did 
ither Gentlemen upon the ſcore of ſome little Gra- 
wity we gave him. I ſaw him accidentally once or 
twice about ten Days before he died; and obſerved 
he began very much to droop and languiſh, although 
[ hear his Friends did not ſeem to apprehend hint 
in any Danger. About two or three Days ago he 


in a few Hours aftet to his Bed ; where * Dr. Caſe 
and Mrs. Kirleus were ſent for to viſit, and to pre- 
ſcribe to him. Upon this Intelligence I ſent thrice 
every Day one Servant or other to enquire after his 
Health; and Yeſterday about four in the Afternoon, 
Word was brought me that he was pſt Hopes: 


na- Upon which I prevailed with my ſelf to go and ſes 
} him; partly out of Commiſeration, and, I confeſs, 


partly out of Curioſity. He knew me very well, 


me Compliments upoh it as well as he could in the 
Condition he was. The People about him ſaid, 


U 


law him, lie had his Underſtanding as well as ever 
| | knew, and ſpoke ſtrong and hearty, without any 
Com- ſeeming Uneaſineſs or Conſtraint, After I had 


n Cu- cold him I was ſorry to ſee him in thoſe melan- 


cholly Circumſtances, and ſaid ſome other Civili- 
ties, ſuitable to the Octafion ; I deſired him to tell 
me freely and ingenuouſly whether the Predictions 
Mr. Bicker ſtaſf had publiſhed relating to his Death, 


LO 


* Two famous Duacks at that Time in London. 
I Mz kad 


[ had ſome Sort of Knowledge of him when 1 was 


grew ill; was confined firſt to his Chamber, and 
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ſeemed ſurprized at my Condeſcenſion, and made 


he had been for ſome Time delirious ; but when I. 
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16% An Account of Partrige's Death, 
had not too much affected and worked on his Im- bor. 
5 2 1 He confeſſed he often had it in bi Thir 
Head, but never with much Apprehenſion till a. rede 

: bout a Fortnight before; fince which Time it had takes 
the perpetual Poſſeſſion of his Mind and Thoughts; The 
and he did verily believe was the true natural Cauſe mana 
of his prefent Diſtemper: For, ſaid he, I am tho- 
roughly perſuaded, and I think I have very good Res. 
fons, that Mr. Bicker/taff ſpoke altogether by gueſs, 
and knew no more what will happen this Year 
than I did my ſelf. I told him his Diſcourſe ſur. 
prized me; and I would be glad he were in a State 
of Health to be able to tell me what Reaſon he had 


to be convinced of Mr. Bicker/taff's Ignorant -1'1 
He replied, I am a poor ignorant Fellow, bred to WI d 

a mean Trade; yet I have Senſc enough to know, aread 
that all Pretences of foretelling by Aſtrology are Circuy 
Deceits ; for this manifeſt Reaſon, becanſe the Wile himſel 
and Learned, who can only judge whether thete F reach 
be any Truth in this Science, do all unanimouſly a. Hour 
gree to laugh at and diſpiſe it; and none but the moſt 
poor ignorant Vulgar give it any Credit, and tha ned 
only upon the Word of ſuch filly Wretches as [ withdr 
and my Fellows, who can hardly write or read. 4 der v. 
J then asked him, why he had not calculated his dately 

_ own Nativity, to fee whether it agreed with Bic. nute y 
 kerſtaff s Predictions? At which he ſhook he bove 
Head, and faid, O! Sir, this is no Time for jeſt- Watcl 
ing, but for repenting thofe Fooleries, as I do now Seven 
E from the very Bottom of my Heart. | By what J Was mi 
can gather from you, ſaid I, the Obſervations and In the 
Predictions you printed with your Almanacks were But w 
meer Impoſitions upon the People. He replied, ib at ) 

e ver. 


it were otherwiſe, I ſhould have the leſs to anſwet 
| | 7 80 for 


withdrew to a little Coffee-Houſe hard by, leaving 


for. We have a common Form for all thoſe 
Things : As to foretelling the Weather, we never 
meddle with that, but leave it to the Printer, who 
takes it out of any old Almanack as he thinks fit; 
The reſt was my own Invention to make my Al- 
manack fell ; having a Wife to maintain, and no 
other Way to get my Bread; for mending old Shoes 
is a poor Livelihood: And (added he, ſighing) I 
wiſh I may not have done more Miſchief by my 
Phyſick than my Aſtrology; although I had ſome 
good Receipts from my Grandmother, and my own 
Compoſitions were ſuch, as I thought could, ag 
aſt do no Hurt. LS | 

-T Hap ſome other Diſcourſe with him, which 
now I cannot call to Mind; and I fear I have 
already tired your Lordſhip. I ſhall only add one 
Circumſtance,. That on his Death-Bed he declared 
himſelf a Nonconformiſt, and had a fanatick 
Preacher to be his ſpiritual Guide: After half an 
Hour's Converſation, I took my Leave; being al- 
moſt ſtifled by the Cloſeneſs of the Room. I ima- 
zined he could not hold out long; and therefore 


1 Servant at the Houſe with Orders to come imme- 
dately, and tell me, as near as he could, the Mi- 
nute when Partrige ſhould expire, which was not 
above two Hours after; when looking upon my 
Watch, I found it to be aboye five Minutes after 
Seven : By which it is clear, that Mr. Bickerflaff 
was miſtaken almoſt four Hours in his Calculation, 
In the other Circumſtances he was exact enough. 
But whether he hath not been the Cauſe of this 
poor Man's Death, as well as the Prediqtor, may 
be very reaſonably diſputed, However, it muſt be 
—_ = _ confeſled 
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An Account of Partrige's Neath. 


nfefled, the Matter is odd enough, whether we 
ould endeayour to account for it by Chance or 
the Effect of Imagination: For my own Part, al. 
though I believe no Man hath leſs Faith in theſe | 
Matters; yet I ſhall wait with ſome Impatience, 

nd not without ExpeQation, the fulfilling of Mr. 
Bieter af $ ſecond Prediction; that the Cardinal 
de Noaillgs is to die upon the 4th of April; and if 
that ſhould be verified 4 exactly as this of poor 
Partrige; T muſt own, I ſhould be wholly ſur. | 
prized, and at a Loſs; and infallibly expe& the 
Accompliſhmenz of all the reſt. 
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The following Piece, under the. Name of John Par- 
trige, was written by that famous Poet Nicho- 
las Row, E/q; and therefore being upon the ſame 
Subject, although not by the ſame Author, we 
have thought fit to publiſh it, that the Reader 
may have the whole Account together. 
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Aſtrological Impoſtor Cnvicted. 
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By Join PAR TAILOR, 
Student in Puygick and ASTROLOQY, 


T 


P is hard, my dear Countrymen of 
555 A cheſe united Nations: It is very 
88 hard, that a Briton born, a Prote- 
ſtant Aſtrologer, a Man of Revo- 
lutian Principles, an Aſſerter of the 
I Liberty and Property of the People, 
ſhould cry out, in vain, for Juſtice againſt a French- 
nan, a Papiſt, and an illiterate Pretender to Science; 
that would blaſt my Reputation, moſt inhumanly 
bury me alive, and defraud my Native Country - 

- thole 
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thoſe Services, which in my * double Goparity, 1 
daily offer the Public. 


Wnar = orgy I have received, let 


the impartial Reader judge, and how unwillinghy, 
even in my own Defence, I now enter the Li 
| againſt Falſhood, I norance, and Envy: But I am 
exaſperated at length, to drag out this Cacus from 
the Den of Obſcurity where he lurks, detect him by 
the Light of thoſe Stars he has ſo impudently tra- 
duced, and ſhew there is not a Monſter in the Skies 
ſo pernicious and malevolent to Mankind, as an i 
norant Pretender to Phyſick and Aftrology. I ſhall | 
not directly fall on the many groſs Errors, nor ex- 
poſe the notorious Abſurdities of this proſtiruted 
Libeller, till I have let the learned World fairly in- 
to the Controverſy depending, and then leave the | 
unprejudiced to Judge of the Merits and Juſtice of 
my Cauſe. 

Ir was towards the Concluſion of the Year 1707, 
when an impudent Pamphlet crept into the World, 
intituled, Predictious, &c. by Iſaac Bickerſtaff, Eſq; 
Among the many arrogant Aſſertions laid down by 
that lying Spirit of Divination, he was pleaſed to 
pitch on the Cardinal de Noailles, and my ſelf, 2 
mong many other eminent and illuſtrious Perſons, 
that'were to die within the Compaſs of the enſuin 
Year; and peremptorily fixes ar Month, Day, and 
Hour of our Deaths: This, I think, is ſportii 
with great Men, and publick Spirits, to the Scandi 
of Religion, and Reproach of Power; and if ſove- 
reign Princes, and Altrologets, muſt make 55 

a n 
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5 Phy ſician and Aſtrologer, 
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jon for the Vulge; why then, farewel, fay L. 9 
al Governments, Ecclefiaſtical and Civil. - But. 1 


: "iſe and audacious Predictor, and to make him rue 
ſts the Hour he ever affronted a Man of Science and 
m Reſentment. | 'The Cardinal may take what Mea- 
m ſures he pleaſes with him; as his Excellency is 
by WY Foreigner, and a Papiſt, he has no Reaſon tq 
6 rely on me for his Juſtification; I ſhall only aſſure 
eg me World he is alive; but as he was bred to Let- 
ig ters, and is Maſter of a Pen, let him uſe it in his 
all own Defence. In the mean Time, 1 ſhall preſent 
ex- the Publick with a faithful Narratiye of the unge- 
ted nerous Treatment, and hard Uſage, I haye received 
in- from the virulent Papers, and malicious Practices 

the this pretended Aſtrolog-er. 

of . 

07, 


105 A true and impartial Account of the 
by MW Proceedings of Jaac Brckerſraff, 
to Eſq; againſt Me J7obn Partrige, 
Student in Phyſick and Aﬀrology, 


HE 28th of March, Anno Dom. 1708, 
| A being the Night this ſham Prophet 
had fo impudently fixed for my laſt, 
L which made little Impreſſion on my 
| .-; ſelf; but I cannot anſwer for my whole 
Family; for my Wife, with a Concern more than 
uſual, prevailed on me to take ſomewhat to ſweat 


Nine, 


hank my better Stars, I am alive to confront this 


for a Cold; and, between the Hours of Eight and 
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Nine, — 1 The Maid, as ſhe was warn. 
ing my Bed, with a Curiofity natural to Young 
Wenches, runs to the Window, and asks of on: 
paſſing the Street, who the Bell tolled for? Doctor 
Partrige, ſays he, the famous Almanack-maker, 
who 1 | 
voked, told him, he lied like a Raſcal; the 
other very ſedately replied, the Sexton had ſo in- 


formed him, and if falſe, he was to blame for im- 
poſing upon a _ She asked a Second, -and | 
a Third as they paſled; and every one was in the | 
fame'Tone. Now, Ido not ſay theſe were Accon: | 
plices to a certain Aſtrological Squire, and that one | 
Bickerſtaff might be ſauntring thereabouts; becauſ: | 
1 will affert nothing here, but what I dare atteſt, | 
for plain Matter of Fact. My Wife, at this, fell 
into a violent Diſorder; and I muſt own, I Was a 


little diſcompoſed at the Oddneſs of the Accident. 


In the mean Time, one knocks at my Door; Betty | 


runs down, and opening, finds a ſober, grave Per- 


ſon; who modeſtly enquires, if this was Dr, Par-| 
trige's? She taking him for ſome cautious City- 
Patient, that came at that Time for Privacy, ſhews| 
him into the Ng on As ſoon gg I could 
compoſe my ſelf, I went to him, and was ſurprized| 
to find my Gentleman mounted on a Table, with 4 
Two: foot Rule in his Hand, meaſuring my Wally, 
and taking the Dimenſions of the Room, Pray, 
Sir, ſays I. not to interrupt you, have you any Bu- 
fineſs with me? Only, Sir, replies he, order the 


Girl to bring me a better Light, for this is but a ve. 
ry dim one. Sir, ſays I, my Name is Partrige: 
Oh! che Doctor's Brother, belike, cries he; the 


Stair-Caſe, I believe, and theſe two — 
hung 


ed ſuddenly this Evening: The poor Girl | 
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hung in cloſe Mourning, will be ſufficient, and on- 


ly a Strip of Bays round the other Rooms. The 
Doctor muſt needs die rich, he had great Dealings 
in his Way for many Years; if he had no Family- 
Coat, you had as good uſe the Scutcheons of the 
Company; they are as ſhowiſh, and will look as 


magnificent as if he was deſcended from the Blood- 
Royal, With that, I aſſumed a greater Air of Au- 
 thority, and demanded who employed him, or how 
he came there? Why, I was ſent, Sir, by the Com- 
pany of Undertakers, ſays he, and they were em- 
ployed by the honeſt Gentleman, who is Executar 
to the good Doctor departed ; and our raſcally Por- 
ter, I believe, is fallen faſt aſleep with the black 
Cloath, and Sconces; or he had been here, and we 
might have been tacking up by this Time. Sip, 
ſays I, pray be adyiſed by a Friend, and make the 
beſt of your Speed out of my Doors, for I hear 
my Wife's Voice, (which, by the By, is pretty di- 
ſtinguiſhable) and in that Corner of the Room 
ſtands a goo 1 which ſome Body has felt be- 
fore nqw ; if that light in her Hands, and ſhe know 
the Byfineſs you came about; without conſulting 
the Stars, I can aſſure you it will be employed very 
much to the Detriment of your Perſon, ir, cries 
he, bowing with great Civility, L perceive, extream 
Grief for the Loſs of the Doctor diſorders you a 
little at preſent ; but early in the Morning 1 will 
wait on you, With all neceſſary Materials, Now I 
mention no Mr. Bicker/taff; nor do I ſay, that a 
certain Star-gazing Squire has been a playing my 
Executor before his Time; but I leave the W fd 
to judge, and if it puts Things and Things fairly 
together, it will not be much wide of the Mark. 
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- Warr, once more I get my Doors . Is cloſed ang 
Prepared for Bed, in Hopes of a little Repoſe, after 
Jo many ruffling Adventures; juſt as 1 was putting 


: Bien zxs Tart Dee Hed | 


out my Eight in order to it, another bounces 20 
hard as he can knock; I open the Window, and 
ask who is there, and what he wants? I am Neg, 
the Sexton, replies he, and come to know whether 
the Doctor left any Orders for a Funeral Sermon; 
and where he is to be laid, and whether his Grave 
is to be plain or bricked ? Why, Sirrah, fays I, you 
know me well enough; you know I am not dead, 


and how dare you affront me after this Manner! 


Alack-a-day, Sir, replies the Fellow, why it isin 
Print, and the whole Town knows you are dead; 


why, there is Mr. White the Joiner, is but fitting 
| Screws to your Coffin, he will be here with it inah 
Inſtant; he was afraid you would have wanted it 


before this Time. Sirrah, Sirrah, ſays I, you ſhal 
know 'To-morrow to your Coſt that I am alive, and 


alive like to be. Why, it is ſtrange, Sir, ſays he, 
vou ſhould make ſuch a Secret of your Death, to 
us that are your Neighbours; it looks as if you had 


a Deſign to defraud the Church of its Dues ; and 
let me tell you, for one that has lived fo long by 
the Heavens, that it is unhandſomely done. Hiſt, 
hiſt, ſays another Rogue, that ſtood by him, away 
Doctor into your Flanel Gear as faſt as you can; 
for here is a whole Pack of Difmals coming to you, 
with their black Equipage ; and how indecent will 


it look for you to ſtand frighrening Folks at your 


Window, when you ſhould have been in your 
Coffin this three Hours? In ſhort, what with Un- 
dertakers, Embalmers, Joiners, Sextons, and your 
damned Elegy-hawkers, upon a late Practitioner in 
IN 5 * 
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phyfick and Aſtrology, I got not one Wink of 
Sleep that Night, nor ſcarce a Moment's Reſt ever. 
fnce. Now, I doubt not but this villainous Squire 
has the Impudence to aſſert, that theſe are entirely 
Strangers to him; he, good Man, knows nothing 
of the Matter; and honeſt Iſaac Bicker/taff, I war- 
tant you, is more a Man of Honour, than to be an 
Accomplice with a Pack of Raſcals, that walk the 
Streets on Nights, and diſturb good People in their 
Beds. But he 1s out, if he thinks the whole World 
is blind; for there is one Fohn Partrige can ſmell 
a Knave as far as Grub. ſtreet; although he lies in 
the moſt exalted Garret, and writes himſelf Squire: 
But I will keep my 'Temper, and proceed in the 
Narration. . 

I covLD not ſtir out of Doors for the Space of 
three Months after this, but preſently one comes 
up to me in the Street, Mr. Partrige, that Coffin 
you was laſt buried in, I have not been yet paid for. 
Do&or, cries another Dog, how do you think 
People can live by making of Graves for nothing? 
Next Time you die, you may even toll out the Bell 
your ſelf for Ned. A third Rogue tips me by the 
Elbow, and wonders how I have the Conſcience to 
ineak abroad, without paying my Funeral Expences. 
Lord, ſays one, I durſt have {wore that was honeſt 
Dr. Partrige, my old Friend; but poor Man, he is 
gone. I beg your Pardon, ſays another, you look 
lo like my old Acquaintance that I uſed to conſult 
on ſome private Occaſions; but alack, he is gone 
the Way of all Fleſh. Look, look, look, cries a 
Third, after a competent Space of ſtaring at me; 
would not one think our Neighbour the Almanack- 
maker, was Crept out of his Grave, to take the other 

Peep 
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Peep at the Stars in this World, and ſhew how 
much he is improved in Fortune-telling by having 
taken a Journey to the other? . | 
Nat, the very Reader of our Pariſh, a good. 
ſober, diſcreet Perſon, has ſent two or thtee Times 


fot me to come and be buried decently, or ſend 
him ſufficient Reaſons to the contrary ; or, if I 
have been interred in any other Pariſh, to produce 
my Cettificate as the Act requires. My poor Wife 
is almoſt run diſtracted with being called Widow 
Partrige, when the knows it is falſe; and once a 


Term ſhe is cited into the Court, to take out Let- 
ters of Adminiſtration. But the greateſt Grievance 


38, a paultry Quack, that takes up my Calling juſt | 


under my Noſe, and in his printed Dire&ions with 
NM B. (& fays he lives in the Houſe of the late in- 
vin Mr. Partrige, an eminent Practitioner in 
eather, Phyfick, and Aſtrology. 
Bor to ſhew how far the wicked Spirit of Envy, 
Malice and Reſentment can hurry ſome Men; my 
nameleſs old Perſecutor had provided me a Monu- 
ment at the Stone-Cutter's, and would have it ere&ed 
in the Parifh-Church ; and this Piece of notorious 
and expenſive Villainy had actually ſucceeded, if I 
had not uſed my utmoſt Intereſt with the Veſtry. 
where it was carried at laſt but by two Voices, that 
I am alive. That Stratagem failing, out comes a 
long ſable Elegy, bedecked with Hour-glaſſes, Mat- 


tocks, Sculls, Spades and Skeletons, with an Epi- 


taph as confidently written to abuſe me, and my 
Profeiſion, as if I had been under Ground theſe 
twenty Years. 

AN after ſuch barbarous Treatment as this, can 


the World blame me, when I ask, What is be- 


come 


conſiſt 
not mi 
to ſtan 
Alive! 
terfeit, 


Celeſt. 


PPC 
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teme of the Freedom of an Engliſdman ? And 
where is the Liberty and Property, that ttry old 
glorious Friend came over to aſſert ? We have 
ore Popery out of the Nation; and ſent Slavery 
o foreign Climes. The Arts only remain in Bon- 
age; when a Man of Science arid Character ſhall 
be openly inſulted in the Midſt of the many ufe- 
ful Services he is daily paying the Publick: Was 
it ever heard, even in Turky or Algiers, that a 
Sate-Aſtrologer was bantered out of his Life by 
n ignorant Impoſtor, or bawled out of the World 


the Miniſters and Chutch-Wardetis Hands, I ant 
live, and atteſt the ſame on Oath at Quarter-Seſ- 
ſons; out comes A fall and true Relation of the 
Death and Interment of Joun ParTRIGE ; Trutk 
5 bore down, Atteſtations negle&ed, the Teſtimony 
of ſober Perſons deſpiſed, and a Man is looked up- 


friends and Acquaintance. 
Now can any Man of common Senſe think it 


conſiſtent with the Honour of my Profeſſion, and 


not much beneath the Dignity of a Philoſopher, 
to ſtand bawling before his own Noor Alive! 
Alive! Ho! The famous Dr. Partrige ! No Coun- 
terfeit, but all alive! As if I had the twelve 


Celeſtial Monſters of the Zodiac to ſhew within, 
or was forced for a Livelihood to turn Retailer to 


May and Bartholomew Fairs. Therefore, if Her 
Majeſty would but graciouſſy be pleaſed to. think a 
= Hardſhip 


by a Pack of villainous deep-mouthed Hawkers ? 
Though I print Almanacks, and publiſh Adver- 
ilements; although I produce Certificates under 


on by his Neighbours, as if he had been ſeven 
Years dead, =- is buried alive in the Midſt of his 
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| Hardſhip of this Nature worthy Her Royal Cont. 

| deration;-and the next Parliament, in their great 
Wiſdom, caſt but an Eye towards the deplotable 

Caſe of their old Philomath, that annually beſtows 


his poetical good Wiſhes on them; I am ſure there 


is one Iſaatc Bickerftaff, Eſq; would ſoon be truſſed 
up for his bl 


or Commoner, ſhall as legally entitle him to the pre. 


ighway, or cut your Throat in Bed. 


Conſpiracy againſt me; and that Culprit aforeſaid, 


is a Popiſh Emiſſary, has paid his Viſits to St. Ger- 
gnains, and is-now in the Meaſures of Lewis XIV. | 
That in attempting my Reputation, there is 4 
general Maſſacre of Learning defigned in theſe } 
| h my Sides, there is a Wound | 
iven to all the Proteſtant Almanack-makers in the 


Realms: And 


ni verſe. 


oody Predictions, and putting good 
Subjects in Terror of their Lives: And that, hence 
forward, to murder a Man by Way of Prophecy, 
and bury him in a printed Letter, either to a Lord 


ſent Poſſeſſion of Tybury, as if he robbed on the | 


SHALL demonſtrate to the Judicious, that 
France and Rome, are at the Botrom of this horrid | 


Vivnt Regina: 1 
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VINDICATION 


Cy, | OF | 
«  !ſaac Bickerflaff, Eſq; 


AGAINST 


10 hat is * to him by Mr. Par- 
id, WY 7rzge, in his Almanack for the pre- 


ſent Year . 
ain 


= the ſaid ac 8 ſm 


| Written in the Iran 1709. 


A. 


SHER | Partrig hath been * leaſed to 
i treat me after a very rough Manner, 
in that which is called, His Almanack 
cor the preſent Year : Such Uſage is 
ee very undecent from one Gentleman to 
inther, and doth not at all contribute to the Diſ- 
overy of Truth; which ought to be the great End 
in all Diſputes of the Learned. To call a Man 
Fool and Villain, and impudent Fellow, only for 
lifering from him in a Point meerly {peculatve, is, 


Vor. I. N | | in 


N. 
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in my humble Opinion, a very improper Stile for 4 
Perſon of his Education. I appeal to the learned 
World, whether in my laſt Year's Predictions, I gave 
him the leaſt Provocation for fuch unworthy Treat. 


ment. Philoſophers have differed in all Ages, but 


the diſcreeteſt among them have always differed as 
begame Philoſophers. Scurrility and Paſſion, in a 


Controverſy among Scholars, is juſt ſo much of 
nothing to the Purpole ; and, at beſt, a tacit Con- 


feſſion of a weak Cauſe: My Concern is not fo 
much for my own Reputation, as that of the Re. 
publick of Letters, which Mr. Partrige hath endea- 


youred to wound through my Sides. If Men of 


publick Spirit muſt be ſuperciliouſly treated for their 
ingenious Attempts; how. will true uſeful Know- 
ledge be ever advanced? I wiſh Mr, Partrige knew 
the Thoughts which foreign Univerſities have con- 
ceived of his ungenerous Proceedings with me; but 
I am too tender of his Reputation to publiſh them 
to the World. 'That Spirit of Envy and Pride, 
which blaſts ſo many riſing Genius's in our Nation, 
is yet unknown among Profeſſors abroad: The Ne. 
ceſſity of juſtifying my ſelf, will excuſe my Vanity; 
when I tell the Reader, that I have near an Hun- 


dred honorary Letters from ſeveral Parts of Europe, 


(ſome as far as Maſcovy) in Praiſe of my Perform- 


ance. Befides ſeveral others, which, as I have been 


credibly informed, were opened in the Poſt-Office 


and never ſent me. It is true, the Inqui/ition in 
Portugal was pleaſed to burn my Predictions, and 


con 


. 
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* This is Fat, as the Author «vas aſſured by Sir Paul Me 
thuen, then Ambaſſador to that Crown. | 
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condemn the Author and Readers of them; but. 1 
hope, at the ſame Time, it will be confidered in 


how deplorable a State Learning lies at preſent in 
that. Kingdom: And with the profoundeſt Venerd- 


tion for crowned Heads, I will preſume to add ; that 
: it a little concerned his Majeſty of Portugal, to in- 
e | terpoſe his Authority in Behalf of a Scholar and 4 
„ G:nt/erman, the Subject of a Nation with which he 


s now in fo ſtri& an Alliance. But, the other 
Kingdoms and States of Europe have treated me with 
more Candour and Generoſity. If I had leave to 


of bint the Latin Letters tranſmitted to the from fo- 
th, reign Parts, they would fill a Volume, and be a full 
w. Defence againſt all that Mr. Partrige, or his Ac- 
ew complices of the Portugal Inquiſition, will be evet 
on. de to object; who, by the way, are the only E- 
bur emies my Predictlons have ever met with at home 
hem er abroad. But, I hope, I know better what is dus 
ride, d the Honour of a learnen Correſpondente, in fo 


tender a Point. Yet, ſome of thoſe illuſtrious Per- 


Ne. bus will, perhaps, excuſe me for tranſcribing 4 


Palage or two in my own Vindication. The + 
Hun- noſt learned Monſieur Leibnit thus addreſſeth to 
ne his third Letter: Luſtriſſimo Bicker/taffio Aftro- 


= lie Inſtauratori, &c. Monſieur Je Clerc quoting 
e been” Predictions in a Treatiſe he publiſhed laſt Year, 


v pleaſed to ſay, Ità nuperime Bicker/tafius, nobilis 
Alus, Aftrologorum hujuſce Seculi facilt Princeps, 
dignior Magliabect hi, the Great Duke's famous ti. 
— In 0 brary- 


8 — 


i The Quotations bere Inſerted, ave in Imitation of Dr, Benut- 
ty, in ſome Part of the famons Controverſy between him and 
harles Boyle, &/q; afterwards Earl of Orrery. 
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; brary-keeper, ſpends almoſt his whole Letter in 2 
Compliments and Praiſes. It is true, the renowned to t 


Profeſſor of Aſtronomy at Utrecht, ſeems to differ 7 
from me in one Article; but it is after the modeſt of t 
Manner that becomes a Philoſopher ; as, Pace tanti prec 
uri dixerim! And, Page 55, he ſeems to lay the Wl rg 
Error upon the Printer, (as indeed it ought) and pleat 
ſays, vel forſan error Typographi, tum alioquin hath 
Bicker ſtaſius vir doctiſfimis, cc. gent! 
Ix Mr. Partrige had followed theſe Examples in have 
the Controverſy between us, he might have ſpared y af 
me the Trouble of juſtifying my ſelf. in ſo publick likens 
a'Manner. I believe few Men are readier to own I has 
their Error than I. or more thankful to thoſe who the p 
will pleaſe to inform him of them. Bur it ſeems fon 
this Gentleman, inſtead of encouraging the Progrels WI Calm 
of his own Art, is pleaſed to look upon all Attempts WM not o 
of that Kind, as an Invaſion of his Province. He on us 
hath been indeed ſo wiſe, to make no Objection doubt 
' againſt the Truth of my Predictions, except in one Wi moſt 
Pole Point, relating to himſelf: And to demon. W. 
ſtrate how much Men are blinded by their own about 
Partiality; I do ſolemnly aſſure the Reader, that he that M 
is the only Perſon from whom I ever heard that WM ment! 


Obje&ion offered; which Conſideration alone, I ving b 
think, will take off all irs Weight. FOG find * 
Wiĩ rn my utmoſt Endeavours, I have not been read, t 
able to trace above two Objections ever made I twixt | 
gainſt the Truth of my laſt Yeat's Prophecies: The alive e. 
fürſt is of a French Man, who was pleaſed to pub did I e 
liſh to the World, that the Cardinal de Noaille Partri 
was ſtill alive, notwithftanding the pretended Pri bis Al; 

phecy of Monfieur Biquerſtaffe : But how far I alive. 
French Man, a Papiſt, and an Enemy is to - Bm 
| eved 
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 heved, in his own Cauſe, againſt an Engliſh Proto- 


1 fant, who is true to the Government, I ſhall leave 
d to the candid and impartial Reader. . 
r Tas other Obje&ion, is the unhappy Occaſion 
| of this Diſcourſe; and relates to an Article in my 
ti Predictions, which foretold the Death of Mr. Par- 
e trige to happen on March 29, 1708, This he is 
ad pleaſed to contradi& abſolutely in the Almanack he 
in bath publiſhed for the preſent Year; and in that un- 
gentlemanly Manner, (pardon the Expreſſion) as 1 
in have above related. In that Work, he very round- 
ed ly aſſerts, That he is not only now alive, but was 
ck BW likewiſe alive upon that very 29th of March, when 
Wn I had foretold he ſhould die. This is the Subject of 
ho the preſent Controverſy between us; which I de- 
Ms fgn ro handle with all Brevity, Perſpicuity, and 
rel WF Cilmneſs: In this Diſpute, I am ſenfible, the Eyes 
"pts not only of England, but of all Europe, will be up- 
He Bi on us: And the Learned in every Country will, I 
tion doubt not, take Part on that Side where they find 
one moſt Appearance of Reaſon and TrutLn. 
non Wirnour entering into Criticiſms of Chronology 
own about the Hour of his Death; I ſhall only prove, 
m be that Mr. Partrige is not alive. And my firſt * | 
that ment is thus: Above a Thouſand Gentlemen ha- 
ne, I vin bought his Almanacks for this Year, meerly to 
fn] what he ſaid againſt me; at every Line they 
been read, they would lift up their Eyes, and cry out, be- 
de „ twist Rage and Laughter, 7. hey were ſure no Man 
The alive ever writ ſuch damned Stuff as this. Neither 
pub did I ever hear that Opinion diſputed : So that Mr. 


Partrige lies under a Dilemma, either of diſowning 
his Almanack, or allowing himſelf to be no Man 
alive, But now, if an uninformed Carcals walks 


fill 
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ſtill about, and is pleaſed to call it ſelf Partrigg ; 
Mr. Bicker/ftaff' does not think himſelf any way an- 
ſwerable for that. Neither had the ſaid Carcaſy 


any Right to beat the poor Boy, who happened to | 
ls by it in the Street, crying, A full and true Ac- | 


count of Dr. Partrige's Death, &c. 


SzconDLY, Mr. Partrige pretends to tell For- 
tunes, and recover ſtolen Goods; which all the Pa- 
Fiſh ſays he muſt do by converſing with the Devil, | 
and other evil Spirits: And no wife Man will ever | 


x 


after he was dead. 


was /o on that Day; I grant the latter, for he di 


not die till Night, as appears by the printed Account | 
of his Death, in a Letter to 4 Lord; and whether 

he be fince revived, I leave the World to judge. 
This, indeed, is perfect cavilling, and I am aſhamed | 


dwell any longer upon it. 


FourTHLY, I will appeal to Mr. N 
| en fo 
faire to begin my Predictions with the only | 


elf, whether it be probable I could have 


"alſhood that ever was pretended to be in them; 


and this in an Affair at Home, Where I had ſo ma: 


4 


allow he could converſe perſonally with either, till 0 

| | 5 | „ _ ot 
Tumor r, I will plainly prove him to be dead, | 
put of his own Almanack for this Year, and from | 
the very Paſlage which he produceth to make uz | 
think him alive. He there ſays, He is not ouly now | 
ive, but was alſo alive upon that very 29th of | 
March, which I foretold he ſhould die on: By this, | 
- declares his Opinion, that a Man may be alive | 
wow, who was not alive @ 'Twelve-month ago. | 
And, indeed, there lies the Sophiſtry of his Argu- 
ment, He dares not aſſert, he was alive ever finco | 
the 2gth of March, but that he js now alive, 4 | 
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ny Opportunities to be exact; and muſt have given 
ſuch Advantages againſt me to a Perſon of Mr. 
Partrige's Wit an Learning, who, if he could 


poſſibly have raiſed one fingle Obje&ion more a- 
geinſt the Truth of my Pea Pn would hardly 
have ſpared me. : 

Anp here I muſt take Occaſion to reprove the 
tbovementioned Writer of the Relation of Mr, 
Partrige's Death, in a Letter to a Lord; who was 
pleaſed to tax me with a Miſtake of four whole 
| Hits in my Calculation of that Event. I muſt 
confeſs, this Cenſure, pronounced with an Air of 
Certainty, in a Matter that ſo nearly concerned me, 
and by a grave judions Author, moved me not a 
litle, But although I were at that Time out of 


Town, yet ſeveral of my Friends, whole Curioſity : 


had led them to be exactly informed, (for as to 
my own Part, having no doubt at all in the Matter 
[never once thought of it,) aſſured me I computed 
o lomething under half an Hour; which (I ſpeak 
my private 9 is an Error of no very great 
Magnitude, that Men ſhould raiſe Clamour about 
it, I ſhall only ſay, it would not be amiſs, if that 


Author would henceforth be more tender of other * 


Mens Reputation as well as his own. It is well 
there were no more Miſtakes of that Kind; if 
there had, I preſume he would have told me af 
them with as little Ceremony. 5 
Ther is one Objection againſt Mr. Partrige's 
Death, which I have ſometimes met with, although 
indeed very ſlightly offered; That he til] conti- 
nues to write Almanacks. But this is no more 
than what is common to all of that Profeſſion ; 


Gadbury, Poor Robin, Dove, Wing, and ſeveral o- 
: | ther, 
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thers, do yearly publiſh their Almanacks, althouoh MW {am 
ſeveral of them have been dead fince before the WM lon 
Revolution. Now the natural Reaſon of this I take Wl leaf 
to be, that whereas it is the Privilege of other Ay- clea 
thors, to live after their Deaths; Almanack-makers WW he « 
are alone excluded; becauſe their Diſſertations treat. WM IO 
ing only upon the Minutes as they paſs, become mer 
uſeleſs as thoſe go off. In conſideration of which, mal 
Time, whoſe Regifters they are, gives them a Leaſe Cre. 
in Reverſion, to continue their Works after their | 
rien 
I suovr p not have given the Publick or my ſelt 
the Trouble of this Vindication, if my Name had 
not been made uſe of by ſeveral Perſons, to whom 
I never lent it; one of which, a few Days ago, 
was pleaſed to father on me a new Set of breche I 
tions. But I think theſe are Things too ſerious to 
be trifled with, It grieved me to the Heart, when 
I faw my Labours, which had coſt me ſo much 
Thought and Watching, bawled about by com- 
mon Hawkers, which I only intended for the 

weighty Conſideration of the graveſt Perſons. This 
prejudiced the World ſo much at firſt, that ſeve- 
ral of my Friends had the Aſſurance to ask me; 
Whether I were in jeſt? To which I only an- 
ſwered coldly, That the Event will ſpew. But 
it is the Talent of our Age and Nation, to turn 
Things of the greateſt Importance into Ridicule, 

When the End of the Year had verified all my Pre- 
dictious; out comes Mr. Partrige's Almanack, dif | 
puting the Point of his Death; ſo that I am em 
ployed, like the General who 'was forced to kill 

his Enemies twice over, whom a Necromancer hac 
raiſed to Life. If Mr. Partrige hath 3 the 


— 
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voh WM {ame Experiment upon himſelf, and be again alive; 
the Wl long may he continue ſo ; but that doth not in the 


take leaſt contradict my Veracity : For I think I have 
Au- clearly proved, by invincible Demonſtration, that 
ker he died at fartheſt within half an Hour of the Time 
reat- [ foretold ; and not four Hours ſooner, as the above- 
ome mentioned Author, in his Letter to a Lord, hath 
ich, malicioully ſuggeſted, with Deſign to blaſt my 
_ WT Credit, by charging me with ſo groſs a Miſtake, 

their | | . 5 1 
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PROPOSAL 
FOR 
Correcting, Improving and Aſcertain. 
ing the ENGLISH TONGUE: 


LETTER to the Moſt Honourable RO. 
BERT Earl of OXFORD and MOR. 
TIMER, Lord High-Treaſurer of Gxzar: 


BRITAIN. 


— — — — 
It is <vell known, that if the Queen had lived a Year or tua 
longer, the following Propoſal would in all Probability have 
taken Effect. For the Lord Treaſurer had already nominated 
ſeveral Perſons without Diſtinction of Quality or Party, who 
were to compaſe a Society for the Purpoſes mentioned by the Au- 
thor; and reſolved to uſe his Credit with Her Majeſty, that a 
Fund ſbould be applyed to ſupport the Expence of a large Room, 
evhere the Society ſbould meet, and for other Incidents. But 
this Scheme fell to the Ground, partly by the Diſſentions among 
the great Men at Court; but chiefly by the lamented Death of 
that glorious Princeſs. (© IP . * 


To the Moſt Honouralls RoßRRT Earl of ' Ox 
FokD, Ec. 

My Lord, 
HAT I had the Honour of mention- 
N ing to your Lordſhip ſome Time ago 
in Conyerſation, was not a new 
Thought, juſt then ſtarted by Acci- 
wen dent or Occaſion, but the Reſult of 
long Reflection; and I have been confirmed in my 
Sentiments by the Opinion of ſome very judicious 
Perſons, 
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perlons, with whom I conſulted, They all agreed, 
That nothing would be of greater Uſe towards the 
| Improvement of Knowledge and Politeneſs, than 
L ome effeckual Method for Correcting, Enlarging. 
nd Aſcertaining our Language; and they think it 


. Work very poſſible to be compaſſed, under the 
. paotection of a Prince, the Countenance and En- 


per Perſons, choſen for ſuch an Undertaking. 1 
vas glad to find your Lordſhip's Anſwer in fo dif- 
frent a Style, from what hath been commonly 
nade uſe of on ſuch like Occafions, for ſome Yeary 


ſine of Peace: A Topick which ſome have car- 


* ried ſo far, that they would not have us by any 
| have Means think of preſerying our Civil or Religious 
zinated WY Conſtitution, becauſe we are engaged in a War a- 
y = broad. It will be among the diſtinguiſhing Marks 
hat « of your Miniſtry, My Lord, that you had a Genius 
Rom, I bove all ſuch Regards; and that no reaſonable 
5 Propoſal for the Honour, the Advantage, or the 
eath of WW Ornament of your Country, howeyer foreign to 
Poor more immediate Office, was ever negle&ed by 
—— Wjou. I confeſs, the Merit of this Candour and 
Or-: Condeſcenſion is very much leſſened; becauſe your 
Lordſhip hardly leaves us Room to offer our good 
Wiſhes ; removing all our Difficulties, and ſupply- 
tion. ing our Wants, faſter than the moſt viſionary Pro- 
x 290 ector can adjuſt his Schemes. And therefore, my 
new Lord, the Deſign of this Paper is not ſo much to 


Acci- N offer you Ways and Means, ay to complain of a 
ult of Cie vance, the Redreſſing of which is to be your 
in my Non Work, as much as that of paying the Nation's 
icious Vepts , Or opening a Trade into the South. Sea; and 


r{ons, although 


wuragement of a Miniſtry, and the Care of pro- 


vaſt ; That all ſuch Thoughts muſt be deferred to a 
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_ A LETTER to the 


although not of ſuch immediate Benefit, as eithe 
of theſe, or any other of your glorious Actions, Ye 
perhaps in future Ages not leſs to your Honour. 

+ Mr Lord, I do here, in the Name of all the 
learned and polite Perſons of the Nation, co 

plain to your Lordſhip as Firff Minifter, that oy 
Language is extremely imperfe& ; that its dal 
Improvements are by no Means in Proportion t 
its daily Corruptions ; that the Pretenders to p 
liſh and refine it, have chiefly multiplied Abu: 
and Abſurdities; and, that in many Inſtances, it 


_ offends againſt every Part of Grammar. But belt 


your Lordſhip ſhould think my Cenſure too ſevere 
I ſhall take leave to be more particular. 

. I veLIieve your Lordſhip will agree with me in 
the Reaſon, why our Language is leſs refine 
than thoſe of Italy, Spain, or France. It is plain, 
that the Latin Tongue in its Purity was never in 


| Mis Iſland; towards the Conqueſt of which, fen 


or no Attempts were made till the Time of Clay 


dius: Neither was that Language ever ſo vulgx 
in Britain, as it is known to have been in Gail 
and Spain. Further, we find that the Roman Le 
gions here, were at length all recalled to help their 
Country againſt the Goths, and other barbarous In. 
Mean time, the Britons left to ſhift for 
themſelves, and daily harraſſed by cruel Inroads 
from the Pi&s, were forced to call in the Saxon 
for their Defence; who conſequently reduced the 
greateſt Part of the Ifland to their own Power, 
drove the Britons into the moſt remote and moun- 
tainous Parts; and the Reſt of the Country in Cu- 
ſtoms, Religion, and Language, became wholly 
Saxon. This I take to be the Reaſon why ther 
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ſtill 
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more Latin Words remaining in the Britiſb 
ongue than in the old Saxon; which, excepting 
me few Variations in the Orthography, is the 
me in moſt original Words with our preſent Eng- 
jþ, as well as with the German and other Northern 
Dalects. | 

EpwarD the Confeſſor having lived long in 
france, appears to be the firſt, who introduced 
nj Mixture of the French Tongue with the Saxon; 


as eithe 
ons, ye 
Our. 
all the 
„ Col 
hat Out 
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Ahuſe 
ces, it 
Jut leſf 
ſevere 


nd others taking it up for a Faſhion, as it is now 
with us. William the Conqueror proceeded much 
lrther ; bringing over with him vaſt Numbers of 
hat Nation, ſcattering them in every Monaſtery, 
ging them great Quantities of Land, directing all 
lleadings to be in that Language, and endeavour- 
ng to make it univerſal in the Kingdom. This, 


me in 
refine 
$ plain, 
ever in 


h. fen leaſt, is the Opinion generally received: But 
bor Lordſhip hath fully convinced me, that the 
vulsy french Tongue made yet a greater i here 

under Harry the Second, who had large Territories 


1 Gaul on that Continent, both from his Father and his 


bes Wife ; made frequent Journeys and Expeditions 
ns [rn hither, and was always attended with a Number 
ifs (ori of his Countrymen, Retainers at his Court. For 
nroakM {ome Centuries after, there was a Conſtant Inter- 
Pax; courſe between France and England, by the Do- 
ed the WM minions we poſſeſſed there, and the Conqueſts we 
Dower WM made: So that our Language, between two and 


moun-MW three hundred Year ago, ſeems to have had a 
in Cu- greater Mixture with the French than at preſent ; 
vholly I many Words having been afterwards rejected, and 
there I {ome fince the Time of Spencer; although we have 
arc ſtill retained not a few, which have been long an- 
5 tiquated 


the Court affecting what the Prince was fond of, 
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190 A Lerrun 10 the 
tiquated in France. I could produce ſeveral Inſtan 
ces of both Kinds, if it were of any Uſe or Enter 
TJrĩĩĩ REN 
T o examine into the ſeveral Circumſtances by 

which the Language of a Country may be altered, 
would force me to enter into a wide Field. I ſhall 
only obſerve, that the Latin, the French, and the 
Engliſh, ſeem to have undergone the ſame Fortune. 
The firſt, from the Days of Romulus to thoſe of 
Fulius Ceſar, ſuffered perpetual Changes; and by 
What we meet in thoſe Authors who occaſionally 
ſpeak on that Subject, as well as from certain Frag. 
ments of old Laws; it is manifeſt that the Latin, 
three Hundred Years before Tully, was as unintelli 

ible in his Time, as the Engliſh and French of the 

ame Period are now: And theſe two have changed 
as much fince William the Conqueror, (which is but 
little leſs than ſeven Hundred Years) as the Latin 
appears to have done in the like Term. Whether 
our Language, of the French, will decline as faſt as 
the Roman did, is a Queſtion that would perhaps ad- 
mit more Debate than it is worth. There were 
many Reaſons for the Corruptions of the laſt : As 
the Change of their Government to a Tyranny, 
| Which ruined the Study of Eloquence ; there being 
no further Uſe or Encouragement for popular Or- 
tors: 'Their giving not only the Freedom of the 
City, but Capacity for Employments, to ſeveral 
Towns in Gaul, Spain, and Germany, and other 
diſtant Parts, as far as A//a; which brought a great 
Number of foreign Pretenders into Rome: The fl 
vith Diſpoſition of the Senate and People; by which 

the Wit and Eloquence of the Age were wholly 


turned into Panegyrick, the moſt barren of all Sub- 


jeas ; 


0 - oy 
* 


Lord Higb- reaſurtti = 1 9 l 
pas : The great Corruption of Mannets, and In- 


uſtin roduction o OP. Luxury, with foreign Terms 
inter © expreſs it: With ſeveral others that might be aſ- 


1 foned : Not to mention thoſe Invaſions from the 
88 y Cths and Vandals, which are too obvious to infill 
tered, | | . | 

ſhall 


on 
gr Tas Roman Language arrived at great Perfection 
the 


fore it began to decay: The French, for theſe laſt 


tune. Wi fy Years, hath been poliſhing as much as it will 

le of kar; and appears to be declining by the natural In- 

* onſtancy of that People, as well as the Affectation 
V 


K ſome late Authots, to introduce and multiply 


Frag-: M an. Words, which is the moſt ruinous Corruption 
L any Language. La Bruyere, a late celebrated 
= Writer among them, makes uſe of many new 'Termg 


which are not to be found in any of the common 
I\tionaries before his Time. But the Engliſh 
longue is not arrived to ſuch a Degree of Perfec- 
ton, as, upon that Account, to make us apprehend 
y Thoughts of its Decay: And if it were once re- 
ined to a certain Standard, perhaps there might be 
Ways to fix it for ever, or at leaſt till we are inva- 
kd, and made a Conqueſt by ſome other State: 
lud even then, our beſt Writings might probably 


anged 
is but 
Latin 
hether 
faſt as 
aps ad- 
> were 


tr As 


_— e preſerved with Care, and grow into Eſteem, and 
: Or de Authors have a chance for Immortality. 
* Bur without ſuch great Revolutions as theſe, (to 


mich we are, I think, leſs ſubje& than Kingdoms 


ſeveral. n the Continent,) I ſee no abſolute Neceſlity 


| other #hy any Language ſhould be perpetually changing; 

a gre we find many Examples to the contrary. From 

he ſar to Plutarch, are above a Thouſand Years; 

which long, at leaſt, the Purity of the Greek Tongue 

wholly ay be allowed to laſt; and we know not how far 
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163 4 Lerrü #0 be 
before. The Grecians ſpread their Colonies round 
all the Coaſts of Aſa Minor, even to the Vortbeti 
Parts, lying towards the Euxine; in every Iſland of 
the Ægean Sea, and ſeveral others in the Mediter- 
ranean; where the Language was preſerved entire 
for many Ages, after they themſelves became Colo. 
nies to Rome, and till they were over-run by the 
barbarous Nations, upon the Fall of that Empire. | 
The Gbineſe have Books in their Language above 
two Thouſand Years old; neither have the frequent 
Conqueſts of the Tartars been able to alter it. 
The German, Spaniſh, and Italian, have admitted 
few or no Changes for ſome Ages paſt. 'The othet 
Languages of Europe I know nothing of; neither is 
there any Occaſion to conſider them. 
Having taken this Compaſs; I return to thoſe 


would humbly offer your Lordſhip. The Period 
wherein the Xngliſb Tongue received moſt Improve- 


Queen Elizabeth's Reign, and to conclude with 
the great Rebellion in Forty-rwo, It is true, there 
was a very ill Taſte both of Style and Wit, which 
prevailed under King James the Firſt; but that 
ſeems to have been corre&ed in the firſt Years of 
his Succeſſor; who, among many other Qualifics 
tions of an excellent Prince, was a great Patron ot 
Learning. From that great Rebellion to this pre- 
ſent Time, I am apt to doubt whether the Corrup- 
tions in our Language have not, at leaſt, equalled 
the Refinements of it; and theſe Corruptions very 
few of the beſt Authors in our Age have wholly 


eſcaped. During the Uſurpation, ſuch an Infuſion 


as 


cf Enthuſiaſtick Jargon prevailed in every Writing, 


Conſiderations upon our own Language, which I | 


ment, I take to commence with the xreginning of 
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riting, 


as 


rity 
& was not ſhaken off in many Years after. To this 
ſucceeded that Licentiouſneſs which entered with 


Ldrd Hig b- reaſuftr. 


the Reſtoration; and from infecting our Religion 
ind Morals, fell to corrupt our Language : Which 
laſt, was not like to be much improved by thoſe, 
who, at that Time, made up the Court of King 
Charles the Second; either ſuch who had followed 
him in his Baniſhment, or who had been altogether 
tonverſant in the Diale& of thoſe Fanatick Times ; 
or young Men, who had been educated in the ſame 
Company ; ſo that the Court, which uſed to be the 
Standard of Propriety, and Corre&neſs of Speech, 
was then, and I think hath ever fince continued 
the worſt School in England, for that Accompliſh- 
nent; and ſo will remain, till better Care be taken 
n the Education of our young Nobility ; that they 
tay ſet out into the World with ſome Foundation 
& Literature, in order to qualify them for Patteths 
of Policeneſs. 'T'he Conſequence of this Deſect up- 
on our Language, may appear from the Plays, and 
aher Compoſitions, written for Entertainment, 
within fifty Years paſt; filled with a Succeſſion of 
/fe&ed Phraſes, and new conceited Words, either 
borrowed from the current Style of the Court, or 
om thoſe, who, under the Character of Men of 
Wit and Pleaſure, pretended to give the Law. Mi- 
ny of theſe Refinements have already been long an- 
iquated, and are now hardly intelligible ; which is 
nw Wonder, when they were the Product only of 
lenorance and Caprice. = 

I Have never known this great Town without 
one or more Dances of Figure, who had Credit 
enough ta give Riſe to ſome new Word, and pro- 
Pgate it in moſt Converſations; although it had 

Vor. I. K neĩ⸗ 
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2 Humour nor Significancy. If it ſtruck the 
preſent Taſte, it was ſoon transferred into the Plays, 


0 
nd curtent Sctibbles of the Week, and became an 


hav 


Addition to our Language; while the Men of Wit A 
and Learning, inſtead of early obviating fuch Cor. dhe! 
tuptions, were too often ſeduced to imitate and MI the. 

comply with them. 17 idva 
Tx is another Set of Men, who have contri. h 

ted very much to the ſpoiling of the Engliſh Wil o 

"ongue; I mean the Poets, from the Time of the voul 
Reſtoration. Theſe Gentlemen, although they Not 
could not be infenfible how much our Language land, 
was already overſtocked with Monoſyllables, yet to WM cen 
fave Time and Pains, introduced that barbarous Cu- dne ] 
ſtom of abbreviating Words, to fit them to the ud 
Meaſure of their Verſes; and this they have fie - pro 

- quently done, ſo very injudiciouſly, as to form ſuck Y. or 
harſh unhatmonius Sounds, that none but a Nortb- ritt 
ern Ear could endure: They have joined the moſt] let m 

obdurate Conſonants, without one intervening © Is 1 
Vowel, only to ſhorten a Syllable : And their 'Taſte books 
in Time became fo depraved, that what was at fir] «led, 
a poetical Licence, not to be juſtified, they made "hoe" 
their Choice; alledging, that the Words pronounced V knc 
at length, ſounded faint and languid. This was: Sky 
Pretence to take up the ſame Cuſtom in Proſe; {c poſleſl 
that moſt of the Books we ſee now-a-days, are full vorſe 
of thoſe Manglings and Abbreviations. Inſtance In reac 

of this Abuſe are innumerable : What does yo tence 

Lordſhip think of the Words, Drudg'd, Difturb u tadin 
Rebu d, Fledy'd, and a Thouſand others, ever me 
where to be met in Proſe, as well as Verſe ? WhereJompli 
by leaving out a Vowel to ſave a Syllable, we for - if 

| | Vords 


Gam 


Lord High-Treaſurer. 


ſo jarring a Sound, and ſo difficult to utter, that L 
have often wondered how it could ever obtain, 
AxoTHer Cauſe (and perhaps bortowed from 


the maiming of our Language, is a fooliſh Opinian, 
advanced of late Years, that we ought to ſpell ex- 
iftly as we ſpeak ; which beſide the 2 In» 
convenience of utterly deſtroying our Etymology; 
would be a Thing we ſhould — ſee an End of 
Not anly the ſeveral Towns and Counties of Eng- 
land, have a different Way of pronouncing ; but 
wen here in London, they clip rheir Words after 
me Manner about the Court, another in the City, 


b probable, will all differ from themſelves, as Fari- 
9 or Faſhion ſhall direct: All which reduced to 
Writing, would entirely confound Orthography. 
let many People are ſo fond of this Conceir, that 
t is ſometimes a difficult Matter to read modern 
books and Pamphlets; where the Words are ſo cur- 
wled, and varied from their original Spelling, that 
whoever hath been uſed to plain Engliſh, will hard- 
know them by Sight. rs 
SEvERAL young Men at the Univerſities, terribly 
plefled with the Fear of Pedantry, run into 4 
worſe Extream; and think all Politeneſs to conſiſt 


tence : This they call knowing the World, and 
fading Men and Manners: Thus furniſhed, they 
come up to Town; reckon all their Errors for Ac- 
compliſhments, borrow the neweſt Set of Phraſes 3 
nd if they take a Pen into their Hands, all the odd 
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the former) which hath contributed not a little td 


ind a third in the Suburbs; and in a few Years, it 


n reading the daily Traſh ſent down to them from 


Words they have picked up in a Coffee-Houſe, or 
i Gaming Ordinary, * produced as Flowers of 
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under the Names of Trips, Spies, Amuſements, and 


ſome Years paſt. | To this we owe that ſtrange | 
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Style; and the Orthography refined to the utmoſi; | 
To this we owe thoſe monſtrous Productions, which 


other conceited Appellations, have over-run us for 


Race of Wits, Who tell us they write to the H. 
mur of the Age. And I wiſh I could ſay, theſe i - 
quaint Fopperies were wholly abſent from graver | 4 
Subjects. In ſhort, I would undertake to fhew your 110 
Lordſhip ſeveral Pieces, where the Beauties of this * 
Kind are ſo predominant, that with all your Skill in % 
Languages, you could never be able either to read you 
or underſtand them. 7 ee. 
Bur I am very much miſtaken, if many of theſe WM... 
falſe Refinements among us, do not ariſe from 2 S , 
Principte which would quite deſtroy their Credit, I „hie 
if it were well underſtood and conſidered. For If ly t 
am afraid, my Lord, that with all the real good Choi 
Qualities of our Country, we are naturally not very ſte 
polite. This perpetual Diſpoſition to ſhorten our 2 
Words, by retrenching the Vowels, is nothing elle *M | 
but a Fendency to a. into the Barbarity of thoſe "ay 
Northern Nations from whom we are deſcended] Wor 
and whoſe Languages labour all under the ſame Def . | 
fe&. For it is worthy our Obſervation, that thq "Mx 
Spaniards, the French, and the Italians, althougnl wh 
derived from the ſame Northern Anceſtors wit 7 — 
our ſelves, are, with the utmoſt Difficulty taugt 
to pronounce our Words; which the Swedes and. *s ; 
Danes, as well as the Germans and the Dutch, at iſt mY 
tain to with Eaſe, becauſe our Syllables reſemb! * Ga 


theirs, in the Roughneſs and Frequency of Conlc 

nants. Now, as we ſtruggle with an ill Climate ti 0 oy 

improve the nobler Kinds of Fruits; are at the Ev” © 
pe 


. 


| Lord High-Treaſurer. 1957 
„ I pence of Walls to receive and reverberate the faing 
oft: 1 avs of the Sun, and fence againſt the Northern 
ach Blaſts; we ſometimes by the Help of a good Soil 
and equal the Productions of warmer Countries, who 
; for Bi jave no need to be at ſo much Coſt or Care: It 
inge is the ſame Thing with reſpect to the politer Arts 
= mong us; and the ſame Defe& of Heat which 
nee x 


aver 
your 


to that Roughneſs of our Language, which bears 
dome Analogy to the harſh Fruit of colder Coun- 
f thus ries. For I do not reckon, that we want a Ge- 
all in i %¼s more than the reſt of our Neighbours : But 

jour Lordſhip will be of my Opinion, that 


x 4 
4 
168 ; 
read 
7 
| 5 
- 


6 


thele Wi wes as much as we can; and be careful whom 
rom 2 ll © employ, whenever we deſign to correct them; 
oredit, f vhich is a Work that hath hitherto been aſſumed 
For 15 by the leaſt qualified Hands: Sp that if the 
I good choice had been left to me, I would rather have 
Xt very ig uſted the Refinement of our Language, as far as 
en Ou relates to Sound, to the Judgment of the Wo- 
ng elle nen, than of illiterate Court: F ops, half-witted Por 
Lew ts, and Univerſity-Boys. For, it is plain, that 
CENUwy 


Women in their Manner of corrupting Words, do 


me * Wrturally diſcard the Conſonants, as we do the 
hat ig Vowels. What I am going to tell your Lordſhip, 
Ky ppears very trifling ; that more than once, where 
rs 


bme of both Sexes were in Company, I have per- 
ſuaded two or three of each to take a Pen, and 
write down a Number of Letters joined together, 
juſt as it came into their Heads; and upon reading 


y taugh 
edes and 


C h 3 at 
reſembl 
Conſe 
n mate t 
t the El 

dene 


had writ, by the frequent encountering of rough 
onſanants, to ſound like High-Duth ; and _—_ 
ther 


ges a Fierceneſs to Qur Natures, may contribute 


we ought to ſtruggle with theſe natural Diſadvan- 


this Gibberiſh we have found that which the Men 
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| to avoid their Miſtakes. Beſides rhe Grammar-| 


0 A Leyren to the. 
her by the Women, like Italian, abounding 


Vowels and Liquids. Now, although I would oh - 
no Means give Ladies the Trouble of advifing w | 
in the Reformation of our Language; yet "iy can. v 
not help thinking, that ſince they have been «| i 
our of all Meetings, except Parties at Play, or where 1 
worſe Deſigns are carried on, our Converſation hah 10 
very much degenerated, | by 
- by order to reform our Language ; - I conceive, | ' 
y Lord, that a free judicious Choice ſhould | £ 
ade of ſuch Perſons, as are generally allowed t o A: 
be | beſt qualified | for ſuch a Work, without any re. 5 
gard to Quality, Party, or Profeſſion. Theſe to af 3 i 
certain Number, at leaſt, ſhould aſſemble at me 10 
pointed Time and Place, and fix on Rules by _s 
which they defign to proceed. What Method 7 
they will take, 15 not for me to preſcribe. You: | 3 
Lordſhip, and other Perſons in great Employment, = 
might p leaſe to be of the Number: And I am afraid, Var 
ſuch a 3 would want your Inſtruction and 10 
Example, as much as your Protection: For I have, * 
not without a little Envy, obſerved of late the Style 3 
of ſome great Miniſters very much to exceed thai | 3 
of any other Productions. 5 
Tur Perſons who are to undertake this Work, 48 
will have the Example of the French before them, g 16 


to imitate where theſe have proceeded right, and 3 


part, wherein we are allowed to be very defective, 
they will obſerve many groſs Improprieties, which 1 

owever authorized by Practice, and grown fami- Nor 5 
Bar, ought to be diſcarded. They will find many 
Words that deſerve to be utterly thrown out of our 


Language many more to be gorr ected, and perhaps: 0 * 8 


8 N 
d by 
can- | 
here 


few, long fince antiquated, which ought to be 
reſtored, on Account of their Energy and Sound. 
But what I have moſt at Heart, is, that ſome 
Method ſhould be _ on for Aſcertaining and 
Fixing our Language or ever, after ſuch Altera- 
tions are made in it as ſhall be thought requiſite. 
For I am of Opinion, that it is better a Language 
ſhould not be wholly perfe&, than that it RRould 
be perpetually Changing ; and we muſt giye over at 
one Time or other, or at length infallibly change 
for the worſe : As the Romans did, when they be- 
gan to quit their Simplicity of Style for affected Re- 


deire, 
id be 
ed to 
ny Te- 1 
eto 
ſome 
les by 
ethods | 

Your | 
ment. 
afraid, 
n and 


have, 


Authors, which ended by Degrees in many Barba- 
fties, even before the Cothss had invaded Italy. 
Taz Fame of our Writers is uſually confined to 
theſe two Iflands ; and it is hard it ſhould be li- 
nited in Time as much as Place, by the perpetual 
Variations of our Speech. It is your Lordſhip's 
Obſervation, that if it were not for the Bible and 
Snle lammon-Prayer- Boo in the vulgar Tongue, we 
by 0 could hardly be able to underſtand any t ing that 
ed t * vas written among us an Hundred Year ago; which 
Work certainly true: For thoſe Books being perpetual- 


them, read in Churches, have proved a Kind of Stand- 


Wl ad tor Language, eſpecially ro the common People, 


And I doubt whether the Alterations ſince intro- 
duced, have added much to the Beauty or Strength 
of the Engliſh Tongue, although they haye taken 
off a great deal from that Simplicity, which is one 
of the greateſt Perfections in any Language. You 


ammat- | 
fective, 
which 


n fami- 


d man) Any Lord, who are ſo converſant in the fared 
t of our 


haps not 


a 


Writings, and ſo great a Judge of them in their 
Originals; will agree, that no Tranſlation our 


Country 


Tord High-Treaſurer. „ 


fn*ments; ſuch as we meet in Tacitus and other 
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country ever yet produced, hath come up to thy! 2 


of the Old and New Teftament : And by the many N þ 
peautiful Paſſages which I have often had the Ho- n 
nour to hear your Lordſhip cite from thence, 1 4 
am perſuaded that the 'Tranſlators of the Bible were I 6: 
Maſters of an Engliſh Stile much fitter for th at e 
Work, than any we ſee in our preſent Writings, MW # 
which I take to be owing to the Simplicity that th 
runs through the Whole. Then, as to the great. I 
eſt Part of our Liturgy, compiled long before the I «0 
Tranſlation of the Bible now in uſe, and little al. WY 
fered ſince; there ſeem to be in it as great Strains of 7 rat 
true ſublime Eloquence, as are any where to be ll i 
found in our Language; which every Man of good ye 
Taſte will obſerve in the Communion- Service, that _ 

* 


of Burial, and other Parts. 


Bur, where I ſay that I would have our Lan- IU 
guage, after it is duly correct, always to laſt; 1 fore 
do not mean that it ſhould neyer be enlarged: the. 
Provided, that no Word, which a Society (hall neſe 
give a Sanction to, be afterwards antiquated and eerv 
exploded, they may have Liberty to receive What- 7 he 
ever new ones they ſhall find Occaſion for: Be bu. 
cauſe then the old Books will yet be always valu-Y Rep 
ble according to their intrinfick Worth, and not .... 
thrown afide on Account of unintelligible Word por 
and Phraſes, which appear harſh and uncouth, only G 
becauſe they are out of Faſhion. Had the Roman Wes 
Tongue continued vulgar in that City till this Time bers 
it would have been abſolutely neceſſary, from tho t pr 
mighty Changes that have been made in Lav mor, 
and Religion; from the many Terms of Art re our! 
quired in Trade and in War; from the new Inf __ 
ventions that have happened in the World; Tt 1 3 
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the vaſt ſpreading of Navigation and Commerce; 
with many other obvious Circumſtances, to have 
made gr eat Additions to that Language ; yet the 
Antients would ſtill have been aead,: and under- 
flood with Pleaſure and Eaſe. 'The Greek Tongue 
received many Enlargements between the Time of 
Homer, and that of Plutarch; yet the former Au- 
thor was probably as well underſtood in Trajar's 
Time, as the latter. What Horace ſays of Words 
going off, and periſhing like Leaves, and new ones 
coming in their Place, is a Misfortune he laments, 
zather than a Thing he approves : But I cannot ſee 


f good were, what would have become of his Monumentum 
cee perennius. . 1 
| Writing by Memory only, as I do at preſent, 
would gladly keep within my Depth; and there- 
fore ſhall not ęnter into further Particulars. Nei- 
ther do I pretend more than to ſhew the Uſeful- 
eſs of this Deſign, and to make ſome general Ob- 
ſervations; leaving the reſt to that Society, which 
[ hope will owe its Inſtitution and Patronage to 
jour Lordſhip. Beſides, I would willingly avoid 
Repetition; having about a Year ago, communi- 
cated to the Publick, much of what I had to offer 
upon this Subject, by the Hands of an ingenious 
* Gentleman, 'who for a long Time did thrice a 
Week divert or inſtru& the 1 by his Pa- 
pers; and is ſuppoſed to purſue the ſame Deſign 
at preſent, under the Title of Spectator. This Au- 
in L thor, who hath tried the Force and Compaſs of 


Art reſſ our Language with ſo much Succeſs, agrees en- 
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tirely 


why this ſhould be abſolutely neceſſary, or if it 
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and 


= A Lrrrix to the | 
tirely with me in moſt of my Sentiments relating g 
to it: So do the greateſt Part of the Men of Wy | 


Learning, whom [I have had the Happineſs to 


converſe with: And therefore I imagine, that ſuch 
a Society would be pretry unanimous in the main 
Points. e 

Tou Lordſhip muſt allow, that ſuch a Work 
as this, brought to Perfection, would very much 
contribute to the Glory of Her Majeſty's Reign; 
which ought to be recorded in Words more durable 
than Braſs, and ſuch as our Poſterity may read a 
thouſand Years hence, with Pleaſure as well as 
Admiration. I have always diſapproved that falſe 
Compliment to Princes; That the moſt laſting Mo- 
nument they can have, is the Hearts of their Sub- 
Je&s. It is indeed their greateſt preſent Felicity 
to reign in their Subjects Hearts; but theſe are 
too periſhable to preſerve their Memories, which 
can only be done by the Pens of able and faithful 
Hiſtorians. And I take it to be your Lordſhip's 
Duty, as prime Miniſter, to give Order for inſpect- 


ing 


the Hiſtory 


our Language, and rendering it fit to record 
of ſo great and good a Princeſs. Be- 


fides, my Lord, as diſintereſted as you appear to 
the World, I am convinced, that no Man is more 
in the Power of a prevailing favourite Paſſion than 
your ſelf; I mean, that Deſire of true and laſting 


through every Stage of your Life. To this you 
have often ſacrificed your Intereſt, your Eaſe, and 


your Health: For preſerving and encreaſing this, 
you have expoſed your Perſon to ſecret 'Treachery, . | 
There is not perhaps an Ex- | 


and open Violence. -4 
ſo ſhort | 


ample in Hiſtory of any Miniſter, who in 


a Time 


3 


Honour, which you have born along with you 


7 
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Time hath performed {c nany great Things, and 
overcome ſo many great Wifficulties Now, al- 
though I am fully convinced, that you fear God, 
honour your Queen, and love your Country, ag 
much as any of your Fellow-Subje&s; yet I muſt 
believe, that the Deſire of Fame hath been no in- 
conſiderable Motive to quicken you in the Purſuit 
of thoſe Actions which will beſt deſerve it. But, 
it the ſame Time, I muſt be ſo plain as to tell your 
Lordſhip, that if you will not take ſome Care to 
ſettle our Language, and put it into a State of Con- 
nuance ; I cannot promiſe that your Memory ſhall 
be preſerved aboye an Hundred Years, further than 
hy imperfet Tradition. 7 


dur Anceſtors, to preſerve the Memory of Times 


and Politeneſs, as we are pleaſed to call it. The 
ude Latin of the Monks is fill very intelligible ; 
whereas, had their Records been delivered down 
only in the yulgar Tongue, ſo barren and ſo bar- 
karous, ſo ſubje& to continual ſucceeding Changes; 
they could not now be underſtood, unleſs by Anti- 
quaries, Who made it their Study to expound them: 


dus Men of low Genius would think fit to give us: 
And even theſe, jn the next Age, would .be like- 
wiſe ſwallowed up in ſucceeding Collections. If 
Things go on at this Rate; all I can promiſe your 
Lordſhip, is, that about two Hundred Years hence, 
lome painful Compiler, who will be at the Trou- 


| lle of ſtudying old Language, may inform the 


World, 


As barbarous and ignorant as we were in former 
Centuries; there was more effectual Care taken by 


ind Perſons, than we find in this Age of Learning | 


ind we muſt, at this Day, have been content with _ 
uch poor Abſtracts of our Engliſh Story, as Jabori- 
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204 ALTER to the : 5 
World, that in the Reign of Queen Anne, Rabert 
Earl of Oxford, a very wife and excellent Man, 


was made High-Treaſurer, and ſaved his Country, 
which in thoſe Days was almoſt ruined by a foreign 
War, and a domeſtick Faction. Thus much he may 
be able to pick out, and willing to transfer into his 
new Hiſtory ; but the reſt of your Character, which 
I. or any other Writer, may now value our ſelves 3 
by drawing; and the particular Account of the 
great Things done under your Miniſtry, for which 
you are already ſo celebrated in moſt Parts of Eu- 
rope, will probably be dropt, on Account of the 
antiquated Style, and Manner they are delivered 


In. 


1 


Age or two ſhall hardly be underſtood without an 
Interpreter? This is like employing an excellent 
Statuary to work upon mouldring Stone. Thoſe 
who apply their Studies to preſerve the Memory ot 
others, will always have ſome Concern for their 
own. And ] believe it is. for this Reaſon, that ſo 


few Writers among us, of any Diſtinction, have | 
turned their Thoughts to ſuch a diſcouraging Em- 
ployment : For the beſt Engliſbp Hiſtorian muſt lie 
under this Mortification, that when his Style grows 
antiquated, he will be only confidered as a tedious | 
Relater of Facts; and perhaps conſulted in his Turn, 
among other negle&ed Authors, to furniſh Material N 


tor ſome future Collector. 90 


How then ſhall any Man, who hath a Genius 
for Hiſtory, equal to the beſt of the Antients, be 
able to undertake ſuch a Work with Spirit and 
Chearfulneſs, when he conſiders, that he will be 
read with Pleaſure but a very few Years, and in an 
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1 povsr your Lordſhip is but ill entertained with 
| few ſcattered Thoughts, upon a Subject that de- 
WM {:cves to be treated with Ability and Care: How- 
gn : wer, I muſt beg Leave to add a few Words more, 
nay perhaps not altogether foreign to the fame Matter. 
his U know not wherher that which Iam going to ſay, 
may paſs for Caution, Advice, or Reproach; any of 
which will be juſtly thought very improper from 
one in my Station, to one in yours. However, I 
muſt venture to affirm, that if Genius and Learni 
be not encouraged under your Lordſhip's Admini- 
tration, you are the moſt inexcuſeable Perſon alive. 
All your other Virtues, my Lord, will be defective 


rt 
an, 
try, 


Nature; that perpetual Agreeableneſs of Converſa- 
tion, ſo diſengaged in the Midſt of ſuch a Weight 
of Buſineſs and Oppoſition ; even your Juſtice, Pru- 
Lence, and Magnanimity, will ſhine leſs bright 
TJ vithour it. Your Lordſhip is univerſally allowed 
s poſſeſs a very large Portion in moſt Parts of Lite- 
ature; and to this you owe the cultivating thoſe 
many Virtues, which otherwiſe would have been 
ſs adorned, or in lower Perfection. Neither can 
you acquit your ſelf of theſe Obligations, without 
letting the Arts, in their Turn, ſhare your Influence 
and Protection. Beſides, who knows but ſome true 
Cenius may happen to ariſe under your Miniſtry, 
exortus ut ætherius Sol, Every Age might, per- 
haps, produce one or two of theſe to adorn it, if 
they were not ſunk under the Cenſute and Obloquy 
of plodding, ſervile, imitating Pedants: I do not 
mean by a true Genius, any bold Writer, who 
breaks through the Rules of Decency to diſtinguiſh 
himſelf by the Singularity of Opinions; but one, 
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406 A Lerrix to the 
who upon 4 deſetving Subject, is able to open nen Con 
. diſcover a Vein of true _ = BG 
Thinking, which never efitered into any Imagina- Bs 
tion before: Every Stroke of whoſe Pen is worth i Fnd 
all the Paper blotted by Hundreds of others in the | ed 
3 of their Lives. I know, my Lord, your =” i 
Friends will offet in your Defence, that in your pri. Wl <7 
_ vate Capacity, you never fefuſed your Purſe and I ſery 
Credit, to the Service and Support of learned or in. dvi 
genious Men : And that ever ſince you have been in ro! 
publick Employment, you have conſtantly beſtowed lf t 
Favours to the moſt deſerving Perſons. Burl of Y 
eſire your Lordſhip not to be deceived : We never | | 
will admit of theſe Excuſes; nor will allow your | bon 
private Liberality, as great as it is. to attone for you wick 
exceſſive pubhck 'Thrift; But here again, I am Gal, 
afraid moſt good Subje&s will interpoſe in your De- * 
fence, by alledgin ng the deſperate Condition you Þ s 
found the Nation in, and the Neceflity there wa | _— 
for ſo able and faithful a Steward to retfieve it, | ＋ 
poſſible, by the utmoſt Frugality. We grant all dest 
this, my Lord; but then, it ought nkewife to be . 
conſidered, that you have already ſaved ſeveral Mil dein 
tions to the Publick; and that what we ask is too 
inconfiderable to break into any Rules of the ſtrict- 
eft good Husbandry. The French King beſtous 
about half a Dozen Penſions to learned Men in ſe- 
veral Parrs of Europe ; and perhaps a Dozen in his | 
own Kingdom; which, in the whole, do probably | 
not amount to half the Income of many a private | 
Commoner in England; yet have more contributed | 1 
to the Glory of that Prince, than any Million he 
hath otherwiſe employed. For Learning, like all 
true Merit, is eaſily ſatisfied ; whilſt the Falſe and 


Lord Higb-Tredſurer. 207 
Counterfeit is perpetually craving, and never thinks 
i hath enough. The ſmalleſt Favour given by a 
great Prince, as a Mark of Eſteem, to reward the 
Endowments of the Mind, never fails to be return- 
ed with Praiſe and Gratitude, and loudly celebrated 
to the World. I have known, ſome Years ago, ſe- 
reral Penſions given to particular Perſons, (how de- 
ſerredly I ſhall not enquire) any one of which, if 
divided into ſmaller Parcels, and diſtributed by the 
Crown to thoſe who might, upon Occaſion, diſtin- 
zuin themſelves by ſome extraordinary Production 
of Wit or Learning; would be amply ſufficient th 
anſwer the End. Or, if any ſuch Perſons were 
above Money, (as every great Genius certainly is, 
with very moderate Conveniencies of Life) a Me- 
dal, or ſome Mark of Diſtinction, would do full as 
vel. 

Bur I forget my Province; and find my {ſelf 
turning Proje&or before I am aware; although it be 
one of the laſt Characters under which I ſhould 
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when I have the Ambition of aſpiring to that of 
being, with the greateſt Reſpe& and Truth, 
My LORD, 
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deſire to appear before your Lordſhip; eſpecially 


and moſt Humble Servant, a 
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„ Lxnobon it were againſt my Know- I voulc 
ledge, or Advice, that you entered in- ] Perlo 
to Holy Orders, under the preſent I their 
& Diſpofitions of Mankind towards the TH niſhe! 

— Cpyrch; yet, ſince it is now ſuppoſed * FF them 
too late to recede, (at leaſt according to the general nume 
Practice and Opinion, ) I cannot forbear offering my FJ men 
1 Thonghts V. 


Dated January 9. 1719-20. 
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Thoughts to you upon this new Condion of Liſa 
you are engaged in. | 


I covLD heartily wiſh that the Circumſtances of 


your Fortune had enabled you to have continued 


ſome Years longer in the Univerſity, at leaſt, until, 


you were ten Years ſtanding ; to have laid in a 


competent Stock of human Learning, and ſome- 


Knowledge in Divinity, before you attempted to 


appear in the World: For I cannot but lament the 


common Courſe, which at leaſt Nine in 'Ten of 


Y thoſe, who enter into the Miniſtry, are obliged to 


un. When they have taken a Degree, and are 
conſequently grown a Burden to their Friends; 


who now think themſelves fully diſcharged; they 


get into Orders as ſoon as they can, (upon which 
| ſhall make no Remarks, ) firſt ſollicit a Reader- 
ſhip, and if they be very fortunate, arrive in Time 
to a Curacy here in Town; or elſe are ſent to 
be Aſſiſtants in the Country, where they probably 
continue ſeveral Years (many of them their whole 
Lives) with thirty or forty Pounds a Year for their 
dupport, until ſome Biſhop, who happens to be 
not over-ſtocked with Relations, or attached to Fa- 
rourites, or is content to ſupply his Dioceſe with- 
out Colonies from England, beſtows them ſome 
inconſiderable Benefice; when it is odds they are 
already encumbered with a numerous Family. I 


| would be glad to know what Intervals of Life ſuch 
|} Perſons can poſſibly ſer apart for Improvement of 
their Minds; or which Way they could be fur- 


niſhed with Books; the Library they brought with 


{| them from their College being uſually not the moſt 
FJ lumerous, or judiciouſly choſen. If ſuch Gentle- 
nen arrive to be great Scholars, It muſt, I think, 
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be either by Means ſupernatural, or by a Method but 
altogether out of any Road yet known to the | ming 
Learned. But I conceive the Fact directly other- culia 
wiſe; and that many of them loſe the greateſt Part | any 
of the ſmall Pittance they received at the Univer- upon 
my. "Big | : | _ MW then 
I TAxz it for granted, that you intend to purſue WM make 
the beaten 'Track, and are already defirous to be ; fequi 
ſeen in a Pulpit ; only I hope you will think it pro- ; hs 
per to paſs your Quarentine among ſome of the Wi Fault 
deſolate Churches five Miles round this Town, Ml (411 
where you may at leaſt learn to read and to ſpeak, i T 
before you venture to expoſe your Parts in a City- JM ic 
Congregation : Not that theſe are better Judges, by th 
but becauſe if a Man muſt needs expoſe his Folly, Fl whi ; 
it is more ſafe and diſcreet to do ſo, before few dle. 
Witneſſes, and in a ſcattered Neighbourhood, 4 ll D 
And you will do well, if you can prevail upon il 470, 
ſome intimate and judicious Friend to be your con- Liſt 
ſtant Hearer, and allow him with the utmoſt Free- new 
dom to give you Notice of whatever he ſhall find , 
amiſs either in your Voice or Geſture; for want ther 
of which early Warning, many Clergymen com my c 
nue defe&ive, and ſometimes ridiculous, to the this 
End of their Lives : Neither is it rare to obſerve me i 
among excellent and learned Divines, a certain un put rx 
racious Manner, or an unhappy Tone of Voice, man 
which they never have been able to ſhake off. vill! 
I covLD likewife have been glad, if you had ap 3 
plied your ſelf a little more to the Study of tha by tk 
Engliſh Language, than I fear you have done ; the tings, 
Neglect whereof is one of the moſt general Dey I wa 
fe&s among the Scholars of this Kingdom, wha kney 
. ſeem to have not the leaſt Conception of a Stilkyſ| yy, 


but 
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A Letter to a young Gentlemah. 
but run on in a flat Kind of Phraſeology, often 
mingled with barbarous Terms and Expreſſions, pe- 
culiar to the Nation: Neither do I perceive that 
any Perſon either finds or ackriowledges his Wants 


upon this Head, of in the leaſt defites to have 


them ſupplyed. Proper Words in proper Places; 
make the true Definition of a Stile : But this would 
require too ample a Diſquiſition to be now dwelt 


on. However, I ſhall venture to name ore or two 


Faults, which are eaſy to be remedied with a very 
{mall Portion of Abilities. 
Tas firſt, is the frequent Uſe of obſcure Terms, 
which by the Women are called hard Words, and 
by the better Sort of Vulgar, ine Language; than 
which I do not know a more univerſal, inexcuſa- 
ble, and unneceſſary Miſtake among the Clergy 
al Diſtinctions, but eſpecially the younger Prac- 
itionets. I have been curious enough to take a 
Liſt of ſeveral hundred Words in a Sermon of a 
new Beginner, which not one of his Hearers a- 
mong a Hundred, could poſſibly underſtand : Nei- 
ther can J eafily call to Mind any Clergyrhari of 
my own Acquaintance who is wholly exempt from 
this Error; although many of them agree with 
me in the Diſlike of the Thing. But I am apt to 
put my ſelf in the Place of the Vulgar, and think 
many Words difficult or obſcure, which the Preacher 
will not allow to be fo, becauſe thoſe Words are ob- 
vious to Schollars. I believe the Method obſerved 
by the famous Lord Falkland, in ſome of his Wri- 
tings, would not be an ill one for young Divines : 
I was aſſured by an old Perſon of Quality, who 
knew him well ; that when he doubted 'whether 4 
Word were perfectly intelligible nor no, he uſed to 
© 1 conſult 
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conſult one of his Lady's Chambermaids, (not the 
Waiting woman, becauſe it was poſſible ſhe might 
be converſant in Romances,) and by her Judg- 
ment was guided, whether to receive or reje@ it. 
And if that great Perſon thought ſuch a Caution 
neceſſary in Treatiſes offered to the learned World; 
It will be ſure, at leaſt as proper in Sermons, where 
the meaneſt Hearer is ſuppoſed to be concerned; 
and where very often a Lady's Chambermaid may 


be allowed to equal half the Congregation, both as 
to Quality and Underſtanding. But I know not 
how it comes to paſs, that Profeſſors in moſt Arts 
and Sciences are generally the worſt qualified to 
explain their Meanings to thoſe who are not of 
their Tribe: A common Farmer ſhall make you 
underſtand in three Words, that his Foot is out of 3 
Joint, or his Collar-bone broken; wherein a. Sur- 3 
geon, after a hundred Terms of Art, if you are not 
2 Scholar, ſhall leave you to ſeek. It is frequently 
the ſame Caſe in Law, Phyſick, and even many of 


the meaner Arts. 1 
Axp upon this Account it is, that among hard 
Words, I number likewiſe thoſe which are peculiar 


to Divinity as it is a Science; becauſe I have ob- 
ſerved ſeveral Clergymen, otherwiſe little fond of | 


obſcure 'Terms, yet in their Sermons very liberal 


of thoſe which they find in Ecclefiaſtical Wri- | 
ters, as if it were our Duty to underſtand them: 


Which I am ſure it is not. And I defy the great- 
eſt Divine, to produce any Law either of God or 


Man, which obliges me to comprehend the Mean- 
ing of Omniſcience, Omnipreſence, Ubiquity, Attri- | 


K "— * 


!!!. hs Et pe eng 
n C 5 ' 


3 


bute, Beatifick Viſion, with a Thouſand others ſo 
frequent in Pulpits; any more than that of Excen- | 
| | trick, 
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trick, Idioſyncracy, Entity, and the like. I believe, 


uſed in Holy Writ, particularly by St. Paul, might 
with more Diſcretion be changed into plaiger 
Speech, except when. they are introduced as part 
of a Quotation. | . 

I am the more earneſt in this Matter, becauſe 
it is a general Complaint, and the juſteſt in the 
World. For a Divine hath nothing to ſay to the 


which he may not expreſs in a Manner to be un- 
derſtood by the meaneſt among them. And this 
Aſſertion muſt be true, or elſe God requires from 
us more than we are able to perform. However, 
not to contend whether a Logician might poſſibly 
put a Caſe that would ſerve 155 an Exception; L 
will appeal to any Man of Letters, whether at leaſt 


might not be changed into eaſy ones, ſuch as na- 
turally firſt occur to ordinary Men, and probabl 

did ſo at firſt to thoſe very Gentlemen, who 1 15 
fond of the former. 


Pulpits, on Account of our Ignorance in Things ſa- 
cred ; and perhaps with Juſtice enough : However, 


tleman thinks it ſafe or . prudent to ſend a Servant 
with a Meſſage, without repeating it more than 
once, and endeayouring to put it into Terms 
brought down to the Capacity of the Bearer : 
Yet after all this Care, it is frequent for Servants 
to miſtake, and ſometimes occaſion Miſunderſtand- 
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[ may venture to inſiſt further, that many Terms 


wiſeſt Congregation of any Pariſh in this Kingdom, 


nineteen in twenty of thoſe perplexing Words 


W are often reproved by Divines from the 


it is not very reaſonable. for them to expect, that 
common Men ſhould underſtand Expreſſions, which 
are never made uſe of in common Life. No Gen- 
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 ipgs between Friends; although the common Do- 
meſticks in ſome Gentlemen's Families, may have 


the ordinary Sart of 'Tradeſmen. 
I is uſual for Clergymen who are taxed with 
this learned Defe&, to quote Dr. Tillotſon, and 
other famous Divines in their Defence; without 
confidering the Difference between elaborate Diſ- 
caurſes upon important Occaſions, delivered to 
Princes or Parliaments, written with a View of 
being made publick ; and a plain Sermon intended 
for the Middle or lower Size of People. Neither 
do they ſeem to remember the many Alterations, 
Additions, and Expungings made by great Authors, 
in thoſe Treatiſes which they prepare for the Pub- 
lick, Befides, that excellent Prelate above-men- 
tioned, was known to preach after a much more 
Popular Manner in the City Congregations : And 
if in thoſe Parts of his Works, he be any where 
too obſcure for the Underſtandings of many, who 
may be ſuppoſed to have been his Hearers ; it 
ought to be numbered among his Omiſſions. 


+ 


hath wholly taken many of them off from their ſe- 
verer Studies in the Univerſity; which they have 
exchanged for Plays; Poems, and Pamphlets, in 
order to qualify 


Houſes. 'This they uſually call Polite Converſation, 
knowing the World, and reading Men inftead of 
Books. Theſe Accompliſhments, when applied in 

the Pulpit, appear by a quaint, terſe, florid Style, 
rounded into Periods and Cadencies, commonly 
have li- 


ſtened 


without either Propriety or Meaning. I 


Tux Fear of being thought Pedants hath been 
of pernicious Conſequence to young Divines, This 


them for Tea-Tables and Coffee- 
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ſtened with my utmoſt Attention for half an Hour 
to an Orator of this Species, without being able to 
underſtand, much leſs to carry away one ſingle 
Sentence out of a whole Sermon. Others, to ſhew 
that their Studies have not been confined to Sci- 
ences, or ancient Authors, will talk in the Style 
of a gaming Ordinary, and White Friars ; where 1 
ſuppoſe the Hearers can be little edified by the 
Terms of Palming, Shuffling, Biting, Bamboozling, 
and the like, if they have not been ſometimes con- 


verſant among Pick-pockets and Sharpers, And 


truly, as they ſay, a Man is known by his Com- 
pany ; ſo it ſhould ſeem, that a Man's Company 
may be known by his Manner of expreſſing him- 
elf, either in publick Aſſemblies, or private Con- 
verſation. | 

Ir would be endleſs to run over the ſeveral De- 
{e&s of Style among us: I ſhall therefore ſay no- 


thing of the mean and the paultry, (which are 


uſually attended by the fuſtian,) much leſs of the 
lovenly or indecent. 
you againſt : The firſt is, the Frequency of flat, 
unneceſſary Epithets; and the other is, the Folly 
of uſing old thread-bare Phraſes, which will often 


make you go out of your Way to find and apply 


them; are nauſeous to rational Hearers, and will 
{cldom expreſs your Meaning as well as your own 
natural W ords, | | „5 


liſb Tongue be roo little cultivated in this King- 


dom; yet the Faults are nine in ten owing to Af. 


fectation, and not to the want of Underſtanding. 
When a Man's Thoughts are clear, the ks, 
Words will generally offer themſelves firſt ; and his 

. | own 
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own Judgment will dire& him in what Order to | 
place them, ſo as they may be beſt underſtood. 
here Men err againſt this Merhod, it is uſually | 
on Purpoſe, and to ſhew their Learning, their Ora- 
fory, their Politeneſs, or their Knowledge of the 5 
World. In ſhort, that Simplicity, without which 
no human Performance can arrive to any great Per- 
F than in 


fection, is no where more eminently uſefi 


this. 1 


I nav been confidering that Part of Oratory, 
Which relates to the moving of the Paſſions: This, 
I obſerve, is in Eſteem and Practice among ſome 

Laach, 1 
ers and Hearers of the Fanatick or Enthufiaftick | 
Strain. I will here deliver to you (perhaps with | 
more Freedom than Prudence) my Opinion upon 


Church Divines, as well as among all the 


the Point. 2 . 


Tux two great Orators of Greece and Rome, De- 
moſtbenes and Cicero, although each of them a Lea - 
der (or, as the Greeks called it, a Demagague) in a 
popular State; yet ſeem to differ in their Practice 
upon this Branch of their Art: The former, who 
had to deal with a People of much more Politeneſs, 
Learning, and Wit, laid the goon Weight of his | 


Oratory upon the Strength of his Arguments offer- 


ed to their Underſtanding and Reaſon ; Whereas, | 
Tully conſidered the Diſpoſitions of a ſincere, more 


ignorant, and lefs mercurial Nation, by dwelling al- 
moſt entirely on the pathetick Part, | 
Bur the principal Thing to be remembered is, 
that the conſtant Deſign of both theſe Orators in all 
their Speeches, was to drive ſome one particular 
Point; either the Condemnation, or Acquittal of an 


accuſed Perſon; a perſuaſive to War, the enforcing 


0 
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of a Law, and the like; which was determined up- 
on the Spot, according as the Orators on either Side 
prevailed. And here it was often found of abſolute 
Neceſſity to enflame, or cool the Paſſions of the 
Audience ; eſpecially at Rome, where Tully ſpoke, 
and with whoſe Writings young Dryines (I mean 


thoſe among them who read old Authors) are more 


converſant than with thoſe of Demoſthenes; who, 
by many Degrees, excelled the other, at leaſt as an 
Orator. But I do not ſee how this Talent of mo. 
ring Paſſions, can be of any great Uſe towards di - 


fecting Chriſtian Men in the Conduct of their 


Lives, at leaſt in theſe Northern Climates; where, 
am confident, the ſtrongeſt Eloquence of that 
Kind will leave few Impreſſions upon any of out 
Spirits, deep enough to laſt till the next Morping, 
or rather to the next Meal. | 

Bur what hath chiefly put me out of conceie 
with this moving Manner of Preaching, is the fre- 
quent Diſappointment it meets with. I know a 
Gentleman, who made it a Rule in Reading, to, skip 
over all Sentences where he ſpied a Note of Admi- 
ration at the End. I believe, thoſe Preachers wha 
abound in Epiphonemas, if they look about them, 
would find one Part of their Congregation out of 
Countenance, and the other aſleep; except, per- 
haps, an old Female Beggar or two in the Iſles, who 


(it they be fincere) may probably groan at the 


Sound, | 

Nor is it a Wonder that this Expediant ſhould 
ſo often miſcarry, which requires ſo much Art and 
Genius to arrive at any Perfection in it; as every 
Man will find, much ſooner than learn, by conſult- 
ing Cicero himſelf. k 
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I TrHERBEORE. entreat you to make uſe of this 
Faculty (if you be ever ſo. unfortunate as to think 
you have it) as ſeldom, and with as much Caution 
as you can; elſe I may probably have Occafion to 
ſay of you, as a great Perſon ſaid of another upon 
this very Subject. A Lady asked him, coming out 
of Church, whether it were not a very moving Diſ. 
courſe ? Jes, ſaid he, I was extremely ſorry, for the 
Man is my Friend. . 1 
Ikx in Company you offer ſomething for a Jef}, 
and no body ſeconds you in your own Laughter, or 
ſeems to reliſh what you ſaid; you may condemn 
their Taſte, if you pleaſe, and appeal to better Judg- 
ments; but, in the mean Time, it muſt be agreed 
you make a yery indifferent Figure; And it is, at 
leaſt, equally ridiculous to be difappointed in endea- 
vouring to make other Folks grieve, as to make 
them laugh. 3 . 
Apr convincing Reaſon may poſſibly operate 
upon the Mind both of a learned and ignorant 
n as long as they live; and will edify a Thou- 
and Times more than the Art of wetting the Hand- 
kerchiefs of a whole Congregation, if you were ſure 
to attain it. : 
Ir your Arguments be ſtrong, in God's Name 
offer them in as moving a Manner as the Nature 
of the Subject will probably admit; wherein Rex- 
ſon, and good Advice will be your ſafeſt Guides: 
But beware of letting the pathetick Part ſwallow up 
the rational: For, I ſuppoſe, Philoſophers have long 
agreed, that Paſſion ſhould never prevail over 
- AF | 


As I take it, the two principal Branches of 
Preaching, are firſt to tell the People what nl theix 
ut); 
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Duty; and then to convince them that it is ſo. 
The Topicks for both theſe, we know, are brought 
fom Scripture and Reaſon. Upon the former, I 
viſh it were often practiſed to inftru& the Hearers 
in the Limits, Extent, and Compaſs of every Duty, 
which requires a good deal of Skill and Judgment: 
The other Branch is, I think, not ſo difficult. But 
what T would offer upon both, is this; that it 
ſeems to be in the Power of à reaſonable Clergy- 


man, if he will be at the Pains, to make the moſt 


gnorant Man comprehend what is his Duty; and 
o convince him by Arguments, drawn to the Le- 
rel of his Underſtanding, that he ought to perform 
2 | | 

Bur I muſt remember, that my Deſign in this 
Paper was not ſo much to inſtru& you in your Bu- 
ſmels, either as a Clergyman, or a Preacher, as to 
warn you againſt ſome Miſtakes, which are obvious 
to the Generality of Mankind, as well as to me; 
and we, Who are Hearers, may be allowed to have 
ſome Opportunities in the Quality of being Stan- 
ders-by. Only, perhaps, I may now again tranſ- 
pels, by zeug you to expreſs the Heads of your 

viſions in as few and clear Words, as you poſſibl 
can; otherwiſe, I, and many Thodͤſand others, will 
never be able to retain them, nor conſequently to 
carry away a Syllable of the Sermon. 12 

I SHALL now mention a Particular, wherein your 


whole Body will be certainly againſt me; and the 


Laity, almoſt to a Man, on my Side. However it 
came about, I cannot get over the Prejudice of ta- 
king ſome little Offence at the Clergy, for perpe- 
tually reading their Sermons; perhaps, my frequent 
hearing of Foreigners, who never make ale of 

Notes, 
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n, A Litter t0 @ young Gentleman, | 
Notes, may have added to my e And I can. 

not but think, that whatever is read, differs as much 
from what is repeated without Book, as. : 
| doth from an Original. 


At the ſame Time, I am 


highly ſenſible what an extreme Difficulty it would] 
be upon you to alter this Method; and that, in ſuch f 


a Caſe, your Sermons would be much leſs valuable 
than they are, for want of Time to improve and | 


correct them, I would therefore gladly come to af 
Com-premiſe with you in this Matter. I knew af 


Clergyman of ſome Diſtinction, who appeared to 


deliver his Sermon without looking into his Notes; 
which, when I complimented him upon, he aſſured 
me, he could not repeat fix Lines; but his Method | 
was to Write the whole Sermon in a large plain 


Hand, with all the Forms of Margin, Paragraph, 
marked Page, and the like; then on Sunday Morn- 
ing, he took care to run it over five or fix Times, 
which he could do in an Hour; and when he deli- } 
vered it; by pretending to turn his Face from one 


Side to the other, he would (in his own Expreſſion) | 
pick up the Lines, and cheat his People, by making | 


them believe he had it all by Heart. He farther 
added, that whenever he happened, by Neglect, to 
omit any of theſe Circumſtances, the Vogue of the 


Pariſh was, our Doctor gave us but an indifferent 

Sermon to-day. Now among us, many Clergymen | 
act ſo directly contrary to this Method; that from | 
a Habit of ſaving Time and Paper, which they ac. 
quired at the Univerſity, they write in ſo diminu- | 


tive a Manner, with ſuch frequent Blots and Inter- 
lineations, that they are hardly able to go on with- 


out perpetual Hefitations, or extemporary Exple- | 
tives: And I defire to know what can be more in- 
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gxcuſable than to {ee a Divine, and a Scholar, at 4 
los in reading his own Compoſitions; which, it 
; ſuppoſed, he hath been preparing with much 
pains and Thought, for the Inſtruction of. his Peo- 
je, The Want of a little more Care in this Arti- 
de, is the Cauſe of much ungraceful Behaviour. 
ſou will obſerve ſome Clergymen with their Heads 
tld down from the Beginning to the End, within 
nInch of the Cuſhion, to read what is hardly le- 
ble; which, befides the untoward Manner, hin- 
ln them from making the beſt Advantage of their 
Voice : Others, again, have a Trick of popping 
wand down every Moment, from their Paper to 
he Audience, like an idle School-Boy on a Repeti- 


ſon-Day. 3 
one Halt- 


LzT me entreat you therefore, to 
(rown a Year to the Article of Paper; to tranſcribe 
ſour Sermons in as large and plain a Manner as you 
an, and either make no Interlineations, or change 
he whole Leaf: For we, your Hearers, would ra- 
her you ſhould be leſs correct, than perpetually 
ammering; which I take to be one of the worſt 
Weciſms in Rhetorick. And laſtly, read your Ser- 
non once or twice, for a few Days before you 
preach it: To which you will probably anſwer 
lme Years hence, That it was but juſt finiſped 
when the laſt Bell rang to Church; and I ſhall rea- 
lily believe, but not excuſe you. 

I cannor forbear warning you, in the moſt ear- 
neſt Manner, againſt endeavouring at Wit in your 
Sermons : Becauſe, by the ſtricteſt Computation, it 
b very near a Million to One, that you have none; 
and becauſe too many of your Calling, have conſe- 
quently made themſelves everlaſtingly ridiculous by 
| | | . | attempt- 
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* thoſe Philoſophers can ſay for themſelves: The Sy- 


Saviour gave to his. Whatever is further related 4 


attempting it. I remember ſeveral young Men ib! 
this Town, who could never leave the Pulpit un- 
der half a Dozen Conceits; and this Faculty adhered 
to thoſe Gentlemen a longer or ſhorter Time, exa8: 
ly in Proportion to Geir Degrees of Dulneſs: 
Accordingly, I am told that ſome of them retain f 
it to this Day: T heartily wiſh the Brood were at 
 Bxerore you enter into the common unſufferable 
Cant, of taking all Occaſions to diſparage the Hea- 
then Philoſophers; I hope, you will differ from 2 
ſome of your Brethren, by firſt enquiring what 


. r 
A 


ſtem of Morality to be gathered out of the Writ- 5 
ings, or Sayings of thoſe antient Sages, falls undoubt- 
edly very ſhort of that delivered in the Goſpel; 


- 


and wants, befides, the Divine San&ion which out 


4 a 
8 


V 
3 Nn N 


FIVE 


by the Evangeliſts, contains chiefly Matters of F act, 
and conſequently of Faith; ſuch as the Birth of 
Chriſt, his being the Meſſiah, his Miracles, his 
Death, Reſurre&ion, and Aſcenſion: None of 
which can properly come under the Appellation of 
human Wiſdom, being intended only to make us 
wiſe unto Salvation. And therefore in this Point; 
nothing can be juſtly laid to the Charge of the Phi. 
loſophers; further, than that they were ignorant of | 
certain Facts which happened long after their Death. | 


Bur I am deceived, if a better Comment could be ll 1 
any where collected upon the moral Part of the I pini 
Goſpel, than from the Writings of thoſe excellent Y whe 
Men. Even that divine Precept of loving our Ene- dipa 
mies, is at large inſiſted on by Plato; who puts it, I] che) 
as I remember, into the Mouth of Socrates, And © brei 


as | 
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t to the Reptoach of Heatheniſm, I doubt they 
had leſs of it than the corrupted Fews, in whole 
Time they lived. For it is a groſs Piece of Igno- 
| rance among us, to conceive, that in thoſe polite 
and learned Ages, even Perſons of any tolerable 
Education, much leſs the wiſeſt Philoſophers, did 
acknowledge, or worſhip any more than one Al- 
mighty Power, under ſeveral Denominatioris, to 
whom they allowed all thoſe Attributes we aſcribe 
to the Divinity: And, as I take it, human Compre- 
henfion reacheth no further : Neither did our Sa- 
viour think it neceſſary to explain to us the Nature 
of God; becauſe, as I ſuppoſe, it would be impoſ- 
ſible, without beſtowing on us other Faculties than 
we poſſeſs at preſent, But the true Miſery of the 
Heathen World, appears to be what I beforemen- 
tioned, the Want of a Divine San&ion ; without 
which, the Dictates of the Philoſophers failed in 
the Point of Authority; and conſequently the Bulk 
of Mankind lay, indeed, under a great Load of Ig- 
norance, even in the Article of Morality; but the 
Philoſophers themſelves did not. Take the Matter 
in this Light, and it will afford Field enough for a 
Divine to enlarge on; by ſhewing the Advantages 
which the Chriſtian World hath over the Heathen : 
and the abſolute Neceſſity of Divine Revelation, to 
make the Knowledge of the true God, and the 
Practice of Virtne more univerfal in the World. 
1 am not ignorant how much I differ in this O- 
pinion from ſome ancient Farhers in the Church ; 
-ellent who arguing againſt the Heathens, made it a prin- 
r Ene- MI cipal Topick to decry their Philoſophy as much as 
urs it, I they could: Which, I hope, is not altogether our 
And preſent Cale. Beſides, it is to be R's e. that 
as | ES thoſe 
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and in my Judgment, (who ſhould b& unwilling to 
give the leaſt Offence,) appear to be rather moſt 
excellent holy Perſons, than of tranſcendent Genius 
and Learning. Their genuine Writings (for ma- 


ny of them have extreamly ſuffered by ſpuriow | ; 


Additions) are of admirable Uſe for confirming the 
Truth of ancient Doctrines and Diſcipline ; by 
ſhewing the State and Practice of the primitive 
Church. But among ſuch of them, as have fallen 


in my Way, I do not remember any, whoſe Man- 
ner of arguing or exhorting I could heartily recom. EK 


mend to the Imitation of a young Divine, when 
he is to ſpeak from the Pulpit. - Perhaps I judge 
too haſtily, there being ſeveral of them, in whoſe 


Writings I have made very little Progreſs, and in 
others none at all. For I peruſed only ſuch: as were 
recommended to me, at a Time when I had more 
Leiſure, and a better Diſpoſition to read, than have i 


fince fallen to my Share. 


To return then to the Heathen Philoſophers : i 


I hope you will not only give them Quarter, but 
make their Works a conſiderable Part of your Stu- 
dy. 'To theſe I will venture to add the principal 
Orators and Hiſtorians, and perhaps a few of the 
Poets: By the reading of which, you will ſoon diſ- 


cover your Mind and Thoughts to be enlarged, your 


ination extended and refined, your Judgment 
directed, your Admiration leſſened, and your For- 
titude increaſed. All which Advantages muſt 
needs be of excellent Uſe to a Divine, whoſe Duty 
it is to preach and practiſe the Contempt of human 


1 


haſe Fathers lived in the Decline of Literature ; | 
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A Letter to 4 young Gentlenidtl Tiff 
wou p fay ſomething concerning Qudtations: 
wherein I think you cannor be too ſparing, except 
om Scripture, and the primitive Writers of the 
Church. As to the former, when you offer 4 Text 
z a Proof or an Illuſtrarion, we your Heaters ex- 
pect to be fairly uſed ; and ſometimes think we 
have Reaſon to cortplain, eſpecially of you younger 
Divines; which makes us fear, that ſome of you 
conceive you have no more to do than to turn ovef 
; Concordance, and there having found the prin- 
tipal Word, introduce as much of the Verſe as will 
erre your Turn, although in Reality it makes nos 
thing for you. I do not altogether diſapprove the 
Manner of interweaving Texts of Sctipture through 
the Style of your Sermon; wherein, however, I 
have ſometimes obſerved great Inſtances of Indiſ- 


renture to give you a Caution. | op He, 

As to Quotations from antient Fathers, I think 
they are beſt brought in, to confirm ſome Opinion 
controverted by thoſe who differ from us: Iii o- 
ther Caſes we give you full Powet to adopt the 
dentence fot your own, rather than tell us, &#s Sf: 
Auſtin excellently obſerves + But to mention mo- 
dern Writers by Name, or uſe the Phraſe of 4 late 


ogether intolerable ; and, for what Reaſon I khow 
not, makes every rational Hearet aſhamed. Of no 
better a Stamp is your Heathen Philoſopher, and 
famous Poet, and Roman Hiſtorian ; at leaſt in com- 
mon Congregations, who will rather believe you on 
your own Word, than on that of Plato or Homer. 

I Have lived to ſee Ereeł and Latin almoſt en- 
lrely driven out of the Pulpit; for which I am 

Vor. I. : heartily 


cetion and Impropriety ; againſt which I therefors 


excellent Prelate of our Church, and the like, is al- 
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heartily glad. 'The * Uſe of the latter was 
Certainly a Remnant of Popery, which never ad- 
mitted Scripture in the vulgar Language; and 
I wonder that Practice was never — 2 ob- 
jected to us by the Fanaticks. e Oe 
Tux Mention of Quotations puts me in mind of {er 
Common-place Books, which have been long in the 


uſe by induſtrious young Divines, and, I hear, do Bl W 
ſtill continue ſo; I know they are very beneficial ¶ Fo 
to Lawyers and Phyſicians, becauſe they are Col- ane 
lections of Facts or Cafes, whereupon a great Part do 

of their ſeveral Faculties depend: Of theſe I have the 
feen ſeveral, but never yet any written by a Cler. MW fibl 
gyman; only from what I am informed, they ſer 
enerally are Extracts of Theological and Moral MW tha 
3 drawn from Eccleſiaſtical and other Au- of 
thors.' reduced under proper Heads; uſually begun, 1 ove 
and perhaps, finiſhed, while the Collectors were BW 1y 1 
young in the Church; as being intended for Ma- ma! 
terials, or Nurſeries to ſtock future Sermons. Lou of 
will obſerve the wiſe Editors of ancient Authors, MW ver 
when they meet a Sentence worthy of being di- tha! 
ſtinguiſned, take ſpecial Care to have the firſt led 
Word printed in Capital Letters, that you may to i 
not overlook it: Such, for Example, as the Incon- the 
fancy of Fortune, the Goodneſs of Peace, the Ex- wil 
cellency of Wiſdom, the Certainty of Death; that wo 
Proſperity makes Men inſolent, and Adverſity hun- 8 
Vie; and the like eternal Truths, which every Plow- Eru 
man knows well enough, although he never heard ſop 


of Ariſtotle or Plato, If Theological Common - 
Place Books be no better filled, I think they had bet -; 
ter be laid aſide: And I could wiſh, that Men of to- 
lerable Intellectuals would rather truſt to their own 

| . natural 
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natural Reaſon, improved by a general Converſation 


poſed already to underſtand. If a rational Man reads 


find himſelf extremely improved, and perhaps in- 
ſenſibly led to imitate that Author's Perfections; al- 
though in a little Time he ſhould not remember one 
Word in the Book, nor even the Subject it handled: 
For, Books give the ſame Turn to our Thoughts 
and Way of Reaſoning, that good and ill Company 


Patt do to our Behaviour and Converſation; without ei- 
uve ther loading our Memories, or making us even ſen- 
ler- fiblz of the Change. And particularly, I have ob- 


ſerved in Preaching, that no Men ſucceed bettet 
than thoſe, who truſt entirely to the Stock or Fund 
of their own Reaſon ; advanced, indeed, but not 
overlaid by Commerce with Books. Whoever on- 
ly reads, in order to tranſcribe wiſe and ſhining Re- 


of the Author; as it is probable he will make no 
very judicious Extra&, ſo he will be apt to truſt to 


led out of the regular Way of Thinking, in order 
to introduce thoſe Materials which he hath been at 
the Pains to gather: And the Product of all this, 
will be found a manifeſt incoherent Piece of Patch- 
work. 1 Meh. 
Soms Gentlemen aboundihg in their Univerſity 
Erudition, are apt to fill their Sermons with philo- 
ſophical Terms, and Notions of the metaphyſical 
or abſtracted Kind; which generally have one Ad- 
vantage, to be equally underſtood by the Wile, the 
Vulgar, and the Preacher himſelf, I have been 
Q 3 7 better 


with Books, to enlarge on Points which they are ſup- 
an excellent Author with juſt Application, he ſhall 


marks, without entering into the Genius and Spirit 


that Collection in all his Compoſitions; and be miſ- 
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better entertained, and more informed by a Chaptet 
in the Piggrims Progreſs, than by a long Diſcourſe 
upon the Will and the Iutellect', and ſimple or com- 
plex Ideas. Others again, are fond of dilating on 
Matter and Motion, talk of the fortuitous Concourſe i 
F Atoms, of Theories, and Phenomena ; direct 
againſt the Advice of St. Paul, who yet appears to 
have been converſant enough in thoſe Kinds of 
" EI | 

I do not find that you are any where directed in 
the Canons, or Articles, to attempt explaining the 
Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion. And, indeed, 
fince Providence intended there ſhould be Myſte- 
ries; I do not ſee how it can be agreeable to Piety, 
Orthodoxy, or good Senſe, to go about ſuch a Work, | 
For, to me there ſeems to be a manifeſt Dilemma iz 
in the Caſe : If you explain them, they are Myſte- 
ries no longer; if you fail, you have laboured to no 
Purpoſe. What I ſhould think moſt reaſonable and 
ſafe for you to do, upon this Occaſion, is upon ſo- 
lemn Days to deliver the Doctrine as the Church 
holds it, and confirm it by Scripture. For my 
Part, having conſiJ:red the Matter impartially. 1 
can ſee no great Reaſon which thoſe Gentlemen, 
you call the Free-Thinkers, can have for their Cla- 
mour againſt Religious Myſteries ; ſince it is plain, 
they were not invented by the Clergy, to whom 
they bring no Profit, nor acquire any Honour. For 
every Clergyman is ready, either to tell us the ut- | 
moſt he knows, or to confeſs that he doth not un- 
derſtand them: Neither is it ſtrange, that there 
ſhould be Myſteries in Divinity, as well as in the * 
commoneſt Operations of Nature. ö 
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Axp here T am at a Loſs what to ſay, upon the 
frequent Cuſtom of preaching againſt A beiſin, 
Deiſm, Free-Thinking, and the like; as young Di- 
vines are particularly fond of doing, eſpecially when 
they exerciſe their Talent in Churches, frequented 
by People of Quality; which, as it is but an il] 
Compliment to the Audience, ſo Jam under fome 
doubr whether it anſwers the End, Becauſe, Per- 
ſons under thoſe Imputations are generally no great 
Frequenters of Churches, and ſo the Congregation 
is but little edified for the Sake of three ar four 
Fools, who are paſt Grace. Neither do I think it 
any Part of Prudence, to perplex the Minds of well- 
diſpoſed People with Doubts, which probably 
would never have otherwiſe come into their Heads. 
But I am of Opinion, and dare be poſitive in it, 
that not one in a Hundred of thoſe, who pretend 
to be Free-Thinkers, are really ſo in their Hearts, 
For there is one Obſervation which I never knew 
to fail, and I defire you will examine it in the Courſe 
of your Life; that no Gentleman of a liberal Educa- 
tion, and regular in his Morals, did ever profeſs 
himſelf a Free-Thinker ; Where then are theſe Kind 
of People to be found? Amongſt the worſt Part of 
the Soldiery, made pp of Pages, younger Brothers of 
obſcure Families, and others of deſperate Fortunes ; 
or elſe among idle Town-Fops; and now and then 
a drunken Squire of the Country. Therefore, no- 
thing can be plainer, than that Ignorance, and Vice, 
are two Ingredients abſolutely neceſſary in the Com- 
poſition of thoſe you generally call Free-Thinkers ; 
who, in Propriety of Speech, are no Thinkers at all, 
And, ſince Iam in the way of it, pray confider one 


Thing farther : As young as you are, you —_ but 
fo | mae 
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have already obſerved, what a violent Run there is 
among too many weak People, againſt Univerſity 
Education: Be firmly aſſured, that the whole Cry 
is made up by thoſe, who were either never ſent 
to a College; or through their Irregularities and Stu- 
pidity, neyer made the leaſt Improvement while 
they were there. I have above Forty of the latter 
now in my Eye; ſeveral of them in this Town, 
whoſe Learning, Manners, Temperance, Probity, 
(Food-nature, and Politicks, are all of a: piece. 
Others of them in the Country, oppreſſing their 


Tenants, tyrannizing over the Neighbourhood, Þ 


Cheating the Vicar, talking Nonſenſe, and getting 
drunk at the Seſſions. It is from ſuch Seminaries as 
theſe, that the World is provided with the ſeveral 
Tribes and Denominations of Free-Thinkers; who, 
in my Judgment, are not to be reformed by Argu- 
ments offered ro proye the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Keligion; becauſe, Reaſoning will never make a 
Man correct an ill Opinion, which by Reaſoning 
2 acquired; For, in the Courſe of Things, 


Jen always grow vicious before they become Un- 
believers: But if you could once convince” the 
Town or Country Profligate, by Topicks drawn 
from the View of their own OPuiet, Reputation, | 
Healtb, and Advantage; their Infidelity would ſoon | 
drop off : 'This, I confeſs, is no eaſy 'Task; becauſe | 
it is almoſt in a literal Senſe, to ght with Beaſts. | 
Now, to make it clear, that we are to look for no | 
other Original of this Infidelity, whereof Divines | 
ſo much complain; it is allowed on all Hands, that 


the People of England are more corrupt in their | 
Morals, than any other Nation at this Day under | 
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to other Cauſes, both numerous and obvious, much 


more than to the Publication of irreligious Books; 


which, indeed, are but the Conſequence of the 
former. For, all the Writers agajnſt Chriſtianity, 
fince the Revolution, have been of the loweſt 
Rank among Men, in regard to Literature, Wis, 
and good Senſe ; and upon that Account, wholly 
unqualified to propagate Herefjes, unleſs among Peo- 
ple already abandoned, wy 

Ix an Age where every Thing diſliked by thoſe, 
who think with the Majority, is called Diſaffection; 


it may perhaps be ill interpreted, when I venture to 
tell you, that this univerſal Depravation of Man- 


ners, is Owing to the perpetual bandying of Factions 
among us for Thirty Years paſt; when, without 
weighing the Motives of Fuftice, Law, Conſcience, 


or Honour, every Man adjuſts his Principles ro thoſe 


of the Party he hath choſen, and among whom he 
may beſt find his own Account: But, by reaſon of 
our frequent Viciſſitudes, Men, who were impati- 
ent to be out of Play, have been forced to recant, 
or at leaſt to reconcile their former Tenets with 
every new Syſtem of Adminiſtration. Add to this, 
that the old fundamental Cuſtom of annual Parlia- 
ments being wholly laid afide, and Ele&ions grow- 
ing chargeable; fince Gentlemen found that their 
Country Seats brought them in leſs than a Seat in 


the Houſe ; the Voters, that is to ſay, the Bulk of 


the common People, have been univerſally ſeduced 
into Bribery, Perjury, Drunkenneſs, Malice, and 
Slanger. 5555 | eq 
Nor to be further tedious, or rather jnvidious ; 
theſe are a few, among other Cauſes, which have 
N Con- 
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gontributed to the Ruin of our Morals, and conſe. 


guently to the Contempt of Religion. For, ima - f 


Sine to your ſelf, if you pleaſe, a landed Youth, 


whom his Mother would never ſuffer to look into 


= for fear of {poiling his Eyes; got into Par. 


heard with the utmoſt Applauſe; what Notions he 
muſt imbibe ; how readily he will join in the Cry; 


his Vicar at home, but for the whole Order. 


I THrkurons again conclude, that the Trade o 
Infidelity hath been taken up only for an Expedi- 
ent to keep in Countenance that univerſal Corrup- 
tion of Morals, which many other Cauſes firſt con- 
tributed to introduce, and to cultivate, And thus, 
Mr, Hobbes's Saying upon Reaſon, may be much 
more properly applied to Religion: Thar, if Reli. 
gion will be againſt a Man, a Man will be againſ 
Religion. Although, after all, I have heard a Pro- 
fligate offer much ſtronger Arguments againſt pay- 
ing his Debts, than ever he was known to do 
againſt Chriſtianity ; indeed, the Reaſon was, be- 
Cauſe in that Juncture he happened to be cloſer 


Preſſed by the Bailiff than the Parſon. © 


ION ORANcE may, perhaps, be the Mother of u- 

erſtition; but Experience hath not proved it to be 
ſo of Devotion: For Chriſtianity always made the 
moſt eaſy and quickeſt Progreſs in civilized Coun- 
tries. I mention this, becauſe it is affirmed, that 
the Clergy are in moſt Credit where Ignorance pre- 
yails, (and ſurely this Kingdom would be called | 
he Paradiſe of Clergymen, if that Opinion var 


ment, and obſerving all Enemies to the Cler y 1 


What an Eſteem he will conceive of himſelf; and 1 
what a Contempt he muſt entertain, not only for 


nue) for which they inſtance England in the 
Times of Popery. But whoever knoweth any Thing 
of three or four Centuries before the Reformation, 
will find, the little Learning then ſtirring, was more 
equally divided between the Engliſþ Clergy and 
Laity, than it is at preſent. There were ſeveral 
famous Lawyers in that Period, whoſe W fitings 
are ſtill in the higheſt Repute ; and ſome Hiſto- 
rians and Poets, who were not of the Church. 
| Whereas, now-a-days our Education is ſo corrupt- 


Quality with the leaſt Tin&ure of Knowledge; 48 
the ſame "Time that f many of the Clergy were never 
more learned, or ſo ſcurvily treated, Here among 
Us, at leaſt, a Man of Letters, out of the three 
Profeſſions, is almoſt a Prodigy. And thoſe few 
who have preſerved any 2 of Learning, 
are (except, perhaps, one or two Smatterers) the 
Clergy's Friends to a Man: For, I dare appeal to 


proud, wicked, fraudulent, and intractable of hig 
Flock. 


plexing themſelves and their Hearers, with ab- 


fore, I ſhall not trouble you further upon thig 
Head. 


IAR 


7 ; 


— 


IN. B. This Diſcourſe was written Fourteen Year ago; ſince 
erbich Time, the Caſe is extremely altered by Deaths and Suc- 


reffiong, 1 


A. Letter 10 4. young Gentleman, 233 


ed, that you will hardly find a young Perſon of 


any Clergyman in this Kingdom, whether the 
greateſt Dunce in his Pariſh be not always the moſt 
Urn the Clergy have almoſt given over per- 


ſtruſe Points of Predeſtination, Election, and the 
like; at leaſt, it is time they ſhould; and there- 
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Inas now faid all I could think convenient: 
with relation to your Conduct in the Pulpit, Your Be- 
haviour in the World is another Scene, upon which, 
I ſhall readily offer you my Thoughts, if you appear 
to defire them from me, by your Approbation of 
What I have here written; if not, I have already 
wroubled you too much 


J am, SIR, 


Jour affeFionate. Z | 
Frignd and Servant. 
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MEDITATION 


withered Bundle of Twigs to its ſapleſs Trunk: It 


UPON A 


B ROOMu-sTICK - 


AccoRDiNd TO 


The Style and Manner of the Ho- 
nourable Robert Boyle s Meditas 


—ͤ— — — — 
7 5 


Written in the Yzar 1703. 
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Hs fingle Stick, which you now 
6 | bcehold ingloriouſly lying in that ne- 
> ill gle&ed Corner, I once knew in a 
59 LM flouriſhing State in a Foreſt: It was 
— full of Sap, full of Leaves, and full 


of Boughs: But now, in vain does the buſy Art of 


Man pretend to vye with Nature, by tying that 
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230 Meditation upon a Broom-ſtick. 


is now at beſt but the Reverſe of what it was; 3 WM Slut's - 
Tree turned upfide down, the Branches on the 


tions te 
Earth, and the Root in the Air: It is now handled WM there \ 
by every dirty Wench, condemned to do her Dr.. in the 
gery; and by a capricious Kind of Fate, deſtined away. 


to make other Things clean, and be naſty it ſelf. 
At length, worn to the Stumps in the Service of 
the Maids, it is either thrown out of Doors, or 
condemned to the laſt Uſe of kindling a Pire. 
When I beheld this, I fighed, and ſaid within my ſelf 
SURELY MORTAL MAN 1S a BROOMSTICK ; Na- 
ture ſent him into the World ſtrong and luſty, in 
a thriving Condition, wearing his own Hair on his 
Head, the proper Branches of this reaſoning Vege- 
table; till the Axe of Intemperance has lopped off 
his Green Boughs, and left him a withered Trunk: 
He then flies to Art, and puts on a Perriwip ; va. 
luing himſelf upon an unnatural Bundle of Hairs, 
all covered with Powder, that never grew on his 
Head: But now, ſhould this our Broom-/tick pretend 
to enter the Scene, proud of thoſe Birchen Spoils 
it never bore, and all covered with Duſt, though | 
the Sweepings of the fineſt Lady's Chamber; we | 
ſhould be apt to ridicule and deſpife its Vanity, } 
Partial Judges that we are of our own Excellencic,, | 
and other Mens Defaults ! | —— 
Bur a Broom. ſtick, perhaps you will ſay, is an | 
Emblem of a Tree ſtanding on its Head; and 
pray what is Man but a topſy-turvy Creature? His 
Animal Faculties perpetually mounted on his Ra- 

tional ; his Head where his Heels ſhould be, grove- 

ling on the Earth. And yet, with all his Faults, he 
ſets up to be a univerſal Reformer and Corre&er of 
Abuſes; a Remover of Grieyances ; rakes into every 
| Sluts 


men, « 
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ry to Wo- 
; till worn 
he is either 


. 


kicked out of Doors, or made uſe of to Kindle Flames 


for others to warm themſelves by. 


mig | 
deeply all the while 


x 
: 
5 
J 
E 


ent in Slave 
deſervin 


g 0 Tk ; 
tions he pretends to fweep 


8 
Fi 


ſharin 


before ; 


the very fame Pollu 
away. His laſt Days are 


men, and generally the lea 


A Meditation upon a Broom-ftick. | 
Corner. of- Nature, br 


— 
1 


to the Stumps, like his Brother Bez 


In 


9 


| tions to the Light, and 
there was none 


Flut's 
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THE 


Britiſh WIZARD, | 


Written above a thou Yeats ago, 


and opting £ to the Year 1709. 


* a Pn AMC TIF ES I 1 


Wi th Explanatory Notes. 5 y I. N. Philmath | 


—— 


Written ! in i the Ta 170g. 


alc... Add. *. bo tat a re. "WY 13 e 1 


AST 3 Was publiſhed a Paper | ö 


Predictions, pretended to be written 
by one Iſaac Bickerſtaff, Eſq; but | 
true Deſign of it was to ridicule che 
the Art of Aſtrology, and expdſe | its | 
Profeſſors as ignorant, or Impoſtors, Againſt chis | 
Imputation, Dr. Partrige hath learned) vindicated | 
himſelf in his Almanack for that Year, 


For 


"2 7 
5 


For a farther Defence of this famous Arr, 1 
have thought fit to preſent the World with the 
following Prophecy. The Original is ſaid to be of 
the famous Merlin, who lived 
Yeats ago: And the following 


Tranſlation is two 


the End of Henry 
it in an old Edition of Merlins Prophecies; im- 
printed at London by Foban Hankyns, in the Year 
1539. Page 39. I ſet it down Word for Word in 
the old Orthography, and ſhall take leave to ſub- 
join a few explanatory Notes. 


8 and TEN addyd to MARE, 
Df Fraunce hir Moe thys is the Sygnes 
Tamys Ryvere twys y-frozen, _ 
Walke ſans wetyng Shoes ne polen. 
Then cometh foozthe, Ich underſtonde, 
from Toune of Stoffe to fattyn Londe, 
an herdie Chiftan, woe the Moꝛne | 
To Fraunce, that evere he was bome. 
Then ſhall the Fyſhe beweyle his Boſſe; 
Noꝛ ſhall grin Berrys make up the Loſſe, 
F Yonge Symnclc ſhail again miſcarrye : 
_— And Norways Þzyd again ſhall m—_ IT 
and from the Tree where Bloſums tele, 
r Kite Fruit ſhall come, and all is wele. 
"en WF Reaums ſhall daunce Honde in Þonde, 
t the WF And it ſhall be merye in old Inglonde. 


ry 


* 
* 


e the Then old Inglonde ſhall be no moze, 
(: is © And no Pan ſhall be ſorie therefoze, | 


t this WF Geryon ſhall have thꝛee pedes agapne, 
cared Till Hapsburge makyth them but twayne. 


Fox. | {1 1 | = | Explanatory 


Mzxiin's Prophecy. 0 


about a thouſand 


hundred Years old; for it ſeems to be written near 
the Seventh's Reign, I found 
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2 # Manuin's TY 
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Forty 
Brath 


2 . 

— and Tan This Line dofolibes "by Yeu WT preter 

why theſe. Events ſhall happen. Seven and Ten 1 attem 
make Seventeen, which I explain ſeventeen Hun: MY he 

dred, and this Number added to Nine makes the you 

Year we are now in; for it muſt be underſtood of the Sc 

the Natural Leaf, which ne the Firſt -of Jo- An 

| auary. is mes 
| — Nyvere twys, tee: The Rives ane may, 
| frozen twice in one Year, ſo as Men to walk on it, Lines. 

is.a very ſignal Accident; which perhaps hath not Ke. 


+ fallen out tor ſeveral Hundred Years before and is row, 
the Reaſon. why ſome Aſtrologers have thought lis is 
that this Prophecy could never be fulfilled; becanſs with. 

they imagined ſuch a Thing could nevet happen in that ( 

| our Climate. TY Man | 

From Dune of Stoffe, Kc. This is 4 plain De: peak 

| ſignation of the Duke of Marlborough. One Kind FE land 


of Stuff uſed to fatten Land is called Marle, and Ge 
every Body knows, that Borough is a Name for a phat 
| Town; and this Way of Expreſſion is after the o hay 
| uſual dark Manner of old N Fredickione Al wa 
8 Then ſhall the Fyſbe, dc. By the Fiſh is under- I Heads 
| ſtood the Dauphin of France, as the Kings eldeſt That 
| Sons are called: It is here ſaid, he ſhall We the now 
| Loſs of the Duke of Burgundy, called the Boſſe; Hof Po, 
| which is an old Engli Word £2 Hump -ſhoulder, ot e nc 
| Crook-back, as rity ke is known to be: And the But C 
| Prophecy ſeems to mean, that he ſhould. be over- | Vo 
| come, or flain. By the Grin Berrys, in the next 


Line, is meant the young Duke of Berry, the Dau- 


phin's third Son, who ſhall not have Valour or * . 
For- | ſecon 
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______ "Mantan's Prophecy. 241 
Fortune enough to ſupply the Loſs of his eldeſt 
Barbe se b e 

Yonge Symnele, &c. By Symnele is meant the 
pretended Prince of Wales; who, if he offers to 
attempt any 'Thing againſt England, ſhall miſcarry 
is he did before. Lambert Symnel is the Name of 
x young Man noted in our Hiſtories for perſonating 
the Son (as I remember) of Edward the Fourth. 

And Norways Pryd, &c. I cannot qual who 

s meant by: * Norways Pride, perhaps the Readet 
may, as well as the Senſe of the two following 
„5 ö Lines. | 5 
t Reaums ſball, c. Reaums, or as the Wor 
s now, Realms, is the old Name for Kingdoms: A 
t his is a very plain Prediction of our happy Union, 
© uich the Felicities that ſhall attend it. It is added, 
n KY that Od England ſhall be no more, and yet no 

TJ Man ſhall: be ſorry for it. And, indeed, properly 
e: FE peaking, England is now no more; for the whole 
d Elland is one Kingdom, under the Name of Britain. 
xd BY Geryon ſball, &c. This Prediction, though ſome- 
& EE vhat obſcure, is wonderfully adapt. Geryon is faid © 
he o have been a King of Spain, whom Hercules flew, 
3, FI! was a Fiction of the Poets, that he had three 
Heads, which the Author ſays he ſhall have again. 
ft bat is, Spain ſhall have three Kings; which is 
he s now wonderfully verified : For, befides the King 
of Portugal, which properly is Part of Spain, there 
Ine now two Rivals for Spain; Charles and Philip, 
But Charles being deſcended from the Count of 
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Vol. 1 R R | Haps- 


i * — Anne. The Pyophecy means, that [be ſhould ma 
J. Hie, and bare Chloe tht wit ue 


141 MZ ALIS Propbedy.. 


Hapsburgh, Founder of the Auſtrian qa tl! þ 
foon make thoſe Heads but two; by overtur : 
Philip and driving him out of Spain. | 
So ME, of theſe Predictions are gore lala: : 
nd it is highly probable the reſt may be in due $ 
ime: And, I think, I have not forced the Words, þ 
by:my Explication, into any other Senſe than what 
they will naturally bear, If this be —.— Iam 
ure it muſt be alſo allowed, that the Author (wWho- 
ever he were) was a Perſon of extraordinary — 4 
ty 3, and that Aſtrology brought to ſuch Perſection 
this, is, by no Means, an Art to be deſpiſed; 4 
ate ver Mr. Bicker/taff, ot other merry Gentle- 
en ate pleaſed to think. As to the Tradition of 
theſe Lines, having been writ in the Original by 
Merlin; J confeſs, I lay not much Weight upon it: 
But ĩt is enough to juſtify their Authority, that the 
Book from whence I have tranfcribed them, was 
printed 170 Vears ago, as appears by the Tith-Page. 15 
For the Satisfaction of any Gentleman, who may be 
either doubtful of the Truth, or curious to be in 
formed; I ſhall give Order to have che very BookÞ 
ſent to the Printer of this Paper, with Directions to 
let any Body ſee it that * becauſe 1 believe | F- 
ts pretty lcarce. : 
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JH E Hurry and Impertinence bf re- 
ceiving and paying Viſits on Ac- 
count of your Marriage, being now 
over; you ate beginning to enter 
into a Courſe of Life, where you 
will want much Advice to divert 
you from falling into many Errors, Foppeties, and 
Follies to which your Sex is ſubje&t. I have al- 
ways born an entire Friendſhip to your Father and 
Mother; and the Perſon they have choſen for your 
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Husband, hath been for ſome Tears paſt my parti- 
cular Favourite. I have long wiſhed vou m 


come 


* + 


of your Diſpoſition, and by following the 


much into the World; whereby you avoided many 


wrong Steps which others have taken; and have 
fewer ill Impreſſions to be removed: But they 
failed, as it is generally the Caſe, in too much ne- 
_ glefting to cultivate your Mind; without which ; 
4 impoſſible to acquire or preſerve the Friend- | 
ip and Eſteem of a wiſe Man, who ſoon grows | 
weary of acting the Lover, and treating his Wife 
like a Miſtreſs, but wants a reaſonable Companion, | 
and a true Friend through every Stage of his Lite. | 
It muſt be therefore your Buſineſs to qualify your | 
ſelf for thoſe Offices; wherein I will not faih to be or abr 
| your Director as long as I ſhall think you deſerve it, 
by letting you know how you are to a&, and what | 


vou ought to avoid. 


* 


Ap beware of deſpiſing or negle&ing my In- 


ſtructions, whereon will depend, not only your 
male a good Figure in the World, 
rea 
ought to be the deareſt to you. 

I uvsr therefore defire you in the firſt Place to 
be very flow in changing the modeſt Behaviour of 
a Virgin : It is uſual in young Wives before they 
have been many Weeks married, to aſſume a bold, 
forward Look and manner of Talking; as if they 
Intended to fignify in all Companies, that they 
Were no longer Girls, and conſequently that mo 

17 8 — W 


Vinea vou might 
ether, becauſe I hoped, that from the | 


— Cquneil of wiſe Friends, you might in Time make | 
your ſelf worthy of him. Your Parents Were ſo | 


but yout o¹ | 
appineſs, as well as that of the Perfon who 
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A Letter to a young Lady, 2245 
whole Demeanor, before they got a Husband, was 
all but a Countenance and Conſtraint upon their 
Nature : Whereas, I ſuppoſe, if the Votes of wiſe 
Men were gathered, a very great Majority would 
be in favour of thoſe Ladies, who after they were, 
entered into that State, rather choſe to double their 
Portion of Modeſty and Reſervedneſs. 

I musr likewiſe warn you ſtrictly againſt the 
leaſt Degree of Fondneſs to your Husband before 
any Witneſſes whatſoever, even before your near- 
eſt Relations, or the very Maids of your Chamber, 
This Proceeding is fo extremely odious and dif-. 


guſtful to all who have either good Breeding: ot. 


good Senſe, that they aſſign two very unamiable 
Reaſons for it; the one is groſs Hypocriſy, and 
the other hath too bad a Name to mention. If 
there is any Difference to be made, your Husband 
s the loweſt Perſon in Company, either at home 

or abroad ; and every Gentleman preſent hath a 

hetter Claim to all Marks of Civility and Diſtinc- 
ion from you. Conceal your Eſteem and Love 
in your own Breaſt, and reſerve your kind Looks 

and Language for private Hours ; which are ſo ma- 

ny in the Four and Twenty, that they will afford 

Time to employ a Paſſion as exalted as any that wag 

erer deſcribed in a French Romance. 

Uron this Head, I ſhould likewiſe adviſe you to 
liffer in Practice from thoſe Ladies who affect a- 
bundance of Uneaſineſs while their Husbands are 
tbroad ; ſtart with every knock at the Door, and 
ung the Bell inceſſantly for their Servants to let 
n their Maſter ; will not eat a Bit at Dinner or 
upper if the Husband happen to ſtay out; and 
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4 A Lejter to a young Jady 
receiye him at his Return with ſuch a Medley of 


L Chiding and Kindneſs, and catechizing him where 


he hath been; that a Shrew from Billingſgate would 
be a more eaſy and eligible Companion. 
Or the ſame Leayen are thoſe Wives, who when 
their Husbands are gone a Journey, muſt have a 
Letter every Poſt, upon Pain of Fits and Hyſte- 
ricks ; and a Day muſt be fixed for their Retyrn 
home without the leaſt Allowance for Buſineſs, or 
| Sickneſs, or Accidents, or Weather: Upon which, 
I can only ſay, that in my Obſervation, thoſe Ladies, 
who are apt to make the greateſt Clutter 7 
ſych Occafions, would liberally have paid a Meſ- 
* ſenger for ang how News, that their Husbands 
had broken their Necks on the Road,  _ 
' You will perhaps be offended when I adviſe 
you to abate a little of; that violent Paſſion for fine 
Cloaths ſo prodominant in your Sex, It is ſome- 
what hard, that ours, for whoſe Sake you wear them, 
are not admitted to be of your Council: I may 
venture to aſſure you, that we will make an Abate- 
ment at any Time of four Pounds a Yard in a Bro- 


Gd, if the Ladies will but allow a ſuitable Addi- | 


tion of Care in the Cleanlineſs and Sweetneſs of 
their Perſons : For, the ſatyrical Part of Mankind 
will needs believe, that it is not impoſlible, to be 
very fine and very filthy; and that the Capacities 
of a Lady are ſometimes apt to fall ſhort in culti- 


vating Cleanlineſs and Finery together. I ſhall 
only add; upon fo tender a Subject, what a plea- | 
fant Gentlemant ſaid concerning a filly Woman of 
Quality; that norhing could make her ſupportable 
but cutting off her Head; for his Ears were offend- | 
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Letter to a young Lady. 247 

T am wholly at a Loſs how to adviſe you in the 
Choice of Company; which, however, is a Point 
of as great Importance as any in your. Life. If your 
general Acquaintance be among Ladies who are 
your Equals or Superiors, provided they have no- 
thing of What is commonly called an ill Reputa- 
tion, you think you are ſafe; and this in the Style 
of the World will paſs for good Company. Where- 
2s, Jam afraid it will be hard for you to pick out 


one Female - Acquaintance in this Town, from 


whom you may not be in manifeſt Danger of cone 
rating ſome Foppery, Affectation, Vanity, Folly, 
or Vice. Your only ſafe Way of converfing with 
them, is by a firm Reſolution to proceed in your 
Practice and Behaviour, directly contrary to what- 
ever they ſhall ſay or do: And this I take to be 
a good general Rule, with very few Exceptions. 
For Inſtance, In the Doctrines they uſually deliver 
to young- married Women for managing their Hus: 
bands; their ſeveral Accounts of their own Con- 
duct in that Particular, to recommend it to your 
Imitation; the Refle&ions they make upon others 
of their Sex for a&ing differently; their Directions 
how to come off with Victory upon any Diſpute 
or Quarrel you may have with your Husband; the 


Arts by which you may diſcover and practice upon 


his weak Sides; when to work by Flattery and In- 
ſinuation; when to melt him with Tears; and when 
to engage him with a high Hand. In theſe, and a 
thouſand other Caſes, it will be prudent to retain as 
many of their Lectures in your Memory as you can, 
and then determine to act in full Oppoſition ta 


* 
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I Hop your Husband will interpoſe his Autho- 
ricy to limit you in the Trade of Viſiting : Half ; a 
dozen Fools are in all Conſcience as many as you 
ſhould require; and it will be ſufficient for you 
to ſee them twice a Year :' For J think the F a- 
ſhion does not exact that Viſits ſhould be paid to 
Friends. 

I apviss that your G at hams ſhould 
conſiſt of Men rather than Women. To ſay the 


'Truth, I never yer knew a tolerable Woman to be 3 


fond af her own Sex : I confeſs, when both are 
mixt and well choſen, and put their beſt Qualities 
forward, there may be an Intercourſe of Civilit 

and Good-will ; which, with the Addition of ſome 
Degree of Senſe, can make Converſation or any 
Amuſement agreeable. But a Knot of Ladies, got 


together by themſelves, is a very School of Imper- 3 
tinence and Detraction; and i it is well if thoſe be 


the worſt. 


' Ler your Men-Acquaintance be of your Hus- ©. 
band's Choice, and not recommended to you by Þ | 
any She-companions ; becauſe they will certainly 3 
fix a Coxcomb upon you; and it will coſt you ſome 


Time and Pains before you can arrive at the Know- 


ledge of diſtinguiſhing ſuch a one from a Man of | 


Senſe. 

Neves take a F avourite-Wairing-Maid into your 
Cabinet-Council, to entertain you with Hiſtories 
of thoſe Ladies whom ſhe hath formerly ſerved; 


of their Diverſions and their Dreſſes; to 3 2 
how great a Fortune you brought, and how little 
you are. allowed ro ſquander ; > 0 appeal to her 7 


from your Husband, and to be determined by her 
Judgment. becauſe you are fare | it will be always 


; 


for 
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Lutter to 4 young Lady. 
for you; to receive and diſcard Servants by her Ap» 


probation, or Diſſike; to en gage you by her Infinua- 
tions into Miſunderſtandings with your beſt Friends ; 
to repreſent all Things in falſe Colours, and to be 
the common Emiſlary of Scandal. 


Bor, the grand Affair of your Life will be to 
gain and preſerye the Friendſhip and Eſteem of your 
Husband. You are married to a Man of good Edu- 
cation and Learning, of an excellent Underſtanding, 
and an exact Taſte. It is true, and it is happy for 
you, that theſe Qualities in him are adorned with 
great Modeſty, a moſt amiable Sweetneſs of Tem- 
per, and an unuſual Diſpoſition to Sobriety and Vir- 
tue : But neither Good-nature, nor Virtue, will ſuf- 
fer him to eſteem you againſt his Judgment; and al- 


though he be not capable of uſing you ill, yet you 


will, in Time, grow a Thing indifferent, and per- 
haps contemptible; unleſs you can ſupply the Loſs 
of Youth and Beauty with more durable Qualities. 


You have but a very few Years to be young and 


handſome in the Eyes of the World; and as few 
Months to be ſo in the Eyes of a Husband, who is 


| | not a Fool; for, J hope, you do not ſtill dream of 
Charms and Raptures; which Marriage ever did, 


and ever will put a ſudden End to. ' Beſides, yours 
was a Match of Prudence, and common Good- 
liking, without any Mixture of that ridiculous Paſ- 
ſion which hath no Being, but in Play-Books and 
Romances. on un nnd 
You muſt, therefore, uſe all Endeavours to at- 


' rain to ſome Degree of thoſe Accompliſhments, 


which your Husband moſt values in other People, 
and for which he is moſt valued himſelf. You muſt 


improve your Mind, by cloſely purſuing ſuch a 
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e A Latter to 4 young Tah. 
Method of Study, as I ſhall direct or approve of 
You muſt get a Collection of Hiſtory and Travels, 


which I will recommend to you; and {pend ſome | | 


Hours every Day in reading them, and making Ex- 

tracts from them, if your Memory be weak. You 
muſt invite Perſons of Knowledge and Underſtand- 
Ing to an Acquaintance with you, by whoſe Con- 
verſation you may learn to corre& your Taſte and 
Judgment: And when you can bring yourſelf to 
 Eomprehend and reliſh the good Senſe of others, 


vou will arrive, in Time, to think rightly yourſelf, 4 


and to become a reaſonable and agreeable Compa- 
nion. This muſt produce in your Husband a true 
rational Love and Eſteem for you, which old Age 
will not diminiſh. He will have a Regard for your 
Judgment and Opinion, in Matters of the greateſt 


Weight; you will be able to entertain each other, 


without a third Perſon to relieve you, by finding 
Diſcourſe. 'The Endowments of your Mind will 
eyen make your Perſon more agreeable to him; 
and when you are alone, your 'Time will not lie 
heavy upon your Hands, for want of ſome trifling 
Amuſement. | | 


As little Reſpe& as I have for the Generality of 


your Sex, it hath ſometimes moved me with Pity, 
to ſee the Lady of the Houſe forced ro withdraw, 
immediately after Dinner, and this in Families where 
there is not much Drinking; as if it were an eſta- 
biiſhed Maxim, that Women are incapable of all 
Converſation. In a Room where both Sexes meet, 
if the Men are diſcourſing upon any general Sub- 
je&, the Ladies never think it their Buſineſs to par- 
take in what paſſes; but, in a ſeparate Club, enter- 


tain each other with the Price and Choice of Lace | 


and 
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and Silk, and what Dreſſes they liked, or dif appro: 
yed at the Church, or the Play-houſe. And when 


[ 


you are among yourſelves, how naturally, after the 


firſt Compliments, do you apply your Hands to each 
ochers Lappets, and Ruffles, and Mantuas ; as if the 
whole Buſineſs of your Lives, and the publick Con- 
cern of the World, depended upon the Cut or Co- 
lour of your Petticoats? As Divines ſay, that ſome 
People take more Pains to be damned, than it would 
coſt them to be ſaved ; ſo your Sex employs more 
Thought, Memory, and Application to be Fools, 
than would ſerve to make them wiſe and uſeful, 
When I refle& on this, I cannot conceive you ta 
be human Creatures, but a Sort of Species hardly a 
Degree above a Monkey ; who hath more diverting 
Tricks than any of you; is an Animal leſs miſchie- 
vous and expenſive ; might, in Time, be a tolerable 


Critick in Velvet and Brocade; and, for ought 1 


know, would equally become them. 

I wouULD have you look upon Finery as a neceſ; 
fary Folly, which all great Ladies did whom I have 
ever known: I do not defire you to be out of the 
Faſhion, bur to be the laſt and leaſt in it: I expett 
that your Dreſs ſhall be one Degree lower than your 
Fortune can afford: And, in your own Heart, 1 
would wiſh you to be an utter Contemner of all Di- 
ſtin&ions which a finer Petticoat can give you; be- 
cauſe, jt will neither make you richer, handſomer, 
younger, better natured, more virtuous, or wiſe, 
than if it hung upon a Peg. EO, OO On 

Ir you are in Company with Men of Learning; 
although they happen to diſcourſe of Arts and Sci- 


ences out of your Compaſs, yet you will gather 
more Advantage by liſtening to them, than from all 
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4 Letter to a young Lady. 


the Nonſenſe and Frippery of your own Sex: But, 
if they be Men of Breeding as well as Learning, ; 
they will ſeldom engage in any Converſation where 
you ought not to be a Hearer, and in Time have 
your Part. If they talk of the Manners and Cu- 
ſtoms of the ſeveral Kingdoms of Europe; of Tra- 
vels into remote Nations; of the State of their | 
own Country; or of the great Men and Actions of 
Greece and Rome; If they give their Judgment up- 
on Engliſh and French Writers, either in Verſe or 
Proſe ; or of the Nature and Limits of Virtue and 
Vice; it is a Shame for an Engliſh Lady not to re- 
liſh ſuch Diſcourſes, not to improve by them, and 


endeavour by Reading and Information, to have her 
Share in thoſe Entertainments; rather than turn 
aſide, as it is the uſual Cuſtom, and conſult with 


the Woman who fits next her, about a new Cargo - 


of Fans. | : Tn 
Ir is a little hard, that not one Gentleman's 

Daughter in a 'Thouſand, ſhould be brought to 
read, or underſtand her own Natural Tongue, or 
be Judge of the eaſieſt Books that are written in it; 
as any one may find, who can have the Patience to 
hear them, when they are diſpoſed to mangle a 


Play or Novel, where the leaſt Word out of the | 


common Road, is {ure to diſconcert them; and it is 
no wonder, when they are not ſo much as taught to 
ſpell in their Childhood, nor can ever attain to it in 
their whole Lives. I adviſe you, therefore, to read 


. aloud, more or leſs, every Day to your Husband, if 


he will permit you, or to any other Friend, (but 
not a Female one) who is able to ſet you right; 


And as for Spelling, you may compaſs it in Time, 


by making Colle&ions from the Books you read. 
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A Letter to @ young Lady. 56, 
1 xxow, very well, that thoſe who are commori- 
y called learned Women, have loſt. all Manner of 
Credit by their impertinent Talkativeneſs, and Con- 
ceit of themſelves: But there is an eaſy Remedy 
for this; if you once conſider, that after all the 
Pains you may be at, you never can arriye, in Point 
of Learning, to the Perfection of a School-Boy. 
But the Reading I would adviſe you to, is only for 
Improvement of your own good Senſe, which will 
never fail of being mended by Diſcretion. It is a 
wrong Method, and ill Choice of Books, that make 
thoſe learned Ladies juſt ſo much worſe for what 
they have read. And therefore, it ſhall be my 
Care to dire& you better; a 'Task for which I take 
myſelf to be not ill qualified; becauſe I have ſpent 
more Time, and have had more Opportunities than 
many others, to obſerve and diſcover from what 
Sources the various Follies of Women are derived. 
Prar obſerve, how inſignificant 'Things are the 
common Race of Ladies, when they have paſſed 
their Youth and Beauty; how contemptible they ap- 
pear to the Men, and yet more contemptible to the 
younger Part of their own Sex; and have no Re- 
lief but in paſſing their Afternoons in Viſits, where 
they are never acceptable; and their Evenings at 
Cards among each other; while the former Part of 
the Day is ſpent in Spleen and Envy, or in vain 
Endeavours to repair by Art and Dreſs the Ruins 
of Time: Whereas, I have known Ladies at Sixty, 
to whom all the polite Part of the Court and Town 
paid their Addreſſes; without any further View 
Son that of enjoying the Pleaſure of their Conver- 
lation, 
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1 aw ignorant of any one Quality That is andiabls | 
in a Min, whick is not equally fo in 4 Woman! 
1 a6 not except even Modeſty, and Gentleneſs ot 
Nature. Nor do 1 know one Vice or Folly, which 
is not equally dete ſtable in both. There is, indeed, 
one Infirmity which is generally allowed you, 1 
mein that of Cowardice. Yet thete ſhould feem to 
be ſomething very capricious, that when Women 
profeſs their Admitation for a Colonel or a Captain, 
bn Account of his Valour ; they ſhould fancy it 4 
very graceful becoming Quality iti themſelves, to be 
afraid of their own Shadows; to ſcream ifi a Barge, 
when the Weather is calmeſt, or in a Coach at che 
Ting; to run from a Cow at an Hundred Yards Di- 
| Nance; to fall into Fits at the Sight of a Spider, 
an Ear-wig, or a Frog. At leaſt, if Cowardice be 
a Sign of Guelty. (as it is generally granted) I car 
hardly think it an Accompliſhment ſo deſireable, a3 
to be thought worthy of improving by Affectation. 
Anp as the ſame Virtues hk os ly become both | 
Sexes; ſo there is no Quality whereby Women en- 
deavour to diſtinguiſh themſelves from Men, for 
which they are not juſt ſo much the worſe ; except Þ 
that only of Reſervedneſs; which, however, as | 
you generally manage it, is nothing elſe but Affecta- 
tion, or Hypocriſy. For, as you cannot too much 
diſcountenance thoſe of our Sex, who preſume to 
take unbecoming Liberties before you; ſo you ought | 
to be wholly unconſtrained in the Company of de- I] 
ſerving Men, when you have had fufficient Expe- . : 
rience of their Diſcretion. „ 
Tuxxk is never wanting in this Town, a Tribe fort 
of bold, ſwaggering, rattling Ladies, whoſe Talent? e. 


% 


paſs among Coxcombs for Wit and Humour ; 'Theit | 15 
5 Ex- 


Liter to a jouig Lady; 255 
{xcellency hes im rude choquing Expreſſions, and 
what they call running a Man down. If a Gentle- 
man in their Company, happen to have atiy Blemiſtr 
in his Birth, or Perſon; if any Misfortute hath be- 
fallen his Family, or himſelf, for which he is 
aſhamed; they will be fure to give him broad Hinrs 
of it, without any Provocation. I would recom- 
mend you to the Acquaintance of a common Pro: 
ſtitute, rather than to that of ſuch Tetthagants as 
theſe. I have often thought that no Man is obliged 
to ſuppofe '{uch'Cteatures to be Women; but to 
teat them like inſolent Raſcals, difguifed in Female 
Habits, who ought to be ſtripped, and kicked down 
duirs (OPS Bos 

III I add one Thing, although it be a little out 
of Place; which is to defire, that you will learn to 
value and eſteem your Husband, for thoſe good 
Qualities which he really poſſeſſeth; and not to 
fancy others in him, which he certainly hath not. 
For, although this latter be generally underſtood 
for a Mark of Love, yet it is indeed nothing but 
Affectation, or ill Judgment. It is true, the Per- 
fon you have choſen wants ſo very fe Accompliſh- 
ments, that yan. are in no great Danger of erring 
on this Side: But my Chan is . — 
Lady of your Acquaintance, married to a very va- 
luable Perſon, whom yet ſhe is ſo unfortunate as 
to be always commending for thoſe Perfe&ions, ta 
which he on leaft pretend. 
| I can give you no Advice upon the Article of 
J Expence ; only, I think, you onght to be well in- 
be formed how much your Husband's Revenue amounts 
tencs do, and be ſo good a Computer, as to keep within 
heit it, in that Part of the Management which falls to 


Ex- ” your 


4 * — 
N x Re p- q N V 
— —— RES n , — _ 

A dy — — now's 


— — 4 — — 2 
RM IEEE —ů 
. ol — — — " — — — 
— — — — — ” — — - — 
— K — ä — 2 — — = — — — _ = 
— IX — —— - I 
— — — 2 882 ä 
— 3 — == N — : 6 F — — 8 ; 
: rt med” OS ͤonr — * : : 
. * — > — — 
- : - 
22 + . - 
- 


— — 
— 
— — — 2 5 


I A Later to 4 young L. ady. 
Jour güne and not to put yourſelf in the Nuinbet 
bf thoſe. politick Ladies, who. think they. gain 1 


great Foint, when they haye teazed their Husbands | 
to buy them a 95 V. Equipage, a iced Head, or a | 
1 what long 


fine Petticoat; without once confideri 
Scores ES ng to the Butcher. 
* DESIRE you will keep this Letter _ 95 Cabi. 


net, and often examine impartially your whole Con- 


| 48 by it: And ſo Gor bleſs you, and make you 
a fair Example to your Sex, and a perpetual Comfort 


to your Husband, and your Parents. 1 8 with 7 


great Truth gnd e 
Mx DA u, 
Tur mg faithful Bread, 


And humble Servant, 
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ritten in the Year 1720. 
—— — 


HERE is a certain Perſon lately at- 
9 rived at this City, whom it is very pro- 
per the World ſhould be informed of. 
His Character may, perhaps, be thought 
very inconſiſtent, improbable, and un- 
tatural : However, I intend to draw it with the ut- 
moſt Regard to Truth. This, I am the better qua- 
lied to ; becauſe he is a Sort of Dependant up- 
on our Family, and almoſt of the ſame Age; al- 
though I cannot directly ſay, I have ever ſeen him. 
He is a Native of this Country, and hath lived long 
among us; but what appears wonderful, and hardly 
credible, was never ſeen before, by any Mortal. 
Ir is true, indeed, he always chuſes the Jowe/# 
Place in Company, and contrives it ſo, to keep ont 
i Sight, It is reported, however, that in his 
younger Days he was frequently expoſed to View ; 
Vol, I, 8 AF) buy 


238 pe wonderfil _ 4 
* always againſt his Will, and was ſure ro ſmnart I 
= OP | Es | „ 3 
As to his Family; he came into the World a : 
younger Brother, being of {x Children, the fourth : 
in order of Birth; of which the eldeſt is now 
Head of the Houſe; the ſecond and third carry & 
Arms; but the two, youngeſt are only Footiney © 
Some, indeed, add, that he hath likewiſe a Twink 
Brother, who lives over-againſt him, and keeps 1 
Vicualling-Honſe : He has the Reputation to be © 
choſe, griping, ſqueezing Fellow; and that when hi! I 
Bags are full, he is often needy; yet, when the Fig 
takes him, as faſt as he gets, 1 9% nf 5 
When in Office, no one diſchargeth Fimſelf o 
des his Buſineſs better. He hath ſometimes trains I 
ed hard for an honeſt Livelyhood; and never got 
Bit, till every Body elſe had done. „ 
Ons Practice appears very blameable in him; th 
every Morning he privately frequents unc 
42 where any modeſt Perſon would bluſh t 
be ſeen. And, although this be generally know . 
yet the World, as cenſorious as it is, hath been 
kind to overlook this Infirmity in him. To de 
impartially, it muſt be granted, that he is too gref 
a Lover of himſelf, and very often conſults his o 
Eaſe, at the Expence of his beſt Friends, But thi 
is one of his blind Sides; and the beſt of Men WF: 
fear are not without them. | 1 
He hath been conſtituted by the higher Powef8iim /c, 
in the Station of Receiver-Zeneral; in which EA bear h 
ployment, ſome have cenſured him for playing fene of 
and Jooſe. He is likewiſe Overſeer of the Gold 
Mines, which he daily inſpects, when his Heal 
will permit him. 8 3 


* Ma 


Wonvper of Wonnptks 155 
H was long bred under a * Maſter of Arts, who 
III inſtilled good Principles in him, but theſe were 
da foon corrupted. I know not whether it deſerves 
th mention, that he is ſo very capricious, as to take it 
ow for an equal Affront to talk either of Ki ing, or 
ry &cking him; which hath occaſioned a Thouſand 
en © Qurrels: However, no body ever hath been ſo 
vin great a Sufferer for Faults, which he neither was, 
ps vor poſſibly could be guilty of. 2 
de Ix his Religion he has thus much of the Quaker, 
a hi that he ſtands always covered, even in the Preſence 
e Fit Jof the King: In moſt other Points, a perfect Ido- 
ter, although he endeavours to conceal it: For he 
If, of ss known, to offer daily Sacrifices to certain Subter- - 
rain A raneons Nymphs, whom he worſhips in an bumble 
got J Po/ture, prone on his Fate, and Hript fark naked; 
and fo leaves re behind him, which the 


1 
271 * 
g 


1: that Prieſts of thoſe Goddeſſes are careful enough to re- 
ncleaf move upon certain Seaſons, with the utmoſt Priva- 
uſh t cy at Midnight, and from thence maintain them- 
now ſelves and Families. In all urgent Neceſſities and 
deen I Preſſures, he applies himſelf to theſe Deities, and 


To dei ſometimes even in the Street and High-ways ; from 
o greff m Opinion that thoſe Powers have an Influence in 
his ow Places; although their peculiar Reſidence be in 
But t Caverns under Ground, Upon theſe Occaſſons, the 
Men WFfireſt Ladies will not refuſe to lend their Hands to 

I :ifiſt him: For, although they are aſhamed to have 
- PowefWhim ſeen in their Company, or even ſo much as to 
aich Et hear him named; yet it is well known, that he is 
ying ene of their conflant Followers, 
ie Cold 8 2 IN 
1 roo . ů > 


a Magifter Artis, Ingenique Largitor Venter, 


—_— The Ann 
Ix Politicks, he. always ſubmits t 8 3 
95 but he peruſes Pamphlets on Bot ii Fides with 
great Impartiality, although ſeldom "ill * _ 
. Hat h done with them Hot, fs 
His Learning is of a mixed Kind: 5 he may 
properly be called a He/Juo librorum, or another Ja- 
cobus de Voragine ; although his Studies are chiefly 
confined to School-men, Commentators, and German 
Di vines; together with modern Poetry and Criticks : 
And he is an Atomick Philoſopher, ſtrongly main- 
taining a Void in Nature, which he ſeems to have 
fairly proved by many Experiments. | 
TI 8#ALL now proceed to deſcribe ſome peculiar 
Qualities, which in ſeveral Inſtances ſeem to diſtin- 
' — this Perſon from the common Race of other 
Mortals. . 
HIS Grandfather was a Member of the Rawp 2 
Parliament, as the Grandſon is of the preſent ; where 
he often riſes, ſometimes grumbles, but never ſpeaks. ©? 
However, he lets nothing paſs willingly, but what 
is well digeſted. His Courage is indiſputable, for || 
he will take the boldeſt Man alive by the Noſe. © | 
H is generally the firſt a Bed in the Family, I 
and the Jaſt up; which is to be lamented; becauſe 
when he happens to riſe before the reſt, it hath BY 
been thought to forebode ſome good Fortune to his 1 
Superiors. 4 
As Wiſdom is acquired by Ape. ® by" every new F 
Mrinkie in his Face, he is Re ms; to gain {ome . 
new Knowledge. = 
In him we may obſerve the true Effekts and Con 4. 
ſequences of Tyranny in a State: For, as he is 4 
reat Oppreſſor of all below him, ſo there is no bo- 
4 more . by thoſe above him: Yet 1 Ti his 
— g 


Wonpkx of Wonvpess. 1 


Time, he hath been ſo highly in Favour, that ma- 


ny iuſtrious Perſons have been entirely indebieg to 


him tot their Preferments. 

He hath diſcovered from his own 113 
the true Point, wherein all human Actions, Pro- 
jets, and Deſigns do chiefly terminate; and how 
nean and ſordid they are at the Bottom. + 

Ir behoves the Publick to keep him quiet; for 


his frequent Murmurs are a certain Sign of imefline 


Iumults. 

No Philoſopher ever lamented more che Luxury, 
ſor which theſe Nations are ſo juſtly taxed; it hath 
been known to coſt him Tears of Blood: For in his 
own Nature he is far from being profuſe; although, 
Indeed, he never ſtays a Night at a Gems 
Houſe, without leaving ſomething behind him. 

He receives, with great Submiſſion, whatever his 
Patrons think fit to give him; and when they lay 
heavy Burt hens upon him, whick i is frequent enough, 
he gets rid of them as ſoon as he can; but nor 
without ſome Labour, and much Grumbling. 

Hz is a perpetual Hanger. on; yet no Body knows 


how to be without him. He patiently ſuffers him- 
ſelf to be kept under, but loves to be well uſed; 


and in that Caſe, will ſacrifice his Vitals to give you 
Eaſe; and he hath: hardly one Acquaintance, for 
whom he hath not been bound; yet, as far as we 


can find, was never known to Joſe any Thing by it. 


He is obſerved to be very unquiet in the Com- 


pany of a Frenchman in new Cloaths, or a young 
Coqliet. 


Hx is, in ſhort, the Subject of much Mirth and 
Raillery, which he ſeems to take well enough; al- 
though 
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262 The wonderful Woxpus, c. 


though it hath not been obſerved, +hat ever any 
good Thing came from himſelf. 

Trznn | is ſo general an Opinion of kis Juſtice, 
that ſometimes very hard Caſes ate left to his Deci- 
fion: And while he ts upon them, he carries 
himſelf exactly even between both Sides, except 
here ſome knotty Point ariſes; and then he is ob- 
ſerved to Jean a little to the Right, or Left, as the 
Matrer inclines him; but his Reaſons for it are ſo 
manifeſt and convincing, that every Man approves i 
em. 
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mean 


Ever the WORLD wondered at, 


7 = Written in the Year 1721. 
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To all PRRSONS of Quatity and others. 


Rag Ew :.y arrived at this City the famous 
WS Artiſt Fob» Emanuel Schoits, who, to 


Spectators, is ready to do the following 
* wonderful Performances, the like he- 
fore never ſeen in this Kingdom. _ £2 
; He will heat a Bar of Iron red hot, and thruſt 
i into a Barrel of Gunpowder before all the Com- 
J pany, and it ſhall not take Fire. 
_ Hs lets any Gentleman charge a Blunderbuſs, 
with che ſame Gunpowder, and twelve Leaden 
Bullets; 
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164 | The Wonder of all Wonders, c. 
Bullets; which Blunderbuſs the ſaid Artiſt gif. 
| es full in the Face of che ſaid Company, with- 


out doing the leaſt Hurt; the Bullets Aticki in 
the Walt behind them. 8 


Hx takes any Gentleman's un Sw n it 

through the ſaid Gentleman's Body, ſo that the . 
Point appears bloody at the Back, to all the Spec 
tators; then he takes out the Sword, wipes it cl-on, . 
and returns it to the Owner; who recelyes no man- * 


ner of Hurt. 


He takes a Pot of ae Oil, and em. it by 3 f 
— Ladles full directly at the Ladies, without 


oiling their Cloaths, or burning their Skins. 


Hz takes any Perſon of Quality's Child, from | 
two Years old to fix, and lets the Child's own Fa- 8 
ther or Mother take a Pike in their Hands; then 
the Artiſt takes the Child in his Arms and toſſes 
it upon the Point of the Pike, where it ſticks, to 
the great Satisfaction of all Spectators; and is then 


taken off without ſo much as an Hole in his Coat. 


| Hz mounts upon a Scaffold, juſt over the Spec- | * 
rators, and from thence throws down a great Quan- 
tity of large Tiles and Stones, which fall like ſo 
many Pillows, without ſo much as diſcompoſing 2 


either Perukes or Head-dreſles. 


Hz takes any Perſon of Quality up to the ſaid 
Scaffold, which Perſon pulls off his Shoes and leaps i! 
ning Feet directly down on a Board prepared on 
purpoſe, full of ſharp Spikes fix Inches long, with- ©? 


- out Hurting his Feet, or damaging his Stockings. 


Hex places the {aid Board on a Chair, upon Which : 
a Lady fits down with another Lady upon her Lap; : 


while the Spikes, inſtead of entering into the under | 
TJady s Fleſh, will feel like a Velvet Cuſhion, 


Hs | 
2 « ty > 
I 


Pullies to the Ceiling, and there keeps him hang- 
ing as long as his Maſter or the Company pleaſes 3 
the {aid Footman, to the Wonder and Delight of 
all Beholders, with a Pot of Ale in one Hand, and 
a Pipe in the other ; and when he is let down, there 


will not appear the leaſt Mark of the Cord about 


his Neck. . 
HE bids a Lady's Maid put her Finger into a 


Cup of clear Liquor like Water ; upon which her 


Face and both her Hands are immediately withered, 


like an old Woman of fourſcore ; her Belly ſwells 


as if ſhe were within a Week of her Time, and her 


Legs are as thick as Mill-Poſts; but upon putting 
her Finger into another Cup, ſhe becomes as young 


and handſome as ſhe was before. 
Hz giyes any Gentleman Leave to drive forty 


Twelve- penny Nails up to the Head in à Porters 
Backfide; and then he places the ſaid Porter on a. 


Loadſtone Chair, which draws out every Nail, and 
the Porter feels no Pain. 


He likewiſe draws the 'Teeth of half a Dozen 


Gentlemen; mixes and jumbles them in a Hat; 
gives any Perſon Leave to blindfold him, while he 


returns each their own, and fixes them as well ay 
ever. | 9 85 2 

With his Fore- finger and Thumb he thruſts ſe, 
veral Gentlemen's and Lady's Eyes out of their 
Heads, without the leaſt Pain; at which Time 
they ſee an unſpeakable Number of beautiful Co- 
lours; and after they are entertained to the full, he 
places chem again in their proper Sockets, without 


any Damage to the Sight. 
. Hy 


265” 
Hx takes any Perſon of Quality's Footman ; ties 
a Rope about his bare Neck, and draws him up by 
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266 The Wonder of all Wonders, &c. 


Hz lets any Gentleman drink a Quart of hot 

melted Lead ; and by a Draught of prepared Li- 
' quor, of which he takes part himſelf, he makes the 
ſaid Lead paſs through the ſaid Gentleman before 
all the Spectators, without any Damage: After 
which it is produced in a Cake to the Company. 
Wirn many other wonderful Performances of 
Art, toq tedious here to mention. 

Tux faid Artiſt has performed before moſt Kings 
and Princes in Europe with great Applauſe. 

Hz performs every Day (except Sundays) from 
'Ten of the Clock to One in the Forenoon ; and 
from Four till Seven in the Evening, at the new 
Inn in Smithfeld. 


Tus firſt Seat a Britiſh Crown, the ſecond a 


— Half- Crown, and the loweſt a Britiſp Shil- 
ling. | Ta 
N. B, Tux beſt Hands in Town are to play at 
the ſaid Show. 
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Ipſe per omnes | 
Lit perſonas, & turbam reddet in unam. 


— — * 


Written in Ireland in the Year 1728, 


HE Players having now almoſt done 
with the Comedy called the Beggar's 
Opera, for the Seaſon; it may be no 
unpleaſant Speculation, to reflect a lit- 
"mY tle upon this Dramatick Piece, ſo ſin · 

cular in the Subject and Manner, ſo much an Ori- 

ginal, and which hath frequently given ſo very a- 

greeable an Entertainment. 
| ALTHOUGH an evil Ta/te be very apt to prevail, 
both here and in London; yet there is a Point whic 
whoever can rightly touch, will never fail of plea- 

Y ſing a very great 2 ſo great, that the Diſ- 

E. kers, out of Dulneſs or Affectation, will be ſilent, 
and forced to fall in with the Herd: The Point I 

| mm EE © 


268 "The InteLLiGencas No. z. 
mean, is what we call Humour; which, in its Per- 
fection, is allowed to be much preferable to Vet; if 
it be not rather the moſt uſeful, and agreeable Spe- 
Cies of it. i 

I acxzs with Sir William Temple, that the 
Word is peculiar to our Engliſh Tongue; but I differ 
from him in the Opinion, that the Thing it ſelf is 
, Peculiar to the Engliſh Nation, becauſe the contra- 
ry may be found in many Spaniſh, Italian, and 
French Productions: And particularly, whoever hath © J * 
a Tajte for true Humour, will find an Hundred in- a 

ſtances of it, in thoſe Volumes printed in France. 
under the Name of Le Theatre Italien: To ſay no- t 
thing of Rabelais, Cervantes, and many others. * 

No w I take the Comedy, or Farce, (or what- EF. 
ever Name the Criticks will allow it) called tge *© 
Beggar's Opera, to excel in this Article of Humour; Y © 


n 


and upon that Merit to have met with ſuch prodi- b 
gious Succeſs, both here and in England. wy © 
As to Poetry, Eloquence, and Mufick, which are 8 
ſaid to have moſt Power over the Minds of Men; f 
it is certain, that very few have a Taſte or 7udgj- 1 
ment of the Excellencies of the two former; and if |} * 
a Man ſucceed in either, it is upon the Authority 
of thoſe few Fudges, that lend their Taſte to the FY | 
Bulk of Readers, who have none of their own. 17 
am told, there are as few good Judges in Mufick; t 
and that among thoſe who crowd the Opera's, Nine 7 
in Ten go thither merely out of Curioſity, Faſhion, 
or Affectation. EE, N ] 
| Bur a Taſte for Humour, is in ſome Manner fin- = 
ed to the very Nature of Man, and generally obvi- Mt 
ous to the Vulgar, except upon Subjects too reſined, \ 


and ſuperior to their Underſtanding. f 
| - Any | 
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Ne. 3: The INrzIIIc EN! ! 169 
AnD, as this Taſte of Humour is purely natural, 

ſo is Humour it ſelf; neither is it a Talent con 

to Men of Wit, or Learning ; for we obſerve it 

ſometimes among common Servants, and the mean- 


eſt of the People, while the very Owners are often 
ignorant of the Gift they poſſeſs. 


I xxow very well, that this happy Talent is con- 
temptibly treated by Criticks, under the Name of 
low Humour, or low Comedy; but I know likewiſe, 
that the Spaniards and Italians, who are allowed to 
have the moſt Wit of any Nation in Europe, do 
moſt excel in it, and do moſt eſteem ir. 

By what Diſpoſition of the Mind, what Influ- 
ence of the Stars, or what Situation of the Climate, 
this Endowment is beſtowed upon Mankind, may 
be a Queſtion fit for Philoſophers to diſcuſs, It is 
certainly the beſt Ingredient towards that Kind of 
Satyr, which is moſt uſeful, and gives the leaſt Of- 
fence ; which, inſtead of laſhing, laughs Men out 
of their Follies, and Vices; a, is the Character 
that gives Horace the Preference to Fuvenal. 

Axp, although ſome Things are too ſerious, ſo- 
lemn, or ſacred to be turned into Ridicule, yet the 


Abuſes of them are certainly not; ſince it is allowed, 


that Corruptions in Religion, Politics, and Law, 

may be proper Topicks for this Kind of Satyr. 
TuxRx are two Ends that Men propoſe in writ- 

ing Satyr; one of them leſs noble than the other, as 


regarding nothing further than the private Satisfac- 


tion, and Pleaſure of the Writer ; but without any 
View towards perſonal Malice: The other is a pub- 
lick Spirit, prompting Men of Genius and Virtue, 
to mend the World as far as they are able. And as 


both theſe Ends are innocent, fo the latter is highly 


com- 
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:290 The IntELLIGENCER: No. z. 
' . commendable. With regard to the former, 1 de- 
mand, whether I have not as good a Title to laugh, 
as Men have to be ridiculous; and to expoſe Vice, 
us another hath to be vicious. If I ridicule the Fol- 
dies and Cotruptions of a burt, a Miniſtry, or a 
| Senate, are they not amply paid by Pen/ions, Titles, 


- 


and Power; while I expect, and defire no other | 


Reward, than that of laughing with a few Friends 
in a Corner? Yer, if thoſe who take Offence, think 
me in the Wrong, I am ready to change the Scene 
with them, whenever they pleaſe. 


then I think it is my Duty; at leaſt, T am ſure it is 
the Intereſt of thofe very Courts and Miniſters, 
Whole Follies or Vices I ridicule, to reward me for 
my good Intentions: For if it be reckoned a high 


Point of Wiſdom to get the Laughers on our Side; 4 


it is much more cafy, as well as wiſe, to get thoſe 
on our Side, who can make Millions laugh when 
they 'pleale. nag ol Cn 

Mr Reaſon for mentioning Courts, and Mini- 
| Beers, (whom I never think on, but with the moſt 
profound Veneration)'is, becauſe an Opinion obtains, 


that in the Beggars Opera, there appears to be ſome 
Reflection upon Courtiers and Stateſmen, whereof 


I am by no Means a Judge, | 
Ir is true, indeed, that Mr. Gay, the Author of 
this Piece, hath been ſomewhat fingular in the 
- Courſe of his Fortunes; for it hath happened, that 
after Fourteen Years attending the Court, with a large 
Stock of real Merit, a modeſt and agreeable Con- 
verſation, a Hundred Promiſes, and five Hundred 
Friends, hath failed of Preferment; and upon a ve- 
ry weighty Reaſon. He lay under the Suſpicion of 
[+ having 


Bor, if my Deſign be to make Mankind better; 


No. 3. The IxTELLIGs Noun 


45x 
| having written a Libel, or Lanipoon againſt a'predt 


{1 *Miniſter, It is true, that great Miniſter was de- 
I monſtratively convinced, and publickly owned his 
1 Convidtion, that Mr. Gay was not the Author; 
but having lain under the Suſpicion, it ſeemed ver. 
EI juſt, that Ye ſhould ſuffer the Puniſhment ; 'be 
„I in this moſt reformed Age, the Vittues-of a Prime 
1 Miniſter are no more to be fuſpected, than the 
K © 1 Chaſtity of Cæſar's Wife. 5 
7 Ir muſt be allowed, That the Beggar's Operts 
Iizs not the firſt of Mr. Gay's Works, wherein he 
I hath been faulty, with Regard to Courtiers und 
' FJ Stateſmen. For to omit his other Pieces; even in 
I his Fables, publiſhed within two Years paſt, and 
dedicated to the Duke of CouzRRIAND, for 
\ which he was promiſed a Reward, he hath been 
I thought ſomewhat too bold upon the 'Cotrtiers. 
e And although it be highly probable, he meant only 
'© FJ the Courtiers of former Times, yet he ated unwa- 
ö tily, by not conſidering, that the Malignity of ſome 
1 People might mifinterpret what he ſaid, to the Dif- 
advantage of preſent Per/ons and Affairs. x 
Bur I have now done with Mr. Gay as a Po- 
'Y bhitician; and ſhall conſider him henceforward only 
of es Author of the Beggar's Opera, wherein he 
OF hath by a Turn of Humour, entirely new, placed 
of Voices of all Kinds in the ſtrongeſt and molt odious 
1 FJ Light; and thereby, done eminent Service, both 
naar do Religion and Morality. This appears from the 
unparallelled Succeſs he hath met with. All Ranks, 
1 Parties, and Denominations of Men, either crowd- 
red We | 
1 of | * Sir Robert N all ole. _ - 
ing | ing 
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271 The IN TELLION E IT M. 37 
ing to ſee his Opera, or reading it with Delight in 
their Cloſets ; even Minifters of State, whom he is 
thought to. have moſt offended ( next. to thoſe 
whom the Accors repreſent ) appearing frequently 
at the Theatre, from a Conſciouſneſs of their own 
Innocence, aud to convince the World how unjuſt a 
Parallel, Malice, Envy and Diſaffection to the Go- 
verument haue made. 4 
I a wt aſſured that ſeveral worthy Clergy-Men in 
this City, went privately to ſee the Beggars Opera 
repreſented ; and that the fleering Coxcombs in the 
Pit, amuſed themſelves with making Diſcoveries, 
and ſpreading the Names of thoſe Gentlemen round | 
the Audience. | 5 1 Þ 
I $8HALE not pretend to vindicate a Clergy- Man, 

who would appear openly in his Habit at a Theatre, 
with ſuch a vicious Crew, as might probably ſtand 
round him, at ſuch Comedies, and profane Trage- 
dies as are often repreſented. Beſides, IJ know ve- 
ty well, that Perſons of their Function are bound 
to avoid the Appearance of Evil, or of giving 

Cauſe of Offence. But when the Lords Chancel- 
lors, who are Keepers of the King's Conſcience; |? 
when the Judges of the Land, whoſe Title is Re- © 
verend; when Ladies, who are bound by the 
Rules of their Sex to the ſtricteſt Decency, ap- 
pear in the Theatre without Cenſure; I cannot un- 
derſtand, why a young Clergy- Man, who comes con- 
cealed, out of Curioſity to ſee an innocent and mo- 
ral Play, ſhould be ſo highly condemned: Nor do 
I much approve the Rigour of a great Prelate, 
who ſaid, he hoped none of his Clergy were there, 
I am glad to hear there are no weightier Objec- 
tions againſt that Reverend Body planted in = 
| ny 
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City, and I wiſh there never may. But I ſhould 

be very ſorry, that any of them ſhould be ſo weak, 

as to imitate a * Court-Chaplain in EnoLanD, who 
preached againſt the Beggar's Opera; which will 
probably do more Good, than a thouſarid Sermons 

J of ſo ſtupid; ſo injudicious, and fo ptoſtitute a Di- 

—J YIne. | | | | 

Is this happy Performance of Mr. GA rs, all 

| the Characters are juſt, and none of them carried 

„I beyond Nature, or hardly beyond Practice. It diſ- 
covers the whole Syſtem of that Common- Wealth, 
Iser that Imperium in Imperio of Iniquity, eſtabliſhed 

1 FJ imong us, by which neither our Lives nor our 
EY Properties are ſecure, either in the High- ways, or 
„ In publick Aſſemblies, or even in our own Houſes, 
. Ii ſhews the miſerable Lives and the conſtant Fate 
4 of thoſe abandoned Wretches : For how little they 
„ ell cheir Lives and Souls; betrayed by their Whores, 
e. KJ their Comrades, and the Receivers and Purchaſers 
; FJ of thoſe Thefts and Robberies. This Comedy con- 
FF tains likewiſe a Satyr, which, without enquiring 
IT whether it affe&s the preſent Age, may poſſibly be 
A uſeful in Times to come. I mean, where the Au- 
Amor takes the Occafion of comparing thoſe com- 
un Robbers of the Publick, and their ſeveral Stra- 
F'zgems of betraying, undermining and hanging each 
"J other, to the ſeveral Arts of Politicians in Times 

of Corruption. | EN. 

Tais Comedy likewiſe expoſeth with great Ju- 
F tice, that unnatural Taſte for Italian Muſick a- 
AF nong us, which is wholly unſuitable to our Nor- 
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chern Climate, and the Genius of the People, 
whereby we are over-run with [talian-Effeminacy, 
and Italian Nonſenſe. An old Gentleman ſaid to 
me, that many Years ago, when the Practice of an 
unnatural Vice grew frequent in London, and 
many were proſecuted for it, he was ſure it would 
be the Fore-runner of Italian Opera's and Singers; 
and then we ſhould have nothing but Stabbing or 
Poiſoning, to make us perfect Italians, 

. Urox the whole, I deliver my Judgment, That 
nothing but ſervile Attachment to a Party, Affec- 
tation of Singularity, lamentable Dullneſs, miſtaken 
Zeal, or ſtudied Hypocriſy, can have the leaſt rea- 
ſonable Objection againſt this excellent moral Per- 
formance of the Celebrated Mr. Gay, 
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5 — 1 Talent fo uſeful towards 
£9 SY riſing in the World, or which puts 
Men more out of the Reach of For- 


— = 
9 


tune, than that Quality generally poſ- 
"0 ſeſſed by the dulleſt Sort of Men, 
in common Speech called Diſcretion; a Species 
of lower Prudence, by the Aſſiſtance of which, 


ther Qualification, paſs through the World in great 
Tranquility, and with univerſal good Treatment, 
neither giving nor _ Offence. Courts are ſel - 
dom unprovided of Perſons under this Character; 
on whom, if they happen to be of great Quality, 
moſt Employments, even the greateſt, naturally fall; 
when Competitors will not agree; and in ſuch Pro- 
motions, no body rejoices or grieves. The Truth 
of this I could prove by ſeveral Inſtances, within 

e ..- 1 Þ 3 nf 
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my -own- Memory, (for 1 ſay nothing of preſent 
„ nts 
Ap, indeed, as Regularity and Forms ate of 
9 4 in carrying on the Buſineſs of the World, 
o it is very convenient, that Perſons endued with 
this Kind of Diſcretion, ſhould have the Share 
which is proper to their Talents, in the Condu& of 
Affaire; but, by no Means, meddle in Matters which © 
require Genius, Learning, ſtrong Comprehenſion, ©] 
 Dhickniſs of Conception, Magnanimity, Genero/ity, © 
Sagacity, or any other ſuperior Gift of human 
Minds. Becauſe, this Sort of Diſcretion, is uſually 
attended with a ſtrong Defire of Money, and few 
Scruples about the Way of obtaining it; with fer- &' 
vile Flattery and Submiſſion ; with a Want of al!“ 
ublick Spirit or Principle; with a perpetual wrong 


. ment, when the Owners come into Power an 
igh Place, how to diſpoſe of Favour and Prefer?- 
ment; having no Meaſure for Merit and Virtue in 
others, but Gola very Steps by which themſelves 
aſcended; nor the leaſt Intention of doing Good, 
or Hurt to the Publick ; farther, than either one or 
Mother, is likely to be ſubſervient to their own Se- 
curity, or Intereſt, Thus, being void of all Friend- - 
ſhip and Enmity, they never complain or find Fault 
with the Times; and indeed never have Reaſon. © 
Max of eminent Parts and Abilities, as well aa -; 
Virtues, do ſometimes riſe in Courts, ſometimes inn 
the Lau, and ſometimes even in the Church. Such 
were the Lord Bacon, the Earl of Strafford, Arch- | 
biſhop Laud in the Reign of King Charles I. and 
others in our own Times, whom I ſhall not name. 
But theſe, and many more, under different Princes, 
and in different Kingdoms, were diſgraced, or ba- 
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niſhed, or ſuffered Death, merely in Envy to their 
Virtues and ſuperior Genius, which emboldened 
them in great Exigencies and Diſtreſſes of State, 
(wanting a reaſonable Infuſion of this Aldermanly 
Diſcretion) to attempt the Service of their Prince 
and Country, out of the common Forms. | 

Tr1s evil Fortune, which generally attends ex- 
traordinary Men in the Management of great Af- 
fairs, hath been imputed to divers Cauſes, that need 
not be here ſet down, when ſo obvious a One oc- 
curs; if what a * certain Writer obſerves, be true; 
that when a great Genius appears in the World, the 
Dunces are all in Confederacy againſt him. And, 


if this be his Fate, when he employs his Talents 


wholly in his Cloſet, without interfering with any 
Man's Ambition, or Avarice; what muſt he expe& 
when he ventures out to ſeek for Preferment in a 
Court, but uniyerſal Oppoſition, when he is mount- 
ing the Ladder, and every Hand ready to turn him 
off when he is at the Top? And in this Point, 
Fortune generally acts directly contrary to Nature; 
for in Nature we find, that Bodies full of Life and 
Spirit mount eaſily, and are hard to fall; whereag 
heavy Bodies gre hard to riſe, and come down with 

reater Velocity, in Proportion to their Weight; 
Pur we find Fortune every Day acting juſt the Re. 


yerſe of this, 


Tuts Talent of Diſcretion, as I have deſcribed 
it in its ſeyeral Adjun&s and Circumſtances, is no 
where ſo ſerviceable as to the Clergy; to whoſe 
Preferment nothing is ſo fatal as the June, of 

It. 
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* Vide the Agther's Thoughts on various Subjects; 
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Wit, Politeneſs in Reading, or Manners, or that 
Kind of Behaviour, which we contract by having 
too much converſed with Perſons of high Station 
and Eminency; theſe Qualifications being reckoned 
by the Fulgar of all Ranks, to be Marks of Lvity, 


which is the laſt Crime the World will pardon in a 
eee To this I may add a free Manner of 


{peaking in mixt Company, and too frequent an 
AP 


pearance in Places of much Reſort, which are 


equally noxious to Spiritual Promotion. 

© 'I rave known, indeed, a few Exceptions to ſome 
Parts of theſe Obſervations. I have ſeen ſome of 
5 dulleſt Men alive aiming at Wit; and others, 
with as little Pretenſions, affecting Politeneſs in 
| Manners and Diſcourſe ; but never being able to 
perſuade the World of their Guilt, they grew into 
conſiderable Stations, upon the firm Aſſurance 
which all People had of their Diſcretion; becauſe 
they were a Size too low, to deceive the World to 
heir own Diſadyantage. But this, I confeſs, is a 
Tryal too dangerous often to engage in. oy 


' "THz is a known Story of a Clerg yman, who | 


ag recommended for a Preferment by ſome great 
Men at Court, to an | Archbiſhop. His Grace ſaid, 
= had heard that the Clefgyman uſed to play at 
bisk and Swobbers ; That as to playing now and 
hen a ſober Game at Nhisł for Paſtime, it might 


d 2 


be pardoned; bur he could not digeſt thoſe wicked 
Swobbers; and it was with ſome Bains that my Lord 
Fummers could undeceiye him. I ask, by what Ta- 
lents we may ſuppoſe that great Prelate aſcended ſa 


high; 
— : OE 


+ Dr. Tenifon, Iate Archbiſbep of Canterbury; 
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high; or what Sort of Qualifications he would ex- 
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ect in thoſe whom he took into his Patronage, or 
would probably recommend to Court, for the Go- 
vernment of difant Churches. 


Two'Clergymen, in my Memory, ſtood Candi- 


gates for a ſmall Free-Schoo} in-York/ſbire; where a 


Gentleman of Quality and Intereſt in the Country, 

who happened to have a better Underſtanding than 
his Neighbours, procured the Place for him who 
was the better Scholar, and more gentlemanly Per- 
ſon of the two; very much to the Regret of all 
the Pariſh. The other being liſippoinkd), came up 
to London, where he became the greateſt Pattern of 


this lower Diſcretion that I have known, and poſ- 


ſeſled with as heavy Intelle&uals; which, together 
with the Coldneſs of his Temper, and' Gravity of 
his Deportment, carried him ſafe through many 
Difficulties: And he lived and died in a great Sta- 
tion, While his Competitor is too obſcure for Fame 
to tell us what became of him. 

Tr1s Species of Diſcretion, which I ſo mich 


celebrate, and do moſt heartily recommend, hath 


one Advantage not yet mentioned; that it will car- 


ry a Man ſafe through all the Malice and Variety of 


Parties, fo far, that whateyer Fa&ion happens to be 
uppermoſt, his Claim is uſually allowed' for a Share 
of what is going. And the Thing ſeems to me 


highly reaſonable: For in all great Changes, the 


prevailing Side is uſually: ſo rempeſtuous, that it 
wants the Ballaſt of thoſe, whom the World calls 


moderate Men, and I call Men of Diſcretion; whom 
People in Power may with little Ceremony load as 
the hard- 


heavy as they pleaſe, drive them through 
eſt and, deepeſt Roads without Danger of founder. 


ing, 
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ing, or breaking their Backs; and will be ſure to 
find them neither reſty nor viciou. 
 T wirx here give the Reader a ſhort Hiſtory of 
two Clergyman in England, the Characters of each, 
and the Progreſs of their Fortunes in the World: 
By which the Force of worldly Piſcretion, and the 
bad Conſequences from the Want of that Virtue, E 
Will ſtrongly appear. 1 
_. CORUSODES, an Oxford Student, and a Far- 
mer's Son, was never abſent from Prayers or Lec- 
ture; nor once out of his College after Tam had 
rolled, He {pent, every Day, ten Hours in his Clo- 
ſet, in reading his Courſes, dozing, clipping Papers, 
or dearning his Stockings; which laſt he performed 
to Admiration, He could be ſoberly drunk at the 
Expence of others, with College-Ale, and at thoſe 
Seaſons was always moſt deyout. He wore the 
ſame Gown five Years, without dragling or tearing. 
He neyer once looked into a Play-book, ot a Poem. 
He read Virgil and Ramus in the ſame Cadence, 
but with a very different Taſte. He never under- 
ſtood a Jeſt, or had the leaſt Conception of Wit. 
Fon one Saying he ſtands in Renown to this 
Day. Being with ſome other Students over a Pot 
of Ale, one of the Company ſaid ſo many pleaſanc 
Things, that the reſt were much diyerted, only | 
Coruſodes was filent and unmoved. When they 
parted, he called this merry Companion aſide, and 
ſaid, Sir, I perceive by your often ſpeaking, and our 
Friends laughing, that you ſpoke many Feſts, and 
you could not but obſerve my Silence. But, Sir, this 
is my Humour, I never make a Feft myſelf, or ever 4 
laub at another Man's, = 
> CORU- 
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CORUSODES thus endowed, got into Holy 


Orders; having by the moſt extreme Parſimony ſa: 


yed Thirty- four Pounds, out of a' very beggarly 


| Fellowſhip; went up to London, where his Siſtep 


was Waiting- Woman to a Lady, and ſo good a $0 
licitor, that by her Means he was admitted to read 
Prayers in the Family twice a Day, at Ten Shillings 
a Month, He had now acquired a low, obſequious, 
awkward Bow, and a Talent of groſs Flattery, both 


in and out of Seaſon ; he would ſhake the Butler by 


the Hand; he taught the Page his Catechiſm; and 
was ſometimes admitted to dine at the Steward's Ta- 
ble. In ſhort, he got the good Word of the whole 


Family; and was recommended, hy my Lady, for 


Chaplain to ſome other noble Houſes, by which 
his Revenue (beſide Vales) amounted to about Thir- 


ty Pounds a Year. His Siſter procured him a Scarf 
from my Lord, (who had a {mall Deſign of Gallan- 
try upon her;) and by his Lordſhip's Sollicitation, 
he got a Lectureſhip in Town of Sixty Pounds a 
Year ; where he preached conſtantly in Perſon, in 
2 grave Manner, with an audible Voice, a Style Ec; 
cleſiaſtick, and the Matter (ſuch as it was) well 
ſuited to the Intelle&uals of his Hearers. Some 
Time after, a Country Liying fell in wy Lord's 
Diſpoſal; and his Lordſhip, who' had now ſome 
Encouragement given him of Succeſs uz his Amour, 
bells the Living on Coruſodes, who ſtill kept 
his Le&ureſhjp and Refidence in Town, where he 
was a conſtant Attendant at all Meetings relating to 


Charity, without ever contributing. further than his 


frequent pious Exhortations. If any Women of 
better Faſhion in the Pariſh happened to be _ 


— —— 


Ar e 


— — 
* 


- — — 
— 8 — — — III = 
— — — — 2 
7 — — " 
33 — — — — — — 


— 


— 2 — — — ” —_— _ 
= 2... 
D > = 2 — 

. Fw 

- — 


ls The InTartiGnncnn N. 5. 


from Church, they were ſure of a Viſit from him 
in a Day or two, to chide and to dine with them. [| 

H had a fele& Number of Poor, conſtantly at. con! 

tending at the Street Door of his Lodgings, for 5 
whom he was a common Solicitor to his . pe. e 
troneſs, dropping in his own Half. Crown amon I was 
the Colle&ions, and taking ir out when he diſpoſe 3 
of the Money. At a Perſon of Quality's Houſe, he n 
would never fit down till he was thrice bid, and An 
then upon the Corner of the moſt diſtant Chair. 1 "© 
His whole Demeanor was formal and. ſtarched, F | He 
which adhered fo cloſe, that he could never ſhake it Mi 
off in his higheſt Promotion. lab. = vt. 

His Lord was now in high Employment at 7 
Court, and attended by him with the moſt abject ; 
Aſſiduity; and his Siſter being gone off with Child | trac 
to a private Lodging, my Lord continued his Graces | 


to Coruſodes; got him to be a Chaplain in Ordinary, = 
and in due Time a Pariſh in Town, and a Dignity F a 
in the Church. | | | I». 


H paid his Curates punctually, at the loweſt f | Ty 
Sallary, and partly out of the Communion-Money; #: 


but gave them good Advice in Abundance. He 0 
married a Citizen's Widow, who taught him to put cor 
out ſmall Sums at Tex per Cent. and brought him ac- pal 
quainted with Jobbers in Change. Alley. By her Pri 
Dexterity, he ſold the Clerkſhip of his Pariſh, when '; 
it became vacant. | | a . lea. 
Hx kept a miſerable Houſe, but the Blame was af 
laid wholly upon Madam; for the good Doctor 'F 
was always at his Books, or viſiting the Sick, or do- the 
ing other Offices of Charity and Piety in his Pariſh, ws 
Hs treated all his Inferiors of the Clergy with a I 1... 


moſt ſanctified Pride; was rigorouſly and univerlal- N 


—— 


V' 5. 
y cenſorious upon all his Brethren of the Gown, on 
their firſt Appearance in the World, or while they 
continued meanly preferred; but gave large Allow- 
| ance to the Laity of high Rank, or great Riches j 
Fuſing neither Eyes nor 
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urs for their Faults: He 


| vas never ſenſible of the leaſt Corruption in Courts, 


Parliaments, or Miniſtries; but made the moſt fa- 


| | yourable Conſtructions of all publick Proceedings: 
And Power, in whatever Hands, or whatever Party, 


was always ſecure of his moſt charitable Opinion. 
He had many wholſome Maxims ready to excuſe all 
Miſcarriages of State; Men are but Men; Erunt 
1 vitia donec homines ; and 
s: With ſeveral others of equal Weight. 
1 Ir would lengthen my Paper beyond Meaſure, to 
I trace out the whole Syſtem of his Conduct; his 


Duod ſupra nos, nihil ad 


dreadful Apprehenſions of Popery ; his great Mode- 


| ration towards Diſſenters of all Denominations; 


with hearty Wiſhes, that by yielding ſomewhat on 


both Sides, there might be a general Union among 


Proteſtants; his ſhort, inoffenſive Sermons in his 
Turns at Court, and the Matter exactly ſuited to the 
preſent Juncture of prevailing Opinions; the Arts 
he uſed to obtain a Mitre, by writing againſt Epiſ- 
copacy; and the Proofs he gave of his Loyalty, by 
palliating or defending the Murder of a martyred 
Prince. 7 1 

ENDOWED with all theſe Accompliſhments, we 
leave him in the full Career of Succeſs, mounting 
faſt towards the Top of the Ladder Eccleſiaſtical, 
which he hath a fair Probability to reach, without 


the Merit of one ſingle Virtue ; moderately ſtocked 


with the leaſt valuable Parts of Erudition ; utterly 
geroid of all Taffe, Judgment, or Genius ; and in 


1 
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bhis Grandeur naturally chuſing to hawl up others 
his own; except his beloved Sons, Nephews: Or o- 
ther Kindred, be not in Competition; or laſtly, ex. {uj 
Cept his Inclinations be diverted by thoſe who hays © 
Power to mortify or further advance him. | 4 
 EUGENIO ſet out from the ſame Univerſity, ana ber 
about the ſame Time with Coruſodes ; He had the Fr 
Reputation of an arch Lad at School, and was un- 
fortunately poſſeſſed with a Talent for Poetry, on ©* 
which Account he received many chiding Letters 
from his Father, and grave Advice from his Tutor. BY © 
He did not negle& his College-Learning ; but his- 
Chief Study was the Authors of Antiquity, with a FI 
perfect Knowledge in the Greek and Roman Tongues. © 
He could never procure himſelf to be choſen Fel- 
low; for it was objected againſt him, that he had 
written Verſes, and particularly ſome wherein he 
glanced at a certain Reverend Doctor, famous for 


Dullneſs; That he had been ſeen bowing to Ladies - 
as he met them in the Street; and it was proved, a 
that once he had been found dancing in a private A 


Family, with half a Dozen of both Sexes. ' S 
H was the younger Son to a Gentleman of a ® 


good Birth, but ſmall Eſtate ; and his Father dy- © = 


ing, he was driven to London, to ſeek his Fortune: 
He got into Orders, and became Reader in a Pariſh- * 
Church, at twenty Pounds a Year; was carried by 7 
an Oxford Friend to Will's Coffee-Hoaſe, frequented ll *© 


in thoſe Days by Men of Wit; where in ſome 100 
Time he had the bad Luck to be diſtinguiſhed. I F. 
His ſcanty Salary compelled him to run deep in bas 
Debt for a new Gown and Caſſock; and now and 8 


then forced him to write ſome Paper of Wit or 
| | „ 


3 Promifes : But his Modeſty, and a generous Spirit; 
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Humour, or preach a Sermon for ten Shillings, to 


ſupply his Neceſſities. He was a thouſand Times 
recommended by his poetical Friends to great Per- 
ſons, as a young Man of excellent Parts, who de- 
ſerved Encouragement ; and recerved- a thouſand 


which diſdained the Slavery of continual Applica- 
tion and Attendance, always diſappointed him; 


making room for vigilant Dunces, who were ſure 


to be never out of Sight. | „3 
Hz had an excellent Faculty in preaching, if he 
were not ſometimes a little too refined, and apt to 
truſt too much to his own Way of thinking and 
reaſoning. . e 

When upon the Vacancy of Preferment he was 
hardly drawn to attend upon ſome promiſing Lord; 
he received the uſual Anſwer, that he came too 
late, for it had been given to another the very Day 
before. And he had only the Comfort left, that 
every Body faid, it was a thouſand Pities, ſome 
thing could not be done for poor Mr. Eugenio. 

Trix Remainder of this Story will be diſpatched 
in a few Words. Wearied with weak Hopes, and 
weaker Purſilits, he accepted a Curacy in Derby- 
ſhire, of thirty Pounds a Year; and when he was 
five and forty, had the great Felicity to be prefer- 


red by a Friend of his Father's, to a Vicaridge 


worth annually fixty Pounds, in the moſt deſert 
Parts of Lincolnſhire ; where, his Spirit quite ſunk 


with thoſe Reflections that Solitude and Diſappoint- 
ments bring ; he married a Farmer's Widow, and is 


{till alive, utterly undiſtinguiſhed and forgotten 
only ſome of the Neighbonrs have accidentally 


heard, that he had been a notable Man in his 
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W Courſe yay, Method of educating Youth 


= R 55 in this and a neighbouring Kingdom, 
CLASS with the general Succeſs and Conſe- 

en quence thereof, I am come to this De- 
termination; That, Education is always the worſe 
in Proportion to the Wealth and Grandeur of the 


Parents : Nor do I doubt in the leaſt, that if the 


whole World were now under the Dominion of 


one Monarch (provided I might be allowed to chuſe 
where he ſhould fix the Seat of his Empire) the 
only Son and Heir of that Monarch, would be the 
worſt educated Mortal that ever was born fince 
the Creation: And I doubt, the ſame Proportion 
will hold through all Degrees and 'Titles, from an 
Emperor downwards, to the common Gentry. | 
I po not ſay, that this hath been always the 
Caſe; for in better Times it was directly otherwile ; 
and a Scholar may fill half his Greek and Roman 
Shelves with Authors of the nobleſt Birth, as well 
as higheſt Virtue. Nor, do I tax all Nations at 
preſent with this Defect; for I know there are 
ſome to be excepted, and particularly Scotland, un- 
| der all the * of its Climate and Soil; if 
| that 


J ROM 0 quently reflefting upon the 
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E that Happineſs be not rather owing even to thoſe, 
very Diſadvantages. What is then to be done, if. 
this Reflection muſt fix on two Countries, which 
will be moſt ready to take Offence, and which of 
© | all others it will be leaſt prudent of ſafe to offend ? 

IJ 1 Bur there is one Circumſtance yet more danger- 
I ous and lamentable : For if, according to the Po- 
= fulatum already laid down, the higher Quality any 
| 8 Youth 18 of, he is in gr eater Likehhood to be worſe 
— EF] cducated; it behoves me to dread, and keep far 
he &] from the Verge of Srandulum Magnatum. 
th ©] RerracrtinG therefore that hazardous Poftulas 
m, ©] um; I ſhall venture no further at preſent, than to 
e- ay, that perhaps ſome Care in educating the Sons 
e. of Nobility and principal Gentry, might not be ill 
M employed. If this be not delivered with Softnefs 

ne enough, I muſt for the future be ſilent. 
je Is the mean Time, let me ask only two Que- 
of FJ fiions, which relate to England. I ask firſt, how 
ſe FJ it comes about, that for above ſixty Years paſt, the 
je chief Conduct of Affairs hath been generally placed 
ie in New-men, with few Exceptions ? The nobleſt 
ce Blood of England having been ſhed in the grand 
n { Rebellion, many great Families became extin&, or 
n ſupplied by Minors. When the King was reſtored, 
I very few of thoſe Lords remained, who began, or 
te FF atleaſt had improved their Education, under the 
'; #7 Happy Reign of King James, or King Charles J. 
1 Jof which Lords the two principal were the Mar- 
It I quis of Ormond, and the Earl of Southampton. 
t Ihe Minors having, during the Rebellion and U- 
e i furpation, either received too much Tincture of 
-, 7 bad Principles from thoſe fanatick Times; or com- 
ing to Age at the Reſtoration, fell into the Vices 
t of that diſſolute Reign. | b 1 


n 
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„ Ip rz from this Era, the corrupt Method of 
Education among us, and the Conſequence thereof, 
in the Neceſſity the Crown lay under of introdu- 
Ling New. men into the higheſt Employments of 
State, or to the Office of what we now call Prime 
M.li,niſters; Men of Art, Knowledge, Application 
and Inſinuation, merely for Want of a Supply a- 
mong the Nobility. They were generally (though 
not always) of good Birth, ſometimes younger Bro- 
thers; at other times ſuch, who although inherit. 
ing ample Fortunes, yet happened to be well edu- 
cated; and provided with Learning. Such under 
that King, were Hyde, Bridgeman, Clifford, Of: 
born, Godolphin, Aſbley-Cooper: Few or none un- 
der the ſhort Reign of King James IL Under 
King William; Sommers, Montague, Churchil, Ver- 
non, Harry Boyle, and many others. Under the 
Queen; Harley, St. Fohn, Harcout, Trevor, who 
indeed were Perſons of the beſt private Families, 
but unadorned with Titles. So in the laſt Reign, 
Mr. Robert Walpole, was for many Years Prime 
Miniſter, in which Poſt he ſtill HApPIL v continues: 
His Brother Horace is Ambaſlador Extraordinary to 
France, Mr. Addiſon and Mr. Craggs, without 
the leaſt Alliance to ſupport them, have been Se- 

cretaries of State. Oo. | 
If the Facts have been thus for above ſixty Years | 7 
paſt, (whereof I could, with a little further Recol- IF fer u 
le&ion, produce many more Inſtances) I would ak AF deſtr 
again, how it hath happened, that in a Nation dom 
plentifully abounding with Nobility, ſo great a i prev: 
Share in the moſt important Parts of publick Ma- of T 
nagement, hath been for ſo long a Period chiefly Sons 
intruſted to Commoners; unleſs ſome Omiſſions or gage 
Defects © - 
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Defe&s of the higheſt Import, may be charged 


upon thoſe, to whom the Care of educating ouf 
noble Youth hath been committed ? For, if there 
be any Difference between human Creatures in the 
Point of natural Parts, as we uſually call them; it 
ſhould ſeem, that the Advantage lies on the Side of 
Children born from noble wealthy Parents ; the 
ſame traditional Sloth and Luxuty, which render 
their Body weak and effeminate, perhaps pint 
and giving a freer Motion to the Spirits, beyoni 
what can be expected from the groſs, robuſt Iſſue 
of meaner Mortals, Add to this, the peculiar Ad- 
vantages, which all young Noblemen poſleſs, by 
the Privileges of their Birth ; ſuch as a free Ac- 
cels to Courts, and a Delerence paid to their 
Perſons. | ES 

Bur as my Lord Bacon chargeth it for a Fault 
on Princes, that they are impatient to compaſs 
Ends, without giving themſelves the Trouble of 
4 conſulting or executing the Means: So perhaps it 
may be the Diſpoſition of young Nobles, either 
from the Indulgence of Parents, Tutors and Gover- 
nors, or their own Inactivity, that they expect the 
Accompliſpments of a good Education, without the 
leaſt Expence of Time or Study, to acquire them. 

War I ſaid laſt, J am ready to retract. For 
the Caſe is infinitely worſe; and the very Maxims 
ſet up to direct modern Education, are enough to 
deſtroy all the Seeds of Knowledge, Honour, Wil- 
dom and Virtue among us. The current Opinion 
prevails, that the Study of Greek and Latin is Loſs 
of Time; that the publick Schools by mingling the 
Sons of Noblemen with thoſe of the Vulgar, en- 
gage the former in bad Company; that W hipping 
Vous © U breaks 
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breaks the Spirits of Lads well born; that Univer- 
nties make young Men Pedants; that to dance, 
fence, ſpeak French, and know how to behave 
your {elf among great Perſons of both Sexes, com- 
prehends the whole Duty of a Gentleman. 
I canxor but think this wiſe Syſtem of Edu- 
cation, hath been much cultivated among us by 
thoſe Worthies of the Army, who during the laſt 
War, returning from Flanders at the Clos of each 
Campaign, became the Dictators of Behaviour, 
Dreſs, and Politeneſs, to all thoſe Youngſters, who 
frequent Chocolate-Coffee-Gaming-Houſes, Draw- 
ing-Rooms, Opera's, Levees and Aſſemblies ; where 
a Colonel, by his Pay, Perquiſites, and Plunder, 
was qualified to out-ſhine many Peers of the 
Realm; and by the Influence of an exotick Ha- 
bit and Demeanor, added to other foreign Ac- 
compliſhments, gave the Law to the She Town: 
and was copied as the Standard-Pattern of what- 
ever was refined in Dreſs, Equipage, Converſation, 
or Diverſions. | 
I REMEMBER in thoſe Times, an admired Ori- 
ginal of that Vocation, fitting in a Coſſee-Houſe 
near two Gentlemen, whereof one was of the 
Clergy, who were engaged in ſome Diſcourſe that 
favoured of Learning ; this Officer thought fit to 
interpoſe; and profeſſing to deliver the Sentiments 
of his Fraternity, as well as his own, (and pro- 
bably did ſo of too many among them ) turning | 
to the Clergy-Man, ſpoke in the following Man- aid 
ner, D—# me, Doctor, ſay what you will, the | could 
Army is the only School for Gentlemen. Do you be ww. 
think my Lord Marlborough beat the French with | 
Greek and Latin, D— me, a Schalar when he | 
comes 
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No. 9 The Inretiioencss — 9 
comes into good Company, what is he but an ? 
D- me, I would be be glad, by Gd, to ſee a- 
ny of your Scholars with his Nouns, and his Verbs, 
and his Philoſophy, and Trigonometry, what a Fi. 


b gure he would make at a Siege or Blockade, or re- 


conoitring D- me, &c. After which he 
proceeded with a Volley of Military 'Terms, leſs 
ſignificant, ſounding worſe, and harder to be under- 
ſtood than any that were ever coined by the Cam- 
mentators upon Ariſtotle. I would not here be 
thought to charge the Soldiery with Ignorance and 
Contempt of Learning, without allowing Excep- 
tions, of which I have known a few : But howe- 
ver, the worſe Example, eſpecially in a great Mas 
jority, will certainly prevail. 

TI Havs heard, that the late Earl of Oxford, in 


the Time of his Miniſtry, never paſſed by White's 


Chocolate-Houſe (the common Rendezvous of infa- 
mous Sharpers, and noble Cullies) without beſtow- 
ing a Curſe upon that famous Academy, as the 
Bane of half the . Nobility. I have likewiſe 
been told another Paſlage concerning that great Mi- 
niſter ; which, becauſe it gives a humorous Idea of 
one principal Ingredient in modern Education, take 
as followeth. Le Sac, the famous French Dancing- 
Maſter, in great Admiration, asked a Friend, whe- 
ther it were true, that Mr. Harley was made an 
Earl and Lord-Treaſurer ? And finding it confirmed, 
laid; * Well, I wonder what the Devil the Queen 
could ſee in him; for I attended him tuo Years, and 
he was the greateſt Dunce that ever I taught. 


* 


1 ti. 


— 


* The Author's Friends have heard him tell this Paſſage as 
from the Earl bimſelf. | Og 2 
3 | v2 Axo- 
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_ Anornar Hinderance to 8 and! 
that pernicious Cuſtom | 


think the greateſt of any; is 
in rich and noble Families, of entertaining French Tu- 
fors in their Houſes. "Theſe wretched Pedagogues 
are enjoyned by rhe Father, to take ſpecial Care 
that the Boy ſhall be perfe& in his French ; by the 


nor be ſuffered to play with other Boys, nor be 
wet in his Feet, nor daub his Cloaths: And to ſee 
that the Dancing-Maſter attends conſtantly, and 
does his Duty : She further inſiſts, that the Child 
be not kept too long poring on his Book, becauſe 
he is ſubje& co ſore Eyes, and of a weakly Conſti- 
tution. | | 


By theſe Methods, the young Gentleman is in 1 
every Article as fully accompliſhed at eight Years 


old, as at eight and twenty; Age adding only to 
the Growth of his Perſon and his Vices; ſo that 


if you ſhould look at him in his Boyhood through 
the magnifying End of a Perſpe&ive, and in his“? 
Manhood _—_ the other, it would be impoſſi- 


ble to ſpy any 


allow) the ſame Underſtarding, the ſame Compals “ 
of Knowledge, with the very ſame Abſurdity, Im- 


"= 4 1 
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pudence, and Impertinence of Tongue. 


Hs is taught from the Nurſery, that he muſt in.“ 
Rerit a great Eſtate, and hath no Need to mind ; 
| his Book; which is a Leſſon he never forgets to 
His chief Solace is to ſteal | | 

down, and play at Span-Farthing with the Page, or 
young Black-a-moore, or little favourite Foot-boy 3 J 
one of which is his principal Confident and _ N 
4 HERE BF 


the End of his Life. 


Friend. 


Mother, that Maſter muſt not walk till he is hot, 


f | A El 
ifference ; the ſame Airs, the ſame 


Strut, the ſame Cock of his Hat, and the Poſture | I 
of his Sword, (as far as the Changes of Faſhions will“ 


caſſell 
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Taxns is one young * Lord in this Town, who 
by an unexampled Piece of good Fortune, was mira- 
culouſly ſnatched out of the Gulph of Ignorance; 
confined to a publick School for a due Term of 
Years; well whipped when he deſerved it; clad no 
better than his Comrades, and always their Play-fel- 
low on the ſame Foot; had no Precedence in the 


| School, but what was given him by his Merit, and 
loft it whenever he was Rs gp It is well known 
how many Mutinies were bre 


ed at this unprecedented 
Treatment; what Complaints among his Relations, 


and other (Treat Ones of both Sexes; that his Stock- 


ings with Silver Clocks were raviſhed from him; 
that he wore his own Hair; that his Dreſs was un- 
diſtinguiſhed ; that he was not fit to appear at a Ball 


or A{lembly, nor ſuffered to 60 to either: And it 
was with the utmoſt Difficulty, that he became 
qualified for his preſent Removal to the Univerſity ; 


where he may probably be farther perſecuted, and 


_ poſſibly with Succeſs, if the Firmneſs of a Gover- 
nor, and his own =_ Diſpoſitions will not preſerve 

cannot but wiſh he may go on 
in the Way he began; becauſe, I have a Curioftty 


him. TI confeſs, 


to know by ſo /fnzular an Experiment, whether 


Truth, Honour, Juſtice, Temperance, Courage, 


and good Senſe, acquired by a School and 1 


Education, may not produce a very tolerable Lad; 


although he ſhould happen to fail in one or two of 
thole Accompliſhments, which in the general 


Vogue are held ſo important to the finiſhing of a 
Gentleman, = | 
| Ir 


—_— * 
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* The Author is ſuppoſed to mean the Loyd Viſcount Mont - 


caſſell, of Ireland. 
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I is true, I have known an Academical Educa- 


tion to have been exploded in publick Aſſemblies; 


and have heard more than one or two Perſons of 
high Rank declare, they could learn nothing more 


at Oxford and Cambridge, than to drink Ale, and 


| {moke Tobacco; wherein I firmly believed them, 
and could have added ſome Hundred Examples from 
my own Obſervation in one of thoſe Univerſities: 
But they all were of young Heirs ſent thither only 
for Form; either from => Sor where they were 

ot ſuffered by their careful Parents to ſtay above 
. Months in the Year; or from under the Ma- 
nagement of French Family-Tutors, who yet often 


attended them in their College, to prevent all Poſſibi- 


lity of their Improvement: But, I never yet knew 
any one Perſon of Quality, who followed his Studies 
at the Univerſity, and carried away his juſt Propor- 
tion of Learning, who was not ready upon all Oc- 
caſions to celebrate and defend that Courſe of Educa- 
tion, and to prove a Patron of learned Men. 

Taxks is one Circumſtance in a learned Educa- 


tion, which ought to have much Weight, even 
with thoſe who have no Learning at all. The Books 


read at School and Colleges, are full of Incitements to 
Virtue, and Diſcouragements from Vice, drawn 


from the wiſeſt Reaſons, the ſtrongeſt Motives, | 


and the moſt influencing Examples. Thus, young 
Minds are filled early with an Inclination to Good, 
and an Abhorrence of Evil; both which increaſe in 
them, according to the Advances they make in Li- 
terature: And, although they may be, and too often 
are, drawn by the Temptations of Youth, and the 
Opportunities of a large Fortune, into ſome Irregu- 
larities, when they come forward into the great 

World; 
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World; it is ever with Relu&ance and Compunc- 
wy Q ion of Mind, becauſe their Byaſs to Virtue ſtill 
continues. They may ſtray ſometimes by Infir- 
mity or Complyance, but they will ſoon return to 
the right Road, and keep it always in view. I 
ſpeak only of thoſe Exceſſes, which are too much 
the Attendants of Youth and warmer Blood: But, as 
to the Points of Honour, Truth, Juſtice, and other 
noble Gifts of the Mind, wherein the Temperature 
of the Body hath no Concern, they are ſeldom or 
never known to be miſled. | Wa 

I Hays engaged my ſelf very unwarily in too 
copious a Subject for ſo ſhort a Paper. The preſent 
Scope I would aim at, is to prove, that fome Pro- 
portion of human Knowledge appears requiſite to 
thoſe, who, by their Birth or Fortune, are called ta 
the making of Laws, and in a ſubordinate Way to 


the Execution of them; and that ſuch Knowledge 


js not to be obtained without a Miracle; under the 
frequent, corrupt, and ſottiſh Methods, of educatin 
thoſe, who are born to Wealth or Titles, For, f 
would have it remembered, that I do by no Means 
confine theſe Remarks to young Perſons of noble 
Birth ; the ſame Errors running t 
where there is Wealth enough to afford, that their 
Sons (at leaſt the Eldeſt) may be good for nothing. 
Why. ſhould my Son be a Scholar,. when it is not 
intended that he ſhould live by his Learning? By 
this Rule, if what is commonly ſaid be true, that 
Money anſwereth all Things, why ſhould my Son 
| be honeſt, temperate, juſt, or charitable, ſince he 
hath no Intention to depend upon any of theſe Qua- 
lities for a Maintenance? 
Wurz 


rough all Families, 
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Wren all is done, perhaps upon the whole, the 
Matter is not ſo bad as I would make it : And Gop, 
who, worketh Good our of Evil, a&ing only by the 
ordinary Courſe and Rule of Nature, permits this 
continual Circulation of human Things for his own 

unſearchable Ends. 'The Father grows rich by Ava- 
xice, Injuſtice, Oppreſſion ; he is a Tyrant in the 
| Neighbourhood over Slaves and Beggars, whom he 
calleth his Tenants. Why ſhould he deſire to have 


Qualities infuſed into his Son, which himſelf never 


poſſeſſed, or knew, or found the Want of in the 
Acquifition of his Wealth ? 'The Son bred in Sloth 
and Idleneſs, becomes a Spendthrift, a Cully, a Pro- 
fligate; and goes out of the World a Beggar, as his 
Father came in: Thus the former is puniſhed for 
his own Sins, as well as for thoſe of the latter. 
The Dunghil having raiſed a huge Muſhroom of 
ſhort Duration, i is now ſpread to enrich other Mens 
Lands. Ir is, indeed, of worſe Conſequence, 
where noble Families are gone to Decay; becauſe 

their Titles and Privileges outlive their Eſtates: 
And, Politicians tell us, that nothing i is more dange- 
tous to the Publick, than a numerous Nobility with- 
out Merit or Fortune. But even here, Gop hath 
likewiſe preſcribed ſome Remedy in the Order of 
Nature; ſo many great Families coming to an End 
by their Sloth, Luxury, and abandoned Luſts, which 
enervated their Breed through every Succeſſion, pro- 
ducing gradually a more effeminate Race, wholly 
unfit for W 
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Various SUBJECTS, 


1 E have juſt Religion enough to make 
us Hate, but not enough to make ug 
love one another. N 1 


1 JE Rexiecr on Things paſt, as Wars. 
| " Negotiations, Factions, and the like; 


3 | we enter ſo little into thoſe Intereſts, that we won= 
der how Men could poſſibly be ſo buſy, and concern- 
ed for Things ſo tranſitory: Look on the prefent 
Times, we find the ſame Humour, yer wonder not 
„„ 5 14 
'F A w1sz Man endeavours, by conſidering all Cir- 
cumſtances, to make Conjectures, and form Conclu- 
ſions: But the ſmalleſt Accident intervening, (and 
in the Courſe of Affairs it is impoſſible to foreſee 
all) doth often produce ſuch Turns and Changes, 
that at laſt he is juſt as much in doubt of Events, ag 
the moſt ignorant and unexperienced Perſon. | 


Posi- 
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Postrivansss is a good Quality for Preachers 
and Orators; becauſe whoever would obtrude his 


Thoughts and Reaſons upon a Multitude, will con- 


himſelf. 


How is it poſſible to expect that Mankind will 
take Advice, when they will not ſo much as take 
Warning + a 


- I roxger whether Advice be among the loſt 


Things which, Ariofto ſays, are to be found in the 


Moon: That and Time ought to have been there. 
No Preacher is liſtened to, but Time; which 
gives us the ſame Train and Turn of Thought, that 


elder People have tried in Vin to put into our 
Heads before. 


Wner we defire or ollicie any Thing ; our 


Minds run wholly on the good Side, or Circumſtan- 


ces of it; when it is obtained, our Minds run only 


on the 104 ones. 
IN a Glaſs-Houſe, the Workmen often fling in a 
ſmall Quantity of freſh Coals, which ſeems to diſturb, 
the Fire, but very much enlivens it. This may al- 
tude to a gentle ſtirring of the 5 that the, 
Mind may not languiſh. 
Reticion ſeems to have grown an Infant with 


Age, and requires Miracles to nurſe it, as it had 1 in 


its Infancy. 

Arr Fits of Pleaſure are batlaced by an equal 
8 of Pain, or Languor; it is like ſpending this 
Year, Part of the next Year's Revenue. 

Tux latter Part of a wiſe Man's Life is taken up 
in curing the Follies, Prejudices, and falſe Opinions 
he had contracted in the tormer, 


Ie. 


vince others the more, as he appears convinced 
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Troveurs on various Subject. 


Ir a Writer would know how to behave himſelf 
with relation to Poſterity; let him conſider in old 


Books, what he finds, that he is glad to know; and 
what Omiſſions he moſt laments. 


Wurarzver the Poets pretend, it is plain they 


give Immortality to none but themſelves: It is Ho- 


mer and Virgil we reverence and admire, not Ac bil- 


les or Mneas, With Hiſtorians it is quite the con- 
trary; our Thoughts are taken up with the Actions. 


Perſons, and Events WE read; and We little regard 
the Authors. 3 : 


* 


Wu a true Genius appears in the World, you 


may know him by this infallible Sign; that the 


Dunces are all in Confederacy againſt him. 

Mn, who poſſeſs all the Advantages of Life, are 
in a State where there are many Accidents to diſor- 
der and diſcompoſe, but few to pleaſe them. | 


Ir is unwiſe to puniſh Cowards with Ignominy 3 


for if they had regarded that, they would not have 


been Cowards: Death is their proper Puniſhment, 
becauſe they fear it moſt. 


TRE __ Inventions were produced in the 
Times o 


of Spleen or Melancholy. 


I am apt to think, that in the Day of Judgment 
there will be ſmall Allowance given to the Wiſe 
Be | fox 
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Ignorance; as the Uſe of the Compaſs. 
Gunpowder, and Printing; and by the dulleſt Na- 
tion, as the Germans. 

Ons Argument to prove that the common Rela- 
tions of Ghofts and Spectres are generally falſe; may 
be drawn from the Opinion held, that Spirits are 
never ſeen by more than one Perſon at a Time: 
That is to ſay, it ſeldom happens that above one Per- 
ſon in a Company is poſſeſt with any high Degree 


ae 
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ſor their want of Morals, or to the Ignorant for 


their want of Faith; becauſe, both are without Ex- 
cuſe. This renders the Advantages equal of Igno- 


rance and Knowledge. But ſome Scruples in che 
Wile, and ſome Vices in the Ignorant, will perhaps 
be forgiven upon the Strength of e to 
each. 

Tux Value of — Genen in Hiſtory, 
leſſens very much by diſtance of Time; although 
ſome minute Circumſtances are very valuable; and 


it requires great Judgment in a Writer to diftin- | 


gui. 


Ir is grown a Word of Courſe for Writers to lay, 


this critical Age, as Divines ſay, this ſinful Age. 
Ir is pleaſant to obſerve, how free the preſent 
Age is in laying Taxes on the next. Future Ares 
ſhall talk of this: This ſhall be famous to all Poſte- 
rity. Whereas, their 'Lime and Thoughts will be 
taken up about preſent Things, as ours are now. 
Tux Camelion. who is faid to feed upon nothing 
but Air, hath of all Animals the nimbleſt Tongue. 
Wurd a Man is made a ſpiritual Peer, he loſes 
his Sirname ; when a temporal, his Chriſtian Name. 
Ir is in Diſputes as in Armies; where the weak- 


er Side ſets up falſe Lights, and makes a great Noiſe, 


that the Enemy may Ann them to be more nu- 
merous and ſtrong than they really are. 


Sou Men, under the Notions of weeding out 
Prejudices; eradicate Religion, Virtue, and com- 


mon Honeſty. 
Ix all well: inſtituted Cm Care hat 


been taken to limit Mens Poſſeſſions; which is done 


for many Reaſons; and among the reſt, for one 


that perhaps is not often conſidered: Becauſe when 


Bounds 
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Bounds are ſet to Mens Deſires, after they have ac- 
quired as much as the Laws will permit them, their 
private Intereſt is at an End; and they have nothing 
to do, but to take care of the Publick. 

Turxk are but three Ways for a Man to re- 
venge himſelf of a cenſorious World: To deſpiſe 


it; to return the like; or to endeavour to live ſo 


as to avoid it. The firſt of theſe is uſually pretend- 
ed; the laſt is almoſt impoſſible; the univerſal Prac- 
tice is for the ſecond. 

Herodotus tells us, that in cold c Beaſts 
very ſeldom have Horns; but in hot they have ve- 
ry large ones. This might bear a pleaſant Appli- 
cation. 

I xzyzx heard a finer Piece af Satyr againſt Law- 
yers, than that of Aſt rologers ; when they pretend 
by Rules of Art to foretell in what Time a Suit will 
end, and whether to the Advantage of the Plaintiff or 
Defendant : Thus making the Matter depend entirely 
upon the Influence of the Stars, without the leaſt 
regard to the Merits of the Cans, 

Thar Expreſſion in Apocrypha about Tobit, and 
his Dog following kim, 1 have often heard ridicu- 
led; yet Homer has the ſame Words of Telemachus 
more than once; and Vi vil ſays ſomething like it 


of Evander. And I take the Book of Tobit to be 


partly poetical. 
Ina vx known ſome Men poſſeſſed of good Qua- 


lities, which were very ſerviceable to others, bur 
uſeleſs to themſelves; like a Sun-Dial on the Front 


of a Houle, to inform the Neighbours and Paſſen- 


gers, but not the Owner wichia. 
Ir a Man would regiſter all his Opinions upon 
Love, Politicks, Religion, Learning, and the like; 
| | "_ 


* | Tnovohrs on various Subjelts. 
begining from hi You, ado go on 
„ Hi a Bundle of Inconfiſtenci hn 
Wa. N appear at laſt ? es and Con- 
dp 5 J 1 do in Heaven we are ignora 
wee Bi not we are told expreſly . L. nt of ; 
Ae er given in Marria 5 that they 
"Bede; web ; ch. obſerves the Choice af T. ad 
„ 8 = diſpenſing of their Favours ; N 
e forbear paying ſome e 


7 
h 


Ari. 


Manes were 5 

. on; that is, while they were 1 

wa y, would never admit the 1 = 

Ir is a miſerabl i 

Tri e Th ive 1 

. . ing to hve in Suſpence; it 

_—_— dixit. | 

Tux Stoical Scheme of ſupplying our Wants, b 
by 


loppi 
pping off our Deſires; is like cutting off our F 
| eet 


* we want Shoes. 
HYSICIANS ought not to * 
sl rv 1 
oa _ for the ſame non b 
| —_—_— be Jurors upon Life ad De 1 mn 
A or a why ſo few Marriages yang | 
—_ * ng Ladies ſpend their Time 1 = 
- , * not in making Cages 8 og 
Fa. i y an will obſerve as he walks the Str 
2 ve he will find the merrieſt C _ 
ouning Coaches ountenances in 
OTHING more unqualifie 
| Sa M 
Prudence, than a Misfortune that 3 _ 
e th | wit 


Shame and Guilt. 


Tun 


ed by Xenophon; who, while their 


Vive quidem, pende tamen 


IIa 1 - 
CREPT > FEE ge IV A 
- 5 - Y 9 8 5 * 
> FT ES NES EW 3 wa 
: — . f CEE of) En 
8 3 2 TER 0.18 ET RN ö 8 
9 * 12 n r 2 : _ 
. 2 It 5 — E Fas Wee Cent * 
8 * 8 — C 5 4 8 q - 
on ” fe 2 * « FR EN 2 as < LA ty 4 yt 
n 4 7 * * WEN 5,464 * < r 2 33 — £ . G — 
Cs ; . , 8 . £5 SS . 
8 . > ö | 
* - 8 2 7 - 2 PIES. — A 2 * ” 7 
" 8 7 ph OPT 9 5 þ : 
« . 6 ** 5 1 LI 3 3 LEI uy 
Torr ”" £00 AR Ds, de hs Re BEL EN Inns A Ion 
* ! Fa”; AS 5 ee 5 
. e 3 e : 
7 x. 190 7 INE WO od le 9 n A 
n N „ 2 Sead 
5 * 9 e 8 ö WA, 
. 7 ARS h N 
' * BN F Ones. FUR a 
_ p 2 : N * 2 * 
"xo e K . Iu Se. 
N 2 * DEI EW EE 9 : 7 I 
* 1 33 R r N 3 
Ss Te 1 1 þ : 9 N n r 
+ Lal y a CO ASE EM SFAS + EAI hey” 2 
r N EY J . 
2 . . py R 8 : e 7 25 
. 5 EY ens Eg Rt, 4 þoe © Oo 2 
: WA, ps 3 9 NN e e ",. | A 
R e ISI ho 
IRS e 
3 


o 4 


Kod Cots . a S* ELITES A. 
NaN 2 3 ; \ 
- 5 F258 . . . 2 
8 0 FIG „ 


£4 * 


Rs Rs ee OT OI 
% DE TN BE 
1 ; 
aL. 
e ib. 


4 2 SIT, e N 
£6 CA . ĩͤ FI RES Nd N 
CER I be, 
r $ Se 5 


TrovdHrs on various Subjecke. 304 


Tus Power of Fortune is confeſt only by the 
Miſerable ; for the Happy impute all their Succeſs 


to Prudenee or Merit. | 


Ams1T10N often puts Men upon doing the means 
eſt Offices; ſo climbing is performed in the ſame 
Poſture with Creeping. 


III Company is like a Dog, who fouls thoſe moſt 


whom he loves beſt. | 
CenSURE is the Tax a Man pays to the Publick 


for being eminent. 


ALTHOUGH Men are accuſed for not knowing 


their own Weaknels ; yet perhaps as few know their 
own Strength. It is in Men as in Soils, where ſome- 


times there is a Vein of Gold, which the Owner 


knows not of. 


SATYR is reckoned the eaſieſt of all Wit; but 1 


take it to be otherwiſe in very bad Times: For it is 


as hard to ſatyrize well a Man of diſtinguiſhed Vices, 
as to praiſe well a Man of diſtinguiſhed Virtues. 


It it eaſie enoughyto do either to People of moderate 


Characters. 

InvenTION is the Talent of Youth, and Judg- 
ment of Age; ſo that our Judgment grows harder 
to pleaſe when we have fewer Things to offer it: 
This goes through the whole Commerce of Life. 


When we are old, our Friends find it Difficult to 
pleaſe us, and are leſs concerned whether we be 


pleaſed or no. | 


No wiſe Man ever wiſhed to be younger. 
An idle Reaſon leſſens the Weight of rhe good 


ones you gave before. 


THz Motives of the beſt Actions will not bows 
It is allowed, that the 
Cauſe of moſt Actions, good or bad, may be re- 


too ſtrict an Enquiry. 
ſolved 


204 'Trovenrs on various Subjelti. 
olved into the Love of our ſelves :' But the Self- 
Love of ſome Men inclines them to pleaſe others; 
and the Self-Love of others is wholly employed in 
pleaſing themſelves. This makes the great Diſtinc- 
tion between Virtue and Vice. Religion is the 
beſt Motive of all Actions; yet Religion is allowed 
to be the higheſt Inſtance of Self- Love. 
When the World hath once begun to uſe us ill, 
it afterwards continues the ſame Treatment with 
leſs Scruple or Ceremony ; as Men do a W hore. 
Oro Men view beſt at Diſtance with the Eyes 
of their Underſtanding, as well as with thoſe of 
Nature. | | | | - 
Sons People take more Care to hide their Wiſ- 
dom than their Folly. 
* Arxzirrary Power is the natural Object of 
Temptation to a Prince; as Wine or Women to a 


young Fellow, or a Bribe to a Judge, or Avarice 


to old Age, or Vanity to a Female. 
Anthony Henly's Farmer dying of an Aſthma, 


ſaid: Well, if I can get this Breath once out, 1 1 
will take care it ſhall never get in again. - 
Tus Humour of exploding many Things under 


the Names of Trifles, Fopperies, and only imagi- 
nary Goods, is a very falſe Proof either of Wifdom 
or Magnanity ; and a great Check to virtuous Ac- 
tions. For Inſtance, with Regard to Fame : 'There 
is in moſt People a Reluctance and Unwillingnels 


to be forgotten. We obferve, even among the, 


Vulgar, how fond they are to have an Inſcrip- 
tion over their Grave. It requires but little Phi- 


loſophy to diſcover and obſerve that there is no in- 


trinſick Value in all this; however, if it be found- 
ed in our Nature, as an Incitement to Virtue, it 
ought not to be ridiculed. Con- 


1 
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Complaint is the largeſt Tribute Heaven re- 
ceives; and the ſincereſt Part of our Devotion. 
Tur common Fluency of Speech in many Men, 


and moſt Women, is owing to the Scarcity of Mat- 
ter, and Scarcity of Words; for whoever is a Ma- 


ſter of Language, and hath a Mind full of Ideas; 
will be apt in ſpeaking to heſitate upon the Choice 
of both : Whereas common Speakers haye only one 
Set of Ideas, and one Set of Words to cloath them 
in; and theſe are always ready at the Mouth. So 
People come faſter out of a Church when it is 
almoſt empty, than when a Crowd is at the 
Door. 

Few are qualified to ſhine | in "MEN: ; but it is 
in moſt Mens Power to be agreeable. The Rea- 
ſon, therefore, why rſation runs ſo low at 
preſent, is not the Det of Underſtanding ; but 
Pride, Vanity, ill Nature, Affectation, — 
Poſiti veneſs; or ſome other Vice, the Effect of a 
wrong Education. 

To be vain, is rather a Mark of Humility than of 
Pride. Vain Men delight in telling what Honours 
have been done them, what great Company they 
have kept, and the like ; by which they plainly 
confeſs, that theſe Honowts were more then their 
Due; and ſuch as their Friends would not believe 
if they had not been told : Whereas a Man truly 
proud, thinks the greateſt Honours below his Me- 
rit, and conſequently ſcorns to boaſt. I therefore 
deliver it as a Maxim; that whoever defires the 


Character of a proud Man, 9 8 to „e his 


Vanity. | 
Vol. I. . Law 


— — 
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Law in a free Country, is, or . to be the 
e 


Determination of the Majority of tho 
Property in Land. 447 
Ox Argument uſed to the Diſadvantage of Pro- 
vidence, I take to be a very ſtrong one in its De- 
fence. It is obje&ed, that Storms and Tempeſts, 
unfruitful Seaſons, Serpents, Spiders, Flies, and o- 
ther noxious or troubleſome Animals, with many 
more Inſtances of the like Kind, diſcover an Im- 
perfection in Nature; becauſe human Life would 
be much eaſier without them: But the Deſign of 
Providence may clearly be perceived in this Pro- 
ceeding. The Motions of the Sun and Moon; in 
| ſhort, the whole Syſtem of the Univerſe, as far as 
Philoſophers have been able to diſcover and obſerve, 
are in the utmoſt Degree of Regularity and Perfec- 
tion: But wherever God hath left to Man the 
Power of interpoſing a Remedy by Thought or La- 
bour, there he hath placed Things in a State of 
Imperfe&ion, on purpoſe to ſtir up human Indu- 
ſtry; without which Life would ſtagnate, or in- 
deed rather could not ſubſiſt at all: Curis acuens 

mortalia Concordia. | hes 
Praiss is the Daughter of preſent Power. 
I avs known ſeveral Perſons of great Fame fot 
| Wiſdom in publick Affairs and — governed 
by fooliſh Servants. 


\ who have 


I raves known great Miniſters diſtinguiſhed for 


Wit and Learning, who preferred none but Dunces. 
I nave known Men of Valour, Cowards to their 


Wives. 


Inv known Men of the greateſt Cunning, per- 
petually cheated, 


* * 
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T xNnew three great Miniſters, who could ex- 
atly compute and ſettle the Accounts of a King- 
dom; but were wholly ignorant of their own 22 
conomy. | „ 
Tux Preaching of Divines helps to preſerve well- 
inclined Men in the Courſe of Virtue; but ſeldom 
or never reclaims the Viciou. | 
| Princes viſually make wiſer Choices than the 
Servants whom they truſt for the Diſpoſal of Places: 
I have known a Prince more than once chuſe an 
able Miniſter ; but IT never obſerved that Miniſter 
to uſe his Credit in the Diſpoſal of an Employment 
to a Perſon whom he thought the fitteſt for it. One 
of the greateſt in this Age owned and excuſed the 
Matter to me; from the Violence of Parties, and 
the Unreaſonableneſs of Friends. | 

SMALL Cauſes are ſufficient to make a Man un- 
eaſy, when great ones are not in the Way: For 
want of a Block he will ſtumble at a Straw. 
Di ONI Tv, high Station, or great Riches are in 
ſome ſort oe" to old Men, in order to keep 
the younger at a Diſtance; who are otherwiſe too 
apt to inſult them upon the Score of their Age. 

Every Man deſires to live long; but no Man 
would be old. EE 
Love of Flattery in moſt Men proceeds from the 
mean Opinion they have of themſelves; In Wo- 


men from the contrary. 


Ir Books and Laws continue to increaſe as they 


have done for fifty Years paſt ; I am in ſome Con- 


cern for future Ages, how any Man will be learned, 
or any Man a Lawyer. 


X 2 Kings 


ö art | 
38 Trovcnrs on various, SubjefF8, 


' Rincs are commonly ſaid to have Jong Hands 
I wiſh they had as Jong Ears. . 


” 


' Princes in their Infancy, Childhood and Youth, 
are {aid to diſcover prodigious Parts and Wit; to 
ſpeak Things that ſurprize and aſtoniſh : Strange, 
o many hopeful Princes, and ſo many ſhameful 
Kings! If they happen to die young, they would | 
have been Prodigies of Wiſdom and. Virtue : If 1 
they live, they are often Prodigies indeed; but of 4 
another Sort. / 

Potiricks, as the Word is commonly under- 
ſtood, are nothing but Corruptions; and conſequent- 
ly of no Uſe to a good King, or a good Miniſtry: 

For which Reaſon, Courts are -ſo over-run with 4 

r | = 

SILENU'S, the Foſter-Father of Bacchus, is 1 \ 

always carried by an Aſs, and hath Horns on his q 
Head. The Moral is; that Drunkards are led 1 
by Fools, and have a great Chance to be Cuc- 
kolds. | 
VENUS, a beautiful good-natured Lady, was 

the Goddeſs of Love; Juno, a terrible Shrew, the 

Goddeſs of Marriage; and they were always mor- 
tal Enemies. 5 | 

Tnosz who are againſt Religion, muſt needs be 

Fools: And therefore we read, that, of all Animals, 

God refuſed the Fir/# born of an Aſs. 

A vexy little Wit is valued in a Woman; as we 
are "pleaſed with a few Words ſpoken plain by a 
— Parrot. | 

A nice Man is a Man of naſty Ideas. 

APOLLO was held the God of Phyſick, and 
Sender of Diſeaſes: Both were originally the fame 
Trade, and {till continue. os 


8 


\ 


Trovcurs on various Suljeffs. | 1369 


Oro Men and Comets have been WI for 

the ſame Reaſon; their lon g Beards, and Pretences 
to foretel Events. 
I was asked at Court, IS, thought of the 
French Ambaſlador and his Train; who were all 
3 Embroidery and Lace; full of Bows, Cringes, and 
1 Geſtures ? I ſaid, it was Solomon's Importation ; Gold 
5 and Apes. 

THz is a Story in Pauſanias, of a Plot for be- 
traying a City, diſcovered by the Braying of an Aſs: 
The Cackling of Seeſe ſaved the Capitol: And Ca- 
taline's Conſpiracy was diſcovered by a W hore. 
Theſe are the only three Animals, as far as J re- 


member, famous in Hiſtory for Evidences and In- 
formers. 


Mosr Kinds of Diverſion in Non, Children, and 
© | Y other Animals, are an Imitation of Fighting. 
Iz AUGUSTUS meeting an Aſs with a Jugky Name, 
| | forerold himſelf good Fortune. I meer many Aſſes, 
L but none of them have lucky Names. 

3 Is a Man makes me keep my Diſtance ; ; the 
Comfort is, he keeps his at the ſame Time. | 
| Who can deny that all Men are violent Lovers 
of Truth, when we ſee them ſo poſitive i in their 
Errors ; which they will maintain · out of their Zeal 
to Truth, although they contradi& themſelves 

every Day of their Lives? 
THAT was excellently obſerved, ſay I, when TI 
read a Paſſage i in an Author, where his Opinion 
agrees with mine. When we differ, there I pro- 
nounce him to be ui ſtaken. 
Ver few Men, properly ſpeaking, live at pre- 
a ſent; but are n to Ji ve another Time, 
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As univerſal a Practice as Lying is, and as eaſy a 
one as it ſeems; I do not remember to have heard 

- three good Lyes in all my Converſation; even from 


thoſe ycho Were moſt celebrated in that Egculey, | 
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We have added out of the Preface to 
the fourth Volume of TATLERS, 
what is there ſaid of the Author, 


Nhe laſt TarIER, I promiſed ſome 
Fe» Explanations of Paſſages and Perſons 
mentioned in this Work, as well as 
ſome Account of the Affiftances I have 
had in the Performance. I ſhall. do 


this in very few Words; for when a Man has no 


Defign but to ſpeak plain Truth, he may ſay agreat 
Deal in a very narrow Compaſs. I have, in the 
Dedication of the firſt Volume, made my Acknows- 
ledgments to Dr. Swirr, whoſe pleaſant Writings, 
in the Name of Bickerſtaff, created an Inclination 
in the Town towards any Thing that could appear in 
the ſame Diſzuiſe. I muſt acknowledge alſo, that 
at my firſt entering upon this Work, a certain un- 
common Way of Thinking, and a Turn in Converſa- 
tion peculiar to that agreeable Gentleman, rendered 


N his Company very advantageous to one, whoſe Imagi- 


nation was to be continually employed upon obvious 
and common Subjects, though at the ſame Time 
obliged to treat of them in a new and unbeaten Me- 
thod. His Verſes on the Shower in Town, and the 
Deſcription of the Morning, are Inſtances of the 
Happineſs of that Genius, which could raiſe ſuch 


pleaſing Ideas upon Occaſions ſo barren to an ordina- 


ry Invention. 


THE 


NUMBER Cc XXX. 

2 n *. 2 
This Tarrrn, ORE to the ſame — contain 
el in the Letter to the Lord High -Treaſurer, was 
bbolgę br proper to be prefixed to the ſaid Letter. 
It is well known, that the Author writ ſeveral 
Tatlers, and ſome Spectators; and furniſhed Hints 
for many more. Particularly, The Tables of 
Fame, The Life and Adventures of a Shilling, 
The Account of England by an Indian King, 
and ſome others. But, as wwe are informed, he 


would never tell bis beſt Friends the particular 
Papers. 


LACS Hanks » — 
£ 


T burſcay, eee 28. Lie 


From my own Apartment, Sept. 27. 


HE following Letter hath laid before 

8 k; me many great and manifeſt Evils, in 
MM the World of Letters which I had 
overlooked; but they open to me a 
very buly Sens and it will require 
no ſmall Care and Application to amend Errors 
which 
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The Afeckarion 
of Politeneſs,. is FE in this Epiſtle with a great 
deal of Wit and Diſcernment; ſo that, 87 
Diſcourſes I may fall into hereafter upon the Sub- 


jects the Writer treats of, I ſhall at preſent lay che 


Matter before the World, without the leaſt Alters- 
tion from the Words of my Correſpondent, 


To Lage BickprStAFF, ſg 
SIR 
HERE are ſome Abuſes among us 3 
Conſequence, the Reformation of which is 


acvperh your Province; although, as far as I have 


been converſant in your Papers, you have ugt yet 
confidered them. Theſe are the deplorable Irnorance 
that for ſome Years hath reigned among our Engliſh 
Writers; the great Depravity of our Taſte; and 
the continual Corruption of our Style. I. ſay nothing 
here of F thoſe who handle particular Sciences, Divi- 


nity, Law, Phyſick, and the like; I mean the Tra- 


ders in Hiſtory and Politicks, and the Belles Let- 
tres; together with thoſe by whom Books are not 
tranſlated, bnt (as the common Expreſſions are) 
Done out of French, Latin, or other Language, 


and made Engliſh. I cannot but obſerve to you, 


that until of , Nears, a Grub-ſtreet Book was 
always bound in Sheep-skin, with ſuitable Print and 
Paper ; the Prige never aboue a Shilling; and taken 
off wholly by common Tradeſmen, or Country Pedlars. 
But now they appear in all Sizes and Shapes, and 
in all Places: They are handed about from 
ul in every Coffze-houſe to Perſons of Quality: 
_ 
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are fbewy in Weſtminſter-Hall, and the Court of 
Requeſts. You may ſee them gilt, and in Royal pa- 
Per of five or fix Hundred Pages, and rated accord. 
inh. I would engage to furniſh you with a Cata- 
Fegue of Engliſh Books publiſhed within the Compaſs 
of ſeven Years paſt, which at the fr Hand would 
co you an Hundred Pounds; wherein you ſpall not 

be ab to find ten Lines together of common Gram. 
mar, or common Senſe. 

THESE two Evils, Ignorance, and want of .a- 
Tafte, have produced aThird; I mean the continual b = 
Corruption of our Engliſh Tongue; which, without KF 
ſome timely Remedy, will ſuffer more by the falſe 


C0 9 Drs; at Bo. 


2 Twenty Years paſt, than it hath © | fe 
in the foregoing Hundred. And this 1 
8 al 1 2 chiefly to enlarge upon; leaving the 8 
former Evils to your Animadverfion. Fj] o 
307, inftead of giving you a Lift of the late 1 
Refinements crept into our Language; I here ſens h 
von the Copy of a Letter I received ſome Time ago { 


Jo s mot accompliſhed Perſon in this Way of 


Writing ; upon which I. ſpall make ſoine Remarks 
It is in theſe 8585 E- 


W e 
r „ ]. 
F 


Con 2 et the Things you ſent for all about 
* Town. " thot to ha come down my ſelf. =: 
and then I'd ha bro't um; but T ha'n't don't, and ! 


- e 
J Os” 


I believe I can t dot, that's pozz Tom begins 
to g mſelf Airs, becauſe he's going with the Pl. 
* nipo's.. ——-*Tis ſaid the French King will bam- 
g boozel us agen, which cauſes many Speculations, = 
$ The Facks, and others of that Kidney, are very = . 
pls, 5 | 
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* uppiſh, and alert upon t, as you may ſee by thei 
* Phizz's. Will Hazard has got the Hipps, 
having loſt 10 the Tu une of five Hundr d Pound, 
tho he underſtands Play very well, no Body better. 


Fe has promis t me upon Rep, to leaye off Play; ; 


but you know tis a Weakneſs he's too apt to gius 


* into, tho he has as much Wit as any Man, no bo- 
* dy more. He has lain incog ever ſince. The 


Mob's very quiet with us now. Il believe you 
tho't T banter d you in my laſt like a Country Put. 
6 I Iban t leave Town this Month, Sc. 


„ 


Tus Letter is in every Point an . Pat- 


tern of the preſent polite Way of \ Writing; nor is 


it of leſs Authority for being an Epiſtle: You may 


gather every Flower of it, with a Thouſand more 


of equal Sweetneſs, from the Books, Pamphlets, and 
ſingle Papers, offered us every Day in the-Coffee- 
houſes: And theſe are the Beauties introduced to 
ſupply the Want of Wit, Senſe, Humour and 
Learning; which formerly were looked upon as 
Qualifications for a Writer. If a Man of Wit, who 
died Forty Years ago, were to riſe from the Grave 
on Purpoſe; how would he be able to read this 


Letter? And after he had got through that Difh- 


culty, how would he be able to underſtand it? 
The firſt Thing that ſtrikes your Eye, is the Breaks 
at the End of almoſt every Sentence; of which 1 
know not the Uſe, only that it is a Refinement, 
and very frequently praiſed. Then you will ob- 
ſerve the Abbreviations and Eliſions, by which Con- 
ſonants of moſt obdurate Sound are joined together, 
without one ſoftening Vowel to intervene : And all 


this only to make one — of two, directly con- 


trar * 
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trary to the Example of the Greeks and Romans; 
altogether of the Gothick Strain, and a natural Ten- 
dency towards relapſing into Barbarity, which de- 
lights in Monoſyllables, and uniting of mute Con- 
ſonants; as it is obſervable in all the Northern Lan- 
guages. And this is ſtill more viſible in the next 
Refinement, which conſiſteth in pronouncing the 
firſt Syllable in a Word that hath many, and diſ- 
miſling the reſt; ſuch as Phizz, Hipps, Mobb, 
Pozz, Rep, and many more; when we are alread 
pver-loaded with Monoſyllables, which are the Dil. 
prace of our Language. Thus we cram one Sylla- 
le, and cut off the reſt; as the Owl fattened her 


Mice after ſhe had bit off their Legs, to prevent 


them from running away ; and if ours be the ſame 
Reaſon for maiming of Words, it will certainly an- 
{wer the End, for f am ſure no other Nation will 
defire to borrow them. Some Words are hitherto 
but fairly ſplit; and therefore only in their Way to 
Perfection; as Incog. and Plenipo s: But in a ſhort 
Time, it is to be hoped, they will be further docked | 
to Inc and Plen. This Reflection had made me, of 
late ears, very impatient for a Peace; which I be- 
lieve would ſave the Lives of many brave Words, 
as well as Men. The War hath introduced abun- 
dance of Polyſyllables, which will never be able to 
live many more Campaigns. Speculations, Opera- 
tions, Preliminaries, Ambaſſadors, Palliſadoes, 
Communication, Circumvallation, Battallions, as nu- 


merous as they are, if they attack us too frequently | 
in our Coffee-houſes, we ſhall certainly put them 
to Flight, and cut off the Rear, 
Tux third Refinement obſerveable in the Letter 
I fend you, confiſteth in the Choice of certain 
Words 


Words invented by ſome pretty Fellows, ſuch 


plainly 


W. 2 n Tast - 
2 
Banter, Bamboozle, Country Put, and Kidney, as it 
is there applied; ſome of which are now ſtruggling 
for the Vogue, and others are in Poſſeſſion of it. 
have done my utmoſt for ſome Years paſt, to ſtop 
the Progreſs of Mob and Banter; but have been 
| — down by Numbers, and betrayed by 
thoſe who promiſed to aſſiſt me. „ 
In the laſt Place, you are to take Notice of cer- 
tain Choice Phraſes ſcattered through the Letter; 
ſome of them tolerable enough, till they were worn. 
ro Rags by ſervile lmitators. You might eaſily find 
them, although they were not in a different Print ; 
and therefore I need not diſturb them. 
Tusk are the falſe Refinements in our Style, 
which you ought to correct: Firſt, by Arguments 
and fair Means; but if thole fail, I think you are to 
make Uſe of your Authority as Cenſor, and by an 
annual Index Expurgatorius, expunge all Words 


and Phraſes that are offenſive to good Senſe, and 


condemn thoſe barbarous Mutilations of Vowels 
and Syllables. In this laſt Point, the uſual Pretence 
is, that they ſpell as they ſpeak: A noble Standard 
for Language! 'To depend upon the Caprice of eve- 
ry Coxcomb ; who, becauſe Words are the Cloath- 
ing of our Thonghts, cuts them out, and ſhapes 
them as he pleaſes, and changes them oftner than 
his Dreſs. I believe, all reaſonable People would 
be content, that ſuch Refiners were more ſparing of 
their Words, and liberal in their Syllables. On this 
Head, I ſhould be glad you would beſtow ſome 
Advice upon ſeveral young Readers in our Chur- 
ches; who coming up from the Univerſity, full 
fraught with Admiration of our Town Politeneſs, 


Will 
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will needs correct the Style of their Prayer-Books, 

In reading the Abſolution, they are very careful to 
ſay Pardons and Abſolves; and in the Prayer for 
the Royal Family, it muſt be endue m, enrich um, 
proſper um, and bring um. Then, in their Sermons 
they uſe all the modern Terms of Art; ham, Ban- 
ter, Mob, Bubble, Bully, Cutting, Shuffling, and 
Palming: All which, and many more of the like 
Stamp, as I have heard them often in the Pulpit 
from ſome young Sophiſters ; ſo I have tead them 
in ſome of thoſe Sermons that have made a great 


Noiſe of late. The Deſign, it ſeems, is to avoid 


the dreadful Imputation of Pedantry ; to ſhew us, 
that they know the Town, underſtand Men and 


Manners, and have not been poring upon old un- 


faſhionable Books in the Univerſity. 


F SHOULD be glad to ſee you the Inſtrument of 


introducing into our Style, that Simplicity which is 
the beſt and trueſt Ornament of moſt Things in 
human Life, which the politer Ages al ways aimed 
at in their Bui lding and Dreſs, (Simplex munditiis) 
as well as their Productions of Wit. It is manifeſt, 
that all new affected Modes of Speech, whether 
borrowed from the Court, the Town, or the 'Thea- 
tre, are the firſt periſhing Parts in any Language; 
and, as I could prove by many Hundred Inſtances; 
have been ſo in ours. The Writings of Hookers 
who was a Country Clergyman, and of Parſons the 
| Jeſuit, both in the Reign of Queen Elisabeth; are 
in a Style that, with very few Allowances, would 
not offend any preſent Reader ; much more clear and 
intelligible than thoſe of Sir E Weoron, Sir Robert 
Naunton, Osborn, Daniel the Hiſtorian, and ſeve- 
ral others who writ later; but being Men of the 


Court: 
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Court, and affe&ing the Phraſes then in Faſhion; 


they are often either not to be underſtood, or appeat 


perfe&ly ridiculous, | 
Wrar Remedies are to be applied to theſe E- 


vils, I have not Room to conſider; having, I fear, 


already taken up moſt of your Paper. Beſides, I 
think it is our Office only to repreſent Abuſes, and 
yours to redreſs them, I am, with great Reſpe&, 


SIR, 


Yours, &G. 


The End of the Firſt Volume. 


— — 
Fug 


— — — 
— 


— — — — — — Oe —— - 


Do —— * ; == = o— — 
w I ! PPP 


* g 
* 
: . 
, + a4 ' % Tg . 
v „ + >S 2 
. | * * 1 
EY & 4 = oy . | 
* e f | 
s 
s "Wi Ld Fi S v 9 6 
y 2 * 5 + ow 9 a - 1 N 2 5 Re 3 ; 
„ * f 1 : a | $i 
S. 4 {2 ” + * 2 2 * # - 0 : 5 5 £1 
* 
7 — 1 s EM 
* 4 <P. 
- 7 * 8 * - 0 : * * 4 % 
aer: 28 » 4 9 4 0 3231 
Ss a * o - & — * ' 
a + 


Ly * * * 
='y ＋ . 4 : ; 
ts a ” * * * 4 8 * - * — 
0 : o * ©. 4-4 * * # 2 
” x 
8 » 
* * * \ * ; 
* 4 4 £ * 
4 „ S « 
» . a - 
: 2 . * 4 , 
by 2 = 
F 
4 T 7 } 
* : 
* 
\ 
"8 
x 
| 15 
o * * : E | 
o © « x . —_ 
| ts — 
. R 
[2 
' 
: — 
8 — _ 
L * 4 2 1 F 
=. S. 
ö W | 
7 0 R 
x * 
128 : | 
20 «© 
\ * 
* 
| 4 
ny 4 YI 


N 
N 


- > Fl 


N 75 * 
wt 

I 

Cort, * 


* 
4 


| APPEN DIX- 


The Printer and Publiſper bercof having been in 
London after the firſt Volume was printed off, 

4 met with the following TatLers, which are 
Fl ſuppoſed to be wrote by the Author of 1he forego- 
ing Works; and as they were never printed in 
1 this King dom, we hope they will te acceptable to 
$S our Readers. | 


TATLER. 


| in o. V 
— Laceratque, trahitque 
Molle pecus. ——— = 


— 


r 


mend 


From I Fan. 23, to Saturday Jan. 27, 1710. 


Moros other Severities I have met 
"WY «| with from ſome Criticks, the cruelleſt 
g 1 2 ial 4, for an old Man 1 is, that they will not 
& ä let me be at quiet in my Bed, but pur- 
— ſue me to my very Dreams. I muſt 
not dream but when they pleaſe, nor upon Jong con- 
tinued Subjects, however viſionary in their own 
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Nature; becauſe there is a manifeſt Moral quite 


through them, which to produce as a Dream is impro- 
bable and unnatural. The Pain I might have had 
from this Objection, is prevented by conſidering they 


have miſled another, againſt which I ſhould have 
been at a Loſs to defend my ſelt. They might have 


asked me, whether the Dreams I publiſh can pro- 


perly be called Lucubrations, which is the Name T 


have given to all my Papers, whether in Volumes 
or Halt-ſheets : So manifeſt a Contradiction in Termi - 
nis, that I wonder no Sophiſter ever thought of it: 


But the other is a Cavil. I remember when I was a 


Boy at School, I have often dreamed out the whole 
Paſſages of a Day; that I rode a Journey, : baited, 
ſupped, went to Bed, and roſe the next Morning: 
And I have known young Ladies who could dream 
a whole Contexture of Adventures in one Night, 
large enough to make a Novel. In Youth the Ima- 
ination is ſtrong, not mixed with Cares, nor tinged 
with thoſe Paſſions that moſt diſturb and confound 
it; ſuch as Avarice, Ambition, and many others. 
Now, as old Men are ſaid to grow Children again, 
ſo in this Article of Dreaming, I am returned to my 


Childhood. My Imagination is at full Eaſe, with- 
out Care, Avarice or Ambition, to clog it; by which, 


among many others, I have this Advantage, of doub- 


ling the ſmall Remainder of my Time, and living 


four and twenty Hours in the Day. However, the 
Dream I am now going to relate, is as wild as can 
well be imagined , and adapted to pleaſe theſe Re- 
finers upon Sleep, without any Moral that I can 
diſcover. | : 


Ir happened that my Maid left on the Table in 


; my Bed-Chamber, one of her Story-Books (as ſhe 
| VV 6 calls 


85 Nv; 


1 OO SOT. 


* — 9 0 


NO A. A. 7 


1 


B 2 3 5 7 


> = © 
ERS 


©» SMP 
195 


N®. V. | 
calls them) which I cook up, and found full of 
* ſtrange Impertinence, fitted to her Taſte and Con- 
* dition ; of poor Servants who came to be Ladies, 
and Serving-Men of Jow Degree, who married 
* Kings Daughters. Among other things, I met this 
_ © ſage Obſervation ; That a Lion would never hurt 


The TaTLER. 


With this Medly of Nonſenſe in 


© a true ky 60 
went to Bed, and dreamed that a Friend 


* my Fancy 


* waked me in the Morning, and propoſed for Pal- 


time to ſpend a few Hours in ſeeing the Pariſh 


Lions, which he had not done ſince he came to 


Town; and becauſe they ſhowed but once a 
© Week, he would not miſs the Opportunity. I ſaid 
* I would humour him; although, to ſpeak the 
Truth, I was not fond of thoſe cruel Spectacles; 
* and if it were not ſo ancient a Cuſtom, founded, 
as I had heard, upon the wiſeſt Maxims, I ſhould 
be apt to cenſure the Inhumanity of thoſe who in- 
* troduced it. All this will be a Riddle to the wak- 
* ing Reader, until 1 diſcover the Scene my Imagina- 
© tion had formed upon the Maxim, That a Lion 
* would never hurt a true Virgin. I dreamed, that 
by a Law of immemorial Time, a He-Lion was kept 
in every Pariſh at the common Charge, and in a 
© Place provided, adjoyning to the Church-yard : 
That, before any one of the Fair Sex was married, 
* if ſhe affirmed her {elf to be a Virgin, ſhe muſt on 
her Wedding-Day, and in her Wedding: Clothes, 
perform the Ceremony of going alone into the Den, 


and ſtay an Hour with the Lion let looſe, and kept 


« faſting four and twenty Houts on purpoſe. At a 


proper Height, above the Den, were convenient 


Galleries for the Relations and Friends of the young 


* Couple, and open to all Spectaters. No Maiden 
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* was forced to offer her ſelf to the Lion; but if 
i © ſhe refuſed, it was a Diſgrace to marry her, and 
every one might have Liberty of calling her a 
Whore. And methought it was as uſua! a Diver- 
Hon to ſee the Pariſh-Lions, as with us to go to 2 
Play or an Opera. And it was reckoned conve- 
nient to be near the Church, either for marrying 
* the Virgin if ſhe eſcaped the 'Trial, or for bury- 
ing her Bones when the Lion had devoured the 
* reſt, as he conſtantly did. 
To go on therefore with the Dream: * We 
called firſt (as I remember) to ſee St. Dunſtan's 
Lion, but we were told they did not ſhew To- 
day : From thence we went to that of Covent- 
Garden, which, to my great Surprize, we found 
as lean as a Skeleton, when I expected quite the 
contrary; but the Keeper ſaid it was no Wonder 
at all, becauſe the poor Beaſt had not got an 
Ounce of Woman's Fleſh fince he came into the 
Pariſh. This amazed me more than the other, 
and I was forming to my ſelf a mighty Venera- 
tion for the Ladies in that Quarter of the Town; 
when the Keeper went on, and ſaid, he won- 
dered the Pariſh would be at the Charge of main- 
taining a Lion for nothing. Friend, (ſaid I) do 
you call it nothing, to juſtify the Virtue of ſo 
many Ladies, or hath your Lion loſt his diſtin- 
guiſhing Faculty ? Can there be any thing more 
for the Honour of your Pariſh, than chat all the 
Ladies married in your Church were pure Vir- 
* gins? That is true, ( ſaid he) and the Doctor 
© knows it to his Sorrow; for there hath not been 
a Couple married in our Church fince his Wor- 
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* ſhip came amongſt us. The Virgins hereabouts 
are too wiſe to venture the Claws of the Lion; 
and becauſe no body will marry them, have all 
entered into Vows of Virginity. So that in Pro- 
portion we have much the largeſt Nunnery in the 
whole Town. This Manner of Ladies entering 
into a Vow of Virginity, becauſe they were not 
Virgins, I eaſily conceived ; and my Dream told 
me, that the whole Kingdom was full of Nunne- 


_ © ries, plentifully ſtocked from the ſame Reaſon. 


* Wx went to ſee another Lion, where we 
* fonnd much Company met in the Gallery : The 
« Keeper told us, we ſhould ſee Sport enough, as 
he called it; and in a little time, we ſaw a young 
beautiful Lady put into the Den, who walked up 
© towards the Lion with all imaginable Security in 
her Countenance, and looked ſmiling upon her 
Lover and Friends in the Gallery; which 1 
thought nothing extraordinary, becauſe it was ne- 


ver known that any Lion had been miſtaken. 


But however, we were all diſappointed; for the 
Lion lifted up his right Paw, which was the fatal 
* Sign, and advancing forward, ſeized her by the 
Arm, and began to tear it: 'The poor Lady gave 
« a terrible Shriek, and cryed out, The Lion is juſt, 
] am no true Virgin! Oh! Sappho, Sappho. She 
could ſay no more; for the Lion gave her tha 


Coup de Grace, by a Squeeze in the Throat, ang 
ſhe expired at his Feet. The Keeper dragged Fo 


away her Body to feed the Animal after the Com- 
* pany ſhould be gone; for the Pariſh-Lions never 
© uſed to eat in publick. After a little Pauſe, ano- 
© ther Lady came on towards the Lion in the ſame! 
Manner as the former: We obſerved the Beaſt 
imel} , 
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ſmell her with great Diligence; he ſcratched 
both her Hands with lifting them to his Noſe, 
© and laying one of his Claws on her Boſom, drew 
Blood : * he let her go, and at the ſame 
time turned from her with a Sort of Contempt, 
at which ſhe was not a little mortified, and re- 
tired with ſome Confuſion to her Friends in the 
Gallery. Methought the whole Company im- 
mediately underſtood the Meaning of this; that 
the Eaſineſs of the Lady had ſuffered her to ad- 
mit certain imprudent and dangerous Familiari- 
ties, bordering too much upon what is crimi- 
nal ; neither was it ſure whether the Lover then 
preſent had not ſome Sharers with him in 
thoſe Freedoms, of which a Lady can never be 
too ſparing. | 


"a. a ©® . a «a 0,10; a, ©. &@ 


This happened to be an extraordinary Day; 
for a third Lady came into the Den, laughing 
loud, playing with her Fan, toſſing her Head 
and ſmiling round on the young Fellows in the 
Gallery. However, the Lion leaped on her with 
reat Fury, and we gave her for gone; but on a 
fudden he let go his Hold, turned from her as if 
he were nauſeated, then gave her a Laſh with 
his Tail; after which ſhe returned to the Gal- 
lery, not the leaſt out of Countenance: And 
this, it ſeems, was the uſual Treatment of Co- 
quets. Fr 
I I THovenT we had now ſeen enough; but 
my Friend would needs have us go and viſit one 
\or cwo Lions in the City. We called at two or 
three Dens where they happened not to ſhew ; 
but we generally found half a Score young Girls, 
| . 85 between 
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© between Eight and Eleven Years old, playing 
* with each Lion, fitting on his Back, and put- 
* ting their Hands into his Mouth ; ſome of them 
* would now and then get a Scratch, but we al- 
* ways diſcovered, upon examining, that they had 
* been hoydening with the young Apprentices. 
* One of them was calling to a pretty Girl about 
* twelve Years old, who ſtood by us in the Galle- 


1 xy, to come down to the Lion, and upon her 


* Refuſal, ſaid, Ah, Miſs Betty, we could never 
get you to come near the Lion, ſince you played at 
* Hoop and Hide with my Brother in the Garret, 

Ws followed a Couple, with the Wedding 
Folks, going to the Church of St. Mary Ax. 
* The Lady although well ſtricken in Years, ex- 


© tremely crooked and deformed, was dreſſed out 
ü beyond the Gaiety of Fifteen; having jumbled. 


together, as I imagined, all the rawdry Remains 
of Aunts, Godmothers, and Grandmothers, for 
{ome Generations paſt ; One of the Neighbours 
whiſpered me, that ſhe was an old Maid, and had 
the cleareſt Reputation of any in the Pariſh. 
There is nothing ſtrange in that, thought I, bus 
was much ſurprized, when I obſerved afterwards 
that ſhe went towards the Lion with Diſtruſt and 


© Concern. The Beaſt was lying down; but upon 
Sight of her, ſnuffed up his Noſe two or three 
Times, and then giving the Sign of Death, pro- | 
© ceeded inſtantly to Execution. In the Midſt of 
* her Agonies, ſhe was heard to name the Words, 


« Ttaly and Artifices, with the utmoſt Horror, and 
* ſeveral repeated Execrations: And at laſt con- 


_ © cluded, Foo] that I was, to put ſo much Confidence 
in the Toughneſs of my Skin. 


Tus 
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Tux Keeper immediately ſet all in Order again 
* for another Cuſtomer, which happened to be a 
famous Prude, whom her Parents after long 
© 'Threatnings, and much Perſuaſion, had with the s 


a «„ mf 


© extremeſt Difficulty prevailed on to accept a = 
* young handſome Goldſmith, who' might have = 
* pretended to fave times her Fortune. The Fa- = 
* thers and Mothers in the Neighbourhood uſed to 8-1 
© quote her for an Example to their Daughters. b 

« Her Elbows were rivitted to her Sides; and her b 

* whole Perſon ſo ordered as to inform every Body 3 


that ſhe was afraid they ſhould touch her. e 
only dreaded to approach the Lion, becauſe it nass 
© a He One, and abhorred to think a Male Animal 23 
'* ſhould preſume to breathe on her. The Sight | 
* of a Man at twenty Yards Diſtance made her 3 
draw back her Head. She always fat upon the | 
* farther Corner of the Chair, although there were 
6 fix Chairs between her and her Lover, and with 1 
the Door wide open, and her little Siſter in the F 
Room. She was never ſaluted but at the Tip of F 
her Ear; and her Father had much ado to make 


her dine without her Gloves, when there was a I 
Man at Table. She entered the Den with ſome . 
Fear, which we took to proceed from the Height | 
of her Modeſty, offended at the Sight of ſo ma- pF 
* ny Men in the Gallery. The Lion beholding ſ 
© her at a Diſtance, immediately gave the deadly 4 
Sign; at which the poor Creature (methinks I ; 


« ſee her ſtill) miſcarried in a Fright before us all. 
The Lion ſeemed to be ſurprized as much as we, 
+ and gave her time to make her Confeſſion; That 
« ſhe was five Months gone, by the Foreman of her 

& Father's 
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© Father's Shop ; that this was ber third big Belly; 
and when her Friends asked, why ſhe would ven- 
ture the Trial? She ſaid, ber Nurſe aſſured ber, 
that a Lion would never burt Woman with 


Child“ Upon this I immediately awaked, and 


could not help wiſhing, that the Deputy-Cenſors 
of my late Inſtitution were indued with the fame 
Inſtin& as theſe Pariſh-Lions " _ 
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Ingenuas didiciſſe fideliter Artes 
Emollit Mores.— O ud. 


F rom Saturd. Mar. 3, to Tueſd. Mar. 6. 1 7 10. 


— 


From my own Apartment. in Channel-Row, 
| . 8 


Hoss inferior Duties of Life which 
che French call Jes petites Morales, 
or the ſmaller Morals, are with us 
diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Good 
Manners, or Breeding. This I look 
upon, in the general Notion of it, to be a Sort of 


artificial good Senſe, adapted to the meaneſt Capa- 


cities; and introduced to make Mankind eaſy in 


their 
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their Commerce with each other. Low and little 
Underſtandings, without ſome Rules of this Kind, 
would be. perpetually wandering into a Thouſand 
Indecencies and Irregularities in Behaviour; and in 

their ordinary Converſation fall into the ſame boi- 
ſterous Familiarities that one obſerves amongſt 
them, when a Debauch has quite taken away the 
Uſe of their Reaſon. In other Inſtances, it is odd 
to conſider, that for want of common Diſcretion, 
the very End of Good Breeding is wholly pervert- 
ed; and Civility, intended to make us eaſy, is em- 
ployed in laying Chains and Fetters upon us, in 
debarring us of our Wiſhes, and in croſſing our 
moſt reaſonable Deſires and Inclinations. This 
Abuſe reigns chiefly in the Country, as I found to 
my Vexation, when I was laſt there, in a Viſit I 
made to a Neighbour about two Miles from my 
Couſin. As ſoon as I entered the Parlour, they 
put me into the great Chair that ſtood cloſe by 
a huge Fire, and keps me there by Force, untill I 
was almoſt ſtifled. Then, a Boy came in great 
Hurry to pull off my Boots, which I in vain op- 
poſed, urging, that I muſt return ſoon after Dinner. 
In the mean time, the good Lady whiſpered her 
eldeſt Daughter, and flipped a Key into her Hand. 
'The Girl returned inſtantly with a Beer-Glaſs half 
Full of Aqua Mirabilis and Syrup of Gillyflowers, 
I took as much as I had a mind for; but Madam 
vowed I ſhould drink it off, (for ſhe was ſure it 
would do me good after coming out of the cold 
Air) and I was forced to obey; which — | 


took away my Stomach, When Dinner came 
I had a mind to fit at a Diſtance from the Fire; but 
they told me, it was as much as my Life was worth, = 
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and ſet me with my Back juſt againſt it. Although 
my Appetite were quite gone, I reſolved to force 
down as much as I could; and defired the Leg of a 


Pullet. Indeed, Mr. Bickerftaff, ſays the Lady, 


you muſt eat a Wing to oblige me; and ſo put a 
Couple upon my Plate. I was perſecuted at this 
Rate, during the whole Meal. As often as I called 
for Small Beer, the Maſter tipped the Wink, and 
the Servant brought me a Brimmer of October. 
Some time after Dinner, I ordered my Couſin's Man 
who came with me, to get ready the Horſes; but 
It was refolved I ſhould not ſtir that Night; and 
when I ſeemed pretty much bent upon going, they 
ordered the Stable Door to be locked; and the 
Children hid my Cloak and Boots. The next Que- 
ſſtion was, what I would have for Supper? I ſaid I 
never eat any thing at Night, but was at laſt in my 


own Defence obliged to name the firſt thing that 
came into my Head. After three Hours ſpent 


chieſly in Apologies for my Entertainment, inſi- 
nuating to me, That this was the worſt time of 
© the * for Proviſions; that they were at a great 
Diſtance from any Market; that they were afraid 
* T ſhould be ſtarved; and that they knew they 
kept me to my Loſs; the Lady went, and left 


me to her Husband (for they took ſpecial Care 1 


mould never be alone.) As ſoon as her Back was 
turned, the little Miſſes ran backwards and forwards 
every Moment; and conſtantly as they came in or 
went out, made a Courteſy directly at me, which 

in good Manners I was forced to return with a Bow, 
aud, Your bumble Servant pretty Miſs. Exactly at 


Re d- 


Eight the Mother came up, and diſcovered by the 
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Redneſs of her Face, that Supper was not far off. 


It was twice as large as the Dinner; and my Perſe- 


cution doubled in Proportion. I deſired at my uſual 


Hour to go to my Repoſe, and was conducted to 


my Chamber by the Gentleman, his Lady, and the 
whole Train of Children. They importuned me 


to drink ſomething before I went to Bed; and upon 


my refuſing, at laſt left a Bottle of Stingo, as they 
called it, for fear I ſhould wake and be thirſty in the 
Night. I was forced in the Morning to riſe and 
dreſs myſelf in the Dark, becauſe they would not 


ſuffer my Kinſman's Servant to diſturb me at the 


Hour I deſired to be called. I was now reſolved 


to break through all Meaſures to get away; and af- 


ter ſitting down to a monſtrous Breakfaſt of cold 
Beef, Mutton, Neats-Tongues, Veniſon-Paſty, and 
ſtale Beer, took Leave of the Family, But the 
Gentleman would needs ſee me Part of my Way; 
and carry me a ſhort Cut through his own Grounds, 
which he told me would ſave half a Mile's Riding, 
This laſt Piece of Civility had like to have coſt me 
dear, being once or twice in Danger of my Neck, 
by leaping over his Ditcles, = at laſt forced to 
alight in the Dirt; when my Horſe having ſlipped 
his Bridle, ran away, and took us up more than an 
Hour to recover him again. 


Ir is evident, that none of the Abſurdities 1 
met with in this Viſit proceeded from an ill Inten- 


tion, but from a wrong Judgment of Complaiſance, 
and a Miſapplication in the Rules of it. I cannot 
ſo eaſily excuſe the more refined Criticks upon Be- 
haviour, who having profeſſed no other Study, are 


vet infinitely defective in the moſt material Parts of 
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it. Ned Faſhion hath been bred all his Life about 
Court, and underſtands to a Tittle all the Pun&i- 
lio's of a Drawing-Room. He viſits moſt of the 
fine Women near St. Fames's; and upon every 
Occaſion ſays the civileſt and ſofreſt Things to 
them of any Man breathing. To Mr. Iſaac he 
' Owes an eaſy Slide in his Bow, and a graceful Man- 
ner of coming into a Room. But in ſome other 
_ Caſes he is very far from being a well-bred Perſon : 
He laughs at Men of far ſuperior Underſtanding to 
his own, for not being as well dreſſed as himſelf; 
deſpiſeth all his Acquaintance who are not of Qua- 
lity; and in publick Places hath on thet Account 
often avoided taking Notice of ſome among the 
beſt Speakers in the Houſe of Commons. He rail- 
eth ſtrenuouſly at both Univerſities before the 
Members of either ; and is never heard to ſwear an 
Oath, or break in upon Religion and Morality, 
except in the Company of Divines. On the other 
Hand, a Man of right Senſe hath all the Eſſentials 
of good Breeding, although he may be wanting in 
the Forms of it. Horatio hath ſpent moſt of his 
time at Oxford. He hath a great deal of Learning, F 
an agreeable Wit, and as much Modeſty as may F 
ſerve to adorn without concealing his other good |. 
Qualities. In that retired way of living, he 2 : 
eth to have formed a Notion of human Nature, aas 
he hath found it deſcribed in the Writings of the |. 
greateſt Men; not as he is likely to meet with it 3 
in the common Courſe of Life. Hence it is, that 
he giveth no Offence; but converſeth with great 
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Deference, Candor, and Humanity. His Bow, L 
muſt confeſs, is ſomewhat aukward ; but then he 
hath an extenſive, univerſal, and unaffected Know- 
ledge, which may perhaps a little excuſe him. He 
would make no extraordinary Figure at a Ball ; but 
I can aſſure the Ladies in his Behalf, and for their 
own Conſolation, that he has writ better Verſes on 
the Sex than any Man now living, and is preparing 
ſuch a Poem for the Preſs as will tranſmic their 
Praiſes and his own to many Generations. 
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